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Though thefe fketches are oiblicin y de. 
figned to bring into view thofe eminent lay- 
men, who have written in defence. of the 
chriftian religion, a number of others are in- i * 
ferted, who have been celebrated for their | 
attachment to the caule of chriftianity, theip'™ 

jouy. abilities, or uncommon benevo- 







ually deferving a place 
eledtion butt fie ia a the work, 


Petes Tot) TORR 


‘PREFACE TO PART I. 2 


ih prefling upon the minds of the unlearned in 

~ {cripture knowledge, the authorities of Vol- 
taire, Bolingbroke, Hume, and other deiftic- 
al writers. It is. proper that young perfons 
_ thould be fu ed with a ready anfwer to 
the argumén tsin favour of infidelity, 
‘the high literary character of . 
»profefs it.”” ” For, befides the ftrong 

"> for the chriftian religion, heey is p 
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Tn the pure pater of | “ete til tye 
Has eyes indeed; p, re vi iewing all hh 
AS meant to indicate a God to. aii B 
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Gives him the praife and forfeits not her own. 
Learning hath borne fuch fruit in other days 

On all her branches; piety has found — ~ 
Friends in the friends of fcience; and true pray’r 
Has follow’d from lips wet with Caftalian dews,. 
Such was thy wifdom, Newton, childlike fage t 
Sagacious reader of the works of God, 

And in his word fagacious. Such too thine, 
Milton, whofe genius had angelic wings, 

And fed on manna! And fuch thine in whom 
Our Britifh theme is gloried with juftcaufe, + 
Immortal Hale! for deep difcernment prais’d, 

And found integrity, not more than fam’d 

For fanctity of manners undefil’d.” 

Cowper’s TasKs 
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PAKS 1. 





| 
ee PHILIP DE MORNAY. 


t Puiup DE MORNAY, lord of Pleffis 


Marly, an illuftrious French proteftant, was born Novem- 





"ber 5,1549. Fle was defcended from an ancient and noble 

 fémily; which had produced many great and eminent men. 
i His father was ftrongly attached to the Roman cath- 
lic religion; but his mother was fecretly an hugunot, 
i and endeayoured to infpire her fon infenfibly with her 
own opinions. His father died when he was young, and 
his mother, making open profeffion of the proteftant re- 
; ligion, fet up a le€ture in her houfe ; which, together with 
' diligently perufing the New Teftament, completely con- 
firmed Philip in her own religious fentiments. 

His literary education was, in the mean time, condudt- _ 
ia with the be 3 he had tutors provided for him 


: 


in all languages and fciences; and the progrefs he made 
_was equal to what might have been expected from his 


uncommon abilities. and application. 
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examined vor thing that was ee in mofk ae 
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His zeal for the proteftant religion expofed hm 
ny dangers: both he and his mother very narowly 
eaped the maffacre at Paris. 

In 1567, Du Pleflis was obliged to retire 4 
where he was purfuing his fludies, on accountof the 1 
vival of the civil war. He foon after took uparms, 
~ ferved nearly two campaigns ; but having then 
to break one of his arms, he, for fome time, 
army, and fet out to vifit foreign countries 
courfe of his travels, he fiudied the civil law at 
in Germany, and Padua in Italy. Though he w 
when he left his native country, he was affiduoully eng 
__ed in acquiring ufeful knowledge. For this purpofe 


oe Ge ae: every town,and province, through 
he travelled. Nor was he attentive to their’ antiquit es 





alone, but remarked whatever was worth notice i 
"manners, cufloms, and conftitutions of each. 
In 1575, he married ; and publifhed the fame yez 
treatife « Concerning Life and Death ;”’ for thoug 
“was often employed i in civil affairs, and oftener folic 
to engage in them, yet he wa 8 ever flrongly : attach 





ady and retirement. | 
In I 576, Du Pleflis was wounded and mad! a prifo 
er; but foon obtaining his liberty, he went. to the 1 
oy of the king of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV. f 
s who received him very gracioufly ; fent him his a 
dour to Queen Elizabeth 5 made him one of his cot 
d upon all occafions pis the ae Bf nce to his 
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fervices ; and in 1590, was made his counfellor of ftate, 
having been previoufly invefted with the government of 
Saumur. After the king abjured the proteftant religion, 
he reprozched his apoftacy, withdrew himfelf gradually 
from court, and devoted his time to literary purfuits. 

In 1578, he publithed a treatife Concerning the 
Church,”’ in which he explained the motives, which induc- 
ed him tp renounce the Roman catholic and embrace 
the prot:ftant religion. In 1579, he began his cele- 
brated book, upon “ The Truth of the Chriftian Relig- 
ion ;” but he was feized with an illnefs, which prevented 
his completing the work as foon as he intended. In 
1596, he publifhed a work, entitled, «* The Juft Procedure 
of thofe ¢ the Reformed Religion ;”? in which he vin- 
dicates the proteftants from being criminal in regard to 
the prevailng diffentions ; and imputes the blame to thofe 
who deni:d them that liberty, which they had merited by _ 

' their emisent fervices. In 1595, he publithed his treatife 
upon “ The Eucharift 3”? which occafioned the conference 
at Fontanbleau, in 1600, between Du Perron, then bifh- 
op Evreux, afterwards cardinal, and Du Pleffis 5 and raif- 
ed his reputation and credit among the proteftants to fo 
prodigious an height, that he was called by many, “ The 
Proteftan: Pope.”? In 1607, he publithed a work, enti- 
tled, “ The Myftery of Iniquity, or the Hiftory of the 
Papacy,” which was written, as moft of his other works 
were, firftin French, and then tranflated into Latin. In 
this perfomance he fhews by what gradual progreflions 
the popes have rifen to that ecclefiaftical tyranny, which 
was foretdd by the apoftles, and what oppofition from 
time to tme, all nations have given them. “About this 
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time alfo, he publifhed, “¢ An Exhortation to the Jews 
Concerning the Meffiah.” 

The capital work, however, by which Du Plefls diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, is his “ Defenceof the Truth of the Chrif- 
tian Religion,” in which he employs the weapons t reafon 
and learning with great force and fkill againft athafts, epi- 
-cureans, heathens, Jews, mahometans, and otherinfidels, 
as hetells us in the title. The book was deditted to 
Henry IV. and tranflated by himfelf into Latin) “ As 


a Frenchman, fays he in his preface, I have ende@vouted 





to ferve my own country firft; and as a chriffan, the 
univerfal church of Chrift next.’” 

In 1621, when Lewis XIII. made war upon the prot- 
eftants, he took the government of Saumur fromDu Plef- 
fis, upon which he retired to-his barony of LalForeft in 
PoiGtou, and there fpent the remainder of his lite. 

During his laft illnefs, being reminded of sidTeneiete 
to the church, he replied, «¢ Alas, what was \here of 
mine in the work, fay not it is I, but the praceof God 
which was . me.” 1] afk for nothing,” faid he, « but 
free mercy.” 

In the morning of the day on hich he died, ht repeat. 
ed thefe words of the apoftle with great emphafis.| « We 
know that if our earthly houfe of this tabernack be dif- 
folved, we have a building with God, a houfe ot made 
with hands.”” After which, being afked, if helwas not 
affured of fharing in that eternal weight. of glor} fpoken- 
of by the apoftle ; he anfwered, “ He was pertlly af- 
fured of it, and was fo by the demontftration of |he Ho-. 
ly Spirit, more powerful, more clear and certan; thaa 
any demonftration of Euclid.” ; 
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Thus in the lively exercife of faith this great man ex- 


pired, in 1623. 


General Biographical Difionary, Vol. XI.—Hiftorie 
Defence of Experimental Religion, Vol. TT. 
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Son PALLIP SI DN: 


Puiur Srpney, a celebrated Englifh gentleman, 
was bom in the year 1554. When very young he was 
fent to Chrift Church in Oxford, where he continued till 
he was feventeen, and then was fent to travel, in order to 
complete his education. He was at Paris in 1572, wher 
the howid maffacre of the hugunots commenced, and 
narrowy efcaped by taking refuge in the houfe of the 
Englifh ambaffadour. 

Soonafter his return to his native country, he was ap- 
pointed ambaffadour to Vienna, and obtained fuch a dif- 
tinguifhed reputation in foreign countries, that he was 
named a candidate for the eleftive crown of Poland. 
But Quen Elizabeth refufed to part with a fubje&t, whom 
fhe conidered one of the principal ornaments of her court. 

In 182, he was knighted by her majetty. In 1585, he 
defigned an expedition with Sir Francis Drake into 
Americi, but was reftrained by the queen, and made 
governor of Flufhing, and general of the horfe (Flufhing 
being about that time delivered to her majeity as one of 
the cautionary towns.) In both thefe polts his conduct 
was emiiently diftinguifhed for valour and prudence. 

The glory of Sir Philip Sidney, though fplendid, was 
however but fhort lived. In 1586, in an engagement 
. i ae 


_ loved and honoured brother, love my memory, 


18. EXCELLENCE OF THE 


with the Spaniards before Zutphen, 1a received ¢ morta! 
wound. His magnanimity difplayed itfelf on this try- 
ing occafion. A foldier at the point of death chanced to 
lie near him, when flretched on the field of battlg nearly 
expiring and mangled with wounds, a bottle of weter was 
brought to him to relieve his thirft ; “This man’s ne<eflity,”’ 
faid he, refigning to the dying foldier the water, ' is fill 
greater than mine.” After he had affifted his felow fuf- 
ferer, he was conveyed to Arnheim, where am frincipal 
furgeons of the camp attended him. . 

Sir Philip found all the attempts, which the firgeons 
were able to make for his recovery ineffectual ; \nd ex- 
hibited the mot heroic fortitude and refignation. He 
furvived almoft a month, which time he diligently imploy- 
ed in preparing for his approaching diffolution, After 
-requefting the prefence of a number of he madla Bi 





men of different religious denominations, he madda ftrik- 
ing confeffion of his unfhaken belief in, and fingre love 
of, the chriftian religion. Then calling for his wil, and 
fettling his temporal affairs, he took an affeCling leave of 
his brother with thefe admonifhing words, &§ much 
hen 

my friends, whofe faithfulnefs to me may recommend them 
to you ; but above all govern your will and affeAions by 
the will and word of your Creator. In me be old the 
end of the world and all its vanities”? He expired the: 
16th of October, 1586. 
After his deceafe, his body was conveyed to England, 
and magnificently depofited in St. Paul’s Chicdal 
The king of Scotland celebrated his memory in alcopy of 
Latin verfes; and the Englifh univerfities poured forth 
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their eulogiums on the fame mournful occafion. Lord 
Brooke valued his friendfhip fo highly, that he ftyles him- 
{elf on his tomb, “ The Friend of Sir Philip Sidney.’? 
Genius, talents, elegant erudition, heroic valour, “un 
blemifhed morals, and a fupreme regard for religion, 
combined to render him the boaft and ornament of his 
times. 

His “ Arcadia” is the moft celebrated of his works ; it 
was printed firft in 1615, and has been tranflated into a 
variety of languages. 


Cibber’s Lives of the Poets, Vol. I.—Female 
Biography, Vol. IV. 
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FRANCIS BACON. 


- Francis Bacon was the fon of Sir Nicholas Bacon, ~ 


Jord keeper of the great fealin the reign of Elizabeth, 
and was born in the year 1561. His mother was Anna, . 
daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, a lady illuftrious for 
her claffical attainments and domeftic virtues. 

He made fuch rapid advances in claffical learning, that 
he was judged qualified for the univerfity at twelve years _ 
of age ; and entered at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he made fuch incredible progrefs in his ftudies, 
that before the age of fixteen he had run through the 
whole circle of liberal arts, as-then taught, and even at 
this early period, he began to perceive the futilities and 
imperfections in the reigning philofophy, which for the 
fervice of mankind he afterwards fo effectually expofe 
and exploded. \ 
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Leaving the univerfity with the higheft applaufe, he. 
was fent on his travels, and before his return, he acquired 
a deep and almoft intuitive knowledge of the manners and 
euftoms of other countries, and the characters and views 
of their princes and minifters, which he exemplified in a 
paper on the general ftate of Europe, publifhed before he 
attained his nineteenth year. 

During the reign of Elizabeth, the enmity of Sir 
Robert Cecil prevented him from being advanced at 
court ; hence he profecuted his philofophical fludies with 
energy ; and publifhed a number of learned works, 

In the reign of James I, his promotions were rapid. 
In 1614, he was appointed attorney general ; and in 
1616, was raifed to the dignity of privy counfellor, and 
in 1617, he was appointed lord keeper of the feals. | 

Soon after Sir Francis Bacon had attained the fummit 
of his wifhes, he was hurled from his ftation with the lofs 
of his honour and the impeachment of his honefty. He 
was charged with bribery and corruption in quality of 

- chief judge. His character is differently reprefented by 
various authors. However, the candid fuppofe that, he 
fella martyr rather to his want of prudence, than want 
of integrity. The authors of the Biographia Britanica 
obferve, that “the faults in his charaéter prove no more, 
than that even the greateft men’ have their weaknefles, 
and that the corruptions of courts are capable of tainting 
the nobleft minds.” His principal fault appears to have 
been, too great indulgence to his fervants, who made fuch 
a corrupt ufe of it, that it ftripped him of all the riches and 
honours, which were beftowed upon him, as the juft re- 


ward of his eminent fervices, and diftinguifhed. merit. 
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Lord Bacon retired, after a fhort imprifonment, from 
the entanglement of an aétive life, to which he had been 
called, much againit his genius, to the fhade of a contem- 
plative one, which he had always loved. Whilft he was 
profecuting fome difcoveries in experimental philofophy 
near Aighgate, he was fuddenly taken ill, and being car- 
ried to the earl of Arundel’s houfe in the vicinity, after a 
week’s illnefs,he breathed hislaft on the gth of April,1626. 

Towards the latter part of his life he declared, ‘ that 
the firft principle of right reafon is religion, and he feri- 
oufly profeffed, that after all his ftudies and inquiries, he 
durft not die with any other thoughts than thofe of the 
chriftian religion.” 

This author has remarked, in feveral parts of his works, 
“ that a thorough infight into philofophy makes a good 
believer, and that a {mattering in it naturally produces 
fuch a race of defpicable infidels, as the little profligate 
writers of the prefent age, whom, (I mutt confefs) I have 
always accufed to myfelf, not fo much for their want of 
faith, as their want of learning.” : 

‘¢ T had rather, fays he, believe all the fables inthe Le- 
gend, and the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than that this — 
univerfal frame is without a mind; and therefore God 
never wrought a miracle to convert an atheift, becaufe his 

Fty 
inclineth men to atheifm, but depth in philofophy bring- 


ordinary works confute it ; it is trne a little philof 


eth their minds to religion ; for whilft the mind of man 
looketh on fecond caufes feattered, it muft fometimes reft 
in them, but when it beholdeth the chain ofthem confed- 
erated and linked together, it muft needs fly to Pravi- 


dence and Deity.” 
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Mr. Addifon, in one of the Tattlers, in which he vin- 
dicates the chriftian religion, by fhewing that the wifeft 
men in all ages, have profefled themfelves believers in it, - 
{peaks of Bacon thus, “I fhall in, this paper only in- 
ftance Sir Francis Bacon, a man, who, for the greatnefs of 
his genius and compafs of knowledge, did honour to his 
age and country, I could almoft fay to human nature it- 
felf. He poffeffed at once all thofe extraordinary talents, 
which were divided among the great authors of antiquity ; 
he had the found diftin@ knowledge of Ariftotle, with 
all the beautiful light graces and embellifhments of Cice- 
ro: one does not know which to admire moft in his 
writings ; the ftrength of reafon, force of ftyle, or bright- 
nefs of imagination. I was infinitely pleafed to find a- 
mong the works of this extraordinary man, a prayer of 
his own compofing ; which, for elevation of thought and 
piety of Cae feems rather the devotion of an angel 
than a man.’ 

Biographia Britanica, Vol. J.—Tatiler, Vol. 1V.- 
Seda, 207. 


HUGO GROTIUS. 


Huco Grorivs, an eminent civilian, was defcended 
from a family of the greateft diftin@ion in the Low’ 
Countries. His father was burgomatter of Delfyand cu- — 
rator of the univerfity of Leyden. He was born at Delf, 
April roth, 1583. His early progrefs in literature was 


uncommonly rapid. Nature had boomed onhimapro- 


found genius, a folid judgment, and tenacious memory 5 


? 
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and thefe extraordinary endowments had all the advanta- 
ges that education could give them. He was fo happy, 
as to poffefs in his father, a pious, and an able governour, 
who formed his mind and his morals. Before he come 
pleted his twelfth year, he was fent to Leyden under the 
celebrated Francis Junius. He continued three years at 
the univerfity, where the famous Jofeph Scaliger was fo 
ftruck with his prodigious capacity, that he condefcended 
to dire@ his ftudies ; in 1597, he maintained public the- 
fes in the mathematics, philofophy, and law, with the _high- 
eft applaufe. 

In 1598, he accompanied the Dutch ambaflador into 
France, and was honoured with feveral marks of efteem 
from Henry IV. Having chofen the law for his profef- 
fion, he took his degree of do¢tor of laws in that king- 
dom ; and upon his return, he attended the law courts, 
and pleaded his firft courfe at Delf with univerfal ap- 
plaufe, though he was fcarcely feventeen ; and he maintain- 
ed the fame reputation as long as he continued at the bar. 

This employment however did not engrofs his whole 
time ; but he found leifure to publifh feveral valuable 


works, which exhibit proofs of his general learning, as. 


am 


well as his great knowledge of abftraé& fciences, 

In the midft of thefe profound ftudies this prodigy of 
a young man found time to cultivate the mufes. He 
was but eight years old, when he wrote fome elegiac verf- 
es, which were then thought very pretty ; he alfo pub- 
lifhed three tragedies, which raifed his reputation fo high, 

_that he was efteemed one of the beft poets in Europe. 

In 1603, the glory, which the United Provinces had 

_ @btained by their illuftrious defence againft the whole 


x 
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~ power of Spain, after the peace of Vervins, determined 
them to tranfmit their exploits to pofterity ; for this pur- 
pofe the States chofe Grotius for an hiftorian,. All this 
time his principal employment was that of an ad- 
vocate, in which profeflion he acquired great honour. The 
brilliant figure he made at the bar caufed him to be ap- 
pointed advocate general for the States of Holland and 
Zealand. He took poffeffion of this important office in 
1607, and filled it with fo much reputation, that the States 
augmented his falary, and promifed him a feat in the court 
of Holland. The year after his promotion, he married 
a lady of one of the firft families in Zealand, who was 
worthy of fuch an hufband as Grotius. 

In 1613, upon the death of the penfionary of Rotter- 
dam, the city offered that important place to Grotius. 
After much deliberation, he accepted that poft, which 
gave hima feat in the aflembly of the States in Holland, 
and afterwards in that of the States General. From 
this time he contracted an intimate friendfhip with Barne- 
velt, grand penfionary of Holland, which foon after in- 
volved him in complicated misfortunes. 

‘This great man was twice fent on embaflies to England. 
On his return to Holland he found the religious divifions, 
which had for fome time prevailed. in that country, in- 

ereafed: By his attachment to Barnevelt, and the re- 
monftrant party, he incurred the difpleafure of Prince 
Maurice of Orange. In 1619, he was feized and fen- 
tenced to perpetual imprifonment, and his eftate was cons 
fifcated. In purfuance of this fentence he was imprifon- 
edn * re ftrong eaftle of Louveftein ;*and after having 
been treated with great rigour for more than a year anda 
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half, he was delivered by a laudable ftratagem of his 
wife. He had been permitted to borrow books of his 
friends, and when he had perufed them, they were carried 
back ina cheft with his linen, which was fent to,Gor- 
kum to be wafhed. The firft year the guards were exa& 
in examining the cheft, but at length grew remifs, and 
did not take the trouble to open it. His wife, obferving 
their negligence, advifed her hufband to bore holes in the 
cheit, to prevent his being ftifled, and then put himfelf into 
it, and make his efcape. She requefted the governour of 
the caftl: to permit her to fend awaya cheft of books ; 
and gave it for a reafon, that her hufband had impaired 
_ his health by his intenfe application to fudy. After her 
requeft vas granted, Grotius was put into the cheft, and 
conveyed to a friend’s houfe in Gorkum, where drefling 
himfelf like a mafon, and taking a rule and trowel, he 
paffed through the market place, and, ftepping into a 
boat, went to Brabant. Here he difcovered himfelf to 
fome of his friends, and hired a carriage to Antwerp. 
At firft there was a defign of profecuting his wife, who 
remained in the prifon. However, fhe was releafed by a ~ 
plurality of voices, and univerfally applauded. | 
Soon eter, Grotius went to France, and was favoura- 
bly received by Lewis XIII. The Dutch ambafladours 
endeavoured to prejudice the king againft him ; but that 
prince dic not regard their artifices ; and gave a glorious 
teflimony to the virtues of this illuftrious refugee. Not- 
withftanding he had been fo ill treated, he ftill preferved — 
an affeétion for his country. Lewis admired his magna- 
‘nimity and forgiving temper. He gave hima penfion of 
three thoufand livres, and alfo his miniature in gold, to- 


Cc 
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gether with a gold chain, as a fotimeng of hi efteena 
for his ‘preat literary abilities. . : 
‘In the year 1625, while he refided in France, he pub» 
lifhed his “ Treatife of the Rights of Peace and War.” 
The prodigious fuccefs of this famous book raifed his 
literary reputation to the higheft pitch. 

After remaining a confiderable time in Fratee, his 
heart was bent upon returning to Holland ; but; his en- 
emies renewing their perfecution, he went to Hos 
While he remained in that place, fome advantage 


us pro= 


pofals were made him from Spain, Poland, the duke of = 


Holftein, and feveral other princes, but he cherilhed the 
hope of a reconciliation with his native country. 

In 1635, Queen Chriftiana of Sweden made him her 
eounfellor, and fent him ambafladour into France. After 
having difcharged the duties of this ace fo, feveral 








paflgort, and furnifhed him with a veflel, on boa 
‘alec for Lubeck. 


next fent for Quiftorpius, the minifter of the thwn, who 
gave the following account of his lafi moments, In a letter 
to a friend. ‘ You are defirous of hearing |how that 


Bs 
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pheenix of literature, Hugo Grotius, behaved in his lat 
moments. I am going to inform you : he fent for me a- 
bout nine at night, 1 went, and found him at the point . 
of death. I faid, there was nothing I defired more, than 
to havefeen him in health ; he anfwered, God hath or- 
dered ii otherwife : 1 defired him to prepare himfelf for 
a happier life ; and happening to mention the publican, 
who acknowledged himfelf a finner, and atked God’s 
mercy ;he anfwered, J am that publican. I went on, and 
told hin, that he muft have recourfe to Jefus Chrift ; he 
replied, L place my hope folely in the merits of Chrif. I , 
began to repeat in German a prayer addreffed to Jefus 
the mediator ; he followed me ih a very low-voice, with 
his hands clafped. Soon after, he expired.” : 
_ Thu died this extraordinary perfon, Augult 28, 1645. 
His renains were carried to ig and depofited in the 
tomb o! his anceftors. 
Notwithfanding the various embaflies in which Gro- 
- tius wa: employed, he formed a project of uniting ail the 
religious denominations in Chriftendom. Armidft all the 
bufy_ ani perplexing fcenes of his life, he found time af- 
fiduouflr to ftudy the Sacred Scriptures. ‘They were his 
confolaton in prifon, and he always devoted a part of the 
day to treir perufal. He publifhed.a & Commentary om 
the Old atid New Teftaments 3” and alfo a celebrated 
« Treatfe on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion.” 
This work was received with univerfal applaufe ; it was 
written n the Dutch language ; and tranflated by Gro- 
tius into Latin. It was tranflated by others into French, 
German, Englifh, and even Greek. ‘The Roman catho- 
lic monks tranflated it into Perfian, in order to make ufe 
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of it in converting the mahometans. It was alfo tranflat- 
ed into the Turkith, Chinefe, Flemifh, Danifh, and in the 
language of Malacca. 

To one who admired his great induftry, Grotius re- 
turned this anfwer, “ Ah! Ihave confumed much of my 
fife in laborioufly doing nothing.”” And to another, 
who enquired of his learning and wifdom what cpurfe to 
take, he folemnly anfwered, ‘ Ze ferious.” / 

Life of Grotius.—Biographical Didionary, 
Vol. VII.—Bayle’s Hiftorical Didimary. 








BLAISE PASCAL. 


Braise Pascar,.one of the greateft geniufes, nd befk _ 
writers France has produced, was born inClermont, verg- 
ne, 1623. His father, a learned man and able fnathe- _ 
matician, quitted his office of prefident of the cqurts of be 
- aids in his province, and. fettled at Paris, that hi might 
be entirely at Ieifure for the inftruétion of his fin, who 
~ never had any other preceptor. From his infane he ex- 
hibited proofs of a very extraordinary capacity | for he 


. dcfired to know the reafon of every thing, and whtn good 


Sas rea ns were not given Age he would feek for better, nor 








~ perimen:s. Wet 
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courfes of free thinkers, who, he faid, “ were a fort of 
people who knew not the nature of faith, but were poflefl- - 
ed with this falfe principle, that human reafon was above 
all things.” e 

Theaccounts which are given af his Ieeraing the math- 


_ ematics, as well as the progrefs he early made in the 


fciences, appear almoft miraculous. His father, perceiv- 
ing in him an extraordinary inclination to reafoning, was 
apprehenfive that the knowledge of the mathematics 
would retard his learning the languages. He kept him 
therefore as much as poflible from the fludy of geometry ; 
and locked up all his books of .that kind. He could not 
howeve make his fon forbear mufing upon proportions ; 
and one day furprized him at work, with charcoal upon 
his chamber floor, and in the midft of figures. He afked 
him what he was doing. I am fearching, fays Pafcal, for vi 
fuch a thing, which was juft the thirty fecond propofition 
of the firft book of Euclid. He*had, from henceforth, 
full libety to indulge his genius in mathematical purfuits. 
He wrcte a treatife of conic feétions, at fixteen years of 
age ; which was accounted by the moft learned a mighty 
effort oi genius. At the age of nineteen, he invented an 
admirable arithmetical machine, which was high! cele 
brated : and at twenty five, having feen the *Temnicell 
cube, he invented and tried many novel and Rtrange X= 










This great man was alfo a profound reafoner ; and a ; a 
fublime and elegant writer. In company, he was diftin- 
guithed by his eafy, agreeable, and inftructive manner of 


* So called from Ternicelli, an ‘tutes mathematician, and phi- 
_Tolopher of Italy, who was born in 1608, 


Giz 








~ dozen miffionaries ; for they cannot now tell us, 
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eonverfing, and by his great modefty. “He pofeffed 2 
natural eloquence, which was almoft irrefiftible. © 
After he had laboured abundantly in mathematical and 
philofophical difquifitions, he entirely forfook thofe — 
ftudies, and all human learning, at once ; and det}rmined 
to know nothing for the future, but Jefus Chrift, ind him 
crucified. He was not twenty four years of agg when 
the reading of fome pious books induced him to fam this. 
refolution : and he became as great a devotee, as pny age 
with 
fuperftition ; and his philofophy confifted in renjuncing: 
all pleafure, and every fuperfluity. The wholejregula- ~ 
tion of his life was founded upon his ftri@ adhetence to — 
thefe rules. 
Pafcal’s charity to the poor was remarkably exienfive 
\egfor he faid Jefus Chrift would judge the world t on the 
performance or negle& of charity ; hence he gafe “alms - 


has produced. His piety however was tinGtur 


often even out of his own neceffary fubfiftence. 
Te faid, << the ee Scripture was oe intellpi 


pages, — 


in the 


but {mall ceniufes have any piety.’ 
Though this great man had in a mannet & 
inimfelf from the world, he could not forbear paying fome 
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attention to what was tranfacting on the bufy flage of 
life and he even interefted himfelf in the conteft between 
the jefuits and janfenifts. By his “ Provincial Letters,’ 
publifhed in 1656, he makes the principles of the former 
the fubjeGt of his ridicule. Thefe letters have been con- 
fidered 1s the models of wit and eloquence, and tranflated 
into various languages. 

Aninated with zeal for bgeau's of chriftianity, Pafcal 
began awork again{ft atheifts.and infidels, but did not 
live to digeft the materials he had colleéted. Soon after 
he had ketched out the plan of his intended publication, 
he fell nto a languifhing diftemper, which continued dur- 

_ ing the four laft years of his life ; and though it did-not 

» entirely confine him, rendered him incapable of applying 

to bufixefs of any kind : and it became the anxious office 

of his fiends, to keep him from writing or converfing on 
any. fubje€s, which required mental energy, and intenfe” 
applica:ion. What was found on this fubje& among his 
papers, was publifhed under the title of “ Thoughts on 
Religic.” é 

This eminently: pious man, towards the clofe of his life, 
employ:d himfelf wholly in religious and moral refleGtions, 
fome o! which he committed to writing. He declared in 
his illnds, that ‘ if he recovered, he was determined to 
have no other occupation, or employment, except what 
fhould be for the fervice of the poor, during the remainder 
of his life.” He alfo furprized and edified his attendants 
by his admirable patience and refignation : during his 





Anokt pznful hours he would often fay, “ ficknefs is the i 
natural fate of a chriftian, ‘They ought always to be 
free from ambition and avarice ; and in continual expecta- 
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tion of death ; andis it not a great happinefsito be by 
neceflity in that ftate we ought to be in ; and to have © 
~ nothing elfe to.do, but"humbly and patiently tp fubmit 
‘ae to it ? For this feafon, all I afk is to befeech Godto grant 
me this favour.” In one of the prayers, compded near 
the clofe of his life, he fays, «I pray not that thou wouldeft 
give me either health, or ficknefs, life or death, 
shone wouldeft difpofe of my health, my ficknefs,|\my life, - 
ae fare. ‘Thou ane knoweft what is expedient pr me; 
thou art my fovereign matter and Lord : ‘guide } 
‘ern me at thy pleafure.”’ 


Bey als by Madam Perier his fifter. 


sae } 
| 2 








YOHN SELDEN. 
‘Joun Se.pex, an Englifh gentleman of moft e tenfive: 








knowledge and prodigious learning, was defcendtd from 
, good family, and born in Salvinton in Suffex, in 1584. 
He was educated at the free fchool in Chicheftir ; and 
vat fixteen, fent to Hart Hall in Oxford, where he con- 
tinued about three years. Then he entered hinfelf of 
: Clifford’s Inn, London, =A order to ftudy the lay ; and 
about two years after removed to the Inner Temple, _ 
where he foon acquired a vatt reputation, for hispbilities 
and learning. He was a great eee antiquary, 
herald, and linguift ; and his reputation was fo great, not 
only at home, but in’ foreign oun ‘that he Ba 
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became, what he was afterwards ufually ftyled, the great 
diiator of learning to the Englifh nation.” 

In 1621, King James being difpleafed with the parlia- 
ment, and having imprifoned feveral members, whom he 
fulpected of oppofing his meafures, ordered Selden like- 
wife to be committed to the cuftody of the fheriff of Lon- 
don ; for though he was not then a member of the houfe 
of commons, yet he had been fent for and confulted by 
them, aid had given his opinion very flrongly in favour 
of their privileges, in oppofition to the court. However, 
by the nntereft of Andrews, bifhop of Wincheller, he 
_ was fet at liberty in five weeks. THe then returned to 
his ftuces, and wrote and publifhed feveral learned 
- works. 

This great man was chofen member of the houfe of | 
_ commons in 1623, and continued for feveral years. He 
was repeatedly imprifoned for oppofing the court party ; 
yet tho'e various imprifonments and tumults gave no in- 
terruptin to his ftudies. 

In 1(43, he was appointed one of the lay members to ‘Zs 
fit in the aflembly of divines in “Weftminfter, and fre- ; 
; quently perplexed thofe divines with his vaft learning. 

Seldei was fkilled in all laws, human and divine ; yet he 
feldom or ever appeared at the bar, but fome times gave 
counfel in his chamber. His attachment to his books, 
together with his great love of eafe, made him indifferent, 
if not ayerfe, to pofts and preferments. f 

In 1654, his health began to decline ; and he died, 
November 3oth, that year. He was buried in the temple 
_ church, where a monument was erected to him 5 and 


Archbifhop Usher preached his funeral fermon. He left 
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a mott valuable and curious library to his executors, which 
they gave to the univerfity of Oxford. 


This celebrated writer, on his death bed, fent fpr Arch- 


and afs 
fecting converfation affured him, that “ he had atcurately 


bifhop Ufher, and in the courfe of a moft ferio 





furveyed almoft every part of literature and fcience, that 
was held in the higheft eftimation by the fons bf men ; 
that he had a ftudy filled with the moft valuaHe books 
and manuf{cripts in the world, and yet that, at tlat time, 
he could not recolleé& one fingle paflage, out of ny book 
in this large colleGtion, upon which he could refthis foul, 
or from which he could derive one ray of confoldion, ex- 
cept fome he had met with in the Holy Scriptures ; and 
that the paflage which made the deepeft impreffi 
mind was, ‘Titus ii. 11, 12. For the grace of God that 
bringeth falvation, hath appeared to all men ; 
us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 1 
live foberly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent world 5 
looking for the bleffed hope and glorious appelring of 
the great God, and of our faviour Jefus Chrit ; who 
; gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us fron all ini- 
2 -quity, and purify to himfelfa peculiar people zlalous of 


oS) good works,?? 


‘The earl of Clarenden, Selden’s intimate fried, gives 
the following teftimony in his favour. * Mr. Seden was 
-aperfon,” feys he, “whom no character can fptter, or 
tranfmit in any expreflions equal to his merit an} virtue. 
“He was of fuch ftupendous learning, in all kinds tnd in all 
languay ges, as may appear from his excellent and tanfcend- 
ent writings, that a man would have thought he had beer 
entirely converfant among books, and had never|fpent aa 
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hour but in reading or writing ; yet his humanity, courte. 
fy, and affability were fuch, that he would have been 
thought to have been bred in the beft courts, but that his 
good nature, charity and delight in doing good, and in 
communicating all he knew, exceeded that breeding. If 

he had fome infirmities with other men, they were weighed 

_ down with wonderful and prodigious abilities and excel- 
lencies in the other fcale.” 

His works were publifhed by Dr. David Wilkins, and 
printed at London in three volumes folio, but generally 
bound in fix, 1726. 

Biographical Didionary, Vol. XIII.— Power 
of Religion —Britifo Plutarch. 











7 FOHN WINTHROP, £32. 

Among the many eminent laymen, who have immortal. 
ized their names by their zealous exertions in the caufe 
of religion, a number of the firft fettlers of New England 
hold a diftinguifhed rank. The following exccellent men 
are fele&ed from a collection of worthies, who quitted 
England that they might worfhip God agr ceably to ad 
~ diGates of their confciences. 

Joun Wintnrop, Efq. -firft governour of Maffachu- 
fetts, was defcended from a family remarkable for its at- 





tachment to the reformed religion, from the earlielt period 
‘of the reformation. He wasbornat Groton, in Suffolk, 
June 12,1587. He was bred to the law, though h had 
a very trong inclination to theological ftudies. — es 


age of eighteen he was made a juttice of the pencland 











— 
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his virtues became confpicuous. He was exemplary, in 
his profeffion, as an upright and impartial magiftrate, and, 


and hofpitaliy Thefe qualities rendered hi 
men of fobriety and religion, and fitted him to 
the great and difficult work of founding a colony. 






was by fome eminent perfons undertaken, this 
was, by the confent of all, chofen for their leade 





: He was chofen governour in 1631, and conti ued the 
ead of 
the government, for which‘ office he was eminently quali- 
fied, and in which he fhone with a luftre, which would 
have done him honour in a larger fphere, and more ele- 


three following years, by annual election, at th 


vated fituation. He was the father, as well as gqvernour, 
of an infant plantation. His time, his ftudy, his exer- 
jons, his influence, and his intereft, were all employed in 
he public fervice. His wifdom, patience, and magna- 
Sanity, w were exhibited in the mot fevere trials and his 
? exemplary behaviour as a chriftian added a f{pleidour to 
all his iether qualifications. 


as an example to the people of that ugality, 
co aad temperance, which were neceflary|in their 





circumftances, and even denied himfelf many 0 the ele- 
gancies and fuperfluities of life, which his rank) and for- 


| 
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tune gave him a juft title to enjoy, both that he might 
fet them a proper example, and be the better enabled to 
exercife that liberality, in which he delighted. 

In the adminiftration of juftice, he was for tempering 
the feverity of law with the exercife of mercy. He judg- 
ed that, in an infant plantation, juftice fhould be adminif- 
tered with more lenity than in a fettled ftate. But when 
other gentlemen of learning and influence had taken of- 
fence at his moderation, and adopted an opinion that a 
‘ftriGer difcipline was neceflary, he fubmitted to their judg- 
ment, and ftri€tly adhered to the propofals which were 
made to fupport the dignity of government, by an appear- 
ance of union and firmnefs, and a concealment of differ- 
_ences and diffentions among the public officers. 

Governour Winthrop exhibited the utmoft gentle. 
nefs and condefcenfion on various occafions, when his fer- 
vices to the colony met with ungrateful returns ; and of- 
ten overcame his enemies by his kindnefs and generofity, 
yet when the honour of government or religion, and the 


intereft of the people were concerned, he was equally frm ~ 


and intrepid, flanding foremoft in oppofition to thofe 
whom he judged to be public enemies, though in the dif- 


Pot 


guife of warm and zealous friends. In this light he view. 


ed the famous Mrs. Anna Hiutchinfon; he faw the perni- 
cious influence of the controverfy fhe introduced with re- 


gret, and feared that if it were fuffered to prevail, it would _ 
endanger the exiftence of the colony. A fynod was call- 


ed in 1637, who came to an amicable agreement in con- 

demning Mrs. Hutchinfon’s fentiments, and banithing her 

and her adherents. This act of feverity the court thought 

neceffary for the peace of the commonwealth. 'Toleration 
D 
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ee ee, So ee oN eae 


38 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


had not then been introduced into any of the proteftant 
countries, and even the wifeft and beft of men were appre- 
henfive that it would introduce errour and mifchief. 
Before Governour Winthrop left England, he was of 
a more catholic fpirit than fome of his brethren ; after he 
came to America he fell in with the reigning principle of 
intollerancy, which almoft all the reformers unhappily re- 
tained, as a relic of the perfecuting church from which 
they had feparated. As he advanced in life, he refumed 
his former moderation... In the time of his laft ficknefs, 
when Dudley, the deputy governour, preffed him to fign an 
order for the banifhment of a perfon who was deemed het- 
erodox, he refufed, faying that ‘he had done too much 
of that work already.” 
Having devoted the greateft part of his intereft to the 
fervice of the public, and fuffering many lofes by accidents, 
and by leaving the management of his private affairs to 
unfaithful fervants, whilft his time and attention were em- 
ployed in the public bufinefs, his fortune was fo much im- 
_ paired, that fome years before his death he was obliged 
to fell the moft of his eftate for the payment of an accu- 
mulated debt. He alfo met with much afflition in his 
. * Wfamily, having buried three wives and fix children. Thefe 
‘troubles, joined with the oppofition and ill treatment which 
he frequently met with from fome of the people, fo much 
affe@ted his health and {pirits, that he perceived a decay 
- of his faculties feven years before he reached his grand 
climateric, and often fpoke of his approaching diffolution, ° 
with a calm refignation to the will of Heaven. At length, 
when he had entered the fixty third year of his age, 
a fever occafioned by ‘a cold, after one month’s 
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eonfinement, put an end to his life on the 26th of 
March, 1649. 

Governour Winthrop kept an exact journal of the 
occurrences and tranfaGtions of the colony during his refi- 
dence in it. This journal was of great fervice to feveral 
hiftorians. 1t is ftill in poffeffion of the Conneticut branch 
of the family, and was publifhed at Hartford, in 1790. 

Belknap’s American Biography, Vol. LI. 


WILLIAM BRADFORD, Es2. 


“A Wituiam Braproap, Efg. was born in 1588, at An- 

fterfield, an obfcure village in the north of England. His 

parents dying when he was very young, he was educated 
in the practice of agriculture. © 

At twelve years of age, his mind hee ferioufly i im- 
prefled with divine truth in reading the Scriptures ; and, 
as he increafed in years, a native firmnefs enabled him to 

vindicate his opinions againft oppofition. Be'ng ftigma- 
tized as a feparatift, he was obliged to bear the frowns of 
his relatives, and the ridicule of his neighbours. - Nothin 
however could divert or intimidate him from attending 
the miniftry of Mr. Richard Clifton, and connecting him- | 
felf with the church over which he and Mr. Robinfon 
prefided. 

When he was eighteen years old, Ke refolved to mi- 
grate to Holland, and at length, after various difficulties, 
was permitted to join the brethren at Amfterdam, — 

When the church of Leyden contemplated a removal 
to America, Mr. Bradford zealoufly engaged in the un- 
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dertaking, and came with the firft company in 1620, to 
Cape Cod. Whilft the fhip lay in that harbour, he was 
one of the foremoft in the feveral hazardous attempts to 
find a proper place for the feat of the colony, in one of 
which, he, with others of the principal perfons, narrowly 
efeaped the deftruétion which threatened their fhallop. 
After the fudden death of governour Carver, he was 
chofen governour of the infant colony of Plymouth. He 
was then in the thirty third year of his age. “His wifdom, 
piety, fortitude, and goodnefs of heart were fo confpicu- 
ous as to merit the fincere love of the people ; and, except- 
ing three years,.he was annually chofen governour as 
long as he lived. 

He continued to enjoy his health till the autumn of 
1656, when he began to decline, and as the fpring ad- 
vanced he‘became weaker, but felt not any acute illnefs 
till the beginning of May., 

After a diftreffing day, his mind was “hn the following 
night fo elevated with the idea of futurity, that he faid 
to his friends in the morning, ‘“* God has given mea 
pledge of my happinefs in another world, and the firft 
fruits of eternal glory.” The enfuing day, being. the 

inth of May, 1657, he died in the fixty ninth year of 


his age ; and was greatly lamented by the people of 
~ Plymouth, and the neighbouring colonies. 


Tn addition to what is faid of Mr. Bradford’s charac- 
ter, it may be obferved, that he poffeffed a {trong mind, 
a found judgment, and a tenacious memory. Though 
not favoured with a liberal education, he was of a very 
ftudious turn. The French and Dutch languages were 
familiar to him, and he attained a confiderable knowledge 


. 
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of the Latin and Greek 3 but he more affiduoufly ftudied 


the Hebrew, becaufe he faid “ he would fee with his own © 


eyes the ancient oracles of God.” 


He was well acquainted with hiftory and philofophy ; . 


but theology -was his favourite ftudy. He was able to 
manage the polemic part of it with much dexterity 3 and 
~ was particularly vigilant againft the fe€taries, which in- 
habited the colonies, though by no means fevere or intole- 
~ rant, as long asthey continued peaceable. He chofe 
rather to confute them by argument, and guard the peo- 
ple againft receiving their tenets, than to fupprefs them 
by violence, or cut them off by the {word of the magiftracy. 
He wrote, “A Hiflory of Plymouth People and 
Colony,” beginning with the firft formation of the church 
- in 1602, and ending in 1646. 
Belknap’s American Biography, Vol. Il. 








FOHN WINTHROP, Esa, 
Joun Winturop, Efg. eldeft fon of Governour Win- 


throp, was born at Groton in Suffolk, Feb. 12, 1605. 
His fine genius was much improved by a liberal education 


in the univerfities of Cambridge and Dublin ; and by : 


travelling through moft of the European kingdoms as far 


as Turkey. He came to New England, with his father’s - 


family, November 4th, 1631 ; and was, by the unani- 

mous choice of the freemen, appointed a magiftrate of the 

colony, of which his father was goveriiour. He rendered 

- many fervices to the country, both at home and abroad,. 

particularly in 1636, when, returning to England, he was: 
Dz . 


Sy 
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_ by ftrefs of weather forced into ‘Ireland, where meeting | 
with many influential perfons, he had an. opportunity® to 
promote the intereft of the colony by their means. 

The next year he returned to’ New England, with pow- 
ers from the Lords’Say and Brook, to fettle a plantation 
on Conneéticut river. But finding that fome other wor- 
thy perfons from the Maffachufetts had already*removed, 
and others were about removing, to.make a fettlement on 
that river, at Hartford and’ Weathersfield, he gave them 
no difturbance 3 but having: made an.amicable agreement. . 
with them, he built a fort at the mouth of the river, and 
furnifhed it with the artillery and flores, which had been 
fent over, and begun a town there, which, from the two 
lords who had a principal fhare in'the undertaking, was 
called Saybrook. 

When they had formed themfelves into a body politic, 
they honoured him with an ele&tion to the magiftracy, and 
afterwards chofe him governour of the colony. At the 
reftoration of King Charles IT. he undertook a voyage to 
England, in behalf of the people of Conneéticut and New 
Haven. By his prudent addrefs he obtained from the 
king a charter, incorporating both colonies into one, with 
a grant of privileges and powers of government fuperi- 

our to any plantation, which had been fettled in America. 
. ~The people at his return expreffed their gratitude, by eleQ- 


Ging him governour fourteen years together, till his death. 


~ Mr. Winthrop’s genius led him to philofophical inquir- 
jes, and his opportunities of converfing with learned men 
abroad furnifhed him with a rich variety of knowledge, 
particularly in the mineral kingdom. Some of his valua- 
ble communications, which were publifhed in the Philo. 
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fophical Tranfactions, procured him the honour of ‘being 
-ele&ed a member of the Royal Society. 

His many valuable qualifications as.a gentleman, a_phi- 
lofopher, a-chriftian, and .a public ruler, procured him the 
-univerfal refpe& of the people-under his government ; and 
‘his unwearied attention to public bufinefs, and great un- 
derftanding in the art of government, was of unfpeakable 
advantage to them. ‘Being one of the Commiffioners of 
the United Colonies of New England, in the year 1676, 
in.the firft- general Indian war, as he was attending the 
fervice at’ Bofton, he-was feized with a fever, of which he 
died‘in the feventy firft year of his age. “He was hon- 
“ourably buried in the fame tomb with his excellent father. 

Belknap’s American Biography, Vol. Il. 





THOMAS BROWNE. 


Tomas Browne was born at London, in the year 
1605. Having completed his academical ftudies, he 
‘turned his attention to phyfic, and praCtifed it fome time 
in’ Oxfordfhire ; but foon afterwards quitted his fettle- 
-ment, and travelled to Treland, from whence he pafled into 
France and Italy ; made fome ftay at Montpelier and 
Padua, which were then the celebrated fchools of phyfic ; 
and returning home through Holland, was created doc- 
tor of phyfic at Leyden. 

About the year 1634, he is fuppofed to have eran 
to London ; and the next year, to haye written his celebrat- 
-ed treatife, called Religio Medici, The Religion of a Phyfia 
cian, which he declares himfelf never to have intended for 
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the prefs, having compofed it only for his own exercife 
and entertainment. It indeed contains many paflages, 
which, relating merely to his own perfon, can be of no 
great importance tothe public. He however communi- 
cated it to his friends, and, as the manufcript was highly 
applauded, he was not very diligent to obftru@ his own 
praife, by recalling his papers, till at laft, without his own 
confent, they were in 1642 given to a printer. 

This work was no fooner publifhed, than it excited the 
attention of the public. The authors of the Biographia 
Britanica obferve, that “there hardly ever was a book 
publifhed in Britain, that made more noife than Religio 
Medici, the novelty of the ftyle, the brilliancy of the fenti- 
ments, and the neat turn of the language, ftruck the lov- 
ers of polite literature with unufual deliyht.’ 

- This book was tranflated into Latin, Italian, German, 
Dutch, and French, and raifed its author many admirers, 
and many enemies. An. anfwer was written under the 


title of Medicus Mehetary' by Alexander Rofs, which was 
univerfally neglefted. 


Browne married, in 1641, a lady of a good family in 
Norfolk, whofe turn of mind was congenial to his own. 

In 1646, he publifhed “ Inquiries into Vulgar and 
Common Errours.”” This book, like the former, was re- 

ceived with great applaufe. 

In 1665, he was chofen honorary fellow of the Peolege 
of phyficians, “as a man eminently embellifhed with litera- 
ture and virtue,” and in 1671, received at Norwich the 
honour of knighthood from Charles II, 

It is obfervable, that he, who in his earlier years had 
read all the books againft religion, was, in the latter part 
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of ‘his life, averfe.to controverfies.. Upon which Dr. 

Johnfon obferves, to play with important truths, to dif- 

turb the repofe of eftablithed tenets, to fubtilize objeGtions, 

and elude proofs, is too often the {port of youthful vanity, 

of which maturer experience often repents. There isa 
time, when every man is weary of raifing difficulties only 
to tafkk himfelf with the folution ; and defires to enjoy 
truth, without the labour or hazard of .conteft. There 
is, perhaps, no better method of encountering the trouble- 
fome eruptions of fcepticifm, with which inquifitive minds 
are frequently harraffed, than that which Browne declares 
dimfelfto have taken.” .“ If there arife any doubts in 
“amy way, I do forget them ; or at leaft defer them, till 
my better fettled judgment, and more manly reafon be 
sable to refolve them : for I-perceive every man’s reafon is 
his beft Gdipus, and will, upon a reafonable truce, find 
a way to loofe thefe bonds, wherein all the fubtilties of 
errour have enchained our more flexible, and tender judg- 
ament.” 

Dr. Browne lived in high reputation, till in his feventy 
fixth year he was feized with a cholic, which, having tor- 
tured him about-a-week, put an end to his life at Norwich, 
on his birth day, 1682. Some of his laft words were ex- 
preflions of fubmiffion to the will of God, and fearlefsnefs 
of death. j 

The particular excéllencies of his charaCter are delineat- 


ed by his friend, Mr. Whitefoot, who publifhed an ac- 


count of his life. His Jatter biographer, Dr. Johnfon, 
obferves, “ thatit is not on the praifes of others, but on 
his own writings, that he is to depend for the efteem of 
pofterity ; .of which he will not eafily be deprived, while 
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learning fhall have any reverence among men : for there 
is no {cience, in which he does not difcover fome fkill ; and 
{carce any kind of knowledge, facred or profane, abftrufe 
or elegant, which he does not appear to have cultivated 
with fuccefs :”? and, « that there is fcarcely 2 writer to be 
found, whofe profeffion is not divinity, that has fo fre- 
quently teftified his belief of the. facred writings, has ap- 
pealed to them with fuch unlimited fubmiffion, or mention- 
ed them with fuch unvaried reverence.” 

In his Religio Medici he declares, that he affumed the 
honourable title of a “ chriflian, not becaufe it is the re- 
ligion of his country, but becaufe, having in his riper 
years and confirmed judgment feen and examined all, he 
finds himfelf obliged by the principles of grace, and the 
laws of his own reafon, to embrace no other name than 
this.”” To fpecify his perfuafion yet further, he tells us, 
that he is “ of the reformed religion ; of the fame belief - 
our Saviour taught, the apoftles difleminated, the fathers 
authorized, and the martyrs confirmed :” he expreffed 
his gratitude to heaven, “that he lived not in the days 
of miracles, when faith had been thruft upon him ; but 
enjoyed that greater bleffing pronounced on all who fee 

‘not andvyet believe.” 
Fohnfon’s Works.—Browne’s Religio Medici. ; 








FOHN MILTON. 

Joun Miron, a moft illuftrious Englifh poet, was de- 
fcended from an ancient family. His grandfather, a zeal- 
ous papift, enjoyed an appointment in the foreft of Shot- 
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ever ; but his father being cruelly difinherited on account 
of his embracing the proteftant faith, fettled in London 
as a {crivener ; and in Bread Street, John, his eldeft fon, 
was born, in 1608. 

After receiving.a domeftic education for fome time, un- . 
der a worthy clergyman, he was removed to St. Paul’s 
{chool, where by indefatigable application he made an ex- 
traordinary progrefs in claffical learning. From his 
twelfth year he devoted the greateft part of the night to 
fludy, and laid the foundation of thofe diforders, which 
afterwards terminated in total blindnefs. 

In his fixteenth year Milton was admitted to Chrift’s 
College, Cambridge. He had compofed fome beautiful 
Latin poems before he removed to the univerfity ; and 
the greateft part of his compofitions, in that line and lan- 
guage, were produced during the period he continued 
there. 

After he quitted the univerfity, he retired to Horton, 
in Buckinghamfhire, where he prefecuted his ftudies with 
unparelleled afliduity and fuccefs. His father had def- 
tined him for the church, but as he had early imbibed 
notions unfavourable to the hierarchy, this defign was 
fruftrated. 

After the death of his mother, he obtained his father’s 
confent to travel. His literary talents were highly ap- 
plauded at Florence. In his fecond journey to Rome, 
he was informed by fome of his friends, that the Englith 
jefuits were incenfed againft him, for the freedom of his — 
difcourfes on religious fubjects, and was cautioned to be- 
ware of their malice. ‘Ihave made it a rule,” faid Mil. 
ton, “ never to ftart a religious fubje¢t ia this country, but 
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if 1 were queftioned concerning my faith, never to difleme« 
ble, whatever I might fuffer.” He therefore acted as be- 
fore, neither obtruding nor fhunning controverfy ; and was 
{uffered to continue his travels without moleftation. 

His purpofe was’ to have vifited Sicily and Greece ; 
but receiving intelligence of the differences between the 
king and parliament, he felt it inconfiftent with his prin- 
ciples to continue abroad, even for the improvement of 
his mind, whilft his countrymen were contending for lib- 
erty at home. 

At his return, he began to engage in the controverfies - 
of the times. In 1641, he publifhed a treatife of Refor- 
mation, in two books, againft the eftablifhed church. 
His next work was, “* The Reafon of Church Govern- 
ment urged againft Prelacy.” In this book he difcovers, 


“not with oftentatious exultation, but with calm confidence, 


his high opinion of his own powers, and promifes to under- 
take fomething, he yet knows not what, that may be of 
ufe and honour to his country. “ This,’’ fays he, “ is not 


: to be obtained, but by devout prayer to that Eternal 


Spirit, that can enrich with all utterance and knowledge, 


and fends out his feraphim with the hallowed fire of his 







altar, to touch and purify the lips of whom he pleafes. 


To ‘this mult be added, induftrious and fele& reading, 
fteady obfervation, and infight into all feemly, and gener- 


= ous arts and affairs ; till which in fome meafure be com- 


“paifed, I refufe not to fuftain this expetation.”? Dr. 


Johnfon remarks, that, “from a promife like this, at once 
fervid, pious, and rational, might be | expected the 
Paradife Loft.” 

In 1643, he married ; but whatever were his engage- 
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ments, civil or domeftic, poetry was never long out of his 
thoughts. In 1645, a colleGtion of his Latin and Eng- 
lifh poems appeared, in which the Allegro and Penferofo, 
with fome others, were firft publifhed. The “ Mafk of 
Comus” is the greateft of his juvenile performances. 

After writing a number of tra&ts upon political fubjects, 
he began a Hiftory of England, but was prevented from 

proceeding in it, by being taken into the fervice of the 
commonwealth, and made Latin fecretary to the council 
of ftate. He had now been blind for fome years ; but 
fuch was the vigour of his intelle&, that he was able to 
difcharge this office, or continue his controverfies. His 
mind was too eager to be diverted, and too ftrong to be 
fubdued. . 

After the reftoration, he {pent the remainder of his life 
in ftudy and retirement : and clofely applied himfelf to 
finifh Paradife Loft ; which he had begun to reduce to 
its prefent form about 1655. He completed and pub- 

_ lied it in 1667. Three years after, he publifhed his 
« Eiftory of England ;” and in 1670, “ Paradife Re- 
gained,” to which was added ‘‘ Samfon Agoniftes,” a 
dramatic poem. 

In 1673, he publifhed a treatife of true religion, herefy, 
{chifm, toleration, and the beft means to prevent the 
growth of popery. 


A life of indefatigable fludy, which had been expofed — 


to various viciflitudes, haftened the death of this eminent 

man. ‘When he had attained his fixty fifth year, the 

gout, with which he had been long tormented, prevailed 

over the enfeebled powers of nature. He died by a quiet 

and filent expiration, about the tenth of November, 1674, 
E 
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at his houfe in Burnhill Fields. His funeral was very 
honourably, and numeroufly attended. 

It is allowed by all, that Milton’s learnin g was immenfe, 
He read all the languages, which are confidered either as 
learned or polite ; Hebrew, with its two diale&ts, Greek, 
Latin, Italian, French, and Spanifh. In Latin his {kill 
was fuch as places him in the firft rank of writers and 
critics; and he appears to have cultivated Italian with 
uncommon diligence. 

His character as an epic poet is thus admirably fummed 
up by Dr. Johnfon. “ The higheft praife of genius is 
original invention. Milton cannot be faid to have con- 
trived the ftru€ture of an epic poem, and therefore owes 
reverence to that vigour and amplitude of mind, to which 
all generations muft be indebted for the art of poetical nar- 
ration, for the texture of the fable, the variation of inci- 
dents, the interpofition of dialogue, and all the ftratagems 
that furprife and enchain attention. But of all borrowers 
from Homer, Milton is perhaps the leaft indebted. He 
was naturally a thinker for himfelf ; confident of his owa 
abilities, and difdainful of help or hindrance : he did not 
refufe admiffion to the thoughts or images of his prede- 
ceflors, but he did not feek them. From his contempora- 
ries he neither courted nor received fupport ; there is in 
eS nothing by which the pride of other authors 
: ight be gratified, or favour gained ; no exchange of 
Haile, no folicitation of fupport. His great works were 
performed under difcountenance, and in blindnefs, but 
difficulties vanifhed at his touch; he was born for whatev- 
er is arduous ; and his work is not the greateft of heroic 
poems, only becaufe it is not the fra,” 
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Mr. Hayley, his latter biographer, thus delineates his 


* moral and religious character. ‘* Milton was perhaps of 
all mortals the leaft felfifh, he contended for religion, 


} 


without feeking emoluments from the church ; he con- 
tended for the ftate, without aiming at any civil or military 
employment.” He praifes, with becoming warmth, his 
fteady and ardent attachment to what he fuppofed to be’ 
the caufe of truth and juftice ; and makes the moft candid 
apologies for his human frailties and imperfeCtions. 
s¢ There is,?? he obferves, “ one charatteriftic of this 

great man,- which ought to be confidered as the chief 
fource of his happinefs and his fame; that is, his early 
and perpetual attachment to religion. It muft gratify ev- 
ery chriflian to refle&, that the man of our country, 
moft eminent for energy of mind, for intenfenefs of ap- 
plication, and franknefs and intrepidity in afferting what 
he believed to be the caufe of truth, was fo conftantly de- 
voted to chriftianity, that he appears to have made the 
Bible not only the rule of his condué, but the prime di- 
rector of his genius. His poetry flowed from the Scrip- 
ture, as if his unparalleled poetical powers had beeh expreff- 
ty given him by Heaven, for the purpofe of imparting to 
religion fuch luftre as the moft {plendid of human faculties 
could beftow.” 

Fobnfon’s Lives of the Pocts.—Hayley’s Life of Milton. | 


MATTHEW HALE. 


Matturw Hate, lord chief juftice of England, 
was born in Gloucefterfhire, in the year 1609. His fa- 


+ 
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ther was a barrifter of Lincoln’s Inn, who was eminently 
diftinguifhed for integrity and piety. Both his parente 
dying in his childhood, he was left to the care of a rela- 
tion, who paid the utmoft attention to his education. In 
the year 1626, he was fent to Magdalen Hall in Oxford, 
where for fome time he was very affiduous in his ftudies, 
and made uncommon proficiency, until fome ftrolling 
players arrived at the univerfity, and his fondnefs for the- 
atrical amufement diverted his attention from his ftudies,~ 
and induced him to turn his thoughts to a military life. 
At length Serjeant Granvile, an eminent lawyer, perfuaded 
him to give up this plan, and apply himfelf to the fludy of 
the law ; and in the year 1629, he was admitted into Lin- 
coln’s Inn. In order to compenfate for the time he had 
loft by indolence and diffipation, he now applied himfelf 
to learning with the utmoft affliduity, and ftudied, as it is 
faid, fifteen hours in the day, for many years. 

This unalterable refolution to reform his life originated 
from another extraordinary incident. During the time of 


his ftudies, being in fome jovial company, a fellow ftudent 


of his drank to fuch excefs, that he fell down apparently 


dead ; young Hale was fo much affeéted, that he retired 
to pray for the youth’s recovery, and for his own forgive- 


nels, i in 1 countenancing fuch condua, folemnly vowing, at 
so ae fame time, never more to keep fuch company, nor to 
ig drink : an health. His friend recovered, and he religioufly 


obferved his vow. After this event, there was an entire 
change i in his difpofition ; ; he forfook all diffipated com- 


_ pany, and was careful to divide his time between the du- 


ties of religion, and of his profeffion. 
‘From the firft time that religious impreflions {ettled 
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deeply in his mind, he was diftinguifhed for his humility ; 
and ufed great caution, to conceal his private exercifes of 
devotion : this he did, not only in obedience to the rules 
given by our Saviour of fafting, praying, and giving alms 
in fecret; but. from diffidence of himfelf, for he faid, 
*¢ He was affraid he fhould, at fome time or other, _ 
do fome enormous thing, which if he were looked on asa 
very religious man, might caft a reproach on his profef- _ 
fion, and give great advantages to impious men, to blaf- 
pheme the name of God.”? He ufed, however, conftantly 
to worfhip God in his family, performing it always him- 
_felf, ifthere was no clergyman prefent. For fix and thir- 
ty years he never once failed going to church on the 
_ Lord’s day. 

. Mr. Hale’s extraordinary talents and virtues gained i 
the efteem and friendfhip of the eeleiiaied Mr. Selden, who: 
engaged him in a more enlarged purfuit of learning, which 
he had before confined to his own profeffion. His parts 
were quick, his memory tenacious, and his application 1 in- 
defatigable 5 hence he attained, in addition to his profef- 
fional knowledge, a confiderable acquaintance with the 
civil law, feveral branches of the mathematics, phyfic, a- 
natomy and furgery, experimental philofophy, hiftory 
and: chronology ; ; but he appeared dobar: made divinity — 

his principal ftudy. é wr i 

Some time after the civil Ware broke out, he was ella 
tothe bar, and began to make a figure in the world ; but 
obferving how difficult it was to preferve his integrity, 
and yet live fecurely, he refolved to follow thofe two max- 
ims of Pomponius Atticus, whom he propofed to himfelf 
asa pattern, viz. * to engage in no faCtion, nor meddle in 

Ez 
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any public bufinefs, and conftantly to favour and relieve 
thofe that were loweft.”” He was employed in his prac-. 
tice by the party who adhered to King Charles I. and 
was one of the council to the earl of Strafford, archbithop 
Laud, and the king himfelf. He alfo generoufly relieved 
the loyalifts in their pecuniary diftreffes. Being univerfal- 
ly efteemed for the honefty and uprightnefs of his charac- 
ter, and regarded as an eminent lawyer, he was entertain- 
ed by both parties, the prefbyterians, as well as the loyal- 
ifts. In 1643, he took the covenant, and appeared fever- 
al times with other laymen among the affembly of divines. 
He was then in great efteem with the parliament, and em- 
ployed by them on feveral important affairs. In every fta- 
tion in which he was placed, he exhibited the moft inflex- 
ible integrity and firmnefs, a 
After the death of Charles I. he was earneftly i impore 
tuned by Cromwell, to take the place of one of the jultices 
of the bench 3 he had at firft confiderable {cruples concern- 
ing the authority under Which he was to a&; but, at 
length, was prevailed upon to accept the office, from the _ 
confideration, that it being abfolutely neceffary to have 
juftice and property kept up at all times, it was lawful to © 
takea commiffion from ufurpers, if he made no declara- 
tion of acknowledging their authority,” which he never 
a did. Some time after, he was made a judge, in which fta- 





“tion he fhowed his juftice and courage on feveral occafions. 








Soon after the reftoration, he was knighted by King 
hi ; I. who conftituted him chief baron of the ex- 
chequer. ‘When the lord chancellor Clarenden delivered 
him his commiffion, he told him, that « if the king could 
have found out an honefter and fitter man for that employ- 
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ment, he would not have advanced him to it, and that he 
had preferred him, becaufe he knew none that deferved it 
fo well.”? He continued eleven years in that office ; and 
very, much raifed the reputation of the court by his im- 
partial adminiftration of juftice, and alfo by his generofi- 
ty;* vaft diligence, and great exaCtnefs in trial. He 
would never receive private addreffes or recommendations 
from the greateft perfons, in any caufe where juftice was 
concerned. One of the firft peers of England went once 
to his chamber, and informed him * that having a fuit in 
law to be tried before him, he came to acquaint him with 
it, that he might the better underftand it, when it fhould 
be heard in court.” The lord chief baron interrupted 
him, and declared “ that he never received any informa- 

_ tion of caufes but in open court, where both parties were 
to be heard alike.” The duke departed greatly diffatif- 
fied, and complained to the king. But his majefty order- 
ed him “ to content himfelf, that he was no worfe ufed, 
and faid, he would have treated himfelf no better, if he 
had gone to folicit him in any of his own caufes.” 

Judge Hale had learnt from Solomon, that “a gift 
perverteth the ways of judgment.” Hence he conftant- 
ly refufed to receive the fmalleft prefents from thofe who 
had any caufes to be tried before him. 

In the year 1671, this eminent man was promoted to 
the place of lord chief juftice of England. This choice 


* Judge Hale laid afide a tenth part of all he obtained for the _ 
poor ; and was afliduoufly careful to find proper objects for his chars Fe 
ities ; literally following our Saviour’s direction, he gave no enter 
tainments but to the poor. He never went to any a oe 
ments, ; 
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was univerfally applauded ; for he was valued and admir- 
ed by men of all fides and perfuafions. He behaved in 
that high ftation with his ufual ftri¢tnefs, regularity, and 
diligence. About five years after his advancement, his 
“health began to decline, and he made a formal furrender 
i of his office. During a lingering and painful ficknefs, he 
exhibited the moft exemplary patience and perfe& refig- 
nation to the will of God. He continued to enjoy the 
free ufe of his reafon and underftanding to the laft mo- 
ment, which he had often and earneftly prayed for during 
his illnefs. He died onthe 25th of December, sy 
"aged fixty feven years. 

 Bifhop Burnet, the writer of Judge Hale’s life, con- 
cludes his charater in thefe words. ‘* He was one of 
the greateft patterns this age has produced, whether 
in his private deportment, as a chriftian, or m his public 
employments at the bar, or on the bench.’” 

He was twice married, and had ten children, all of 
whom he furvived except one fon and a daughter. 

This great and good man beheld with deep concern 
the impiety and atheifm of the age in which he lived, and 
he oppofed it in his writings, as well as by the fhining eX= 
ample of his life. Notwithftanding the variety of his 

| public avocations, he was the author of fourteen different 
. works, among which were the following, viz. ** Contem- 
_ plations, moral and divine.” “ The primitive origina- 
tion of mankind, confidered and explained according to 
the light of nature.” « His judgment of the nature of 
true religion, the caufes of its corruption,and the church’s 
calamity by men’s additions and violences, with the defired 
eure,” «A treatife concerning provifion for the poor.”” 
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“A difcourfe ofthe knowledge of Godand of ourfelves, firft 
by the light of nature, fecondly, by the facred Scriptures.” 
Burnet’s Life of Hale.—Biographia Britanica,Vol. IV. 





Dre. THOMAS SYDENHAM. 


Tuomas SypEnHAM, an excellent Englifh phyfician, 
was born in Dorfetfhire, in the year 1624. At the age 
of eighteen, in 1642, he commenced a commoner of Mag- 
dalen Hall in Oxford, where it is not probable, that he 
continued long, as he informs us himfelf, that he was 


withheld from the univerfity by the commencement of 


the war; nor is it known in what ftate of life he engaged, 
or where he refided, during the long feries of public come 
motion. 

His application to the fludy of phyfic was, as himfelf 
relates, produced by the perfuafive arguments of Dr. Cox, 
a phyfician then eminent in London. After he had de- 
termined upon the medical profeflion, he retired to the 
univerfity at Oxford, where he fpent feveral years in in- 
tenfe application to ftudy. 

Nor was he fatisfied with the eet of eae 
edge which Oxford afforded, but travelled to Montpelier, 
which was then the celebrated {chool of medicine, in 
fearch of farther information. In 1648, he was admitted 
to the degree of bachelor of phyfic. 

When he thought himfelf qualified for praétice, he fixed _ 
his refidence at Weitminfter, became doctor of phyfic ; at 
Cambridge, received a lieenfe from the college of phyfi. 
gians ; and lived in the firft degree of reputation and af- 
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fluence of practice for many years; without any other 
enemies than thofe he raifed by the fuperiour merit of 
his conduét, the brighter luftre of his abilities, or his im- 
provements in medical fcience. 

It is a melancholy refletion, that they who have attain- 
edthe higheft reputation, by preferving or reftoring the 
health of others, have often been hurried away before the 
natural decline of life, or have pafled many of their years 
under the torments of thofe diftempers, which they pro- 
fefs to relieve. In this number was Sydenham; whofe 
health began to fail in the fifty fecond year of his age, by 
the frequent attacks of the gout, to which he was fubjec& 
for a great part of his life. 

He never difcovered any indecent impatience, or un- 
manly dejection under his torments, but fupported him- 
felf by the refle€tions of philofophy, and the confolations 
of religion ; and in everyynterval of eafe, applied himfelf 
to the afliftance of others, with his ufual affiduity. 

After a life thus ufefully employed, he died at his 
houfe i in Pall Mall, on the 29th of December, 1689, =e) 

was ‘buried i in the aifle, near the fouth door of the church 
of St. James, at Weftminfter. What was his charaCter, 
as a phyfician, appears from the treatifes which he left : 3 


: and from them it may likewife be colleé&ted, that his {kill 










phytic was not his higheft excellence ; that his whole 
s eharatter was amiable ; that he was a firm believer in the 
chriftianity ; that his chief view was the benefit 
of mankind, and the chief motive of his aGtions the will 
ef God, whom he mentions with reverence, well becom- 
ing the moft enlightened and moft penetrating mind. 
Febnfon’s Works, Vol. IF 
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Howouraste ROBERT BOYLeE. 


Rozert Boyue, an eminent philofopher and chemift, 
and a truly good man, was the fon of Richard earl of 
Cork. He was born in the province of Munfter, in Ire- 
land, in the year 1627. When he was nine years old, 
his father fent him to England, in order to be educated 
at Eton fchool, under Sir Henry Wotton, who was the 
earl of Cork’s old friend and acquaintance. Here he 
foon difcovered a force of underftanding, which promifed 
great things, and a difpofition to cultivate and improve it 
to the utmoft. The greateft diligence and application to 
‘ftudy, was a diftinguifhing trait of his early life. He not 
only made a prodigious progrefs in many branches of lit- 
erature, but in fome that have been always fuppofed the 
molt difficult and abftrufe ; and he has been charaéterifed, 
as the moft exaét fearcher into the works of nature, 
that any age has produced.” 
Soon after his education was completed, he made a tour 
to various parts of Europe. While upon his travels, his 
thoughts often turned upon religious fubjects ; and at 
that time he was fo greatly diftrefled with doubts, re{fpeG- 
ing the truth of chriftianity, that he was almoft tempted. 
to defpair and fuicide. He laboured under this perplex. 
ity and melancholy, for a confiderable time; but at 
length, after exerting all the energy of his mind, to make 
a ferious and impartial examination of the fubje&, he be- 
came confirmed in the belief of the chriftian religion. i 
Mr. Boyle returned to England in the year 1644, and , 
applied himfelf with incredible induftry to fludies of vari ee ; 
ouskinds : to thofe of natural philofophy and chemiftry 
in particular. He completed three excellent pieces be- 


t 












63° EXCELLENCE OF THE 


fore he was twenty years of age. He was affiduous in 
cultivating the acquaintance of perfons who were dif- 
tinguifhed for abilities and learning, to whoiti he was, in 
every refpedt, a ready, ufeful, generous affiftant, and with 
whom he held a ‘conftant correfpondence. He was alfo 
one of the firft members of that {mall, but learned body 
of men, who, when all academical ftudies were interrupted 
by the civil wars, fecreted ‘themfelves, ’ about 1645, and 
held private meetings, firft in London, afterwards at Ox- 
ford, for the fake of canvafling fubje@ts of natural. knowl- 
edge, upon that plan of experiment, which Lord Bacon had 
delineated. They ftyled themfelves the Philofophical 
College ; and, after the reftoration, were incorporated by 
the name of the Royal Society. 

In 1652, he went to Ireland, to fettle his eftates in that 
kingdom. He returned to England in 1654, and fixed 
his refidence at Oxford. Here he had the fatisfaction of 
finding fociety perfetly congenial to his tafte ; a num- 
ber of his learned friends having reforted thither for the 
fame reafons. The Philofophical Society being now 
transferred from London to Oxford, it was during his 

-abode here, that he invented the air pump, which was 
: perfected for him, by the ingenious Mr. Hooke, in 1658. 
By this he made fuch experiments, as enabled him to dif- 
: ad demonftrate feveral qualities of the air, which 
oundation for a more complete theory on the 


Fe : philofophy, and inquiries into nature, though they 
engesed his attention deeply, did not occupy it entirely ; 
- fince we find he ftill continued to purfue critical and the- 

ological ftudies. _Indeed the principal defign of his phi- 
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lofophical refearches, was to raife in himfelf and others, 
more fublime conceptions of the greatnefs and glory, and 
of the wifdom and goodnefs of God. 

Upon the reftoration of Charles II. he was treated with 
great civility and refpect, by the king and his two firft min- 
ifters, Southampton and Clarenden. He was repeatedly 
offered a peerage, but did not fee the charms, which fome 
' have found in a coronet. The lord chancellor ‘Clarenden 
-urged him to enter into holy orders, of which he had feri- 

ous thoughts ; but one reafon which determined him By 
gaint it, was, that he believed that he might in fome re- 
{pects be of more fervice to religion by continuing a lay- 
man. He knew that infidels objected againft the teflimo- 
ny of the clergy, that they were interefled characters, 
and hoped he might have more influence, from his having 
no fhare in the patrimony of the church. He chofe 
therefore to purfue his philofophical ftudies in fuch a man- 
ner, as might be moft effectual for the fupport of religion, 
and began to communicate to the world the fruits of his 
ftudies. 

The philofophical works of this great man are too 
large to be particularly enumerated in this place. The 
celebrated Dr. Boerhaave obferves, that to him we owe 
the fecrets of fire, air, water, animals, vegetables, and 
foffils : fo that from his works may be deduced the whole 
fyftem of natural knowledge.” 

The veneration he had for the facred feriptures, ap- 
pears not only from his making them his conftant ftudy ‘3 
and exhorting others to perufe them with the fame atten. 
tion ; but by a number of valuable performances, which 


he wrote in defence of chriftianity. 
i 
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In 1663, he publithed “ Confiderations on the Style 
of the Holy Scriptures.” It was an extract from a larger 
work, entitled “ An Effay on Scripture.’? 

In 1673, he printed a piece that had been written nearly , 
ten years before, entitled “* The Excellency of Theology, 
compared with Natural Philofophy, as both are the objects 
of men’s ftudy, in an Epiflle to a Friend.” 

In 1675, he publifhed «Some Obfervations upon the 
reconcileablenefs of Reafon and Religion ;’’ to which was 
annexed, “ A difcourfe 7 the pofibility of the Refur- 
reCtion.”” 

In 1681, he publifhed his  Difcourfe on things above 
Reafon ;” in which he makes it appear, tltat feveral things 
which we judge to be contrary to reafon, becaufe above 
the reach of our underftanding, are not therefore to be 
thought unreafonable, becaufe we cannot comprehend 
them, fince they may be apparently reafonable to a greater 
and more comprehenfive underflanding. . 

In 1685, he publifhed a trad, “* Of the high veneration 
man’s se owes to Gad, peculiarly fee: his wifdom and 
power.” 

In 1690, he publifhed a moft excellent work, entitled 
The Chriftian Virtuofo ;” thewing, that by being ad- 
i&ed to experimental philofophy, a man is rather affift- 
than ‘indifpofed to be a good chriftian, 

Mir. Boyle’s zeal for the advancement of chriftianity, 
xhibited by many and large benefactions for that 
‘He was at the charge of the tranflation and 
et imp effion of the New Teftament in the Malayan lan- 
% _ ghage, which he fent over all the Eaft Indies. He gave 
a noble reward to him who tranflated Grotius’s valuable 
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book, of the “ Truth of the Chriftian Religion,” inte 
Arabic, and was at the charge of a whole impreffion, 
' which he ordered to be diftributed in all the countries, 
where that language is underftood. He alfo contributed 
largely towards carrying on the impreffion of the New 
Teftament in the Turkifh language. He was at feven 
_ hundred pounds charge, in the edition of’ the Irith Bible, 

which he ordered to be diftributed in Ireland ; and he 
contributed largely to the impreffions of both the Welth 
and the Irifh Bible in Scotland. He gave, during his 
life, three hundred pounds, to advance the defign of propa- 
gating the chriftian religion in America ; and as foon as 
he heard that the Eaft India Company were entertaining 
propofitions for a fimilar defign in the Eaft, he fent a hun- 
dred pounds for a beginning, but intended greatly to en- 
large his charity, when it was begun in earneft. In his 
will he ordered, that a liberal provifion fhould be made for 
the perfon, who fhould in a few, well digefted fermons, 
fet forth the truth of the chriftian religion in general, 
without defcending to the fubdivifions among chriftians. 
In fine, his charities were fo extenfive, that they amounted 
to upwards of one thoufand pounds per annum. 

As early as the year 1689, this eminent man found his 
health and ftrength gradually decline 3 but he till con- 
tinued his ftudiesand labours for the welfare of mankind. 
In 1691, his complaints became very alarming. He died 
on the 30th of December the fame year, aged fixty five. 
He had lived forty years with his fitter, lady Ranelagh, 
a woman of great and eminent piety ; and they died wit! 
.a few days of each other. Pe 

He was buried in St. Martin’s church in the Fields, : 
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Weftminfter, and his funeral fermon was preached by his 
- friend, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bifhop of Salifbury, from 
Eccles. xi. 26. The bifhop gives a large account of 
Mr. Boyle’s fincere and unaffected piety, and more ef- 
pecially of his zeal for the chriftian religion, without 
having « any narrow notions concerning it, or miftaking, 
‘as fo many do, a bigoted attachment to a particular fect, 
for that zeal, which is the ornament of a true chriftian.”? 
He goes on to mention his large benefaétions for the 
fpread of chriftianity ; and thus fpeaks of him in another 
place. “He had the moft profound veneration for the 
great God of heaven and earth, that I ever obferved in - 
any man. ‘The very name of God was never mentioned 
by him, without a paufe and a vifible ftop in his dif- 
courfe ;” and adds, “I might challenge the whole tribe of 
libertines, to come and view the ufefulnefs, as well as 
excellence of the chriftian religion, in a life that was 
entirely devoted to it.” 

Biographia Senge Vol. IL.—Britifh Phutar ahs 






aa tio was a lawyer, educated him 
nefs i in his infancy, and then fent him to 
At ae age of nineteen he ——— 
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Soon after Mr. Locke left the univerfity-he commenced 
the ftudy of phyfic, and having finifhed through the pre- 
paratory courfes, begun to practice in Oxford. But, 
finding the ftrength of his conftitution unequal to the 
fatigue of this profeffion, he relinquifhed it, and accepted 
the office of fecretary to Sir William Swan, who in 1664, ° 
was appointed envoy to the elector of Brandenburg, and 

_fome other German princes, 

This employment, though of fhort duration, was bene-. 
ficial. It gave him an infight into men and bufinefs, and | 
paved the way for his better reception afterwards in the 
world. 

He returned, the year following, to Oxford ; where ° 
he continued to improve his knowledge in natural philofo- 
phy and phyfic. In 1666, he became acquainted with 
Lord A fhley, afterwards the celebrated earl of Shaftef- 
bury ; as his lordfhip was inan ill ftate of health, Mr. 
Locke prefcribed for him, and was inftrumental in pre- 
ferving his life. From this period, his lordfhip received: 
him into his houfe, and introduced him to the acquaint 
ance of other noble and diftinguifhed perfons. 

In this feat of elegance and refinement he continued fey 
eral years, with little intermiflion, and fketched the plan: 
of his great work, « An Effay on the Human Underftand-- oe 
ing 5”? but was prevented from making any confiderable. 







progrefs in it, my other employment in the Dye of hi 


lord chancellor the following year, penta him: 
tary of the prefentaticns. 
This place he held till November 1673, when the 
feal was taken from Lord Shaftefbury. “He i 
2 
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edntributed his affiftance to fome pieces, which the earl 
procured to be publifhed, in order to excite the nation to 
an attention to the intereft of liberty. His patron being 
ftill prefident’of the board of trade, Mr. Locke was fecre- 
tary to a commiffion from that board, which he held till 
the year 1674, when the commiffion was diffolved. : 

_ After he had diligently employed a great part of his 
life in ufeful occupations, he accepted an offer that was 
made him by Sir Francis Mafham and his lady, of an 
apartment in their country feat at Oates in Effex. There 
he {pent the greateft part of the remainder of his days 5 
and had the happinefs of finding a moft agreeable friend 
and companion in lady Mafham,* a woman of great abili- 
ty and learning, who difcuffed with judgment and ability 

the moft abftrufe points in metaphyfies and divinity. Fr 

In the decline of life, he refigned his feat at a board of 
- trade ; and entirely devoted his time to the ftudy of the 
Scriptures. He was Snever' weary of admiring the great 
views of that facred book, and the juft relation of all its 
parts, and every day made difcoveries in it, which gave 
him freth caufe. of admiration, This great philofopher 
1e moft profound veneration for the word 
ted chriftians to make it their 
ren the year before his death, to 
his queftion, “ What is the fhorteft and 
young gentleman to attain to a true 
the chriftian religion, in the full and jut 
2” His anfwer is, “ let him fudy the Holy 
au the New Teftament. Therein are 
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eontained the words of Eternal Life. It has God for 
its author ; Salvation for its end ; and Truth without any 
mixture of errour for the matter.” 

The death of this excellent man was agreeable to his 
life ; his diffolution approaching by fenfible but flow ad- 
“ vances, he prepared himfelf for the laft confli&t with the 

calmnefs of a philofopher, and the fortitude of a chriftian. 
The day before his death, while lady Mafham was fitting 
by his bed fide, he exhorted her to regard this world only 
as a ftate of preparation for a better ; adding, that “he 
had lived long enough, and thanked God for having pafl- 
ed his life fo comfortably ; but that this life appeared to 
him mere vanity.” 
The fame day, he particularly advifed all about him to 
read the Scriptures ; and defired to be remembered by 
them at evening prayers. Being told that, if he chofe it, 
the whole family fhould be with him in his chamber, he 
faid, «he thould be very glad to have it fo, if it would not 
give too much trouble ; and an occafion offering to fpeak 
of the goodnefs of God, he efpecially exalted his kind- 
nefs to man in juftifying him. by faith in Jefas Chrift ; and 
returned God thanks, in particular, for having bleffed hi 
with the knowledge of the Divine Saviour. a se 
On the iia ae pe cans wi 






fincerely wie i eon a . his 
fuffered no diminution, by the lapfe of nearly 
years. 
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works, which have been highly celebrated. His « Let- 
ters on. Toleration” were printed 1689. His “ Treatife 
on Government,” and “ Effay on the Human Under- 
flanding,” was publifhed 1690; and his “ Thoughts 
‘Concerning Education,” &c: 1693. He alfo has written 
a number of valuable works on religious fubjeéts, as, «* A 
Difcourfe on Miracles ;? A T'reatife on the Reafona- 
_ blenefs of Chriftianity,”’ as delivered in the Scriptures, - 
publifhed 1695; * A Vindication of this Reafonable- 
nefs,” 1696; and a “ Paraphrafe and Notes on the 
Epiftles of St. Paul,” publifhed 1709. The whole cata- 
logue of his works is too large to be particularly enume- 
rated. The greateft part of them were publifhed in 
VIA, in three volumes folio. 
A late celebrated writer thus chara¢terizes Mr. Locke. 
“‘ He was rendered truly illuftrious by his wifdom and 
virtue ; by the difintereftednefs and uprightnefs of his 
— condu& ; by his love of trith, and his ardent attachment 
to the great interefls of mankind. He analyfed the hus ~ 
» man mind ; explained i its operations, and illumined the in- 
i nabrosld: by the ae of his refearches. He 







a omar a precifion, aude force 
ot been equalled by any preceding — 
dt eelneuat sey Sacred oo 5 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 69 


tinue to be revered whenever learning, liberty; and virtue 
_ fhall be held in eftimation.” 

As a tribute to the memory of Mr. Locke, Queen 
Carolina, confort to George II. ere&ted a pavilion in Rich- 
mond Park, in honour of philofophy, where fhe placed his 
buft with Bacon, Newton, and Clark, as the four pane 

pal Englith philofophers. 
Biographia Britannica.— Britt “tip Platarch.—= 
Biographical Didionary 





Sx ISAAC NEWTON. 

Isaac Newton, a moft celebrated Englifh philofo- 
pher and mathematician, and one of the greateft geniufes 
that ever appeared in the world, was defcended of an an- 
-eient aay which pie for —. centuries upon the 










on “Chrittrnas day, ee “At twe 
was fent to the Grammar {choo 
eighteen, removed to Bag 
in ice - 





ety age 3 bell icaid 

ftudies, he foon made himfelf 
author was difmiffed, as too piata and 
time. He advanced at once into more 
and it is certain, he had laid the foundatio 
mortal works, the Principia, and Optics, befo 
completed the twenty fourth year of his ag 
~ ‘When Newton had finifhed his Principiz 


x 





Jo." EXCELLENCE OF THE 


fome time, before the world could underftand his philo- 
fophical principles. The beft mathematicians were 
obliged to perufe it with the utmoft attention, before they 
could make themfelves mafters of it ; and thofe of a lower 
rank were afraid to venture upon this work, till encouraged 
by the teftimonies of the moft learned ; but at laft, when 
his genius came to be more fully known, the approbation 
which had been fo flowly obtained became univerfal, and 
nothing was to be heard, from all quarters, but one gen- 
eral fhout of admiration.—‘* Does Mr. Newton eat, drink, 
‘or fleep like other men ?” faid the Marquis de l’ Hofpital, 
one of the greateft mathematicians of the age, tothe Eng- 
lith who vifited him. -‘¢ I reprefent him to myfelf as a ce- 
leftial genius, entirely difengaged from matter,” 

‘It is impoffible, i in this fketch, to give a particular ac- 


sount of his 









difcoveries, which were.fo extenfive as to em- 
erfe. It isfaid by Keil, that, « if all phi- 
mathematics, were confidered as confifling 
ning. of them are entirely of his difcovery and 
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the moft cenforious obfervers could never charge him with 
the vanity of prefumed fuperiority. : 

His genius and learning had procured him merited 
honours. As early as 1669, he was chofen profeffor of 
mathematics in Cambridge ; and in 1696, he was ap- 
pointed warden to the Mint, in which employment he did — 
very fignal fervice to the nation. Three years after, he 
was appointed matter of that office ; a place worth twelve 
or fifteen hundred pounds per annum, which he held till 
his death. In 1703, he was chofen Prefident of the 
Royal Society, having previoufly beén ele&ted amember . 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris. The French 
foon relinquifhed the philofophy of their countryman_ 
Des Cartes, for the folid principles of Newton. 5 

This great man did not neglect the opportunities of 2% 
doing good, which the revenues of his patrimony, and a 












profitable employment, improved by prudent economy, 





a in his powers. When decency, or any occafion re 


with a very ee grace. At other 
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penfe faved for better purp Bs 
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readily fupplying him with what he might have occafion 
for, inthepurfuit of any fubje& he undertook to inveftigate. 
This extraordinary man was alfo diftinguifhed for the 
meeknefs of his difpofition, and his great love of peace. 
He would rather have chofen to remain in obfcurity, and 
lofe the credit of the moft fublime difcoveries, than to 
have relinquifhed that tranquility of mind, which he con- 
ftantly endeavoured to preferve. We find him refleQing 
on the controverfy, refpe€ting his optic leGtures, in which. 
he was almoft unavoidably engaged, in the following terms. 
6 I blamed my own imprudence, for parting with fo real 
a bleffing as my quiet, to run after a fhadow.” 
~ ‘To crown all the other excellencies which adorn his 
character, this great philofopher is well known to have 
been a firm believer, and a ferious chriftian ; hence he ap- 
plied his difcoveries concerning the frame and {vftem, of 
the univerfe, to demonftrate the being of a God, and to 
illuftrate his power and wifdom in the creation. 
He devoted himfelf with the utmoft attention, to the 
ftudy of the Holy Scriptures, and confidered their feveral 
‘parts with uncommon exaétnefs ; particularly, as to the 
order of time, and the feries of prophecies and events, ree 
ing to the Meffiah. In 1728, he publifhed his chronolo- 
Y, which explains the connexion between facred and pre- 










ftory ; and furnifhes new illuftrations of feveral texts 
ure. After this, he publifhed his obfervations on 
hecies of Daniel, and the Apocalypfe of St. John, 
He endeavours to prove in this work, that the 
ophecy of Daniel’s weeks was ‘an exprefs pre- 
tion of the coming of the Meffiah,gand fillilled i ia 
; Clarif. 
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With refpe& to his religious fentiments, though firmly 
attached to the church of England, he was greatly averfe 
to the perfecution of the nonconformifts. He judged of 
men by their manners, and the true fchifmatics, in his opin- 
ion, were the vicious and wicked. 

After enjoying an uniform ftate of health, the refult of 
temperance and regularity, till the age of cighty, he began 
to be afflifted with an incurable and painful difeafe ; and 
the paroxy{ms of his diforder were diftreffing in the higheft 
degree. In thefe trying circumftances, he was never ob- 
ferved to utter the leaft complaint, nor to exprefs the 
fmalleft impatience ; but in his intervals of eafe, affumed 
all that cheerfulnefs and good humour, which had ever 
been a diftinguifhing trait in his character. 

He refigned his life, March 20, 1726, in the eighty 
fifth year of his age ; and was honoured with a pompous 
funeral. An elegant monument, in Weftmintfter moet 
was erected to his memory.* 

The principles of this excellent man, and his condué 
through life, have left a ftrong and pleafing evidence, t that . 
the higheft intelleftual powers harmonize Agith religion 
and virtue ; and that there is nothing in chriftiani y, bu 
what will abide the fcrutiny of the foundeft 


ape 











enlarged underftanding. 
Dr. Ryland makes the following remarks on 
acter and writings of this great philofopher. 
‘6 In Sir Ifaac Newton’s Differtation on Daniel and 


* The works of Sir aac Newton were collected, 1784, 
valuable commentary, in five handfome quarto vol 
Rev. Dr, Horfley, now bithop of Roc hefter. 
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Revelations, you fee the greateft geometrician in the world, 
who underftood the nature of demonftration, as well as any 
man that ever lived, bowing his underftanding to the 
revelation of God, and ftudying that revelation all his 
days ; we are affured, that his Bible was always lying on his 
table or defk before him. The chara@er and practice of 
this great man, is more than fufficient to weigh down to 


eternity all the Bolingbrokes and Humes, the Rouffeaus 


and Voltaires, that have ever lived, or ever will live to the 


end oftime. Let the modern free thinkers, or rather half 
_ thinkers, or no thinkers, hide their heads in confufion and 


darknefs, inftead of ftanding up with impudence againft 

fo great a mafter of reafon and philofophy.”’ 

Biographia Britannica.— Biographical Dictionary, 
Vol. XI.—Ryland’s Contemplations. z 
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ef Burford, he entered a nobleman in Wadham College, in 
1659, only twelve years old, and in 1661, at fourteen, was 
mmade matter of arts, with fome other perfons of high rank. 
He eavdlca afterwards inte France and Italy, and on 
his return devoted himfelf to the court. At this. period 
he unhappily addi&ed himfelf to diffolute and vicious 
company, by which his principles were corrupted, and his | 
manners depraved. Loft to all fenfe of religious reftraint, 
and finding it not convenient to admit the authority of = 
laws, which he was refolved not to obey, he fheltered his 
-wickednefs behind infidelity. 
‘Having an active and inquifitive mind, he never, except 
in his paroxyfms of intemperance, was wholly negligent of 
fludy ; but read what is confidered as polite learning fo 
much, that he is mentioned by Wood as the greateft {cholat 
of all the nobility. Sometimes he retired into the coun- 
try, and amufed himfelf with writing libels, in which he 
did not pretend to confine himfelf to truth. 
aes long as his mete allowed him peer 









Ona tour into the Weft of F Eng n 
his laft illnefs, he ats the ae 
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of impiety, and received the applaufe of the whole com- 
pany ; but here again his confcience reproached him, and 
he ache a to himfelf, “ Good God ! that a man who 
walks upright, who fees the wonderful works of God, 
and has the ufe of his fenfes and reafon, fhould ufe them 
to the defying of his Creator.” 
Thefe fucceffive convidtions however gradually wore 
off, till they returned with full force upon his mind, in his 
aft ficknefs. He then ferioufly refolved to turn to God 
unfeignedly, and to do all that was poffible, in the fhort 
time allotted him, to obviate-the effects of his ill example, 
and teftify his fincere penitence for * his fins, and firm be- 
Nef of the great truths of chriftianity. 
_ He reproved his old companions in iniquity, with en- 
ergy and fidelity. He contemned the abfurd philofophy 
ef Hobbes, and acknowledged that it had corrupted his 
- own, and the principles: of many others. ‘He ordered his 


geete and indelicate writings to be burnt. He expreff- 


neern ior the religious education of ne 


ke : B et, which book, ye Dr. Johnfon, 
cht i. read or ws loquence, the philofopher for its 
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as he had been; or one of thofe wretched beings, who 
pride themfelves in reviling God and religion. He pro- 
tefted that he would not wilfully commit a fin to gain a 
kingdom ; and for the admonition of others, fubfcribed 
the following recantation, which he ordered to be pub- 
lifhed. 

* For the benefit of all thofe, whom I may have drawn 
into fin, by my example and encouragement, I leave to 
the world, this my laft declaration, which 1 deliver in the 
prefence of the great God, who knows the fecrets of all 

hearts, and before whom I am preparing to be judged ; 
that, from the bottom of my foul, 1 deteft and abhor the 
whole courfe of my former wicked life ; that I think, 
I can never fufficiently admire the goodnefs of God, who 
has given me a true fenfe of my pernicious opinions and 
vile praGtices; by which [have hitherto lived without hope, 
and without God in the world; have been an open enemy 

to Jefus Chrift, doing the utmoft defpite to the Holy 

Spirit of Grace ; and that the greateft teftimony of my 

shanty to fuch, is to warn them in tis name of God, and 





Hell is the due of every page, 
Hell be the fate, (but © indulgent Heaven,) 
: $o vile the Mufe, and yet the man forgive 
Gz 
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to the divine will; and declared that he only defired to 
live to evince the truth of his repentance, by the entire 
change in hfs future condu&. 

The Scriptures, which had been fo often the fubject of 
his ridicule, now appeared extremely beautiful. The ap- 
parent inconfiftencies, which his corrupt mind formerly 
magnified, vanifhed ; as he found them to be the power | 
of God to his falvation. He frequently requefted his at- 
tendants to read the fifty third of Ifaiah to him ; upon 

_ which he ufed to defcant in a very affeGting paraphrafe. 

This nobleman, in the midit of his ficknefs exclaimed, 

* Shall the unfpeakable joys of Heaven be conferred on 
me! O mighty finner, never, but through this infinite 
love and fatisfaQion. O never, but by the purchafe of 
thy blood !” I fhall now die, (faid he, three or four days 
before his diffolution,) “But O! what unfpeakable glories: 
do I fee! What joys beyond thought and expreffion am 

A I fenfible of. I am affured of God’s mercy to mes 
through, Jor Chrift. oe long to die, and be 







& and ting eyes, 
S Lord, a jo¥ : big for words, 





* 
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——-Leaving hisimpiouslife, his godly death, 
A monument, in every age to ftand, 
For guiltieft finner, of redeeming power.” ¥ 
Burnet’s Life of Rochefter.—Fohnfon’s Lives of the Pao 
- ets.—Power of Religion.—Parfons’ Sermon on the 
death of Rochefter. 





De. NEHEMIAH GREW. 


Newemian Grew, a learned Englith writer and phy- 
fician, was born at Coventry ; his father, a celebrated non- 
conformift clergyman, was fettled at St. Michael’s parith 
in that city. After educating his fon in his own princi- 
ples, he fent him to complete his ftudies in one of the 
foreign univerfities, where he took the degree of doctor 
of phyfic, and ae merit foon procured him extenfive prac- 
tice. 

In the year 1672,‘ he came to Sesedon and was cho-< 
fen Fellow of the Re: yal Society 3 a few years after, he 
was chofen their fecretary, and rendered himfelf eminent. — 
ly ufeful by his virtues and talents. In 1680, he was ad 
mitted an honorary Fellow of the College of an 
in London. He was the author of fevera 
particularly, “The Anatomy of Plant 
















with eighty three very curious engravings. J wi 
ings are calculated to promote learning and piety. = 
His laft produétion is entitled, “A Difcourfe of t 
Univerfe, &c.” chiefly written to demgnftrate the truth 
and excellence of the Bible. The author thews in this BS 
work, that “ religion, fo far from being incon with, id 
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is the higheft point and perfection of philofophy.” He 
died fuddenly, on the 25th of March 1711. - 

The charaéter of Dr. Grew is fufficiently exhibited in 
his writings : for they breathe a fpirit of iio piety, 
and clearly evince, that his objet was to encourage and 
recommend religion, and render his knowledge fubfervient 
to the glory of God, and the good of mankind. 

Britifh Biagraphy. 





“FAMES BONNEL, Esa. 


“tanes Bonnet, was born at Geneva, in 1653, where 
his father then refided, as a merchant. At the age 
of fourteen, he was fent to a philofophical {chool, in Ox- 
fordfhire ; and afterwards to Catherine Hall, Cambridge. 
After his education at the univerfity was completed, he 
travelled to Holland and Flanders, as private tutor to'a 
gentleman’s fons; and in 1484, went to Ireland as ac- 
countant general, in right of a patent granted to his de- 
ceafed fathen He behaved in fo obliging a manner, in 
of this office, as to acquire the efteem of the 
the affectionate regard of all who were 
intimacy. During the reign of James 
neither deferted his employment, nor complied 
the arbitrary meafures of the court. His continu- 
n office was highly advantageous to the proteftant 
intereft in Ireland ; for whatever he received out of his 
place, he literally diftributed among the poor, diftreffed 















proteftants ; he embraced every opportunity to relieve 
‘the injured ; and boldly advocated their caufe, before 
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thofe who were in power. He lived to fee the revolution 
in England, which event afforded him the greateft fatis- 
faétion. 

Mr. Bonnel had avery early fenfe of religion, which led 
him toftudy the Praétice of Piety, at cleven years old, and 
toform his devotions on the plan, which is there preferibed. 

The influence of religious principles appeared confpic- 
uous in the whole courfe of this excellent man’s life. 
His charity was fo great, that he gave the eighth part of 
his yearly income to thepoor. He wasapatternto all, for 
humility, meeknefs and contempt of the world. One of 
his intimate acquaintance declared, ‘* That he never knew 
him do a thing, or utter a word, that he would have with- 
ed undone, or unfaid, in the laft moments of his exiftence.”” 

Mr. Bonnel was diftinguifhed for his ability and exten- 

five information, as well as for the excellence of his moral 
and religious chara@ter. He was matter both of the orna- 
mental and the neceflary parts of learning. He had a 
perfe&t acquaintance with the Greek and Roman authors. 
Inphilofophy and oratory, he exceeded moft of his conteme | 
poraries at the univerfity ; and had ap lied himfelf with 
fuccefs to mathematics and mufic.- 
This pious-man publifhed a number of meditati 










prayers, which are inferted in his life ; and 
proved a Harmony of the Gofpels, written byan 

In the year 1699, he was feized with a malignan’ 
of which he died, comfortably depending on his Redeem 
er’s merits. A neat marble monument was, by his relict, — 
ere€ted to his memory. 

Biographia Britannica, Vol. V.—Defence of Sistart 
mental Religion, Vol. Lf. 
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De. BERNARD NIEUWENTYIT. 


Berwarp NisuwentTy7, an eminent Dutch philofo- 
pher and mathematician, was born Auguft 10, 1654, at 
Weltgraafdyk, in North Holland, of which place his fa- 
ther was minifter. He difcovered a tafte for learning in 
‘his infancy ; and in particular, applied himfelf early to 
logic. Hence he proceeded to the mathematics, in which 
he made great’ proficiency ; but his application to that 
branch of learning did not deter him from ftudying both 
phyfic and law. He fuccceded in all thefe {eiences, and 
becamea good philofopher, a great mathematician, a cel- 
ebrated phyfician, and an able and jut magiftrate. 

Though naturally of a grave and ferious difpofition, his 
engaging manner conciliated the affection of thofe, with 
whom he converfed. Hence he acquired great efteem and 
credit, i in the council of the town of Pomevend, where he 
refided ; and alfo in the fates of that province, who re- 
{peCted him more highly on qccount of his never engaging 
in any cabals or fa€tions to fecure their good opinion. 


He was more attentive to cultivate the fciences than eager 








ounfellor and burgomatter of the town, 


literary purfuits, died in 1730, leaving an 

lent moral and religions charaéter. 

_ Dr. Nieuwentyt evinced his firm belief in chriftianity, 

by a publication entitled, ‘* The Religious Philofopher, 

or the 2 Right Ufe of contemplating the Works of the 
Caan be conviction of Atheifts andInfidels.”* He 


‘ “* Dr. Sarees was the author of fovea other publications 
_ ‘Written in the Dutch language. 


ours of the government ; coatenting him- 


vithout -fecking any other pofts, which might interfere — 


o> 
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declares in his preface, “ that the defign of writing thefe 
contem plations is, to convince atheifts of the wifdom, 
power, and goodnefs of God, the maker and ruler of all 
things ; and infidels, (who acknowledge a God, but re- 
je& the authority of divine revelation,) that the Scrip- 
tures are of more than human original ; and in this way, 
to reprefent to both of them the right ufe of the contem- 
plation of the world ; and by turning ‘their thoughts 
to the knowledge of nature, to lead them on to the true 

netions of the Deity.” 
General Biographical Disionery Vol. XI. —Nieu- 
wentyt’s Religious Philofopher. | 


———————————— 
HENRY W. LUDOLPH, Es. 


Henry Wirziam Lupotprs, a learned traveller, was 
a native of Enfurt, in Germany, and born in 1655. He 
was fon to George Henry Ludolph, 2 counfellor of that 
city, and nephew to the famous Job. Ludolph, who had. 
fome fhare in the care of his education, and the regulation 

of his ftudies. He thus became qualified { for the pol he 
afterwards enjoyed, of fecretary to Mr. Len nv 
from Chriftian V. king of Denmark, A 
Great Britain. ‘This gentleman, for his fai 3 
ability, recommended him afterwards to Prince George _ ‘ 
ef Denmark, confort to Queen Anna, and in 1680, he . ap 
was appointed his fecretary. ; 

‘This office he enjoyed feveral years, till he was feized 
with a violent diftemper, which incapacitated him for it. 
On this account he was difcharged, with the allowance of 


a handfome penfion. 
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During his illnefs, his mind was {trongly impreffed with 
a fenfe of divine things, which became permanent and 
influential : hence at his recovery, he formed the grand 
project of fpreading the gofpel in the Eaft. In 1693, he 
fet out for Ruflia, and a few years afterwards, vifited 
Smyrna, Conftantinople, Jerufalem, Cairo, Alexandria, 
&c. Hereturned in 1700 ; and after making every pof-. 
fible inquiry, into the ftate of religious knowledge in the 
Eaft, and attentively confidering the beft methods of im- 
proving it, he gave his ideas on thefe fubjeéts to the fo- 
ciety for promoting chriftian knowledge. 

The deplorable ftate of chriftianity in the countries, 
through which he travelled, induced him in 1703, to pub- 
lifh the New Teftament, in vulgar Greek, and to make a 
charitable prefent of it to the Greek church. He fre- 
quently expreffed his earneft withes, that the proteftant 
powers in Europe would fettle a college at Jerufalem, 
and in fome degree imitate the ardent zeal of the Roman 
catholics, who {pare no expenfe nor labour, toconvert oth- 
ers to their religion. He defired alfo, that fuch men as 
defigned to live in that college, might be acquainted 
reek, Arabic, and Turkifh languages ; 
univerfal love and charity, be qualified to 









enuine chriftianity ; ‘¢ for many,” faid he, “ prop- 
: their own particular fyftems, and take this to be 
gofpel of Chrilt.” : 3 

uring the remainder of this excellent man’s life, both 
his time and property, were liberally devoted to pious 
and charitable purpofes. He died Jan. 25, 1710, aged 
fifty four. 
_ He publithed feveral works on religious fubjegts, partic- 
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‘larly, “‘Confiderations on the Intereft of the Church 
Dsiverfal,” «A propofal, for promoting the caufe of Re- 
ligion, filithe Churchesof the Levant,” and “ RefleGtions on 
the prefent ftate of the Chriftian Church.” 
Biographical Dittionary, Vol. X.—Expere- 
mental Religion, Vol. IT. 
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ROBERT NELSON, Esa. 


Rosert Netson, Efq. a learned and pious Englifh gen- 
gleman, was born at London 1656. His father dying 
when he was but two years old, he was committed to the 
care of his mother, and her brother, who wasappointed his 
guardian. He was firft fent to St. Paul’s fchool in Lon- 
don ; but the ptincipal part of his education was under a 
private tutor at his mother’s houfe, from whence he was 
removed to Trinity College, in Cambridge, and admitted 
a fellow commoner. . ; 

In 1680, he was chofen a fellow of the Royal Society. 
‘The fame year, he fet out on his travels ; when he arriv- 
ed at Rome he formed an acquaintance with lady Theoph- 
ila Lucy, a woman of fine fenfe and underftanding h 
he married after his return to England, in 168 

Mr. Nelfon was treated with the greateft d 
all the foreign courts which he vifited ; nor was h 
efteemed in England, his acquaintance being. generally 
among fuch, as were moftremarkable for piety andlearning. 

He engaged with energy and zeal, in every public 
{cheme for the honour and intereft, as well as for the 
fpreading of the faith, and promoting the practice of true 
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chriftianity, both at home and abroad, feveral propofals 
for building, repairing, and endowing charity fchools, par- 
ticularly. At his death, he left his whole eftate to pious 
and charitable ufes. 

Mr. Nelfon’s conduct was exemplary in every fituation 
in life. His zeal to promote the caufe of religion, induc- 
ed him to publifh many books of a pious tendency, par- 
ticularly his « Companion for the feftivals and fafts of the 
church of England”? «The Whole Duty of a Chrif- 
tian.” “ Life of Bithop Bull”? «* An Addrefs to per- 
fons of Quality and Eftate.” |“ Letter on Church Goy- 
ernment,”’ &c. 

In the introdu&tion to his companion for fafts and fefti- 
vals, it is obferved, that “whoever readsthis book, will find 
it no {mall addition to the pleafure and advantage he 
fhall derive from it, to confider that it is the work of a 
fine gentleman, and one who never entered into holy or- 
ders, becaufe this will they what injuftice thofe do the 
chriftian religion, who reprefent it as a morofe, narrow 
{pirited inftitution, fit only to be pra@tifed by hermits 
and reclufes, 







from being inconfiftent with that genuine> {fpirit of 
piety, which he always exhibited; that they were no fmall 
‘ornaments to it. Thefe endowments feemed to make 
his virtue more amiable and captivating ; whilft his virtue 
made thofe endowments, which by themfelves are unwor- 
thy to be efteemed, appear as real accomplifhments.” 

In his laft iMnefs, Mr. Nelfon profeffed a firm affiance 
in the mercies of God through Jefus Chrift, anda full 
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affurance of hope in the divine promifes, by which he was : 
enabled to dic in peace and comfort. He refigned his 
life, in #..,, aged fifty nine, and was interred in Lamb’s 
Conduit Fields, where a monument is erected to his 


memory. 
‘Biographical Diétionary, Vol. I], —Exp eri- 


mental Religion, Vol. II, 





Dr. PHILIP HECQUET. 


Puitie Hecquer, a French phyfician of fingular merit 
and fkill, was born at Abbeville, in 1661, and praétifed 
firft in that city, then at Port Royal, and laftly at Paris. 
He was attached to the moft fimple mode of life ; and fo 
truly devout, that it is faid, he never prefcribed in doubt- 
ful cafes, without having a previous recourfe to prayer. 
In 1728, he retired to a convent of Carmelites in Paris, 
where he continued acceffible only to the poor, to whona 
he was a friend, a comforter, and a father. He died at the 
age of feventy fix. 

~ This illuftrious phyfician publifhed many profeffional é 
works of much eftimation. His life has been written at. 
large by M. le Fevre de St. Mare, and is no lefs’ 
to chriftians than inftru@tive to medical ftuden 







clearly evinces his veneration for revealed religion. 


Biographical Didionary, Vol. PILL. 








CHARLES ROLLIN. 


_€uaArves Rovtzin, a Frenchman famous for his elo-. 


quence and {kill in the Belles, Lettres, was born at Paris, 
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Jan. 30th, 1661. He early difcovered a peculiar turn for 
literature, and his natural genius had all the advantages of 
a liberal education. He diftinguifhed himfelf at the uni- 
verfity by his abilities and application, and eafily obtained 
the firft rank among his fellow ftudents. He ftudied rhet- 
oric in the college of Pleflis, under Mr. Herfan, who took 
him for his affiftant in 1683, and in 1687, gave up the 
chair to him. The fucceeding year Herfan, with the 
king’s approbation, refigned the profeflorfhip of eloquence, 
inthe royal college, to his beloved pupil Rollin. No 
man ever exercifed the functions of this office with greater 
applaufe. He often made Latin orations to celebrate the 
memorable events of the times,and frequently accompanied 
them with poems, which were univerfally readandadmired. 

In 1694, he was chofen re€tor of the univerfity, and 
continued in that office two years, which was then con- 
fidered as a greatmark of diftin@ion. He made many very 
ufeful regulations in the univerfity ; and particularly Yen 
vived the ftudy of the Greék language, which was then 
much neglected. - A large number of perfons who did 


% hono rt a 







church, the flate, and the army, were educat- 





F affiduoufly to ftudy ; and being fo happy as to 
‘retirement, books, and a decent competence, he 

und leifure to compofe his treatife « upon the manner of 
ftudying and teaching the Belles Lettres.2? This work 
was publifhed in two volumes, in 1726, and two more in 
1728, 8vo, This performance has been juftly applauded, 
for the fpirit of piety, which appears to have animated the 
author. 
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Encouraged by the great fuccefs of this work, he un-. 
dertook another of equal ufe and entertainment, viz. 
“The Ancient Hiftory of the Egyptians, Carthagenians, 
Babylonians, Medes and Perfians, Macedonians and 
Greeks,” which he finifhed in thirteen volumes,. 8vo. and‘ 
publithed between 1730 and 1738. Whilft the laft vol- 
ume of his ** Ancient Hiftory” was printing, he publifh- 
ed the firft of his “ Roman Hiftory,” which he lived to. 
carry on through the eighth and part of the ninth volume. 
Mr. Crevier, his worthy pupil, continued the Hiftory and- 
eompleted it, on his original plan, in fixteen volumes 8vo. 
Axll the works of Rollin have met with univerfal appro- 
bation ; and been tranflated into feveral languages. 

This excellent man died Sept. 14, 1741, in the eight- 
ieth year of his age. 

Rollin’s character, has been thus fummed ups He’ 
was a man of an admirable compofition ; very ingenious, 
confummate in polite learning, of rigid morals and great. 
piety.” 

“ We find in his works generous and exalted fenti- 
ments, a zeal for the good of fociety, a love of virtue, a 









veneration for Providence ; and in flort every thi 
though on profane soot fanGtified witha fj 
religious.” 

This eclebrated author was a firm believer in th 
of divine revelation ; and whilft he’ exemplified thee 
lence of religion in his life and converfation, he erdeavour- 
ed by his writings to inculcate upon others the belief and: 
practice of chriftianity. 

He even rendered his hiftorical refearches fubfervient to: 


this important purpofe, by making excellent and ftriking: 
H2 
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obfervations on facred hiftory, which he introduces in the 
following manner : 

« Sacred hiftory is very different from all other hiftory 
whatever. The laft contains only human faéts and tem- 
poral events ; and often full of uncertainty and contradic- 
tion. Butthe other is the hiftory of God himfelf, the 
Supreme Being ; the hiftory of his omnipotence, his infi- 
nite wifdom, his univerfal providence, his holinefs, his juf- 
tice, his mercy and all his other attributes fet forth under: 
a thoufand forms, and difplayed by sues of wonder- 
ful effets. 

«The book which contains allthefewonders is the moft 
ancient book in the world ; and the only one before the 
coming of the Meffiah, in which God has fhewn us, ina 
clear and certain manner, what he is, what we are, and for 

oe what ends defigned.” - 
General oe Hiftory, Vol. XIII. 
Rollin’ 5 Belles Lettres. 
X 












LIAM MEL MOTH, Ese, 
‘LMOTH, a learned and worthy batrifter 
» was born in 1666. He foon became 
nt in his profeffion, and was in. conjunétion with Mr. 
Williams, the publifher of Vernon’s Reports, under 
| er ofthe court of chancery. But the performance 
a for which he juftly deferves to be held in perpetual re. 
_ membrance is, The Great Importance of a Religious 
_ Life.” Seventy five thoufand copies of this work fold - 
_ ima peridd of lefs than twenty five years, Heaflerts in 
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the preface that, ** the defign of his labour is to check the 

rage for fenfual pleafure ; and awaken in the minds of un 

thinking men a ferious fenfe of religion.’’ 
The following concife account of Mr. Melmoth’s char= 
acter, drawn by his fon, * is prefixed to this publication. 
It may add-weight perhaps to the refleCtions contain- 
ed in the following pages, to inform the reader that the 
author’s life was one uniform exemplar of thofe precepts 
which, with fo generous a zeal, and fuch an elegant and 
affecting fimplicity of ftyle, he endeavours to recommend 
to general practice. He left others to contend for modes 
of faith, and enflame themfelves and the world with end- 
lefs controverfy : it was the wifer purpofe of his more ene 
nobled mind to aét up to thofe clear rules of conduct, 

_ which revelation has gracioufly prefcribed. He poffefledby 
temper, every moral virtue ; by religion, every chriftian 
grace. He had an humanity, that melted at every dif 
trefs ; a charity, which not only thought no evil, but fuf- 
pected none. He exercifed his profeffion, with a fkill and 
integrity which nothing could equal, but the difinterefted 
motive that animated his labours, or the amiable modefly, 
which accompanied all his virtues. He employed hisi ad 








duftry, not to gratify his own defires ; for no man i 
dulged himfelf lefs ; not to accumulate ufelefs ‘wealth 
for no man more difdained fo unworthy a purfuit. It wa 
for the decentadvancement of his family; forthe generou ¥ 
affiftance of his friends, for the ready relief of the indigen 
How often didhe exert his diftinguifhedabilities, yet refufe 
the reward of them, in defence of the widow, the father= 


* The tranflator of Cicero and. Pliny, and an clegant and Shi 
guifhed writer, 
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lefs, and him that had none to help! In a word, few have: 
ever paffed amoreufeful, norany onea more blamelefs life ; 
and his whole time was employed either in doing good, 
or in meditating it. He died on the 6th of April, 1743, 
~ and lies buried under the cloifter of Lincoln’s InnChapel.” 
Biographical Didionary, Vol. X. 
é 








Dr HERMAN BOEREHAATE. 


Herman BozruAAve, one of the greateit phyficians,. 
as well as the beft of men, was born December 31ft, 1668, 
at Veerhout, a {mall village in Holland, near Leyden. 
His father, who was himfelf a clergyman, intended his. 
fon for divinity, and with this view taught him the rudi-. 
ments of learning. In 1682, he was fent to the public 
fchool at Leyden ; and at the conclufion of the year was 
admitted into the higheft clafs, whence it is cuftomary after 
fix months, to be cemeyed to the univerfity. At this 
- jun&ure his father died, and’ left a numerous family with 
: avery flender provifion.. The perplexities Boerhaave had. 
t rin early life multiplied, and at the age of fixe 
imfelf without parents, protection, advice, 
Notwithftanding thefe difadvantages, he 
3a eet to the univerfity, where he was particularly. 
iced’ by a friend of his father, one of the profeffors of 
ity, who procured him the patronage of the burgo- 
matter of Leyden. Thus encouraged, he affiduoufly ap- 
plied himfelf to ftudy, and made an uncommon proficiency 















in the various branches of fcience. In 1690, he took a 
degree in philofophy. In his thefis on this occafion,. 


- 
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with great flrength of argument, he confuted the fyftems 
of Epicurus, Hobbes, and Spinoza, and equally raifed the 
character of his piety and erudition. 

After having laid a folid foundation in all other parts of 
learning he proceeded to divinity, under the profeffors 
Trigland and Spanheim ; the firft of whom gave leGtures 
on Hebrew antiquities ; the fecond, on ecclefiaftical hif- 
tory. Above all, he diligently applied himfelf to the 
ftudy of the {criptures, which he firft read in their original 
language, and when difficulties occurred, confulted the 
interpretation of the moft ancient fathers, whom he read 
in order of time, beginning with Clemens Romanus. But 
as the ftudy of nature alfo engaged his attention, he pe- 
rufed the beft medical writers, and at length determined 
to take his degree in phyfic, previoufly to his entering 
upon the duties of the miniftry. He propofed when he 
had made himfelf mafter of the whole art of medicine, and 
obtained the honour of a degree in that {cience, to petition — 
regularly for a licenfe to preach, and engage in the cure of es 
fouls ; and intended in his theological exercifes to difcufs — 
this queftion, “‘ Why fo many were formerly conve ‘ted 
to chriftianity by illiterate perfons ; and fo few att 
by men of learning.” But finding a formidable | Spook 
tion*raifed againft his defign of affuming the character of 


















* This oppofition was raifed by the following incident : In a paf= 
fage boat where Boerhaave happened to be, fome difpute was acci- 
dentally ftartedabout the doctrine of Spinoza, as fubverfive of all res 
igion ; and one of the paflengers who exerted himfelf mof, oppofin gs we 
to this philofopher’s pretended mathematical demonttrations only the ‘ 
‘Joud invedtives of a blind zeal, Bocrhaave afked him calmly, * wheth« n 
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a divine, he relinquifhed the idea and applied himfelf to 
his medical ftudies, with new ardour and alacrity. ; 

This illuftrious perfon, whofe name afterwards fpread 
throughout the world, and who left at his death above 
£200,000, could at this time barely gain a fubfiftence by 
his labours, and was obliged tu teach the mathematics to 
obtain neceflaries. 

Boerhaave began the praétice of phyfic in 1693, and 
his merit being at length difcovered, many powerful friends 
patronized him, and procured him three valuable employ- 


ments. The firft was profeffor of medicine in the univer- 
fity of Leyden ; the fecond that of profeffor of chem- 
iftry, and the third that of profeffor of botany. The, 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, and the Royal Society of 
London, elected him a member of their refpeCtive bod- 
des. The city of Leyden became in his time the f{chool 
_of Europe for the f{ciences, as well as medicine and botany. 
_ All the princes of Europe committed ‘pupils to. his care, 
who found in this skilful prdfeffor not only. an indefatiga. 
teacher, but even a tender father, encouraging them. 
labours, confoling them in their affliGtions, and res. 
n: their wants. When Peter the Great went 
I nd, in 1715, to inftru& himfelf in maritime af. 
alfo attended Boerhaave to receive his leffons, 











: had ever read the works of the author he decried.’ The 
r was at once ftruck dumb, and fired with filent refentment. 
_ Another paffenger whifpered the perfon next him to learn Boerhaave’: 5 
ame, and took it down in his pocket book ; and as foon as he ar- 


ved at Leyden, reporteevery where, that Boerhaave was become. 
1 inohiz, a % 
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‘His reputation was fpread as faras China. A Manda- 
vine wrote to him with this infcription, “To the illuftri- 
rious Boerhaave, phyfician in Europe,” which came regu- 
larlyto him. The city of Leyden raifed a monument te 
the falutary genius of Boerhaave. It confifts of an urn 
upon a pedeftal of black marble ; fix heads, four of which 
reprefent the four ages of life ; and two, the {ciences in 
which this great man excelled, from a group iffuing be- 
tween the urn and its fupporters. The capital of the bafis- 
is decorated with a drapery of white marble, in which the 
artift has given the different emblems of diforders and their 
remedies, Above, upon the furface of the pedeftal, is 
the medallion of Boerhaave, at the extremity of the frame 
a ribband difplays his favorite motto, 
66 TRUTH UNARRAYED.” 

This eminent man united to an uncommon genius and 
extraordinary talents, thofe qualities of the heart, which 
rendered them fo valuable to fociety. He made a decent, ‘ 
- fimple and venerable appearance, particularly when age 
had changed the colour of his hair. The activity of his 
mind fparkled in his eyes. Hewas aneloquent orator, and \ 
declaimed with dignityandgrace. He taught very | 
jeally and with great precifion; and his audi rs 
regretted that his difcourfes were fo foon finifhec 
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would fometimes give them a lively turn with railery ; 
his railery was refined and ingenuous ; and it enlivened 
the fubject of which he treated, without any thing fevere 
or fatirical. A declared foe to all excefs, he confidered 
decent mirth as the falt of life ; he was always cheerful, 
and defirous of promoting every valnale end of converfa 





tion ; communicative yet modeft, zealous though difpaf- 
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fionate in contending for the truth ; in friendfhip fincere, 
conftant and affectionate ; in fine he was good in every 
fituation and relation in life ; and it may be affirmed, that 
no man in fo private a ftation ever attracted more univer- 
fal efteem. 

Surprifing accounts have been given of the wonderful 
penetration and fagacity, which Boerhaave exhibited'in the 
healing art. Yet this great mafter of medical knowledge, 
was fo far from a pre{umptuous confidence in his own 
abilities, or from being made arrogant by his riches, that 
he was condefcending to all, and remarkably diligent in 
his profeffion ; and he often ufed to fay that “the life of 
a patient, if trifled with or neglected, would one day be 
required at the hand of the phyfician.” He always call- 

_ed the poor his beft patients, “ for God, faid he, is their 
earmalice” : 
_ This great man was an eminent example of temperance, 






= Bare ce nemiey, and devotion. His piety, with a re- 


e tirbuted Hier good thought and every lauda- 
to the father of goodnefs. When he heard of 
inal condemned to die, he ufed to fay, “ who can 







ether this man is not better than I; or if lam 
it is not to be afcribed to eee to the good- 
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The charity: and benevolence of this iluftrious phyfi- 
cian were derived from a fupreme -regard for religion. 
It was his daily pra€tice through his whole life, as foon 
as he arofe in the morning, which was generally very early, 
to retire for an hour to private prayer and meditation on 
fome parts of the Scriptures. He often told his friends : 
when they afked him “ how it was poffible for him to go 
through fo much fatigue,” that.“ it was this which gave 
him fpirit and vigour in the bufinefs of the day.” This he » 
recommended for the béft rule he could give, * for noth- 
ing he faid would conduce more to the health of the body S . 
than tranquillity of mind ; and thet he knew nothin g which 
could fupport himfelf or his fellow creatures, amidft the va- _ 
















rious diftreffes of life, but a well grounded confidence in 
the Supreme Being, upon the principles of chriflianity.”” 
Dr. Boerhaave made the excellence of the chriftian 
religion the frequent fubje& of his converfation ; an 
afferted, on all proper occafions, the divine authori 
facred efficacy of the Scriptures. A ftri@ obedien 
the doétrine, and a diligent imitation of the ex 
our bleffed Saviour, he often declared to be the 
tion of true happinefs, He recommended to his 
careful obfervation of the precept of M 
the love of God and man. He worthipp 
he is in himfelf, without attempting to 
nature ; and defired to form his ideas fo) 
what he had reWealed of himfelf i in “his d 
he ftopped, left by indulging his own fp 
he fhould form a Deity from his imagination 
by falling down Before Hans’ He paid an abfo 
miffion to the will of God, without endeavourin, 
I 
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counted. the firft and moft inviolable duty of a chriftian. 


cover the reafon of his determination ; and this he ac» 


The literary, moral, and religious excellence of this 


great man’s charaéter could not exempt him from enemies 5 


but he never regarded calumny nor detraGlion. He ufed . 


. to fay “that the fureft remedy againft fcandal, is to live 


it down, by perfeverance in well doing, and by praying to — 
God, that he would cure the diftempered minds of thofe 
who traduce or injure us.” Being afked by one of his 











provocations, by what means he had fo entirely fuppreffed 


fwered with the utmoft frankuefs and fincerity, “ that he 
was naturally fullof refentment 5 but that he had by dai- 
aly prayer and meditation at length attained to this com- 
“mand over his’paffions.”? . <= 
 Inhis laft illnefs, which was extremely lingering, pain- 












4 rene his he fterwards 






. Se eitcs of the:body had upon 







ex a divines attended him to ee coun-_ 


ich yet they did not opprefs nor vanquith ; 
k ut his oul was always matter of itfelf, and always re= — 
ed to the pleafure of its maker ; and then he added, iS. 
who loves God ought to think nothing defirable, but 


of ee ath ee 6 


friends, who had often admired his patience under great — 


his impetuous and ungovernable paffion of anger ; he an= ~ 


Fn S 


ful, and affliGtive, his eettarey: and firmnefs did not for- — 
e him. He neither intermitted the neceflary cares of 
or r forgot the mere: peperation for death. “About 
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what is moft pleafing to the fupreme goodnefs.” Thefe 
his fentiments were realized by his condu@ at this trying 
pericd. As death approached nearer, he was fo far from, 
terrour or confufion, that he feemed lefs fenfible of pain and 
more cheerful. He died on the 25th of September, 1738, | 

in the feventieth year of his age; much honoured and la- 

_ mented. His funeral oration was fpoken in Latin, before 
the univerfity of Leyden, to a very numerous audience. 
His works were publifhed in 1779, in five quarto volumes, 
¢ Fobnfon’s Works, Vol. IV.—Encyclopedia, Vol. iii 

Huichinfon’s Biographia Medica, Vol. I. 


I a ot 


mt 


Si PATER RING. go 


~ Perer Kine, chancellor of England, and famous for e. 
his ecclefiaftical learning, as well as his knowledge in the 













law, was born in 1669, at Exeter in Devonthire. His fa- 
ther, who was a refpeétable grocer in that city, had de 
mined to bring him up in his own trade. 
his fon’s inclination was ftrongly bent to learning, he 
pended allythe money he could fpare in books, an 
every moment of his leifure hours to fludy ; 
method became an excellent fcholar before 
apprized of his..improvement. » His acquai 
Mr. Locke, who was his uncle by his mother’ : 
very advantageousitto him. That gentleman being gre 
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in the Inner Temple, and applied himfelf to the law, in 
which profeffion his great parts and, sang ote induftry 
foon rendered him famous. _ 

In the mean time, he gavea proof of uncommon learning, 
by publifhing in 1691, when only twenty two years old, 
the firft part of a_work entitled, « An Inquiry into the 
Conttitution, Difcipline, Unity, and Worfhip of the Prim- 
itive Church that flourifhed within the firft three hundred 
years after Chrift, faithfully colle&ted out of the extant 
writings of thofe ages.”? This was written with a view to 
promote the fcheme of a comprehenfion with the -diffen- 
ters : and the author has abundantly fhewn that fpirit of 
peace, unity, and moderation, which he recommends in a 
very powerful manner to all the parties concerned. He af- 

_terwards publifhed the fecond part of the Inquiry into the 
~ Conftitutions, &c. In 1702, he gave the world the « Hif- 


tory of the Apoftle’s creed,” with cite obfervations on 
its feveral articles. 










Bie oe had not beck Many ue at the eae 


not Se 













in the Wcsdaoeotin Sone of Queen Anne. 
-w years his abilities as a lawyer procured him the 
urs. July 1708, he was¢hofen recorder of 

d knighted by the queen, September follow- 
cing. Upon ‘the acceflion of George I. he was appointed. 
rd chief juftice of the court of common pleas, and foon 


that in * 659 he obtained 3 in the | 


_aiter fworn of the privy council. He was created a peer 3 
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in 1725, by the title of Lord King, Baron of Oakham in 
Surrey ; and the grand feal was delivered to him the firft 
of June following. He took extraordinary pains in the 
difcharge of his office, which, impairing his conftitution by 
degrees, brought him at laft into a paralytic diforder, of 
which he died July 22, 1734. The motto under his 
coat of arms is, “ Labor ipfe Voluptas,’” which was 
thought to be chofen by him with great propriety, as being- 
the charaéteriftic of his nature, although he poffeffed relay 
uncommon abilities. : 
He appears from his life and writings te have entertain- 
ed the higheft veneration for the chriftian religion ; and 
to have been diftinguithed for virtue and piety, as well as - 
for the variety and extent of his information. . 


General Biographical Dictionary, Vol. IX. 
















Se 


JOSEPH ADDISON, Esa, 
Josernx Appison was born May 1ft, 1672, at 
tonin Wiltfhire, England, where his father Dr. Lanc 
Addifon was rector. His domeftic education, fr 
-charagter of his father, may be reafonably_ fuppok 

given him {trong impreffions of piety. 
He was entered into Queen College, 1689; 
afliduoufly applied himfelf to claffical learni 
acquired fame by his Latin compoliiamay, ‘He was 
ardently folicited, while at the univerfity, to ente 
holy orders, and once appeared refolved to make divi 
hig profeflion ; ; but his great modefty inclining h m to 
ss Ge abilities, he receded from this choice, 

* 12 





3 University of Southern California Library. 
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After Addifon left the univerfity, he received an an- 
nual penfion, which enabled him to make a_ tour of the 
different countries of Europe. He returned to England 
in 1702, and publifhed his travels. He foon acquired 
diftinguifhed fame as an author ; his poems have been ad- 
mired for their elegance ; his profe has been confidered as 
the model of the middle ftyle, not formal or grave, not 
groveling on light occafions; pure without ferupulofity, and 
ie without apparent elaboration ; always agreeable, and. 
“always eafy, without glowing words or pointed fentences.. 

In early life he contrated an intimate friendfhip with 
Sir Richard Steele ; and when that gentleman commen. 
eed the Tatler, voluntarily lent his affiftance. After theTat-. 
ler was completed, inconcert with Steele, he publifhed the 
Spe€tator, a feries of effays of a fimilar kind ; but written 
upon a more regular plan,and publifhed daily. The pa- 
pers which Addifon wrote were particularly applauded. 

It has been obferved, that before the Tatler and Spece. 
_tator, “if the writers for the theatre are excepted, En-. 
and had no majfters of common life. No writers had 












taken to es es the favagenefs of f negleét, 





ified or this office. He had converfed with 
claffes ee men. He ied read oe critical 


eart of man, Fon the depts of ftratagem to sth futfaces 
of aifeation.”” 


** 
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- Inthe year 1713, another daily paper called the Guar. 

‘dian, was publifhed by Steele, to which Addifon gave 
great affiftance. He alfo publifhed his admired Tragedy 
of Cato; the “ Whig ooo and other pieces on 
political fubjects. 

In 1716;he married the Conteh Dowager of War- 
wick. The year after, he was made fecretary of ftate ; 
but it is generally allowed, he was not well calculated for 
that ftation ; being no orator, he could not harrangue in 
the houfe of commons in defence of the government. He 
foon relinquifhed this office, and obtained a penfion of 
£1500 per annum. He now returned to his vocation, 
and began to plan literary occupations for his future life. 

Addifon gave abundant proofs of his belief of 
chriftianity, which he always mentions with veneration in — 
all his writings. After he relinquifhed his office, he en- : 
gaged in a noble work, “ A Defence of the Chriftian Re- : 
ligion,”’ of which part was publifhed after his death ; and — 















ay 


he defigned to have made a new poetical verfion of the 
Pfalms, 
The praCtice of this excellent man was caiheeaiss to 
profeffion; amidft that ftorm of fa&ion in which mot 
his life was paffed, though his ftation made him 
ous, and his activity rendered him formidable, 
ater given him by his friends was never contrad 
his enemies: of thofe with whom intereft or opi 
united him, he had not only the efteem, but the kindn 
and of others, whom the violence of oppofition 
vagainft him, though he might lofe the longs he reta 
the reverence. : 
The manner of his death is the beft cohen on hig 
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life ; and is thus related by Dr. Young. “ After a long 
and patient, but vain ftruggle with his mortal diforder, 
he difmiffed his phyficians, and with them all hopes of life ; 
but his regard for the living was as warm as in his gay- _ 
eft, happieft hours. The young earl of Warwick, his 
fon in law, “ was hurried away by youthful paffions,”’ and | 
Addifon had endeavoured in vain to reclaim him. He 
fent for him, when the flame of life was juft glimmering in 
the focket—The éarl came, and after a decent paufe, 
« Dear Sir, you fent for me I believe, and hope you have 
fome commands ; I fhall hold them moft facred.”? For- 
cibly grafping his hand, Addifon foftly replied, & See in 
what peace a chriftian can die.”? He articulated this with 
difficulty. His pulfe forgot to beat—He expired.’’* 
Dr. Johnfon obferves, that “ As a teacher of wifdom 
Addifon may be confidently followed. His religion has 
_ nothing in it enthufiaflic or fuperftitious ; he appears nei- 
ther weakly credulous nor wantonly f{ceptical ; his mor- 
ality is neither dangeroufly lax nor impraéticably rigid. 













All the enchantment of fancy, and all the cogency of ar- 
ument are employed to recommend to the reader his real 
ereft, the care of pleafing the author of his being. 
is fhewn fometimes in the phantom ofa vifion; 
‘imes appears half veiled in an allegory ; outing: 
regard i in the robes oF fancy, and fometimes fteps 
he confidence of reafon. - wears a thoufand 
in all is pleafing.” 

. rked by Mr. Tickel, that ‘* heemployed wit on 
‘ thefideof virtue and religion.”? Henotonly made the prop- 
rufe of wit himfelf, but taught it to others ; and from his 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION.. _ jog 


-fon and of truth. He has difocted the prejudice that had 
long conneéted gaiety with vice, and eafinefs of manners 
with laxity of principles. He has reftored virtue to its 
dignity, and taught innocence not to be afhamed. This 
is an elevation of literary character above all Greek, a- 

_ bove allRoman fame. No greater felicity can genius attain, 

than that of having purified intelle@ual pleafure, feparated 

mirth from indecency, and wit from licentioufnefs ; of 
having taught afucceflion of writers to bring elegance and 

Saiety to the fide of goodnefs ; and if I may ufe expref- 

fions yet moreawful, ofhaving turned many to righteou/ne/s.”” 

| Biographia Britannica, Vol. I.— Fobnfon’s Lives of the 
Poets.—TYoung’s Works. 








LORD BARRINGTON. 


Joun SuurTe, a learned and ingenious author, was de- 












{cended from worthy anceftors, who were diftinguithed for 
their zeal i in the caufe of liberty. He was bornin 167 
and early exhibited an extraordinary genius, which Bee 
improved by a pious and liberal education. Having 
pleted his academical exercifes at Utrecht, he return 
England, and ftudied law at the Inner Temple. At th 
- age of twenty four, he|was applied to by Queen An e 
whig miniltry to engage the prefbyterians. in Scotland 
favour the important meafure then in agitation, of au 
of the two kingdoms. — fuccefsful execution of this ar. 
duous employment was rewarded by the place of commit. 
fioner of the cuftoms in 1708. Several other honourable 
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and profitable employments were offered him, which he de- 
clined to accept. 

His happy talent in converfation readeed him extremely 
agreeable to. perfons of tafte and information. He was 
highly efteemed by Mr. Locke, Newton, and other emi- 
nent men ; and was adopted by two gentlemen of large 
eftate and diftinguifhed worth ; from the latter of whom, 
Francis Barrington, Efq. he took the name of Barrington, 
and was created a peer of freland by George 1. From a 
jut perfuafion of his inflexible attachment to the civil and 
religious liberties of his country, he was chofen a member 
of parliament ; and zealoufly laboured for the extenfion of 
liberty and rational religion. sane 

Lord Barrington generally attended divine worthip, and 
received the facrament with the diffenters.. The interefts 
of virtue and piety were ever near his heart, and the con- 
templations which afforded him the higheft pleafure were 
of the Supreme Being, his moral government, particular 










providence, and difpenfations¥o mankind. After hisretire- 
Coe from public employments, he devoted his time to the 
dy of the facred or, acleeee He died at his feat in Berk. 
: » after a fhort illnefs, December 4, 1734, in ay fixty 
year of his age. See 

8 excellent mar evinced by his writings, that he had 
ed the Scriptures with great attention. In 1725, he 
n two volumes, his Mifcellanea Sacra ;* or a new 


‘publithed his te s Mifcellanea Sacra, inthree velumes with many 
eaten and improvements, 
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tles, as is contained in the Scripture; in an abftra& of thei 
_hiftory, an abridgement of that abftraa, and four critical 
eflays. In this work the author has traced the methods 
_taken by the apoftles and firft preachers of the gofpel for 
{preading chriflianity, and explained the feveral gifts of the 
fpirit, by which they were enabled to difcharge their office. 
Thefe he improved into an argument for the truth of the 
chriftian religion ; which is faid to have ftaggered the in- 
fidelity of Mr. Anthony Collins. Ini1725, he publifhed 
« An Effay on the feveral Difpenfations of God to man- 
kind, in the order in which they lie in the Bible ; ora fhort 
fyftem of the Religion of Nature and Scripture, &c.” 
~ In 1731, he gave the world a Difcourfe of Natural and 
Revealed Religion, and the relation they bear to eachother. 
It has been obferved, that ‘as a writer in theology he 
had great merit, and contributed much to the diffufing of 
that fpirit of free feriptural criticifm, which has fince been 
adopted among all denominations of chriftians. As his at« 


‘tention was chiefly directed to the ftudy of divinity, he had | - 


a ftrong fenfe of the importance of free ingi ry on ale. d 


jous fubjects.”’ a c* 
Lord Barrington not only’defended the truth of chrif. 

_ tianity by his writings ; but earneftly endeavoured to con- 
form his life to its precepts, His conjugal friendfhip and A # 
affeCtion were inviolable and manly ; he was a tender pas 3 
_ rent, and particularly attentive to the religious education 
“of his children ; ; he was a zealous friend ; and exhibited. 
the chriftian f{pirit of forgiving i injuries ; in thort, he was — 
a ftri&t obferver of the laws of God and his coustry 5 : Fas 
fhining example of fobricty, regularity, and juttice ; 3 He Be 
_terrour to evil doers; a moft beneficent pattern of affli@- ea 
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ed virtue, and an able advocate for the juft and natural 
rights of mankind ; religious without enthufiafm, zealous 
without bigotry, and learned without pedantry.’ The 
excellence of his life, and his vindication of divine Reve- 
lation unite to render his name immortal. 
General Biographical Didionary, Vol. IT. —-European 
Magazine, for 1790 and 1791. 








Lorp Presipewtr FORBES. 


Duncan Forses, an eminent Scottifh lawyer, was 
born at Culloden, in the county of Invernefs, in the year 
1685, and educated in the univerfity of Edinburg, whence 
he removed to Utrecht, and afterwards to Paris, where he 
ftudied the civil law. .He returned in 1710, to Scotland, 
and was called to the bar in the court of feffion. His 
abilities as an advocate were foon noticed, and he obtain. © 
ed great practice. In 1717, he was appointed folicitor 
2 general of Scotland. In 1422, he was returned member _ 
for the county of Invernefs ; 3; and in 1725, was promot. 
ed to the dignity, of lord advocate. He was farther ade. 
anced in 1742,_ to be lord prefident of the court of fef- 
1,in_ which high ftation he a€ted with fuch integrity, 
he was efteemed and honoured by his country. Dur- 
h e rebellion in 1745, and 6, he ufed the utmoft of . 
r to oppofe the pretender, and mortgaged his 
lupport the government. With great reafon he 
ap] ied to the miniftry for a repayment of thofe expences 
hich he had incurred by his loyalty, and their refufal is 
: to have operated fo ftrongly upon his mind, as to 











CHRISTIAN RELIGION. —___ tg 


produce a fever, of which he died in 1747, at the age of 
fixty two. 

His writings are chiefly on hegagtia fabjeSs, 
without any reference to his. profeffion. He publifhed 
“ Thoughtson Religion; ” A Letter toa Bifhop ;” 
and ‘ Reflections on Incredulity,”” in two volumes. 

This great man has obferved, that “ Nothing can give 
us fuch a deteftation of fin, and fuch a fenfe of the 


goodnefs of God, and of our obligations to holinefs, as 2 


right underftanding and firm belief of the chriftian re- 
ligion.”? 
Biographical Ditionary, Vol. V[I.— 
Power of Religion. 





¢ Cor JAMES GARDNER. 


In the life of Colonel Gardner we fee a diftinguifhed 


officer, who, being reclaimed from early impiety by a mem- i 


orable interpofition of divine grace, exhibited in his life 
2 f : 
and converfation 4 ftriking proof of the importance of re- 


ligion to the military charaGter. It adds real dignity, 
and infpires the nobleft magnanimity and courage. 


Bie ies seca) ee 


This chriftian hero was a zealous advocate for the truth 


of revealed religion, which induced the compiler to infert e: f 


the following {ketch im this colleétion. 


James Garpner, the fon of Captain Patrick Gar dae 
was born at Carriden, in Linlithgowfhire, on the 10th of 


January, 1687. His father died when he was very youn 


and the care of his education devolved upon his mother, 


who inftru€ted him with great tendernefs and affection in 
K 
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the principles of chriftianity.. In the mean time the cul- 
* tivation of his mind was-not negle&ted ; he was fent to the 
{chool in Linlithgow, where he made a very confidera | 
ble progrefs in the languages, but his fituation prevented 
him from continuing thofe ftudies. 
~ He difcovered an inclination for a military life even in 
his childhood ; and very early ferved asa cadet. At 
fourteen years old he bore an enfign’s commiffion in a 
Scotch regiment in the Dutch fervice 5. in which he con- 
tinued till the year 1702, when he was made an enfign by 
Queen Anne. In the nineteenth year of his age, he was 
dangeroufly wounded in the battle of Ramillies, and tak- 
en prifoner by the French. His liberty being at length 
regained by the exchange of prifoners, and his health re- 
flored, he for feveral years purfued a courfe of vicious in- 
dulgencies 5 yet notwithftanding the immorality of his 
conduct, he approved himfelf fo well in his military char- 


acter, as to obtain ave promotions: He enjoyed _ : 


the favour of the earl of * Stair, and was made his aid 









—decamp. Upon his lordfhips being fent abafladour to 
the court of France, Captain Gardner accompanied him ;- 
and continued, with {mall interruption, in.Paris forfeveral 
cars. This period was. the gaycit, and probably the 

oft criminal part of his life. He was now in the bloom 
.) uth, blaWed with a ftrong conftitution, endowed with 
rfonal bok nants, and furrounded with a 
of difipated companions ; yet the teproach- 
ience embittered all his enjoyments. ‘Hence 
when fome of his diflolute companions were once congrat- 
_ ulating him on his diftinguithed felicity, a dog happening 
~atthat time to enter the room, he could not forbear 


} 
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groaning inwardly, and faying to himfelf, « O that I were 
that dog !” Upon this occafion, his friend and biographer, © 
Dr. Doddridge, obferves, « Such was then his happinefs ; 
and fuch perhaps is that of hundreds more, who bear 
themfelves higheft in the contempt of religion, and glory 
in that infamous fervitude, which they affeG to call liber- 
ty.” 

He was however never a {ceptic ; but retained a fecret ap- 
prehenfionthat natural and revealed religion was founded in 
truth. Some remaining principles of a good-education had 
not wholly loft their effet upon his mind ; hence his con- 
tinual neglect of the great author of his being occafioned 
him, in his moments of involuntary refleCtion, inexpreflible 
remorfe, and he would often refolve to reform ; but his 
refolutions were rendered abortive by the force of recent 
temptation. 

_At length he was in an aftonifhing manner induced to _ 
relinquifh the whole line of this former condu@. . In one 
memorable night (in July, 1719) on which the major, 
(which was then his rank,) had made an affignation with = 
a married lady, he was amufing himfelf with a religious 
book, which his pious mother had without his knowledge 
flipt into his portmanteau, when fuddenly he thought he — 
faw a gleam of light fhine on his book ; and looking up- 
ward, he imagined he beheld, as it were fufpended in the 
air, a vifible reprefentation of the Lord Jefus Chrift upon _ 
the crofs, furrounded on all fides with a glory ;* and was ere 










' * That the impreffion made upon his mind was in a dream, is fuf- ; 
ficiently intimated to be the opinion of Dr. Doddridge, though the 
Colonel himfelf believed it to be 4 miraculous vifion, Dr, Kippis, 


= 
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impreffed as if a voice, or fomething equivalent to a voice, 
had faid to him to this effet, « O finner, did I fuffer this 
for thee, and are thefe the returns!’? From this period 
there appeared a permanent change is his charaéter and 
behaviour ; and he became, and continued during the re- 
mainder of his life, a bright example of uniform virtue and 
piety. 

He now exerted that heroic courage, which he had 
formerly difplayed in his military capacity, in a new kind 
of combat ; and fet up his ftandard, upon all occafions, 
againft principles of infidelity and practices of vice, as 
boldly as he ever planted his colours, when he bore en 
with fo much honour in the field. 

Asa fpecimen of the energy with which he defended 
the divine authority of the Scriptures, Dr. Doddridge re- 
lates that, ‘© a gay and fafhionable lady, who had imbibed 
and advocated. the principles of deifm, challenged the ma- 

= jor to a debate upon the fubjeét. He opened the conver- 
 fation with an attempt to prove that the apoftles were not 









in his Life of Doddridge, remarks that, “ Asa dream it may very 
_ rationally be accounted for, from the predifpofing circumftances. He 
had received a ftridtly pious» education ; ‘he had never rejeéted the 
ciples, though he had departed from the praétice of chriftianity ; 
often felt the anguifh of his courfe of life ; he was alone in the fol« 
eran fillnefs of the night ; a religious book happened to beopened by. 
‘him ; the dreadful crime in which he was.going to engage flafhed up-. 
- onhis confcience. Falling afleep in this agitation of his {pirits, a dream 
ei followed, accommodated to his waking reflections. Nor was he, on 





_ this account, the lefs indebted to the goodnefs of Divine Providence 


for the happy and ee change that was produced in his difpoli- 
tien and conduc,’ 
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miftaken themfelves, and that they could not have intended 
to impofe upon us in the accouats they give of the great 
facts they atteft; with the truth of which fats, that of the 
chriftian religion is moft apparently connected. And it 
was a great encouragement to him to find, that unaccuf- 
tomed as hé.was to difcourfes of this nature, he had an 
~ unufual command of thought and expreffion ; fo that he 
recolle&ed and uttered every thing as he could have with- - 
ed. The lady heard him with attention, and when he — 
had finifhed, produced fome of her objections, which he 
canvaffed in fuch a manner, that at length fhe burft into 
tears, allowed the force of his arguments and replies, and 
appeared fo deeply impreffed with the converfation, that 
there is reafon to believe fhe was deterred from ever again 
appearing under the character of an unbeliever or fceptic. 
“In the year 1724, he married Lady Frances Erfkine, 
an amiable and pious woman, with whom he enjoyed the 
greateft degree of domeltic happinefs. A few years af- 
ter is connexion, he was promoted to the rank of lieu. 
tenant colonel. His condué as an officer was truly ex- . 
emplary ; he took remarkable care to maintain good dif- - 
cipline ; and knew how to reconcile the tendernels of a 
faithful andcondefcending friend, with the authority of a 
commander. He ufed the moft energetic exertions to a 
fupprefs oa in the army ; and his zeal on this oc- 
cafion was remarkably fuccefsful. He was alfo ‘diftine © 
“guithed for his charity to the poor ; and for his ardent 
affe€lion and fteady attachment to his friends. 
In 1743, he received a colonel’s commiffion over a regi- ae 
ment of dragoons, which was then quartered i in his own 
neighbourhood, When he apprehended he fhould foon 
K 2 
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be ealled to hazard his life in the field, that heroic con- 
tempt of death, which he had often difcovered in the midft 
of former dangers, was exhibited in his difcourfe with fev- 
eral of his intimate friends. He had often expreffed his 
~ defire, that if it were the will of God, he might have 
fome honourable call to facrifice his life in defence of re- 
ligion and the liberties of his country ;”? hence, when it 
appeared moft probable that he might be called to it im- 
mediately, he met the fummons with the greateft alacrity. 
He valiantly fell at the head of his regiment, at the bat- 
tle of Prefton Pans, September 21, 1745, aged fifty fix 
years. The remains of this chriftian hero were interred 
Sept. 24, at the parifh church in Travent, where he had 
ufually attended divine fervice with great folemnity. 
anes s Life of Colonel Gardner. 








CHARLES BO NNET, Esa. 
Cuarves Bonnet, a learned and ingenious author, was 
- born in the year 1693. He was defcended from a French 
= family, who being compelled on account of their religious 
rinciples, to emigrate from their native country, cflablifh- 
ed themfelves at Geneva, in the year 1572. Ata very 
. early petiod, he recompenfed his father’s affiduity in his. 
d ication, by the amiablenefs of his difpotition, and the 
 yapi | progrefs he made in general literature. When he 
_ was about fixteen, he applied himfelf with great avidity 
to the ftudy of natural hiflory, and made Biaey, curious 

experiments. 


In compliance with his father? s defires, he applied him-.” 
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felf, though with relutance, to the ftudy of the law ; and 
in the year 1743, obtained the degree of dodtor of laws. 
The fame year he was admitted a fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety. He till continued attentive to natural hiftory, and 
publifhed a number of valuable works upon that fubje&. 

In the year 178 3, he was elected honorary member of 
the Academy of Sciences at Paris ; and of the Academy 
of Sciences at Berlin. 

Mr. Bonnet entertained the utmoft averfion to contro- 
verfy ; and thought no advantages obtained by it could 
recompenfe for the want of repofe. Hence he never an- 
fwered remarks that were made to the prejudice of his 
writings, but left the decifion to the publics yet he was 
ever ready to acknowledge his errours, and fincerely grate- 
ful to every one who contributed to the perfedtion of his: 
works. 

This excellent man delighted in retirement, and every 
hour was devoted to the improvement of his mind. His 
laft years were fpent in the fame rural fituation, where he 
had paffed the greateft part of his early life. Yet not- 
withftanding the purfuit of literature was his fupreme de- 
light, he never refufed to fufpend his ftudies when the 
good of his country appeared to demand his fervices. 

In 1758, he was chofen member of the grand council 
in Geneva, .and affifted regularly in their deliberations, 
till the year 1768. There he diftinguithed himfelf by his 
eloquence, his modefty, united with firmnefs, by his good’ 
fenfe, and penetration, in cafes of difficulty, and the zeal 
by which he endeavoured to reclaim his fellow citizens to 
their antient fimplicity of manners, His condué in eve- 
ry fituation, was confiftent with his principles, He took 
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no pains to accumulate wealth ; but remained {fatisfied 
with a fortune equal to his moderate wants, and the exer- 
cife of his known benevolence. The diftinguifhed excel- 
lence of his moral and intellectual. character, procured him 
~ univerfal efteem. 

From the year 1788, his health‘ gradually declined. 
He fultained his indifpefition with unremitted cheeriulnefs 
and compofure ; and retained his prefence of mind to the 
lat moment. He endeavoured to confole his furrounding 
friends and relations, and alleviate the diftrefs of his dif- 
confolate wife, in whofe arms he expired, May toth, 17935 
in the feventy third year of his age. 

A complete and new edition of Mr. Bonnet’s works 
was publifhed in 1779, at Nufchatel, in ten volumes. 

This great man was an eminent advocate of the truth 
of divine Revelation ; hence he publifhed « Philofophical 
and Critical Inquiries concerning Chriftianity.”? -The 
tranflator of that work obferves that, * In this {ceptical 
and paradoxical age, an oftentatious difplay of erudition ; 
every alluring and fafcinating grace of ftyle ; every f{pe- 

cious argument, calculated to mifguide the unwary, have - 
been employed to undermine our holy religion. It muft 
_therefore be a fource of infinite fatisfaGtion, to thofe who 
Ancerely fearch after truth, to fee the man of genius, the 
man of learning and deep refletion, ftand forth to combat 
“and repel thofe ungenerous attacks on the happinefs of 
fociety i in general, and of every individual impreffed with 
the fublime do&rine and comfortable uth contained in 
_ divine Revelation.” 


Supplement to the Dissiopate, Vol. II 





Preface to Bonnei’s Philofophical Inquiries, a 
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SoaME JenyNs, am ingenious writer, was defcended 
from an antient and refpeGiable family, and born in Lon- 
don, 1704. His father was an upright, knowing, and 
diligent magiftrate ; a great encourager of induftry, and 
orderly government. His mother poffeffed an uncommon 
underftanding, and an highly cultivated mind ; and being 
a fincerely pious woman, early endeavoured to inflil the 
principles of virtue and religion into the mind of her fon. 

After his domeftic education was finifhed, he entered 
the univerfity at Cambridge, where he was diftinguifhed 
for his regular and orderly behaviou.r After he left col- 
lege, his time was chiefly devoted to literary purfuits. 

Soon after his father’s death, at the general cle¢tion in 
1742, he was unanimoufly chofen one of the reprefenta- 
tives for the county of Cambridge ; from which time he 
fat in parliament until the year 1780, reprefenting during 
thirty four years, either the county or the borough of 
Cambridge. The conftant and uniform opinion, which 
thofe who chofe him, entertained of his parliamentary 
conduct, was roy © evinced by the unanimity of their 


choice. 


Inthe year 1785, his majefty appointed him one of the _ 


Lords Commiffioners of the board for trade and planta- 
tions, at which he continued to fit until an alteration was 
fade in its conftitution by parliament, and the bufinefs 





transferred to the great officers of ftate, and thofe who are, ee, 


in the lift of his majefty’s honourable privy council. 

Mr. Jenyns, from early or ftrong convictions, was in 
his youth a zealous believer in revelation ; but gradually 
lofing ground in faith, he wandered into paths obfcured 
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by doubt, and became a profeffed deift, till by a retrograde 
progrefs, he meafured back his fleps to the comforts of 
chriftianity. The account he gives of his converfion from 
deifm to the chriftian faith, is in the following words. 

“ The well attefted miracles, by which God hath borne 
witnefs to the veracity of his fervants, and to the truth of 
doétrines delivered by them ; the completion of prophecy, 
and the prefent, daily, fulfilling of fome prophecies, which 

~ were delivered many hundred years ago, are no inconfider- 
able evidences on the fide of revelation. But the internal 
evidence of the chriftian religion, I have confeffed, carries 
with it an authority, that has influenced my mind more 
than all the external evidences. It is that, which has 
‘borne down my prejudices, and drove from my heart the 
infidelity, that for many years I had unhappily cherifhed.” 

Mr. Jenyns was ftri¢t in the performance of religious 
duties in public, and a conftant obferver of thofe which 
are private. He ever profefled the greateft veneration for 

~ the church of England, preferring its form of public wor- 

fhip to that of any eftablifhed church of Chriftendom. 

He poffefled a high degree of gentlenefs and fweetnefs 
of temper, which he manifefted to all with whom he had 
a concerns, either in the bufinefs of life, or its focial inter- 
- courfe. He was ftudioufly folicitous to avoid giving of. 
o i and rarely fuffered himfelf to be offended with oth- 
In private life, he was moft amiable and engaging ; 

Si. pofleffed of a well informed mind, accompanied with 








an uncommon vein of the moft lively, {pirited, and genuine. 
wit, which was tempered with fuch kindnets ier nature, as | 
never to give uneafinefs to others. This made his compa- 
ny fought after with avidity, by perfons of tafte and re- 


Me 
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finement. He confidered every fally of wit that tended to 
-mortify the hearers, as one of the greateft abufes of that 
talent ; and in his delightful converfation, fo totally ab- 
ftained from recurring to religion or feripture, as fubjets 
of his wit, that thofe who were moft intimate with him 
obferved, that in his common and unguarded focial hours, 
he ever ftriftly abftained from ufing the name of the Su- 
preme Being, unlefs when it was rendered neceflary, by 
the immediate fubje& of the converfation. 

No perfon felt more for the miferies of others, nor more 
firiGily pradtifed the neceflity impofed on thofe who form 
the fuperior ranks in life, to reconcile the lower clafles to 
their prefent condition, by contributing the utmoft to ren- 
der them happy. He was moft kind and courteous to all 
his inferiors, and affifted them in their wants and diftrefl- 


es ; ever confidering his poor neighbours in the country 


as parts of his family, and as fuch entitled to his care and ~ 


protection. 
Such was this eminent man in ae private walks of life, 
and the principles on which that conduct was founded, 


when expanded as motives for his public character in a 


large fphere of ation, rendered him equally pe worthy 
in that as in the former. 

‘As an author, he held a diftingnithed a among 
thofe who have excelled. Whatever he publifhed, either 
in profe or verfe, was fought for with avidity, and read 
with pleafure, by thofe who were efteemed the beft judges 
in compofition. : 

- The Free Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Moral 
- Evil, was the firft of his works, on account of which he 
was attacked. In the fecond edition of this book, he an- 
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{wers his adverfaries, with that candour and good humour, 
which he always obferved, both in his writings and conver- 
fation; and makes a declaration of the end propofed in 
writing that treatife, in the following words. 

«‘ That his intentions were to reconcile the numerous 
evils, fo confpicuous in the creation, with the wifdom, 
power, and goodnefs of the Creator; to fhew that no 
more of them are admitted by him, than are neceflary to- 
wards promoting univerfal good ; and from thence per- 
fuade men to an entire refignation to his allwife, but in- 
comprehenfible difpenfations ; to‘afcertain the nature of 
virtue, and to enforce the practice of it; to prove the cer- 
tainty of a future flate, and the juftice of the rewards and 
punifhments that will attend it ; to recommend fubmiffion 
to national governments, and conformity to national relig- 
ions, notwithftandirng the evils and defe&ts which will una- . 
voidably adhere to them; and laftly, to fhew the excel-_ 
lence and credibility of the Shelton religion, to reconcile 
fome of its moft abftrufe doGrines with reafon, and to an- 
{wer all the objeCtions to its authority, which have been 

- drawn from its imperfeCtions and abufes.””  “ T’o the truth 
of this folemn declaration, all who were acquainted with — 
the author’s undertaking, readily gave their ‘unfeigned 
_affent.” 
In the fummer of the year 1776, he publifhed a * View 
_ of the Internal Evidence of the Chriftian Religion,”? with- 
out his name. The reception it met with, was fuch as 
feldom is fhewn to the compofitions of the moft approved 
authors. 
_ This was a work, with which the clergy and the laity 
were in general pleafed, many of them delighted. 1t was 
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tranflated into foreign languages, and in a fhort time went - 
through three editions, to the laft of which, by the advice 

of friends, the author put his name. It was written un- . 
der a full convition of the truth of the chriftian difpen- 

fation, and a~fincere zeal for its fervice. The author, 

ftrucken with the beauties of its principles and doGtrines, 

fo effential to the happinefs of human creatures in the 

prefent and future flate, thought that a fhort and clear 

reprefentation of their internal excellence might allure 

the attention, and procure a belief in the truth of the 

chriftian religion from thofe, who read but little and think 

lefs, and who form too confiderable a part of the bulk of 

mankind, not to attra&t the notice and care of him, who. 
felt himfelf interefted in the happinefs of the whole hu- 

man race. 

Though the book was attacked, and the author treated 
with afperity by two able writers, yet the number of 
private letters he received from thofe, on whom this work 
had the effect his benevolent intention caine afforded 
him abundant fource of confolation. 

Thefe letters, many of which the author received, con- . 
tain acknowledgments from feveral perfons, whom this 
book had led from unbelief to a full conviétion of the 
truths he had endeavoured to eftablith. 

They are written with that humility and pious te ae 
tude, which the primitive chriftians exprefled to their in- _ 
firu€tors in the wonderful difpenfation of the gofpel. 

The good effets of this work were not confined to 


this country, they operated in diftant parts of the world ; s ie 


it propagated the chriftian religion in India, as appears ‘by fe 
a letter thence, in which the writer, confefling his former 
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infidelity, and the pains he had long in vain taken, 
by means of books written in defence of chriftianity, to 
give his affent to it, concludes in thefe words. “ I eager- 
ly wifhed to believe, but could not fatisfaGorily. But 


now, 1 thank God, Soame Jenyns’ reafons have, I hope, _ 


triumphed over all my doubts, and I have given an un- 
feigned and full affent to his three propofitions, which, in 
my opinion, prove all that is wanted to be cleared up.” 

Mr. Jenyns was twice married, and his laft wife furviv- 
ed him. He died ofa fever, after a few days illnefs, on 
the 18th day of December, 1787, at his houfe in Tilney 
Street, Audley Square, in his 83d year. On his death bed, 
he reviewed his life, with a vifible gleam of joy, and glori- 
ed in the belief, that his Internal Evidence had been ufeful. 
_ The parifh minifter, to whom the public is indebted for 
a fetch of his life, left this te ftimony, that while he “ regif- 
tered the burial of Soame Jenyns, he regretted the lofs of 
one of the moft amiable of men, and one of the trueft 
chriftians, who united the fineft underftanding to the beft 
heart.” 


Biographia Britannica.—Fenyns? Works. 








pean, wi ad OD ACR TE 


¥ ~ Davip Harrrey, acelebrated phyfician and ingenious 
author, was born on the 3oth of Auguft, 1705. His fa- 
ther was a very worthy and refpeQtable clergyman, vicar 
of Armley, in the county of York. He received the fir 
rudiments of inftru€tion at a private {chool, and his aca- 
“demical education at Cambridge. Being originally in- 
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tended for the church, he for fome time dire@ed his 
thoughts and ftudies towards that objef&t ; but upon a 
clofer confideration of the conditions attached to the cler- 
ical profeffion, was reftrained by fome fcuples, which made 
him relu€tantto fubfcribe the thirty nine articles.- In 
confequence of thefe {cruples, he became difqualified for 
the purfuit of his firft plan of devoting himfelf to the per- 
fonal funtions and fervice of the church. However, he 
ftill continued to the end of his life, a well affeGed mem- 
ber of the church of England, approving of its pra¢tical 
dsGrines, and conforming to its public worfhip. As the 
church of England maintains all the ufeful principles of 
chriftian morality, he did not think it neceflary to feparate 
himfelf from its communion, on account of fome contelt- 
ed articles of fpeculative and abftrufe opinion. He was 
a catholic chriftian, in the moft extenfive and liberal fenfe 
ofthe term. On the fubje& of religious controverfy, he 
has left the following teftimony of his fentiments, in the 


_laft fefion of propofition eighty eighth, on religious | 
knowledge, viz. « The great differences of opinion, and _ 


contentions which happen on religious matters, are plain- 
ly owing to the violence of mens’ paflions more than to 
any other caufe. When religion has had its due effeét in 





reftraining thefe, and producing true candour, we may 


expect a unity of opinion, both in religious and other mat- 
ters, as far as is neceffary for ufeful and practical pur- 


pofes.”” 


Though Doétor Hartley’s talents were very general, 


yet undoubtedly his preeminent faculties were formed for 
the moral and religious fciences. Thefe talents difplayed 
themfelves in the earlieft parts of life with fo much diftinc~ 
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tion, as could not fail to hold out to his ambition a future 
career of honeft fame in the fervice of the national church, 
if he could have complied with the conditions confiftent- 
ly with the fatisfaGtion of his own confcience. But he 
had at all times a moft {crupulous and difinterefted mind, 
which difpofed him in every part of his life, and under alf 
circumftances, to adhere firmly to thofe principles, which 
appeared to him to form the ftri@ and confcientious line | 
of moral duty. It proceeded therefore from the moft fe- 
rious feruples, irrefitibly impreffed upon his mind, that 
he relinquifhed the profeffion of his firft choice, which 
may properly be called the prerogative profeffion of moral 
and religious philofophy. 

In confequence of this determination, he applied his 
talents. to the ftudy of phyfic, in which he foon became 
eminent for fkill and integrity. His mind was formed 
for benevolence and univerfal philanthropy, hence he ex- 
ercifed the healing art with anxious and equal fidelity te 
‘the poor and to the rich; and vifited with affe&tionate 
‘fympathy the humble% recefles of poverty and ficknefs. 
~ His manners were gentle, his countenance affable, and his 
eloquence moral and pathetic. He was not unmindful, 
_ that bodily ficknefs foftens the mind to moral fenfibilities, 
_ which afforded him frequent opportunities of confoling 
_ afli€ted minds, whilft he applied the powers of medical 
{cience, to the reftoration of bodily health. He thus u- 
nited all the talents of his own mind for natural and mor- 
al feience, conformably to thofe doftrines which he incul- 
cates, to that univerfal fyftem of final morality, by which 
each effort of fenfation or {cience, in the various gra- 
dations of life, muft be efteemed defective until it thall 


» 
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have attained to its correfponding moral confumma- 
tion. ; 

It arofe from the union above mentioned of talents in 
the moral fcience with natural philofophy, and particularly 
from the profeffional knowledge of the human frame, 
that Dr. Hartley was enabled to bring into one view, the 
various arguments for his extenfive fyftem, from the firft 


_ rudiments of fenfation through the maze of complex af- 


fe€tions and paffionsin the path of life, to the final, moral 
end of man. 

He was induftrious and indefatigable in the purfuit of 
all collateral branches of knowledge, and lived in perfonal 
intimacy with the learned men of his age, in whofe fociety 
and friendly intercourfe, he arranged his ‘ Obfervations 
on Man,” and brought that work toa conclufion. His 
genius was penetrating and active, his induftry unwearied, 
his philofophical obfervations and attentions unremit- 
ting.. 
Dr. Hartley’s “« Obfervations on Man, his Frame, his. 

Duty, and his ExpeCtations,”’ were publifhed in the year 
»1749, when he was little more than forty three years of 
age. He lived about nine years after the publication of 
this work. 
_ The philofophical charaéter of this great man is delin- 
eated in his works. The features of his private and per- 
fonal character were of the fame complexion. It may, 
with peculiar propriety, be faid of him, that the mind was. 
the man. His thoughts were not immerfed in worldly 
purfuits and contentions, and therefore his life was not. 
eventful nor turbulent, but placid and undifturbed by paf- 
fion or violent ambition. From his earlieft youth, his men- 


Ho 
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tal ambition was preoccupied by purfuits of feience. His 
hours of amufement were likewife beftowed upon obje&s 
of tafte-and fentiment: Mufic, poetry, and hiftory were 
his favourite recreations; His imagination was fertile and 
correé&t, his language and expreflion fluent and forcible. 
His naturaitemper was gay, cheerful, and fociable.. He 
was addigted to no vice in any part of his life, but his 
heart was replete with-every virtue. ‘The virtuous prin- 
ciples, which are inftilled in his works, were the invaria- 
ble and decided principles of his life and condu. 

His countenance was open, ingenuous, and animated, 
his behaviour polite, eafy, and graceful ; but that which 
made his addrefs peculiarly engaging, was the benevo- 
lence.of heart, from which the politenefs flowed. He 
never converfed with a fellow creature without feeling a 
with to do him good. He confidered the moral end of 
our creation to confift in the performance of the duties. 
of life, attached to each particular ftation, to which alk 
other confiderations ought to be inferiour and fubordinate 3. | 
and confequently, that the rule of life confifts in training 
and adapting our faculties, through the means of moral* 
habits and aflociations to that end. In this he was the 


faithful difciple of his own theory ; and by the obferv- 
ance of it preferved his mind in ferenity and vigour 


“faithfully to perform the duties of life. His whole char- 


aGter was eminently marked by fincerity of heart, fimplic- 


ity of manners, and manly innocence of mind. He died 


at Bath, on the 28th of Auguft, 1757, at the age of fifty 


two years. 


Dr. Hartley was twice married, and left iflue by both 
marriages. 
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. This great man was. a firm believer in, and a zealous 
and able advocate for the truth of the chriftian religion. 
Sketch of the Life and Charaéer of Hartley, in . 
Pol. IIT. of his Obfervations on Man— 

Biographia Medica. 


EEE 


Lorn MANSFIELD. 


Witiiam Murray, earl of Mansfield, and lord chief 
juftice of England, was born in 1705, at Perth in Scot- 
land. He was brought to England when he was only 
three years old for his education ; and at the age of four- 
teen, admitted as a king’s {cholar at Weftminfter f{chool. 
During his refidence in that feminary, fays his contempo- 
rary, bifhop Newton, ‘‘ he gave early proofs of his un- 
common abilities, particularly in his declamations, which 
were fure prognoftics of that eloquence, which grew to 
fuch maturity and perfeGtion at the bar, and in both 
houfes of parliament. es 

He was fent to Oxford, and entered at Chrift College, 
in the eightecnth year of hisage. In 1730, he took the 
degree of mafter of arts; and foon after made a tour on 
the continent. On his return, he became a member of 
Lincoln’s Inn, and in due time was called tothe bar. He 
very early attained reputation and practice in his profef- 
fion. 

His eminence in the law procured him merited honours. 
Tn 1756, he was appointed chief juftice of the King’s 
Bench ; and immediately after created baron of Manf- 
field. - 

From the firft of his coming upon the bench, his great 
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object was, to introduce regularity, ae ee and dif- 
patch in bufinefs. 

In 1770, he was offered the great feal, which he de- 
clined ; and in 1776, he was made peer of Gréat Britain, 
by the title of ear! of Mansfield. : 

After aéting a confpicuous part in the political difputes. 
of his time, his health began to decline ; and in 1788, he 
refigned his office. He lived till 1793, and departed this 
life in the eighty ninth year of his age. 

Lord Mansfield had a mind too-great to be afhamed of 
revering the ordinances of religion ; and as, after the moft 
impartial inquiry, he was a firm believer of the truth and 
importance of chriftianity, he was regular in his attend. - 
ance at church, and receiving the facrament. 

His lordfhip’s will, which was dated April 17, 1782%, 
and written with his own hand, begins thus, ¢¢ When it 
fhall pleafe Almighty God to call me to that ftate, to: 
which of all I now enjoy, I can carry only the fatisfa@tion: 
of my own confcience, and ‘a fall reliance on his mercy 
through Jefus Chrift, I defire that my body may be inter- 
ed as privately as may be ; and out of refpe& to the place 
of my early education, I fhould wifh it to be in Weftmin- 
fter Abbey.”? He was accordingly buried'in Weftminfter. 
_ Abbey, in the fame vault with his countefs, who died in. 

. 1784. 
Biographical Didionary, Vol. XT.. 
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GILBERT WEST, Esa. 
Gitzert West was bornin 1706. He was the foa 


of Dr. Weft, prebendary of Winchefter, and chaplain to 
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King George I. He loft his father whem very young, 
and the whole care of his education devolved upon his 
mother, who was a woman of found judgment and exem- 
plary virtue and piety. Soon after his father’s death, he 
was removed.from Winchelter to Eton {chool ; and 
thence he was placed at the univerfity of Oxford, and be- 
came one of the ftudents of Chrift Church. He had 
been defigned for the fervice of the church, but his uncle, 
lord Cobham, feduced him to a more airy mode of life, 
and gave him a commiffion in his own regiment with 
promifes of preferment. - 

_ He continued fome time in the army, though it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe he never funk into a mere foldier, or 
neglected the purfuit of learning. Afterwards finding 
himfelf more inclined to civil employment, he laid down 
his commiffion, and engaged in bufinefs under lord Town- 
fend, then fecretary of ftate, with whom he attended the 
king to Hanover. 

His adherence to lord Romalead ended in nothing but 
a nomination, (May 1729) to be clerk extraordinary of 
the privy council, which produced no immediate emolu- 
ment; for it only placed him in a ftate of expectation 
and right of fucceflion, and it was very long hefore a va- 
cancy admitted him to profit. 
_ Soon afterwards he married, and fettled in a very pleaf- 
ant houfe at Wickham in Kent, where he lived in tran- 
quil, domeftic happinefs, and devoted himfelf to learning 
and piety.. He publifhed a verfion of Pindar; and in 
1747, the world was favoured with his “¢ Obfervations on 
the Refurre€tion,” for which the univerfity of Oxford 
created him doctor of lawe. In his delightful retirement, 
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he was often vifited by Lyttleton and Pitt, who when 
they were fatigued with faction and debates, amufed 
themfelves at Wickham with books and literary conver- 
fation. There is in this retreat a well made walk by 
Pitt ; and what is of far more importance, at Wickham 
Lyttleton received that conviction, which produced his 
* Differtation on the Converfion of St. Paul.” 

Thefe two illuftrious friends had for a while liflened to 
the blandifhments of infidelity, and when Mr. Welt’s book 
was publifhed, it was bought by fome, who did not know 
his change of opinion; in expectation of new objections a~_ 
gainft chriftianity ; and as infidels do not want malignity, 
they revenged the difappointment by calling him a 
methodift. _ 

Mr. Weft’s income was not large ; and his friends en« 
deayoured, but without fuccefs, to obtain an augmenta- 
tion. It is reported, that the education of the young 
prince was offered to him, byt that he refufed it, becaufe 
he was not allowed. a more extenfive power of fuperintend- 
@hoe. aisha = K < 

In time however his revenue was improved ; he lived 


~ to have one of the lucrative, clerkfhips of the privy coun- 


eil, (175 2) and Mr. Pitt at laf had it in his power to 


“make him treafurer of Chelfea hofpital. 


He was now fufficiently rich ; but wealth came toe 
late to be long enjoyed, nor could it fecure him from the 


calamities of life ; he loft, in 1758, his fon, an only child, 
who died at the age of twenty. This affeGing difpenfa- 
_ tion was feverely felt by his parents, but their chriftian 


fortitude and refignation were noble ; and Mr. Weft, with 
pious hopes, faid, «* He was gone to a better father, who. 
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by a merciful difpenfation had fecured his fon a happy 
retreat from a world of evils.” 

Towards the latter end of his life. he wholly applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of the Scriptures, being extremely 
anxious to ufe his utmoft endeavours to reconcile the 
feeming inconfiftencies, which gave the enemies of reveal- 
ed religion a pretence to doubt and difcredit its divine au- 
thority. In thefe refearches he felt the higheft fatisfac- - 
tion, and often remarked that “ light broke in upon his 
mind, and difcovered divine truths, which filled him with 
the flrongeft hopes that his pleafing labours might prove 

_a benefit to mankind.” : 

Mr. Weft had fome time meditated writing upon the 
evidences of the truth of the New Teftament ; but he 
did not live to complete this work. In 1756,a ftroke of 
the palfy brought him to the grave. ‘ He was,” fays 
Dr. Johnfon, “ one of the few poets, to whom the grave 
might be without its terrours.”’ 

This excellent man, in the introdu@tion to his ** Ob- 
Servations on the RefurreGtion of Jefus Chrift,”? makes the 
following remarks, “ It may poffibly be demanded why, 

_ being a layman, I prefume to intermeddle in a province 
commonly thought to belong peculiarly to the clergy ? > 
To which I anfwer, that befides the motives above fug- 
gefted, this very prejudice was a powerful inducement to 
me to publith the following obfervations, and to prefix my 
name tothem. The clergy, I am fenfible, are both ready 
and able to maintain the caufe of chriftianity, as their 
many excellent writings in defence of it fufficiently dem- 
onftrate ; but as the generality of mankind are more 
governed by prejudice than reafon, the writings of the ~ 
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clergy are not ‘fo univerfally read, ‘or fo candidly received 
as they deferve.”” ¢ The greateft fervice, fays he, that 
the moft zealous patriot can do his country, is to pro- 
smote the faith, and thereby encourage the practice of the 
truly divine virtues, recommended by Chrift and his 
apoftles.”* 

Fobnfon’s Lives of the Pocts.—Weft’s Obfers 


vations on the RefurreGion. 








LEONARD EULER. 


Leonarp Evter, an eminent philofopher and mathe- 
matician, was born at Bafil, on the 14th of April, 1707. 
His father, who was a proteftant clergyman, had applied 
himfelf with fuccefs to the mathematics; and though he 
intended his fon for the miniftry, he initiated him in this 
{cience. ~ : 

When young Euler was fent to the univerfity of Bafil, 
he attended regularly the different profeffors, and as his 

memory was prodigious, performed! his academical tafks 
with uncommon rapidity, and all the time thus gained 
was confecrated to geometry, which .foon became his fa- 
__vourite ftudy. The early progrefs he made in this fcience 
only added new ardour to his application. After he had, 

i ee his father’s defire, ftudied theology, and the oriental 
as  Janguages, he returned to geometry as his principal object. 

About the year 1727, he was chofen member of the 
imperial academy of Peterfburg ; and in 1738, he was 
promoted to the profeflorfhip of natural philofophy. In 

1735, a problem was propofed by the academy of Peterf- 
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burg, which required expedition, and for the folution of 
which feveral celebrated mathematicians had demanded 
the fpace of fome months. This problem was folved by 
Euler in three days, to the great aftonifhment of the 
academy ; but. the violent and laborious efforts it coft him 
threw him into a fever, which endangered his life, and de- 
ptived him of the ufe of his right eye. 

In 1741, Euler received an invitation from Frederick 
IIL. to affift in forming an academy of {ciences at Berlin. 
- And while he was enriching this academy with eflays on 
the deepeft parts of mathematical {cience, he continued 
hisphilofophical contributions to the academy of Peterf- 
burg, which granted him a penfion in 1742. 

It was with much difficulty that this great man ob- 
"tained in 1766, permiffion from the king of Pruffia to re- 
tire to Peterfburg, where he determined to pafs the re- 
mainder of his days. Soon after his return, he was feized 
with a violent diforder, which terminated in a total lofs 
of his fight. Even in this diftreffing fituation, he digta- 
ted to his fervant, “* His Elements of Algebra,’ a work 
which excited aftonifhment and applaufe. 

About this ttme he was honoured by the academy of 
{ciences at Paris with the place of one of the foreign 
members of this learned body. In 1772, he undertook 
to colle& into one fyftematical and continued work, the 


important difcoveries which he had been making for thir- ~ — 


ty years, which lay difperfed in the memoirs of the difee , Zz 


ferent academies. This laborious performance was pub- — 
lithed when he was totally blind, and confequently obliged 
to arrange all his compofitions by the fole powers of his 
memory and genius. It was completed when he was em- 
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barraffed in his domeftic circumftances, by a dreadful fire, 
which had deftroyed his library and furniture. The he- 
roic tranquillity of mind which he difcovered, was derived 
not only from the love of fcience, but from the power of 
religion. His philofophy was too fublime to flop at 
fecond caufes. It led him to the divine philofophy of re- 
ligion, which can alone form a habit of true magnanimity 
and patience in fuffering. 

The latter days of this extraordinary man were tran- 
quil and ferene, and he preferved to the laft that vigour 
of underftanding, which diftinguifhed his early life. Sev- 
eral attacks of the vertigo in the beginning of Septem- 
ber, 1783, were prefages of his mild and happy paflage 
from this feene toa better. Onthe 7th of September, 
he was feized with an apopleétic fit. «I am dying,” 
faid he, before he loft his fenfes, and expired a few 
hours after, aged feventy fix years. 

His death was confidered as a publie lofs, even in the 
eouatry which he inhabited. The academy of Peterf- 
burg went in deep mourning, and voted a marble bui of 
him at their own expenfe to be placed in that aflem pbly 
hall. 

His works were publifhed in thirty eight volumes. It 
: has been obferved, that “few men of letters have written 
Sf much as Euler, and that no geometrician hag ever em- 
= braced fo many objects at a time, or has equalled him ei- 
S aes in the variety or magnitude of his difcoveries.”” 

Notwithflanding his profound k: 1owledge in mathe- 
matics and philofophy, he had made great progrefs in 
medical, botanical, and chemical fcience ;'and had read 


with attention and tafte the mof difi nguifhed writers in 
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ancient Rome. The civil and literary hiftory of all ages 
and nations was familiar to him. 

His moral charaSter was as excellent as his literary was 
great. Though his head was inceflantly employed, his 
f{pirit was always tranquil, His converfation was cheer- 
ful and inftructive ; his wit tempered with humanity ; and 
profound learning united with modeity. His probity 
and integrity were pure and uncorrupted. He was anx- 
ious to fulfil his duty in every ftation in life, and was, in 
fhort, a good hufband, father, friend, and citizen. 
isthe chriftian re- 
enjoins with the 


This great man was a firm believer. 






ligion, and performed all the duties i 
utmoft reverence and attention. It was his cuttom every 
evening, while his fight continued, to read a portion of 
Scripture to his family, and he fometimés acecmpanied it. 
with an expofition. His piety was rational and fincere ;. 
and his devotion full of fervour, He was fenfible of the 
importance of religion to the dignity and happinefs of 


mankind ; and defended Revelation againft the objec- Be 


tions of infidels, in a work publifhed at Berlin, 1747. 
His philanthropy was great, and if he ever felt the emo- 
tions of indignation, it was againft the apoflles of infidelt- 


ty, whom he regarded as the moft pernicious enemies or. 


mankind. — 
In his Letters to a German Princefs,* he obferves, 


that ‘© However extravagant and abfurd the fentiments of — 


certain philofophers may be, they are fo obftinately pre- 


* The princefs of Anhalt Deffan was defirous of receiving. from — 
Euler fome leffons in natural philofophy. Thefe leffons have been 


publithed under the title of Letters to a German Princefs; and trant 
lated into Englifh by Dr, ate: author of Sacred Biography. 
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pofleffed in favour of them, that they reje& every relig- 
ious opinion and doétrine, which is not conformable to 
their fyftem of philofophy. From this fource are deriv- 
ed moft of the fets and herefies in religion. Several 
philofophical fyftems are really contradictory to religion ; 
but in that cafe, divine truth ought furely to be preferred 
to the reveries of men, if the pride of philofophy knew 
what it was to yield. Should found philofophy fome- 
times feem to be oppofite to religion, that oppofition is 
more apparent than real ; and we muft not fuffer ourfelves 
to be dazzled with the fpecioufnefs of objection.” ; 

General Biographical Dictionary, Vol. VIL— 

Euler's Letters, Vol. I. 








Sr FOHN PRINGLE. 


Joun Prine e, a celebrated phyfician, was born in 
the county of Roxburgh, North Britain, April roth, 
1707. His grammatical education he received at home, 
under a private tutor ; and after having made fuch a 

_progrefs as qualified him for academical fltudies, he was - 
_ xemoved to the univerfity of St. Andrews. Having con- 
tinued there fome years, he went to Edinburgh in 1727, 
the purpofe of ftudying phyfic, that being the profef- 
ion he intended to follow. After he had continued a 
year at Edinburgh, he went to Leyden, in order to at- 
~ tend the leGtures of the celebrated Boerhaave, for whom 
he had a high and juft refpec. 
Upon quitting Leyden, Dr. Pringle fettled as a phyfi- 
cian at Edinburgh, where he gained the eftcem of the 
magiftrates of the city, and of the profeffors of the col.: 
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lege, by his abilities and good condué&t. Such was his 

known acquaintance with ethical fubjeGts, that in 1734, 

he was appointed by the magiftrates and council of the 

city of Edinburgh, joint profeflor of pneumatics and mor~ 

al philofophy, with Mr. Scott, during the life of that 

gentleman, and fole profeflor after his deceafe ;° and in 

confequence of this appointment, was admitted the fame 
day, a member of the univerfity. 

Dr. Pringle continued in the praétice of phyfic at Eds 
inburgh, and in performing the duties of his profefforfhip, 
till 1742, when he was appointed phyfician to the earl of 
Stair, who then commanded the Britifh army. By the 
intereft of this nobleman, he was, in 1742, conftituted 
phyfician tgtte military hofpital in Flanders. The ex- 
emplary attention, which he paid to his duty in this fla- 
tion, is apparent from his. “ Treatife on the Difeafes of 
the Army.”’ It was his grand object to leffen, as far as | 
lay in his power, the calamities of war ; nor was he with~ 
- oputeconfiderable fuccefs in this noble and benevolent de. 
fign. 

In 1752, he married the daughter of Dr. Oliver, a cel- 
ebrated phyfician at Bath. In 1758, he quitted the fer- 
vice of the army, and being determined to fix wholly in 
London, was admitted.a licentiate of the college of phy- 
ficians the fame year. In 1766, the king raifed him to. 
the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain ; and after-. 


wards appointed him his phyfician. In 1772, he wase~. _ é 


leGted prefident of the Royal Society. He was alfo — 

shofen a member of various foreign literary bodies. 
He publithed feveral medical productions, in which his. 

great rule was, to make faét and experiment. the dee of 


M2. 


138 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


feience. With regard to philofophy in general, he was 
as averfe to theory, unfupported by experiments, as he 
was with refpeét to medicine in particular. : 

The ruling feature of his moral charaCter was integrity. 
By this principle he was uniformly a€tuated, in the whole 
of his behaviour. All his acquaintance unanimoufly a- 
greed, that there never was a man of greater fincerity. 
He was equally diftinguifhed by his fobriety ; and was ars 
dent and conftant in his friendfhips. With regard-to his — 
external deportment, he paid a very refpe&ful attention to 
thofe whom he efteemed ; but there was a kind of referve 
in his behaviour, when he was not perfeGtly pleafed with 
the perfons who were introduced to him, or who happen- 
ed to be in his company. His fenfe of integrity and dig~ 
nity would not permit him to adopt that falfe and fuper- 
ficial politenefs, which treats all men alike, however differe. 
ent in pomt of réal eftimation and merit. 

With regard to his religious charaéter, the principles 
of piety and virtue, which were early inftilled into him by 
a ftri€t education, do not appear ever to have loft their in- 
fluence upon the general condué of his life ; yet during 
his travels, his belief of the chriflian revelation was fo far 
-unfettled,-that he became at leaft a {ceptic on that fubjea. 


~ But it was not his difpofition to reft fatisfied in his doubts 


< and difficulties, with re{pe to a matter of fuch high im- 
‘ "portance. He was too great a lover of truth, not to make 
religi on the object of his ferious inquiry. As he feorned 
‘to be an ‘implicit believer, he was equally averfe to an im- 
plicit infidelity, which is the cafe of large numbers who 
seje&t chriltianity with as little knowledge and as little 
examination gs the molt determined bigots embrace their 
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fyftems. The refult of this inveftigation was a full con- 
viction of the divine original and authority of the gofpel. 
The evidence of revelation appeared to him folid and ine 
vincible, and the nature of it fuch as muft demand the 
mot grateful acceptance. During the latter part of his. 
life, he devoted much time to the ftudy of divinity. 

He died in 1782, in the feventy fifth year of his age, 
and was interred in St. James’ Church, with great funer- 
al folemnity. As a teftimony of regard to his diftinguifh- 
ed merit, at the firft meeting of the college of phyficians 
at Edinburgh after his deceafe, all the members appeared. 
in deep mourning. A monument was ereied to his 
memory in Weftminfter Abbey. 

Biographical Didtionary, Vol. XII.—Biographia: 
Medica, Vol. I. 





Baron HALLER. 


Avsert Van Haver, an illuftrious phyfician, was. 
born at Berne, 1708. From the firft period of his educa-- 
tion, he difcovered very great talents for the acquirement 
of every fpecies of literature. According to the accounts. 
which are given-us, the progrefs of his ftudies at the ear-. 
lie periods of his life, were rapid almoft beyond belief. 
When other children were beginning only to read, he was. 
engaged in perufing Bayle and Moreni, and at nine years 
of age was able to tranflate Greek, and had commenced. 
the fiudy of Hebrew. After the death of his father, 
who was an advocate of confiderable eminence, he was fent 
to the public fchool at Berne, where he exhibited many 
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Specimens of uncommon ability and knowledge. He was 
well verfed in all the dead, and moft of the living languag- 
es; French, Englith, and Italian, were as familiar to him 
as the German. He was alfo celebrated for his poetical: 
genius ; and his poems, which were publifhedin the Ger- — 
man language, were read and admired throughout the 
whole empire. . 

He began the ftudy of medicine at Tubingen, under 
two eminent teachers, and having continued with them 
two years, the great reputation of Boerhaave drew him to 
Leyden. Animated by the illuftrious examples of his 
tutors, he {pent all day, and the greateft part of the night, 
in intenfe ftudy, and his rapid progrefs in knowledge ac- 
quired him univerfal efteem, both from his teachers and fel- 
low ftudents. He is fuppofed to have been the moft 
acute, various, and original genius that had appeared in 
‘the medical world fince Boerhaave. 

Notwithftanding Haller’s extraordinary abilities and’ 
extenfive information, his merit was at firft neglected in: 
Berne. ‘This negleét however neither diminifhed his ar- 
dour for literary purfuits, nor detra¢ted from his reputa+ 
‘tion. His diftineuifhed worth, at length, after encounter- 

ing feveral difappointments, met with a fuitable reward. 
King George II. nominated him profeffor of medicine in 
the univerfity of Gottingen.* This important office af- 
forded an ample field for the exertion’ of his fuperiour tal- 
ents ; he filled fucceffively the botanical, chemical, and 
anatomical chairs ; and raifed’ the reputation of that uni- 
verfity to a very high pitch. The king of Great Britain 


* Soon after this appointment, Haller had the misfortune to lofe 
kis amiable wife. 
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honoured him with every mark of diftinGtion that he could 
beftow, and through his intereft he was made a baron of 
the empire. : 

On the death of Dillenius,* this celebrated phyfician 
had an offer of the profeflorfhip of botany at Oxford ; 
the ftates of Holland invited him to the chair of the 
younger Albinus ; the king of Pruffia was anxious that he 
fhould be the fucceffour of Marpertuis at Berlin; Marfhal 
Keith wrote to him in the name of his fovereign, offering 
him the chancellorfhip of the univerfity of Halle, vacated 
by the death of the celebrated Wolfe; Count Orlow in- 
vited him to Ruffia, in the name of his miftrefs the em- 
- prefs, offering him a diftinguifhed place at St. Peterfburg ; 
_ the king of Sweden conferred on him an unfolicited hon- 
our, by raifing him to the rank of knighthood of the or- 
der of the polar ftlar; and the emperour of Germany 
made him a vifit, and paffed fome time with him in the 
moift familiar converfation. 

‘Thus honoured by fovereigns, revered by men of let- 
ters, and efteemed by all Europe, he had it in his power to 
have held the higheft rank in the republic of letters ; yet 
declining all the tempting offers which were made him, 
he continued at Gottingen, anxioufly endeavouring to ex- 
tend the rifing fame of that medical fchool. But after 
feventeen years refidence at that univerfity, an ill ftate of 
health rendered him lefs capable of difcharging the duties 
of that important office ; he therefore folicited, and ob- 
tained permiffion from the regency of Hanover, to return 
to Berne. His fellow citizens were now fenfible of his fu- 
periour merit ; a penfion was fettled upon him for life, 


* A celebrated botanift, born in Germany in the year 1682, 
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and he was nominated, at times, to fill the moft important 
offices in the ftate. Thefe occupatiofs however did not 
diminifh his ardour for ufeful improvements. He was 
the fir prefident, as well as the greateft promoter of the 
Economical Society at Berne; and may be confidered as’ 
the father and founder of the Orphan Hofpital of that 
city. Declining health however reftrained his exertions. 
in the more aétive fcenes of life, and for many years he 
was confined entirely to his own houfe. Even this could 
not put a period to his ufefulnefs ; for with indefatigable 
induftry, he continued his favourite ftudies, till within a 
few days of his death, which took place December 12th, . 
- 1777, in the feventieth year of his age. He was no lefs 
diftinguifhed as a philofopher, than beloved as a man ; 
nor more eminent for his improvement in every depart- 
-mient of medical f{cience, than for his piety to God, and 
‘benevolence to all mankind. 

Baron Haller, in the earlier part of his life, had enter- 
tained doubts concerning the truth of chriftianity, which 
were difpelled by a fuccefsful application to every branch 
of {cience, and a candid examination of the facred oracles, 
Being fully convinced of the truth of divine revelation, he 
eagerly feized the numberlefs opportunities, which his pro- 

- feffion as a phyfician gave him, of convincing thofe with 
- whom he converfed, of the truth, and converting them to 
the practice of the chriftian religion. And this he effe@- 
ed, not only by his inftrutions, but by his example. For 
he was charitable to the poor ; fympathized in the ten- 
dereft manner with the diftrefled ; and was humane and 
juft in all his dealings with mankind. His foul was gen. 
tle, and his heart replete with fenfibility, ~ 
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- This excellent man had a daughter, to whom he ad-- 
drefled at different times, but in a regular fucceffion, 
Letters on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion. He in- 
troduced his arguments with the following remarks. 
«* What churchmea have written on religious matters, 
has in general gained but inferiour credit. Their argu- 
ments have loft much of their weight, from the confidera- 
tion of their having been urged by perfons who were 
bound, both by honour and intereft, to defend the profef- 
fion in which they were engaged. Some. perfons have 
been of opinion, that ifa layman, who in the courfe of a 
long life, hath had occafion to teltify his love for the truth, — 
and has facrificed to it great temporary advantages, were - 
to write in defence of the faith, and to found his argue 
ments on {uch facts only as were inconteftible, his fuffrage ee 
would carry with it much greater weight and authority.” : 

Encyclopedia. —Haller’s Letters. iii: Med- 
ica, Vol. f, 


Lorp GD CLT LET ORs 


Grorce Lytrrieton, an elegant and ingenious wri- 
ter, was born at Hagley in Worcefterfhire, England, 
1709. He received the elements of his education at Et- 
on, and thence removed to Chrift Church, where he was 
diftinguifhed for his fuperiour abilities. He was a very 
early writer, both in profe and verfe ; and whilft at the 


univerfity, fketched the plan of his Perfian Letters, a 


‘work which was afterwards highly applauded. ae 
In the year 1728, he fet out on the tour of Europe, 


r 
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and his eondu& whilft on his travels, was a leffon to his 
countrymen ; inftead of adopting the fafhionable vices of 
France and Italy, his time was pafled alternately in his 
library, and in the fociety of men of rank and literature. 
When he returned, he obtained a feat in parliament ; and 
was afterwards made fecretary to the prince of Wales. 

In the year 1741, he married Mifs Lucy Fortefcue, of 
Devonfhire, by whom he had a fon and two daughters. 
This lady, by her exemplary conduét, and uniform prac- 
tice of religion and virtue, eftablifhed his conjugal happi- 
hefs on a folid bafis. 

In 1744, he was appointed one of the lords commiffion- 
ers of the treafury, and during his continuance in that fta- 
tion, conftantly exerted his influence in rewarding merit 
afd ability. Inthe beginning of the year 1746, his fe- 
licity was interrupted by the lofs of his amiable wife, 
who died in the 29th year of her age. He ereéted an el- 
egant monument to her memory, at the church at Hag- 
ley, which contains the following infcription written by 
himfelf. 

‘* Made to engage all hearts, and charm all eyes ; 

« Though meek, magnanimous ; though witty, wife ; 

“ Polite, asall her life in courts had been ; 

: * Yet good, as fhe the world had never ‘fen 5 
_. “ The noble fire of an exalted mind, 

With gentleft female tendernefs combin’d ; 

“ Fler {peech was the melodious voice of love 3, 

“Her fong, the warbling of the vernal grove ; 

“ Her eloquence was fweeter than her fong, 

“ Soft as her heart, and as her reafor ftrong ; 

“ Herform each beauty of her mind exprefs'd ; 

'“ Her mind was virtue by the graces drefs'd.”. 
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In 1751, the father of Lyttleton died, from whom he 
inherited a baronet’s title, with a large eftate. He fill 
continued his exertions in parliament, and was made, 
1754, cofferer and privy counfellor ; this place he ex- 
changed the next year for the great office of chancellor 
of the exchequer. In 1757, he was created a peer of 
“Great Britain, by the title of Lord Lyttleton, 

This nobleman publifhed a number of Poems, Dia- 
logues of the Dead, and an Hiftory of Henry the Sec- 
ond, which was elaborated by the refearches and deliber- 
ations of twenty years. 

In the pride of juvenile ee ce with the help of 
corrupt converfation, he had entertained doubts of the 
truth of chriftianity ; but after he was made one of the 
lords of the treafury, he applied himfelf ferioufly to exam- 
ine the arguments for divine revelation, and his ftudies 
being honeft ended in conviétion. He found that relig- 
jen was true, and what he had learned, he endeavoured 
to teach, 1747, by ‘ Obfervations on the Converfion and 
Apoftlefhip of St. Paul.”” ‘l’his work was written at the 
defire of Gilbert Weft, Efg. in confequence of Lord 
Lyttleton’s afferting that, ‘* befides all the proofs of the 
chriftian religion, which might be drawn from the prophe- 
cies of the Old Teftament, from the neceflary connexion 
it hath with the whole fyftem of the Jewith religion, from 
the miracles of Chrift, from the evidence given of his ref- 
urretion, by all the other apoftles, he thought the con 
verfion of St. Paul alone, duly confidered, Lb of itfelf a 
demonftration of the truth of chriftianity.” Mr. Wet 
was ftruck with the thought, and affured his friend, “that 


fo compendious a proof would be of great ufe to convince 
N 
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thofe unbelievers that will not attend toa longer feries of 
arguments.” ‘Time has fhewn that he was right in his 
conjeGtures, as this traét is efteemed one of the beft de- 
fences of the chriftian religion which has been publifhed ; 
to which infidelity has never been able to fabricate a {pe- 
cious anfwer. 

Sir Thomas Lyttleton of Hagley, the author’s father, 
had the happinefs of feeing this book, and exprefled his 
pleafure in the following admirable letter. - 

‘ I have read your religious treatife with infinite pleaf- 
ure and fatisfaction. The ftyle is fine and clear ; the ar- 
guments clofe, cogent, and irrefiftible. May the King 
of kings, whofe glorious caufe you have fo well defended, 
reward your pious labours, and grant that I may be found 
worthy, through the merits of Jefus Chrift, to be an eye 
witnefs of that happinefs; which I doubt not he will 
bountifully beftow upon you. In the mean time, I fhall 
never ceafe glorifying God, for having endowed you with 
fuch ufeful talents, and given me fo good a fon. 

« Your affectionate father, Tuomas LytTLetTon.”’ 

Of the death of Lord Lyttleton, a very affe€ting and 
inftrudtive account has been given by his phyfician, Dr, 
Johnfon, of Kidderminfter. «On Saturday morning the 
_ ymptoms of his lordfhip’s diforder, which for a week paft 
~ had alarmed us, put on a fatal appearance, and he believed 
himfelf to be a dying man. From this time he fuffered 
from reftlefsnefs rather than pain ; and though his nerves 
were apparently much fluttered, his mental faculties never 
feemed ftronger when he was thoroughly awake. ‘Though 
he withed his approaching diflolution not to be lingering, 
he waited for it with refignation. On Sunday his lord- 
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fhip fent for me, and faid he felt a great hurry, and defired 
to have a little converfation with me, in order to divert it. 
He then proceeded to open the fountain of that heart, 
whence goodnefs had fo long flowed, as from a co- 
pious fpring. : Doétor, faid he, you fhall be my confeffor. 
When I firft fat out in the world I had friends, who en- 
deavoured to fhake my belief in the chriftian religion. 
I faw the difficulties which ftaggered me; but I kept my 
mind open to conviction. The evidences of the dogtrines 
of chriftianity, ftudied. with attention, made mea moft firm 
and perfuaded believer of the chriftian religion. I have 
made it the rule of my life, and it is the ground of my fu- 
ture hopes. I have erred and finned, but have repented, 
and never indulged any vicious habit. In politics and 
public life, I have made the public good the rule of my 
condu@. I never gave counfels which I did not at the 
time think the beft. [ have feen, that I was fometimes 
in the wrong, but I did not err defignedly. 1 have en- 
deavoured in private life to do all the good in my power. 
i never for a moment could indulge malicious, or unjult 
defigns upon any perfon whatfoever. At another time he 
faid, I muft leave my foul in the fame ftate it was in before 
this illnefs ; I find this a very inconvenient time for foli- 
citude about any thing. On the morning, -when the 
fymptoms of death came on him he faid, I thall die, but 
it will not be your fault. When lord and lady Valentia 
came to fee his lordfhip, he gave them his folemn bene- 
diGtion, and faid, “ be good, be virtuous, my lord, you 
muit come to this: thus he continued, giving his dying 
benediétions to all around him. On Monday morning 
a lucid interval gave fome {mall hopes, but thofe vanifhed 
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in the evening, and he continued dying, but with very little 
uneafinefs, till Tuefday morning, Auguft 22d, when be- 
tween feven and eight o’clock, he expired, almoft with- 
out a groan.” - 

His lordfhip was buried at Hagley ; the following in- 


{cription is cut out on the fide of his lady’s monument. 


«* This unadorned ftone was placed here by particular — | 


defire, and exprefs direétions of the late right honourable 
George, Lord Lyttleton, who died, Auguft 22d, 1773, 
aged 64.” — Fohnfon’s Lives of the Poets. . 





Dre. SAMUEL FOHNSON. 

SAMUEL Jounson, an eminent Englith writer, was 
“porn at Litchfield, September 7, 1709, where his father 
was a reputable bookfeller. \His mother wasa woman of 
great piety and underftanding, who early inftilled the 
principles of religion into the mind of her fon. He ex- 
_ hibited ftrong marks of genius in the free {chool in Litch- 
field, where he received the chief part of his education, 
and at a fchool in Worcefterfhire, where he paffed a year. 
- Some of his exercifes have been accidentally preferved, 
and well juftify the expectations which determined a 
father, not opulent, to confine him in the paths of litera- 
ne _ After pafling fome time at home in voluntary and 
defultory ftudy, he was entered as a commoner at Pem- 
broke college, Oxford, in 1728. Oppreffed by pecuniary 
difficulties, he was obliged to make an interrupted and a 
fhort refidence at the univerfity, and finally gave th up as 
impraCticable, in the autumn of 1731; after having ftrug- 
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gled as long as poffible with fevere indigence, completed 
by the infolvency of his father. 

Before Johnfon was fourteen years of age, he had enter~ 
tained doubts of the truth of revelation, which gave him 
great uneafinefs; but thefe were happily removed by a 
proper courfe of reading ; for his ftudies being honeft end- 
ed in conviction, and what he had learned he ever after- 
wards endeavoured to teach. 

After he quitted the univerfity, he returned to Litch- 
field, where he remained till the death of his father, and 
devoted his time to literary improvements. 

In-1735, he married Mrs. Porter, a widow of Birming- 
ham ; and foon after, fitted up a houfe in Eclial, near 
Litchfield, where he undertook to keep a fchool; but 
this plan failed for want of encouragement. 

In March, 1737, having relinquifhed his fchool, he - 
formed his firft expedition to London, in order to try his 
talents in that great field of exertions. Being reduced to 
the neceffity of writing for a fupport, he formed a litera- 
ry connexion with Cave, the editor of the Gentleman’s 
Magazine. His principal employment for feveral years, 
was that of writing for Cave in the magazine. His ac- 
count of the lives of eminent perfons, form an interefting 
part of his communications to this work. Soon after, he 
publifhed “¢ Irene,” a tragedy; and an imitation of Juve- 
nal’s third fatire, entitled ** London, a Poem,” which ae- 
quired him great celebrity as an author. 

Jehnfon planned much more than he executed. A 
lift of his literary proje¢ts, amounting to nearly forty arti- © 
cles, has been preferved by Sir John Hawkins ;* all of 


* See Hawkins’ Life of Johnfon, p.73, 74 &c. 
N 2 


150 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


which, from indolence, verfatility, or want of encourage- 
ment, remained unexecuted. At length, in 1747, he bes 

‘gan an edition of Shakefpeare ; and publifhed the plan of 
his Englifh DiGtionary. ‘To enable him to complete this 
laft ftupendous work, he hired a houfe in Gough Square, 

*Ficet Street, fitted up one of the upper rooms in the mane 
ner of a counting houfe, and employed fix amanuenfes. 

On the 20th of March, 1750, he publithed the firft pa- 
per of the Rambler, which he continued without interrup+ 
tion, Tuefday and Friday, till the 17th of March, 1752. 
In this very excellent work, he proceeded almoft without 
affiftance, only five papers in the whole having been fup- 
plied by other writers. 

With what devout and confcientious fentiments he un- 
dertook this paper, is evidenced by the following folemn 
addrefs to the Divine Being, for a bleffmg on the work, 
which he compofed and offered up on the occafion. 

« Almighty God, the giver of all good things, without 
whofe help all labour is ineffe€tual, and without whofe 
race all wifdom is folly ; grant, I befeech thee, that in 
this undertaking thy holy {pirit may not be withheld from 
me, but that I may promote thy glory, and the falvation 

of myfelf and others : grant this, 0 Lord, for the fake 
of thy fon Jefus Chrift. Amen.” 

‘The concluding paragraph of his farewell paper in the 
Rambler, appears to have been written under a perfuafion 
that the Deity had been propitious to his labour, and that 
che folemn addrefs to him, which he had compofed and 
offered up, on occafion of his engaging in it, had been 
heard, and was likely to be accepted. 

« The eflays profefledy ferious, if I have been able to 
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execute my own intentions, will be found exaély con- 
formable to the precepts of Chriftianity, without any ac. 
commodation to the licentioufnefs and levity of the pref- 
ent age. I therefore look back on this part of my work 
with pleafure, which no praife of man fhall diminith or 
‘augment. I fhall never envy the honours which wit and - 
learning obtain in any other caufe, if Ican be numbered 
among the writers, who have given ardour to virtue, and _ 
confidence to truth :” 
_ & Celeftial powers ! that piety regard, 

* From: you my labours wait their laf reward.” 

Soon after the publication of the Rambler, Johnfon’s _ 
wife died. This event affected him in the deepeft man- 
ner ; and the morbid melancholy, to which he was con- 
ftitutionally fubje&t, acquired additional force. In his 
« Prayers and Meditations,’ we find very remarkable ev- 
idence, that his affection for her never ceafed, even after 
her death. 

Johnfon publifhed his Dictionary in May, 1755, hav- 
ing been previoufly honoured, in February, with the de- 
gree of mafter of arts by diploma, in teftimony of his. a- 
bilities and merit ; he completed this great work with lit- 
tle affiftance of the learned, and without any patronage of 
the great. 

He now for fome time produced only occafional com- 
pofitions in various works ; but in 1758, he began the 
‘6 Idler,?? which was continued till 1760. It has been 
remarked, that, ‘as he advanced in years he became more 
pra&tical. The Rambler fhowed more of man in his gen- 
eral nature ; the Idler more of man in his local manners. 
The Rambler was the work of a profound, comprehenfive 
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philofopher ; the Idler, of a man of genius experienced 
in life.’ His next publication was the “ Prince of Aby{- 
finia,” a beautiful little novel in the eaftern ftyle, abound- 
ing with the moft ufeful and moral maxims, fuited to fev- _ 
eral conditions of life. 

Notwithftanding this great man’s various publications, 
he was ftill poor. At length, in 1762, he was placed by 
royal munificence above the neceffity of fubfifting by oc- 
cafional and precarious efforts. The king granted him a 
penfion of three hundred pounds per annum, exprefsly as 

-a reward for the merit and moral tendency of his writings 5 
without any kind of ftipulation relative to the future ufe 
of his pen. As he delighted in conveffation, in 1764, he 
formed the “ Literary Club,” confifting of a number of 
gentlemen of abilities and learning. His f{uperiour talents 
made his company highly acceptable ; hence he was vifited 
and carefled by the witty, the elegant, and the learned. 
His many peculiarities were wverlooked and forgotten, in 


_ the admiration of his underftanding ; while his virtues 
were regarded with veneration, ahd his opinions adopted 


with fubmiffion. The fame energy of mind, which was 
difplayed in his literary produGtions, was exhibited in his 
converfation, which was various, ftriking, and inftruGtive. 
In July, 1765, he was complimented by the univerfity of 
Dublin, with the degree of doctor of laws. The fame 
year, after a long delay, he publifhed his edition of Shakef- 
peare. In March, 1775, his title of doCtor was confirm- 
ed to him by the univerfity of Oxford, which fent him this 
degree alfo by diploma. His tour in Scotland, in 1773s 


~ produced his book, entitled, “A Journey to the Weftern- 


} Iflands of Scotland,” which was publifhed this year. In 
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3747, he undertook his laft great work, “ The Lives of 
the Englifh Poets.” Ina previous memorandum, he fays 
of them, “ Written I hope in fuch a manner as may 
tend to the promotion of piety.” From the clofe of this 
ufeful and pleafing labour, his health began to decline. 
He did not however view the approach of death with tran- 
quility ; his conftant fear of diffolution was fo great, that _ 
it aftonifhed all who knew the piety of his mind, and the 
virtues of his life. Yet this dread was only predominant 
when death was viewed at a diftance. From the time 
that he was certain of its néar approach, his fears were 
calmed, and he experienced the great alleviation; that a 
fleady faith and firm reliance on the merits of the great 
~ Redeemer are capable of affording. He infifted that his — 
phyfician fhould tell him plainly whether he could recov- 
er; and being informed that it was impoffible without a 
miracle, he refolved not to take any more phyfic, not even 
opiates, for he had “ prayed, he faid, that he might refign 
his foul to God unclouded.” He became perfeétly refign- 
ed to his approaching fate ; and died on the 13th of De- 
cember, 1784, full of refignation, ftrong in faith, and 
joyful in hope ; and was buried in Weftminfter Abbey. 
A monument was erected to his memory, and completed 
in 1796. 

Dr. Johnfon’s Works were publifhed, colleGtively with 
his life, by Sir John Hawkins, in 1787, forming eleven 
volumes in octavo. A new edition, amounting to twelve 
volumes 8vo. with an Effay on his Life and Genius, by ~ 
Arthur Murphy, Efq. was publifhed in 1792. _ ; 

It is obferved, * that perhaps literary hiftory does not 
afford a more ftriking infance of extraordinary talents 
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more happily and beneficially exerted, than in the mind 
of Johnfon. An underftanding acute, poignant, forcible, 
and profound; an imagination rich, ftrong, and brilliant ; 
a moft retentive memory, ftored with knowledge, were 
uniformly devoted to promote the caufe of wifdom, vir- 
tue, and religion.” 

This great man was a fimtcere and zealous member of 
the church of England. He was fteady and inflexible in 
maintaining the obligations of piety and virtue. ‘“ His 
attention to veracity,” fays one of his moft intimate ac- 
quaintance, ‘¢ was without equal or example.” He was 
alfo eminently diftinguifhed for his charity to the poor. . 

“ The religion of Dr. Johnfon,” fays Sir John Haw- 
kins, *¢ had a tinCture of enthufiafm, arifing, as. is conjec- 
tured, from the fervour of his imagination, and the peru- 
fal of St. Auguftine, and others of the fathers ; and the 
writings of Kempis, and the afcetics, which prompted him 
to the compofition of medit&tions and devotional exercifes, 
It further induced in him an habitual reverence for the 
name of God, which he was never known to uttez, but on 
proper occafions, and with due reverence ; and operated 
_ on thofe who were admitted to his converfation, asa pow- 
erful reftraint on all profane difcourfes, and idle difcuffions 
of theological queftions : and laftly, it infpired him with 
that, charity, meaning thereby a general concern for the 
welfare of all mankind, without which we are told that 
all pretenfions to religion are vain.” 

Dr. Johnfon- was a warm and able advocate for the 
truth of the chriftian religion ; and expreffed his averfion 
to infidelity to all ranks, and at all times, without the 
{mallet referve + he ufed to fay, that “no hong man 
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could be a deift, for no man could be fo, after a fair ex- 
amination of the proofs of chriftianity.”’ 
Bofwell’s Life of Fohnfon.—Hawkins’ Life of 
Fohnfon.—Piozzi’s Anecdotes of Fobnfon. 


FAMES FERGUSON. 


James Fercuson, an extraordinary felf taught math- 
ematician and aftronomer, was born ‘at Bamfhire in Scot- 
land, 1710. At an early age, he exhibited an uncommon 
genius, but his parents being in low circumftances, he was 
placed with a fhepherd, where he continued four years, and 
inthis fituation learned to mark the pofition of the ftars. 
His ingenuity recommended him to a gentleman, who re- _ 
ceived him into his family, where he learnt arithmetic, al- 
_ gebra, and the elements of geometry. He made a wood- 

en clock, and afterwards a watch, from a cafual fight of 
‘one of each. His fuperiour talents introduced him to Sir 
James Dunbar, who taught him the rudiments of draw- 
ing, and he maintained himfelf and family many years by 
taking portraits both in Scotland and England. At the 
age of thirty he invented his Aftronomical Rotula, a ma- 
chine for fhowing the new moons and eclipfes. 

About 1744, he went to London, and foon obtained 
the patronage of thofe great men who were lovers of 
fcience and uncommon merit. By his delineation of the 
complex line of the moon’s motion he obtained the hon- 
our of being elected Fellow of the Royal Seciety. His 
uncommon abilities recommended him to the favour of 
George III. who beftowed a penfion of 50/. upon him, 
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and frequently converfed with him on philofophical and 
mechanical fubjects. 

This very ingenious man died in 1776, he was the 
author of a number of learned philofophical works ; in par- 
ticular, “ An Introduétion to Eledtricity ;? and “ Af- 
tronomy explained on Sir Ifaac Newton’s Principles,’ 
which had gone through four editions in 1770. 

Mr. Fergufon was a man of the cleareft judgment, and 
moft unwearied application ; yet humble, courteous, be- 
nevolent, communicative, and of the utmoft innocence and 
fimplicity of manners. Inftead of pedantry, philofophy 
feemed only to produce in him diffidence and urbanity ; 
a love for mankind, and for his Maker. His whole life 
was an example of refignation and exemplary piety. He 
might be faid to be an enthufiaft in his love to God, if re- 
ligion founded on fuch fubftantial, enlightened frounde as 
his was, could be ftyled enthufiafm. 

His patient fubmiffion while in an humble ftation, and — 
energetic exertions to acquire ufeful knowledge, appear te 
have been derived from a firm reliance on divine Providence, 

and a well founded belief of the facred truths of chriftianity. 
Eccentric Biography. ce ed Sa 
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PRR Ra a aE ENT FEET ONE 





FONAS HANWAY, Es2, 


“owas Hanway, who flands high enrolled among the 
friends and benefa@ors of mankind, was born at Portt- 
mouth, 1712, He was at a very early age, bound ap« 
prentice to a merchant in Lifbon, and afterwards connected 
himfelf with a mercantile houfe at Peterfburg, in confe- 
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quence of which, he was induced to make a journey into 
Perfia. On leaving Ruffia; with an independent fortune, 
he returned to his own country, and paffed the remainder 
of his life as a private gentleman, honourably to himfelf 
and ufeful tothe world. 

In 1753, he publifhed an account of his travels through 
Ruffia into Perfia, and back again through Ruffia, Ger- 
many, and Holland. ‘To this work alfo was added an 
account of the revolutions in Perfia, during the prefent 
century. His other publications are very numerous, and 
all calculated to evince his piety* and liberality of mind. 

The inftitution of the Marine Society, is to be attribu- 
ted to Mr. Hanway’s a€tivity and benevolence ; the ife- 
fulnefs of which requires no panegyric ; its trueft praife is 

_its extraordinary fuccefs. This was the favourite obje& of 
his care ; but in 1758, he was alfo particularly inftrumental 
in the eftabliffment of the Magdalen Charity. His pub- 

_ lic fpirit, and above all his difintereftednefs, were fo con- : 
f{picuous, that a deputation of the principal merchants in 

London waited upon the earl of Bute, when prime minif- 
ter, and reprefented to him that an individual like Mr, 
Hanway; who had done fo much public good, to the in- 
jury of his private fortune, was deferving of fome fignal 
mark of the public efteem. He was accordingly made a 
commiffioner of the navy, a fituation which he held more 
than twenty years, and when he refigned, was allowed to 
retain the falary for life, on account of his known exer- 
tions in the caufe of univerfal charity. 


To enumerate the various inftances, in which the bes 


__* See, in particular, his Reflections on Life and Religion, 


O 
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nbvoleaee of Mr. Hanway was fuccefsfully exerted, would 
be no eafy tafk. Sunday fchools in a great meafure may 
look upon him as their father ; the chimncy-{weepers’ boys 
are much indebted to his humanity ; and perhaps there 
never was any public calamity, in any part of the Britifh 
empire, which he did not endeavour to alleviate. 
This excellent man was a fincere and ardent friend to 
practical religion ; and in the great articles of faith and 
piety, he clearly coincided with the feriptures, as explained 
in the articles of the church of Beet of which he was 
a zealous member. 
The happy effets of alison were exhibited | in all his 
condu€t. In private life, he was remarkable for the ftri@- 
eft integrity, and for a franknefs and candour, which nat- 
uvally infpired confidence. 
Some years before his death, Mr. Hanway wrote his 
' own epitaph, and had it engraved on a brafs' plate. It_is 
~ bere fubjoined, as it contaits an epitome of his life ard 
character : . 

«<I believe that my Redeemer liveth, and that 1 alfo 
fhall arife from the grave. : 

FONAS HANWAY, Esa, 

_ & Who trufting in that good Providence, which fo vifibly 
governs the world, paffed through a variety of fortunes 
with patience. Living the greateft part of his days in 
foreign lands, ruled by arbitrary power, he received the 
deeper impreflion of the happy conttitution of his own 
country, whilft the perfuafive laws contained in the New 
Teftament, and the confcioufnefs of his own depravity, 
foftened his heart to a fenfe of the varioug wants of his 
fellow creatures. 
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Reader inquire no further, 
“ The Lord have mercy-on his foul, and thine.” 


Animated with a lively faith in the glorious Redeemer, 
Mr. Hanway met the fummons of death with as much 
tranquillity as if he had been going on one of his journeys. 

He expired in 1768 ; and a fubfcription was raifed to 
ere& a monument to his memory. 

Biographical Didionary, Vol. VIL Fi iftorte 
Defence of Experimental Religion, Vol. I. 








Def OH NIP OTHER GLE L. 


Joun Forneéreit, a celebrated phyfician, was born 
March 8th, 1712, in Yorkfhire. After remaining two 
years under the tuition of Dr. Wilmot at St. Thomas’s 
hofpital, he was fent to Edinburg to ftudy phyfic, and 
there took his doftor’s degree. He began to pra€tice in 
London about 1740, and acquired both reputation and 
fortune. He was admitted a licentiate of the college of 
phyficians in that city, and in 1754, fellow of Edinburg, 
to which he was a confiderable benefaftor. In 1753, he 
became a member both of the Royal and Antiquarian 
Societies, and before his death, belonged tothe Royal 
Society at Paris. 

Befides his fkill in medical fcience, he was oar Ace 
quainted with natural hiftory and botany ; and was, for 
many years, a valuable contributor to the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, which in return affifted his rifing fame. He 
continued to praétice phyfic with uninterrupted fuccefs, 
till within the two laft years of his life, when a malady, 
which was caufed by his unremitting attention, obliged 
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him greatly to contra& it, and for fome time before his 
death he preferibed gratis. He died at his houfe in Har- 
per ftreet, December 26, 1780, aged fixty nine years. 

Dr. Fothergill was eminently diftigguifhed for a€tive 
benevolence. His public benefaGtions, encouragements 
of fcience, attention to the health, the police, and con- 
venience of the metropolis, are too numerous to be par- 
ticularly enumerated. 

This illuftrious phyfician was a firm believer in the truth 
of divine revelation ; and was at the expenfe of an entirely 
new tranflation of the whole Bible* from the Hebrew and 
Greek originals, in two volumes folio, 1764 ; and alfo in 
1730, of an edition of Bifhop Percy’s Key to the New 
'T eftament. t 

In order to confute the opinion, that phyficians have 
been in general unfriendly to chriftianity, Dr. Ruth ad- F) 
_ duces the inftances of Fothergi, Sydenham, Boerhaave, 
- Haller, and other diftinguithed charaGters in the medical 
dine, who have been believers in, and advocates for the fas 
ered truths of revealed religion. - 

Biographia Medica V ol I.—Rufh’s 

Medical Inquiries. 





JOHN WINTHROP, Esq. | 
foun Winxturorp, profeflor of mathematics and natural 
* This work is faid to have coft the doétor not lefs than 2000 
pounds ; it was executed by Anthony Purver, a celebrated quaker. 


+ This performance was adapted for a feminary of young quakers 
at Ackworth, near Leeds, but innumerable inftances confpire to prove 
‘his benevolence was not confined to his owa denomination, 
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philofophy, was defcended from an ancient and refpeéta- 
ble family, and born in Bofton, December 19, 1714. 
He was educated at Harvard college, and graduated in 
1732, being then diftinguifhed for his fuperiour talents, 
and: proficiency i in literature. 

In the year 1738, he was chofen profeffor ‘of Soke 
* matics and natural philofophy, at Harvard college, and 
filled this place with dignity and propriety. He poffeff- 
ed great ftrength of mind, a found judgment, a retentive 
memory, and uncommon quicknefs of apprehenfion. Being 
afliduoully engaged in purfuing his ftudies, his learning 
' was deep and critical ; and he had the happy talent of 
communicating his ideas in fuch an eafy and intelligible 
manner, as to render the moft see rah oie et to his 
- pupils. 

The wifdom of his counfels greatly ftrengthened the 
‘government of the college. He was not only excellent 
in his own profeffion, but was an univerfal fcholar. In 
claflical learning, few were his equals. In order to ace | 
quire a more perfeét knowledge of the facred writings of 
the Old Teftaments he made fuch a proficiency in the 
Hebrew language, as enabled him to form an exaét judg- 
ment on the moft critical and difficult paffages. 

In his proper profeffion, he acquired a high charaéter in 
foreign univerfities. His merit was early acknowledged, 
and he was admitted a fellow of the Royal Society in 
England ; with which he maintained a correfpondence. 
When a fociety was formed in Philadelphia for fimilar 
purpofes, he was received among their firft members. In 
1765, he was honoured by the univerfity of Edinburg 
with the degree of dottor of laws ; and the fame refpec 

O 2 
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was paid him the fubfequent year by Harvard college. 

In 1773, when the contention with Great Britain be- 

- gan to affume a ferious afpeé&t, he was chofen into the 
council of Maffachufetts, and gave his affiftance in all the 

meafures taken to fecure the liberties of his country, and 

prevent the calamities of civil war. -He was alfo chofen 

the enfuing year, but, with fome other patriots, was negae 

tived by the governour. When the war with Britain ac- 


tually commenced, he was again called to the council — 


board, and through that and the following year, continued 
to employ all his talents in defence of his country. 

But the greatelt excellence of his character is derived 
from his fupreme regard to: religion. He paid the higheft 
; reverence to divine revelation ; ftudied the {criptures with 
the greateft attention, and was fully convinced of their 
truth; hence he vindicated the gofpel on all occafions, 
attended all the public ordinances of religion, and main- 
~ tained ferious devotion in his¥ family. His piety was un- 
diflembled, and every part of the chriftian temper was 
apparent in his life and converfation, 
= This chriftian philofepher, the day preceding his death 
gave ample teftimony to the truth of the gofpel in 
the following words: “I view religion as a matter of 

"very great importance. The wife men of antiquity fat 
themfelves to work to prove the reality of a future flate. 
They catched at every thing which had the fhadow of 
probability. They gave a degree of pfaufibility to the 
argument. They were fenfible of the need they ftood in 
of fuch a doftrine. .In oppofition to the wife men of 
antiquity, the wife men of modern times have employed 
their abilities to undermine every argument in favour of 
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immortality, and, i weakning the only hope that can fuf- 
tain us. But the light thrown on the matter by the glo- 
rious.gofpel, with me amounts to demonftration. ©The 
hope which is fet before us inthe New Teftament, is the 
only thing which can fupport a man in his dying hour. 
If any man build on any other foundation, in my appre- 
henfion, his foundation will fail.” 

This excellent man died 1719s in the fixty fifth year of 
his. age. 

ce nes s Sermon on the death of Prof efor Wine 





FAMES BURGH. 

James Burcu, a worthy and ingenious moral and po- 
litical writer, was born in Madderty i in Perththire; North 
Britain, in the latter end of the year 17 14. After receiv- 
- ing a {chool education, he was removed ‘to the univerfi ity 
of St. Andrews, with a view of becoming a clergyman i in 
the church of Scotland, but did not continue long at the 
college, being obliged to leave it on account of ill health. 
This circumftance induced him tolay afide all thoughts 
of the clerical profeffion. 

After unfuccefsfully engaging in trade, he removed to 
Great Marlow, as an affiftant in the free grammar fchool 
of that town, where he firft commenced author, by writing 
a pamphlet, entitled ‘ Britain’s Remembrancer,”’ 1744, 
which went through five large editions in two years, 
Soon after, he publifhed « Fhoushts on Education,” and 
other valuable works, 

{n.1747, he commenced mafter of an academy in Stoke 
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Newington, in Middlefex; and after continuing three 
‘years in this place, removed to a more commodious fitua- 
tion in Newington Green. Here, for nineteen years, he 
conducted his fchool with great reputation and fuccefs ; 
- many young perfons having been trained up by him to 
knowledge and virtue. Few preceptors have been animat- 
ed with a more ardent folicitude for forming the morals, 
as well as the underftandings of their pupils. In 1751, he 
married a lady who zealoufly concurred in promoting his 
laudable and ufeful undertakings. * 

In 1764, he publifhed his great work, entitled ‘* The 
Dignity of Human Nature, or brief account of the certain 
and eftablifhed means for attaining the true end of our ex- © 
iftence.” It was reprinted in two volumes o€tavo, 1767. 

Having, for many years, led a very laborious life, and _ 
acquired a competent, though not a large fortune, he de- 
termined to retire from bufinefs. In embracing this refo- 
lution his more immediatt obje€t was to complete his 
“6 Political Difquifitions,”’ for which he had, during ten 
“years, been collecting fuitable materials, Upon quitting 
his fchool, in 1771, hg fettled at Colebrooke, now Ifling- 
_ ton, where he continued till his deceafe. He had not 

_ been longi in this new fituation, when he was attacked with 
= a fatal malady, which deeply afflited him during the four 
atts years of his life. Yet, to the aftonifhment of all who 
: re witnefles of his fufferings, he continued his Political 
“Difquifitions ; 3 the two firft volumes were publifhed in 
1774, and the third volume in the enfuing year. 
It was his intention to have extended his Difquifitions 
to fome other obje&, if he had not been prevented by the 
violence of his diforder, the tortures of which He fuftained 
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with uncommon patience, and from which he was happily 
releafed, Auguft 26, 1 775, in the fixty firk year of his age. 
Mr. Burgh was diftinguifhed for his benevolence, integ- 
rity, and piety, and in his writings has ably and zealoufly 
advocated the-truth of the chriftian religion. 
Biographical Didionary, Vol. I. 








De. JOHN GREGORY. 


Joun Grecory, a celebrated phyfician, was born at 
Aberdeen, 1724. After attending the medical leGures at 
Edinburg, he went to Leyden, and ftudied phyfic under 
three celebrated profeffors. Soon after his return from 
_ Holland, he was eleéted profeffor of philofophy in the 
king’s college of Aberdeen. He fettled in London, 1754 5 
‘but in the fubfequent year was invited to fucceed his 
brother as profeffer of medicine’ in Aberdeen, and weed 
the offer. Beis HES 


In the year 1764, he publifhed his * Compatative View | Z 
of the State and Faculties of Man, with thofe of the | 


Animal World.” ‘This work was confiderably enlarged 
by the author, in a fecond edition. He was appointed 
profeffor of medicine in the univerfity of Edinburg, 1766 3 


nay 


and the three following years, he‘and Dr. Cullen gave — 


alternate leGtures on the theory and practice of phyfic. 


He was the author of the “ Father’s Legacy to his 
Daughters,” which has been tranflated into various lan- 


guages. He died fuddenly, February 9, 17735 having 
retired in apparent health, he was found lifelefs in the 
morning, 
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As a phyfician, Dr. Gregory was eminently diftinguifh- 
ed. His benevolent affections were ftrong, and in the ex- - 
ercife of his profeffion, were exhibited in many namelefs 
but important attentions to thofe under his care ; atten- 
tions, which proceeding in him from a principle of hu- 
manity, were not {quared to the circumftances or rank of 
the patient, but beftowed with liberality, where they were 
moft requifite. 

This excellent man was a firm believer in, and an advo- 
cate for the truth of the chriftian religion. Inhis Legacy _ 
to his Daughters, he {peaks inhigh terms of the Holy Scrip- | 
tures ; and warmly recommends to them the ferious and de- 
vout worfhip of God in public and private. In his *¢ Com- 
parative View,”? &c. he makes excellent refleétions on the 
pleafures which refult from a devotional tafte. He ob- 
ferves in this work, that “ fome philofophers have been 
infidels ; few men of tafte and fentiment. There is a fub- 

- limegbut tender melancholy, almoft the univerfal attendant 
on genius, which is apt to degenerate into gloom and dif- 
guit with the world. Devotion is admirably calculated 
to footh this difpofiti ition, by infenfibly leading the mind 
to thofe profpeas which calm every murmur of difcontent, 
and diffufe a cheerfulnefs over the darkeft hours of human 
life.” 
; Biographia Medica, Vol. I. Ruble Charatie, 1800, 
Gregory’s Comparative View, Sc. 


LORD HAILES. 
Davip Darrymecs, the fon of Sir James Dalrymple, 


2) gf Hailes, canto auditor of the exchequer for Scotland, 


7 
, 
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was born at Edinburg, on the 28th of O@ober, 1726; 
and educated at Eton fchool, where he was diftinguithed 
no lefs for his acquifitions in literature, than for the regu- 
larity of his manners. 

From Eton, he returned to Edinburg, where, after the 
ufual courfe of a gentleman’s ftudies in that univerfity, he 
went to Utrecht, to apply himfelf to the civil law, and 
remained there till1746. He was called to the Scotch 


bar in 1748, where, notwithftanding his abilities and _ 


learning, his fuccefs did not anfwer the expeftations which 
had been formed. But though there were certain pecu- 
liarities in his manner, and he did not fhine as an orator, 
yet on points which touched his own feelings, and the in- 
terefts of truth and virtue, his language was ‘animated, and> 
his arguments energetic. s4 

His high fenfe of honour and inflexible integrity, were 
univerfally admitted ; and it was with the warmeit appro- 


bation of the.public, that in 1766, he was appointed ofte — 


of the judges in the court of feffions ; and in 17/76, he fuc- 
ceeded to the place of a lord commiffioner of the jufticia- 
ry» Upon taking his feat on the bench, he affumed the 
title of Lord Hailes, according to the ufage of the court, 


and is generally known by this defignation among the — 


learned in Europe. His unwearied affiduity in examining 
intricate matters, hie concife and elegant manner of exprefl- 
ing his fentiments, and his profound knowledge, rendered 
him eminent in this ftation. ee oat 
Lord Hailes was no lefs celebrated as a man of egal: 


erudition, and as a voluminous writer, than as a found — 


lawyer, and an able and upright judge. His ficill in claf-— 


fical learning, the belles lettres, and hiftorical antiquities, 


~*~ 
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efpecially thofe of his own country, is univerfally admitted. 
Some of his writings are highly valuable ; in particular, 
his Annals of Scotland, and Inquiry into the Secondary 
Caufes, which Mr. Gibbon has affigned for the rapid prog-. 
refs of chriftianity. 

His tafte for retirement: which the ftate of his affairs 
rendered for a while neceflary, increafed as he advanced 
in years. His conftitution, as well as his principles and 
habits, rendered him averfe to diffipation of every kind. 
After he was made a judge, he confidered abftra&tion from 
the gay and fafhionable world as connected with the duty. 
of one whofe time was no longer his own ; and when he 
chofe to unbend his mind, it. was in the fociety of literary 
friends, whom he fele&ed as much for their mirth and good 

humour, as for their genius and’ learning. 
_ Although his lordfhip’s conftitution had long been i in * 
an enfeebled ftate, he profecuted his ftudies, and attended 
S hig duty on the bench, till within three days of his death, 
which happened « on the 29th of Novaghers 1792, in the 
66th year of his age. ‘ 
“The following fketch of Lord Hailes? chara@ter i is eX- 
twaGted from a funeral. fermon, preached foon after his 
death, by his learned friend and venerable paftor, Dr. 
= Carlifle. — 





S ‘His knowledge of the laws was accurate and profound, 
ane he applied it in judging with the moft ferupulous in- 
tegrity. _ In his proceedings in the criminal court, the fat- 
isfa€tion he gave the public could not be furpafled. His 
abhorrence of crimes, his tendernefs for the criminals, his 
refpect for the laws, and his reverential awe of the Om- 
nipotent Judge, infpired him, on fome occafions, with a 


™%, 
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éommanding fublimity of thought, anda feeling folemnity 
of expreflion, thatmade condemnation feemjuft, as the doom 
of Providence, to the criminals themfelves, and raifed a falu- 
tary horrour of crimes in the breafts of the audience. 

“« Confcious. of the dignity and importance of the high 
office he held, he never departed from the decorum that 
becomes that reverend character ; which indeed coft him 
no effort to fupport, becaufe he acted from principle and 
fentiment, both in public and private. Affe€tionate to his 
family and relations, fimpleand mild in his manners, pureand 


confcientious in his morals, enlightened and entertaining in 


his converfation, he left fociety only to regret, that devot- 


ed as he was to more important employments, he had fo 
little time to fpare for intercourfe with them.” 

He was well known to be of high rank in the yecubhe 
of letters, and his lofs will be deeply felt through many of 


her departments. His labours in illuftration of the hif- 
tory of hiscountry, and many other works of profound — 


erudition, remain as monuments of his accurate and faith. 


fui refearches for materials, and his found judgment in the 


{ele@tion of them. Of his unfeigned piety and devotion, 


you have very often been witneffes where we now are. 
I muft add however that his attendance on religious ordi 
nances, was not merely out of refpeét to the laws, and for 


the fake of example, but from principle and conviction, — 
and the moft confcientious regard to his duty ; for he not: 


only prattifed all the virtues and charities, in proof of his 


faith, but he demonftrated the fincerity of his zeal, by theun- 


common pains hetook toilluftrate primitive chriftianity, and 
by his elaborate and able defence of it againit its enemies, 
Supplement to the Encyclopedia. 
P 


# 
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FAMES BOWDOIN, Fz, 


James Bowpoin was defcended from the proteftant 
inhabitants in France. His father, in the year 1686, on 
the perfecution which followed the revocation of the edi& 
of Nantz, fled to America, andin 1688, fettled in Bofton, 
where his fon was born, Auguft 7th, 1726. He was 
educated at Harvard college, and graduated in 1745. 
During his refidence at the univerfity, he was diftinguith- 
ed for his fuperiour abilities, and fingular attention and 
induftry in the purfuit of ufeful knowledge. . s 

He had fcarcely attained the age of twenty one, whee 
by the death of his father, he found himfelf in poffeffion 
of a large eftate, which enabled him to gratify his benevo- 
lent difpofition, by his extenfive charity. He formed an 
early c connexion with a refpectable family, which continued 


during life, and afforded him the folace of domeftic en- 


joyment. “A 

_ fn the year 1753, he wad chofen a repretentative for 
ue town of Bofton ; in 1757, and the twelve fucceeding 
years, he was elected a member of the council. During 
the altercation with Great Britain, he took a decided part 
in defence of the liberties of his country. 3 

In the year 1779, when the people of Maffachufetts 
- called a convention forthe purpofe of forming a new con- 
ftitution for the flate, he was elected their prefident, and in 
~ this ftation, conducted with dignified propriety. 

During a long period of his life, he was overfeer of 
Harvard college ; and rendered the means of inftrudtion 
more ufeful, by many handfome donations ; and eftablifh- 
ed, by his will, a fund for the benefit of the univerfity, 

Ip. May, 1780, when-the ad, which ‘gives a charter of 


Dp 
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incorporation to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences paffed the legiflature, he was chofen their prefi- 
dent, and for a number ef years, annually elected to the 
fame office. The fociety was benefited by his intereft, 
while his literary labours ferved to promote the end de- 
figned by the inftitution. His publications, which are in- 
ferted in the Memoirs of the Academy, evince his deep 
acquaintance with philofophicat fubjects. 

In-the year 1785, he was chofen governour of Maffa- 
chufetts, and was affiduous in performing the duties of this 
exalted ftation. The enfuing year, he was again elected ; 
and his fpirited exertions, during the infurreGtion, united 
with thofe of the officers and militia under his command, 
reftored order and regular government. 

His laft appearance as a political charaéter was in the 
eonvention of the flate, appointed in 1788, to confider the 
-¢onftitution of the United States. He gave his voice for 
the adoption of the federal conftitution, from a full con- 
viction that it was the beft that human wifdom could devife. 

His reputation as a man of fcience and virtue, was not 
confined to America, but diftinguifhed honours were con- 
ferred upon him by many learned bodies. He was made 
doctor of laws by the univerfities of Cambridge, Phila- 
delphia, and Edinburg ; fellow of the Royal Societies-of 
London and Dublin ; and prefident of the aeenane Sov i 
ciety in Maflachufetts. 

This excellent man was an open and unreferved profef- 
for of the chriftian religion ; and punétual in performing: — 
all the public and private duties it enjoins. His piety was- 

~ ational, uniform, and energetic ; it led him to be juft andi 
generous to his fellow men ; induced him to. patronize 
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every ufeful public inftitution ; and rendered, him kind and 
~ affeStionate in ail the relations of domeftic life. 

Whilft in poffeffion of the undebilitated powers of his 
mind, he was attacked with a painful and fatal diforder, 
under which he lived feveral months, but in the fullview 
of approaching death. . Having embraced chriftianity, in 
confequence of ftri@ examination and ferious conviction, 
his religion was built on the firmeft bafis,on which he 
refted his hope, and from which he derived his confola- 
tion, He mentioned, during his illnefs, that the perufal 
of “ Bifhop Butler’s Analogy” had been of great ufe in 
fatisfying his doubts, and confirming his mind upon this 
fubje&t. ‘¢ From the time of my reading that book,” faid 

_ he, “ shave been an humble follower of the bleffed Jefus.’? 
He expreffediin ftrong but humble terms, his fenfe of the 
_ benefit of afflitions, the efficacy of chriftian principles to 
_ fupport the mind under them, and the importance of re- 
i _ligion to our prefent - peace and future happinefs. His 
ae profpedts of immortality were bright and glorious; for 
: when he apprehended his diffolution to be approaching, 
__ he expreffed his fatisfa€tion in the thought, that he was 
“going to the full enjoyment of God and his Redeemer.” 
a He died in Bofton, November 6th, 1790, much refpected _ 
> and beloved. ‘ 
; eee Lowell’s Eulogy on Governour Bowdoin.— 
~ Thatcher’s Sermon on his Death. 












JOHN HOWARD, Esa 
The life of this excellent man exhibits a fhining exam- 
ple of difinterefled goodnefs and generofity. Here we 


an 
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fee a gentleman of independent fortune, voluntarily relin 
quifhing the enjoyments of eafe and elegance, and encoun- 
tering fatigue and danger, to relieve the loweft and moft 

abandoned part of mankind. Such an heroic inflance of 
humanity and {elf denial, difplays, in a ftriking manner, the 
benevolent tendency of the chriftian religion. 

Joun How4rp, the great philanthropift, who copying 
the divine example, went about doing good, was born at 
Enfield, 1727. He loft his father in his youth, and not 
being intended for a learned profeffion, received only an 


ordinary education 3; but the ftrength of his mind, and the 
vigour of his perfeverance, in a great meafure fupplied this: 


deficiency, i 


His liberality, with refpe&t to pecuniary concerns, was 


early difplayed; and at no time of his life does he feem 


to have confidered money in any other light, than as an 
inftrument in procuring happinefs to himfelf and others. 
The little fortune which his firft wife poffeffed, he gave tor 5 


her fifter;and during hisrefidence in Newington, he beftow- 


ed much in charity, and made a handfome Aeestionios the”. 


purpofe of providing a dwelling houfe for the. minifter. 


' His attachment to religion wasa principle imbibed j in’ 
his earlieft years, which continued fteady and uniform ~~ S 


through life. The body of chriftians, to whom he par- 


ticularly united himfelf, were independants, and his fyftem _ : 


of belief was that of the moderate Calvinifts. But 
though he appears early to have formed a decided opin- 
ion refpecting thedo€trines he thought beft founded, and , 
the mode of worfhip he moft approved; yet religion, ab. 


ftractedly confidered as the relation between man and his. 
Maker, feems to have been the principal ies ot his re-- 
R 2. 





174 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


"gard. He was lefs folicitous about modes and opinions, 
than the internal fpirit of piety and devotion ; and in his 
eflimate of different religious focieties, the circumftances 
to which he principally attended were their apparent zeal 
and fincerity. In London, he feems chiefly to have joined 
the baptift congregation in Wild Street, long under the 
iminifiry of the much refpe@ted'Dr. Stennet. It was his 
conftant prattice to join in the fervice of the eftablifhment, 
when he had not the opportunity of attending a place of 
diffenting worfhip ; and though he was warmly attached 
to the interefts of the party he efpoufed, yet he poffeffed 
the true fpirit of catholicifm, which led him to honour 
virtue and religion wherever he found them, and to regard _ 
the means, only as they were fubfervient to the end. 

Mr. Howard’s wife died in the year 1756, and being 
now difengaged from domettic cares, he was induced by a 

- fingular and fublime curioftty to vifit Lifbon, then lying 

in the recent ruins of its terrible earthquake. The pack- 

et in which he failed being taken by a French privateer, 
he was s lodged ina French prifon, and became acquainted 
with all the fufferings of his countrymen in the fame fitu- 
te ation.” 'Thefe, on his return to England, he took care to 
= ‘make known to the commiffioners of fick and wounded 

: : feamen, who gave him thanks for his information, and ex- 
erted themfelves to obtain redtefs. ‘The future dire@tion 
of his time and talents, which gave him immortal fame, 
was probably owing to this perfonal misfortune. 

In the year 1758, he married Mifs Henrietta Leeds, a 
Jady who poffeffed in an eminent degree all the mild and 
amiable virtues proper for her fex. After this alliance, 

he fettled at his eflate in Cardingten, near Bedford. 


‘ 
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During his refidence in this place, he was affiduoufly la. 
bouring topromotethehappinefsofallaroundhim. Though 
devoid of the ambition of making a {plendid appearance, 
he had a tafte for elegant neatnefs, in his habitation and 
furniture. His fobriety of manners, and peculiarities of 
living, did not fit him for much promifcuous fociety ; yet 
no man received his fele& friends with more true hofpital- 
ity, and he always maintained an intercourfe with feveral 
of the firft perfons in. his country, who knee and refpe&- 
ed his worth. . 

It was the capital obje& of his ambition at this time, 
that the poor in his village fhould be the moft orderly in 
their manners, the neateft in their perfons and habitations,. 
and pofleffed of the greateft fhare of the comforts of life, 
that could be met with in any part of England; andasit _ 
was his difpofition to carry every thing he undertook to: i 
the greateft pitch of perfection, he {pared no pains or ex- 

‘ penfe to effe& this purpofe. He began by building a: ; 
number of neat cottages on his eftate, annexing to eacha — 
_ little land fora garden and other conveniences. In thefe 
benevolent defigns, he had the full concurrence of his excel: 
lent partner. Having once fettled his accounts at the clofe- 
of a year, and finding a balance in his favour, he propofed 
to his wife to make ufe of it in ajourney to London, or _ 
any other gratification fhe chofe. ‘ What a pretty cot- 
tage it would build,” was her anfwer, and the money was: 
fo employed. Thefe comfortable habitations, he peo- — 
pled with the moft induftrious and fober tenants he could 
find ; and exercifed over them the fuperintendance ofa 
matter anda father combined. Being careful to furnifh 
them with employment, to affiff them in ficknefs and dif- 
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“trefs, and to educate their children.* In order to preferve 
their morals, he made it a condition, that they fhould reg- 
ularly attend their feveral places of worfhip; and abftain 
from public hontess: “and from fuch amufements as he 
thought pernicious; and he fecured their compliance 
with his' rules, by making them tenants at his will. He 
was fo liberal at the fame time, as to give them liberty 
to attend where they pleafed. 

In the year 1765, his domeftic happinefs received a fe- 
vere fhock, in the death of his beloved wife; whofe mem- 
ory he ever cherifhed with the greateft fondnefs and af- 
fection. ‘ 

In the year 1773 he was nominated to ferve in the of-- 

fice of high fheriff, for the county of Bedford, which, as. 

ne emphatically obferves, “ brought the aiftrels of prifon- 
ers more immediately under his notice.” This induced’ 
: “him to form the benevolent *defign of vifiting all the prif- 
ons and places of confinement throughout England, for 
‘the heavenly purpofe of alleviating the mifery of the fuf. 
This tour he accomplifhed with indefatigable 


es tar (6 te atti 









zeal, and bein examined before the houfe of commons on 
he fabjed « 0 prifons, he received the thanks of the fen- 
for his ¢ exertions 5 and had the felicity to find his vol-- 
“untary labours had ‘not been wholly in vain,-as they excit- 





ed the attention of the legiflature, and were in fome meaf- 
ure productive of the benefits propofed. 

‘To aman of Mr. Howard’s enthufiafm, a ftimulus was 

_ fearcely neceflary to do good ; but this encouragement 


.  * Mr. Howard’s bounty was particularly dire@ted to giving the 
© poora ufeful education + and in early life, he eftablithed f{chools for. 
both foxes, conducted upon the moft judicious plan. 
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operated like a cordial on his mind, and having repeatedly 
infpected the receptacles of crime, of poverty, and mifery, 
throughout Great Britain and Iveland, he extended his 
views to foreign countries. In this benevolent purfuit, 
~ he travelled three times through France, four through 
Germany, five through Holland, twice through Italy, once _ 


through Spain and Portugal, and alfo through Denmark, _ 


Sweden, Poland, and part of Turkey. Thefe excurfions 
occupied, with fome fhort intervals of reft, the period of 
twelve years. 

In 1777, he publifhed an account of foreign prifons, 
and endeavoured to ferve the caufe of humanity up this 
and other valuable works. 

4When he was’ abroad, a propofal was made to erecta 
ftatue to his memory, while yet living. This intelligence 
filled him with deep concern. ‘ Alas! faid he, our beft -— 


performances - have fucha mixture of fin and folly, that a 


praife is vanity, prefumption, and pain to a thinking ‘ 


mind.”? ‘The defign was relinquithed at his earneft re- ; 


queft, and the money collected was a 
the relief of captive innocence and misfortune. 2 
He fat out upon his laft journey in July, 1789, which . 





was to have been of great extent, and taken up three 


years. He feemed to apprehend that he was going 
to bid a final farewell to his country 3 and in his laft pub- 
lication, previous to this fatal tour, obferves, “ I am ‘not 


infenfible to the danger that muft attend fuch a journey; 
trufting however to the protection of that kind Providence, 


which has hitherto preferved me, 1 calmly and cheerfully 
commit myfelf to the guidance of unerring wifdom. 
Should it pleafe God to cut off my life, in the profecution 
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of this defign, let not my conduct be uneandidly imputed 

to rafhnefs or enthufiafm, but toa ferious, deliberate con- 

vidtion, that I am purfuing the path of duty ; and to a fin 

cere defire of being made an inflrument of more extenfive 

ufefulnefsto my fellow creatures, than could be expected im 
the narrow circle of retired life.”’ 

This event, which his mind feemed to prefage, a€tually 
tock place at Cherfon, a new Ruffian fettlement, where 
the malignity of difeafe had cut off thoufands of that na- 
tion. His benevolence prompted him to vifit a young la- 
dy, who lay fick of an epidemic fever, in order to admin- 
ifter fome medicine for her relief. Here he caught the 
diftemper, and died, January 16th, 1790, a victim to his. 
own humanity. * 

4 A monument has lately been ere&ted to his memory in. 
St. Paul’s cathedral, which reprefents Mr. Howard in a 
‘ Roman drefs, with a look | and attitude expreffive of be- 
~. nevolence and activity, holding i in one hand a feroll of 
plans for the improvement of prifons, hofpitals, &c. and 
2 in the other, a key ; while he is trampling on chains and 
: fetters. ‘The epitaph contains a fketch of his life, and: 
~ concludes in.thefe words. ‘ He trod’an open but unfre- 
quented path to immortality, in the ardent and unremit- 
2 ted exercife of chriftian charity ; may this tribute to his — 
fame excite an emulation of his truly glorious achiev- 
ments.”” 

The following tines i in Dr. Darwisi s Botanic Gardin, 

give a lively defcription of the ative benevolence of this: 
excellent man. . 
s And now philanthrophy, thy ways divine, 
+ Dart through the globe, from Zemblato the live; 
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- “ O’er each dark prifon plays the cheering light, 
“¢ Like nothern luftres o’er the vault of night, 
** From realm to realm, with crofs or crefcent crown’d, 
‘ Where’er mankind and mifery are found ; 
*« O’er burning fands, deep waves, on wilds of fnow, 
. Thy Howard, journeying, feeks the houfe of woe; a 
‘ O’er many a winding ftep, through dungeons dank, 
“ Where anguifh wails aloud, and fetters clank ; 
“¢ To caves, beftrew’d with many a mouldering bone, 
*& And cells, whofe echoes only learn to groan ; , 
Where no kind bars a whifpering friend difclofe, 
“ No fun-beam enters, and no zephyr blows ; 
4¢ He treads, inemulous of fame or wealth, 
“ Profufe of toil, and prodigal of health ; 
“ With foft, affuafive eloquence expands 
 Power’s rigid heart, and opes her clenching hands, 
' “ Leads ftern eyed juftice to the dark domain, 
st not to fever, to relax the chain; 
® Or guides awaken’d mercy through the gloom, 
« ® And fhews the prifon, fifter to the tomb ! 
4 Gives to her babes, the felf devoted wife). 
& To her fond hufband, liberty and life, 
" -® Ye fpirits of the good, who bend from high, 
st Wide o’er thefe earthly fcenes, their partial eye, 
% When firft array’d in Virtue’s pureft robe, 
« They faw her Howard traverfing the globe, : 
“ Saw round his brows thefun-like glory blaze, dy 
« In arrowy circles of unwearied rays; 
“* Miftook a mortal for an angel gueft, ae 
s* And afk'd what Seraph foot the earth imprefe'd, de 4 
2 





Rafah nt poet 2 


*¢ Onward he moves, difeafe and death retire, 
#¢ And murmuring demons hate him, and admire.” 


 Mikin’s Life of Howard.—General 3 Teg 
Biographical Diftionary. Poe 
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JouN THORNTON, a gentleman diftinguifhed for lib- 
erality and piety, who difpofed of various fums for charita- 
ble purpofes, with an unremitting conftaney, during a 
long courfe of years. His benefactions were much larger 


than 18 common'for opulent perfons, who are ‘celebrated 
for their benevolence. Hence he was regarded rather as 


a prodigy, might excite aftonifhment, than as an ex«. 
ample, which men of equal affluence were oped to 
imitate. 


* His grand obje&.in difpenfing his bounty, was to pro- 
mote the knowledge: and praétice of religion among man- 
kind ; and to induce the‘carelefs, the ignorant, and profli- _ 

gate, to attend to their eternal welfare. Hence he was - 

the pattern of all pious and laborious clergymen, frequent~ . * 

ly educating young men, whom he. found religioufly dif» 

3 potets 4 and purchafing. many livings, in which his-ultimate 

: as, to plant ufefal winifters i in thofe parts, where 

U pofed the people to ‘be perithing for lack: of vifion. — 

fo difperfed a great number of Bibles, in different . 

languages, into diftant countries, perhaps even in all quar- 

ers of the globe, and with them vak pales of pious 
and ufeful publications. ~ 

ut though this was the Sand es of his liberality, ; 

r it was by no means condu@ed on an exclufive princi« 

ple. “He aimed to adorn arid recommend, as well as to 

._ ~ extend the. religion which’ he profeffed, and to exhibit 3 its 

genuine tendency towards ‘all. smen. Tn fubfertiency to 

this defign, and from the moft enlar ged and expanded phi. 
lanthropy, he adopted, fupported,, and patronized, every 
undertaking calculated to fupply the wants, to relieve the 
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diftrefles, or to increafe the comforts of any of the human. 
{pecies, in whatever climates or of whatever defcription, 
provided ‘they properly fell within his fphere of ation. 
Perhaps it would even be difficult to mention one public : 
or private charity, of evident utility, to which he wasgnot, 
atone time or another, in fome meafure a benefactor. 

a Mr. Thornton’s beneficence was not always withheld, 
«even on account of the extreme wickednefs of thofe who — 

ba are to receive the advantage of it ; but he was guided in 
this refpe@ by the profpeét of doing them good, cither in 
refpeé of their temporal or eternal welfare. oe = 

«” Bis extenfive charitable donations did not embarrafs h: ae 

__- affairs, interfere with the real interefts of his family, or 

4 oblige him to alter his very hofpitable, though fimple ° 

> manner of life. A proper and prudent Be pei furnifh. 
ed him with fufficient funds for his profufe bounty, mee ee 
had no relifh for extravagance and luxury, and unneceffar 













: omp and magnificence. “Though he was courteous ‘to E 
all men, and not forgetful to entertain ftrangers, he was 
not reftrained from the exercife of his aétive benevolence 
bya flavith {ubjeGtion to the human opinions and fefhions, 

by which public good fuffers fo much, and eperrate perce 


nefs gains fo little. 
This excellent man rendered his bpfinefs Lpytlbiage to” 






¢ itfelf was frocuailll an inttow 2 





pe the wants and calamities of 







to a : their i 4 and to, circulate anon shed 
Bibles and other religious books... : Seige 
His piety was,equal to his philsariropy. He allduong i 

‘ , Q: iy : « Z 3 
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ly ftudied the facred {criptures, as the rule of his faith and 
practice ; and was punétual in the public and private ex- 
ercifes of devotion. Though he was attached to the 
doGrine, worfhip, and difcipline of the church of England, } 
he was equally a cordial friend to pious perfons among - 
the diffenters. His rule of judgment was not determined 
by a minute regard to his own fentiments in the more dif- 
putable points, but was formed on the great outlines of 
doétrine and practice, whith are-evidently | contained i in, 
the fcriptures, 
~ His unaffected and deep humility may be ieoifdered as 
ag ~ another diftinguifhing trait in his charaGter. _ Hisliberality,” - 
. - ufeful indufry, and piety, appeared not to himfelf in any 
: degree meritorious. Nay, he was convinced, | that in every » 
_tefpect, he fell fhort of his duty, and was entirely depend-_ . 
ant on the mercy of God, in Jefus Chrift, for the pardon 
tis fins, and for final acceptance ands felicity. eo ga 
Phough } Mr. Thornton wae in general healthy, and pof- = 
_fesfed a-good eee for a time before his Re 
















; — a his diffolution, , bleffing his rae und. 
en, and exhorted them to devote their ivan. 
rvice of their Creator. This pious and benevolent | 
1790. S es 
Difcourfe on the Death of Fohn Thornton. 


ae 
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De JOHN G. ZIMMERMAN. 


oun Georce ZIMMERMAN, a celebrated phyfician 
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and ingenious author, was born at Brugg, a town on. the 
German part of the canton of Berne, on the 8th of De- 
cember, £728. His father, the fenator J. Zimmerman, 
anxious for his future eminence as a {cholar, fuperintended 
his edycation-until he had attained the age of fourteen, 
when he was fent to a German univerlity, where he diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his unremitting attention to the vari- 
ous branches of literature. 

After leaving the univerfity, he determined to ftudy 
phyfic under the celebrated Haller, who had recently been 


& 


promoted by George II. toa profeflorfhip in the univeri- 
ty of Gottingen. The promifing genius of his young Bee 


; ~ pupil induced Haller to receive him with the greateft cor- 

2 _ diality, and he behaved to him through life as a father, 

bz preceptor, patron, and friend. 

_ The genius of Zimmerman was too expanfive to be _ 
wonfined exclufively to the ftudy ‘of medicine 5 mathemat-° 
ics, natural philofophy, and politics, alfo engaged his at- 
tention. In order to relax his mind from feverer ftudies, 
he acquired a complete knowledge of the Englifh lan. : 
guage, through which he formed an intimacy with the bet — = 
-Britith poets, particularly Shakefpeare, Pope, and Thom- 
fon. Amidtft thefe purfuits, he felt a ftrong prefentiment 


at of future greatnefs ; ; and in 1748, writes thus to Dr. Tif- Be 


fot of Berne, his particular friend and biographer. z 





pafs every moment of my life here, like a man who is de. ve 


termined not to be forgotten by pofterity.”” But his ar- 
dent°purfuit of knowledge began matertally to affect hi 
health, and produced many alarming fymptoms of that 
grievous malady, the hypocondria, a diforder which affli 
ed him, and impeded his ufefullnefs through” the ‘whole 
“eourle of his life. - ie 
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During the early part of his refidence at Berne, he pub- 
lifhed many excellent eflays. in the Helvetic Journal, and 
began the life of Haller, which he afterwards completed 
and publifhed at’ Zurich. It was received with the higheft 
approbation. : 

Zimmerman’s heart was fufceptible of ftrong attach- 
ments, and he formed one for a lady, who was related to 
Haller, and widow of a Mr. Steek. She poffeffed good 
fenfe, a highly cultivated mind, an elegant tafte, and lively . 
fancy, united with that {weetnefs of manner, that equability 

. of temper, and foothing charm of voice, which fo fre- 
quently recalled his drooping fpirits, during the time that 
it pleafed Heaven to continue their union. 

Soon after his marriage, the poft of phyfician to 9 the ; 

town of Brugg became vacant, and the principal citizens 
- requefted him to undertake it. Though the falary was 
very moderate, he was induced to accept the place ; and 
= in this fituation paffed fourtgen years of. his life, dividing 
his time between the ftudy ana praétice of phyfic, perufing 
valuable books on other fubjeéts, and in eoupotnes and 
correfponding with his friends. 













His condu& as a phyfician forms a ftriking example for 
~ thofe in the medical line, and is thus deferibed by his af- 
Ctionate biographer. 
« Zimmermamstalte for folitude did not render him neg- 
— deGtful of the fun&tions, which his employment impofed 
= upon ‘him, and which he fulfilled with the greateft tender- 
~ nefs and moft fcrupulous exactnefs. It was a duty, and 
the ¢ difcharge of it gave him pleafure ; an extraordinary, 
difficult, and dangerous cafe engaged his utmoft attention, 
~ and he fcarcely ever quitted his patient. The hypocons 





dria, {aid thofe who knew him, difappeared the moment 
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he entered our chambers ; the concern with which he ex« 
amined us, commenced by giving us comfort ; he confoled 
and encouraged us, and finifhed his vifits asa phyfician, by 
the remarks of a friend, which fufpended in part the feel- 
ing of our ills.” 

In 1756, he publifhed his firft “ Effay on Solitude ;’’ 
and three years after, gave the world his “ Differtation on 
National Pride.” In 1760, he was admitted a member of 
the fociety at Berlin ; and fince that timg of feveral other 
literary bodies, who were eager to receive him, 

-In the year 1768, he was appointed chief phyfician to 
the king of England in Hanover. In this fituation, he 
was plunged in the deepeft forrow, by the death of his ex- 
cellent wife, who, after many years of lingering ficknefs, 
expired in his arms, on the 23d of June, 1770. Inthe 
year 1781, he was alfo deprived of an amiable daughter. 


’ His domeftic comforts being now almoft entirely de- — 


+ 


itroyed, he was induged once more to enter into the mars eae 


riage union with a daughter of the king’s phyfician at Lu- 


nenburg. This lady was well acquainted with the Eng- 
lith and Italian languages ; fhe criticifed his compofitions 
with original tafte and found judgment ; and continued 


to the laft moment of his life, to be the tutelary angel, that 
direGted, fuftained, and confoled him, It was at this pe- 
riod, that he refumed and finifhed, nearly thirty years after 


om i eanas SX. .- Tran sa ccea °C cana ee 


his firft effay, his great work on Solitude. It is in four Lime 


volumes ; the two firft of which appeared in ge e 
two laft in 1786. 


This publication was received with great applaufe 







‘The emprefs of Ruffia was fo well pleafed with it, that i in = 
1786, fhe fent the author a ring, fet with diamonds of ex. __ 





traordinary fize and beauty, with a golden medal, bearing 
2 i 
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on one fide the figure of the emprefs, and on the other, 
the happy reform of the Ruffian monarchy ; to which was. 
added a note in her own hand writing, containing thefe 
words. To M. Zimmerman, counfellor of ftate, and 
phyfician of his Britannic majefty, to thank him for the ex- 
cellent precepts he has given mankind, in his book upon 
Solitude.” Thefe flattering marks of her approbation, 
were accompanied with an invitation to St. Peterfburg, 
which he declined, on account of his health. The em- 
prefs commenced a corref{pondence with him, which lafted 
fix years. The ordinary fubje€is of their letters were 
politics, literature, and philofophy. She alfo caufed it to 
be propofed to him to fettle at St. Peterfburg, as her firft 
phyfician, with a handfome falary ; but he declined ac- 
cepting the offer. 
This celebrated phyfician was a zealous advotate for the - 
truth of the chriftian religion ; hence, at this period, he 
{uffered great uneafinefs from the progrefs of a new and ex- 
‘traordinary fociety, whofe grand obje& he fuppofed was 
to abolifh religion, and fubvert focial order. ‘This con- 
federacy, which is denominated, “The Secret Society of 
_ the Illuminated, » had become very formidable in Germa- 
ony 3 and had vainly endeavoured to gain Zimmerman, 
ho laid before the public the means by which they en- 
eavoured to make profelytes. From that time, he was 
“attacked by: all the journalifts in Germany. His book 
~ was not criticifed, but burnt ; and feveral pamphlets ap- 
peared to blacken his chara@ter and infult him. Too wife 











40 reply, though deeply irritated by their inveétives, and 

~ ftill more by the iniquitous myfteries which he daily faw 
developed, he attacked without referve, and with all the 
uergy of his mind and pen, the whole trike of the illu- 





to be employed by the princes, for fupprefling thefe new 
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minated. Though many refpectable perfons faw the 
progrefs of this fociety with filent regret, he was the firft 
to expofe its principles, and endeavour to open the eyes 
of the princes of Germany, to the danger to which they 
were liable, by neglecting to oppofe the Le of fo ie 
midable a league. 

A correfpondence foon commenced between Zimmer- 
man, and a number of perfons who entertained fimilar 
ideas on this fubje&t. In 1791, he received very prefling 
letters from M. Hoffman, profeffor of eloquence at Vienna, 
propofing the eftablithment of a journal to guard againft 
the defigns of the Illuminees, and requefting directions, 
materials, and advice. In his anfwers, he hinted at means 









revolutionifts. Soon after, Hoffman informed him that the 
‘emperour, Leopold, patronifed his journal, and was deter- 
-. mined to exert his utmoft authority to crufh the confede- _ 
racy. Upon receiving this information, Zimmerman ad- 
dreffed a memorial to that prince, explaining the danger- ; 
ous principles of this fe@, and pointing out the beft meth- 
ods of preventing their fatal confequences, Theempes 
your returned a fpeedy anfwer, in which he teftified his ap- _ 
probation ; and, as a mark of his gratitude, prefented him a 
a box fet in diamonds with his cypher. A letter fromthe 
perfon whom Zimmerman had employed to prefentthe mee 
morial, and with whom Leopold had converfed concerning 
it, entered into very minute details refpecting the inten» 
tions of that prince, and declared that he had refolved im- 
mediately to employ the meafures which had been recom-  - 
mended to him; and that, in order to extend their influ. 
ence, the-affair fhould be reprefented to the diet of Ratif. 
bon, as an object which demanded their moft ferious de- 
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liberation. ‘This intelligence was highly pleafing to. Zim- 
‘merman ; but his grief was proportionably great, when, a 
few days after, he was'informed of the unexpected death: 
of the emperour, accompanied. with very eww cits 
cumftances. 

This excellent man foon recovered from the deiecion 
into which this.event had plunged him, and redoubled his: 
activity, by extending his. correfpondences, and publifhing 
frefh pamphlets. He not only wrote himfelf, but difperf- 

_ ed the works of the other defenders of the fame. caufe, 
which was no eafy tafk, as many of the bookfellers were 
in the intereft of the [luminees, who purfued him as their 
__-moft dangerous enemy. Deeply impreffed with the im- 
portance of the caufe, he devoted the hours of repofe, 
both early and late, to this arduous tafk. His mind was 
| = thus in continual aGtion, and his body had not the repofe it” 
required. He fupported himfelf under this inceffant fa- 
. tigue for feveral years; but his health was gradually un-— 
- dermined, and in 1794, he wrote a letter to his particular 
tend, in which he thus points out the progrefs of the fe- 
ret freer. “ She is miftrefs of almoft every prefs, of 
every G NS as journal, and of all the courts.??. The events 
of the war in Germany feemed alfo deeply to affe& his 
Apirits ; and he feared the invafion of the eleétorate, and 
the facking of Hanover. Thefe melancholy ideas increaf- 
edi in proportion as his health and ftrength failed, and he 
was haunted with the idea that the enemy were plundering 
his houfe, and he and his family reduced toa ftate of mifery 
and want. Atcertain intervals, his mind feemed to recover, 
only for the purpofe of rendering him fenfible of: his ap- 
proaching diffolution ; and he frequently faid to his phyfi- 
* a “I perceive my death will “be flow and painful.” 
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About fourteen hours before his death, he exclaimed, 
‘© leave me to myfelf, lam dying.” | He expired without 
a groan, on the 7th of Odtober, 1798. 

“ What upright mind,’ fays: Dr. 'Tiffot, * does not re- 
gret the lofs. of a man, who has given himfelf ‘up with a 
perfeverance, perhaps without example, to the good of 
humanity ; whol having feen {pring up, and quickly be- 
eome powerful, an affociation, whofe aim feems to be the 
deftruGion of every bafe on:which, for fo many ages, the 
order and happinefs of fociety has repofed ; who firft, and 

. for along time alone, combatted all its principles, and op- — 
pofed himfelf to its progrefs, with a force and conftancy, — 
of which: few, very few men, would have been capable, 5 

who, without any other yiew than that of the general 

"good, and.animated by the admirable principle, that to 


{pare the wicked is to hurt the good, expofed himfelf to — e. 


the moft violent criticifm, to the refentment, to the hatred, — 
of a multitude of men, redoubtable by their talents, by their 
credit, and. even by their principles ; who has facrificed his _ 
pleafures, his fortune, his repofe, his health, and even his — 








life, to the defire of putting a ftop toa defolating feoutge,” 


Tiffor’s Li af of Zimmerman. 


4 





EDMUND BURKE, Esa, 
‘Evmunp Burks, a celebrated ftatefman, was the fon 
of a worthy and able attorney, and born in Limerick in. 
Ireland, 1729. He was firft fent to an academy, and - 
thence to Dublin college. Having completed his educa- 
tion at the univerfity, he went to London, and entered him- 
felf a ftudent of the Middle Temple, with a view of being 
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ealled to the bar. Animated by the firft examples of an- . 
tiquity, he bent all the powers of his capacious mind to 
the acquifition of knowledge. But his health was not 
equal to this intenfe application, and a dangerous illnefs 
threatened to deprive himfelf, his friends, and the world, 
of the fruits of fuch unparalled induftry and talents. — 
Soon after his recovery, he married Mifs Nugent, 
daughter of the phyfician who attended him in his fick- 
nefs, Returning health again enabled him to purfue his 
fludies, and the firft efforts of his genius were exhibited in 
** An Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of our Ideas 
refpe&ting the Sublime and Beautiful.’? From this work 
we may date the commencement of his fame as an author. 
In the year 1776, he was made fecretary to the marquis 
of Rockingham ; and through the favour of Lord Verney, 
was foon after returned a reprefentative of the borough of 
Wendover. ‘His firft exertions in parliament were in op- 
s = pofition to the defign of taxing the Americans. All hig 
BA public {peeches were eminently diftinguifhed for eloquence, 
se and brillianey « of i imagination. 
: Tn 1790, he publifhed his Refle€tions on the change 
which had been effeétedin France. He had long viewed 
ov ith anxiety the new philofophy become fathionable in 
hat kingdom ; and beftowed the moft accurate attention 
= the defigns of its votaries, as they gradually unfolded 
_themfelves.. Being firmly convinced of the truth of Di- 
FEE einion, his mind was ftrongly impreffed with the 
neceffity of religion to the well being of fosiety ; for he 
faw that morals would fail without its fupport ; and that 
religious feepticifm had a tendency to produce political 
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“During the recefs of 1794, he quitted the fenate in fa. 
vour of his fon ; but he did not live to fulfil the expe@ta- - 
tions of his beloved dah who was ae affeted with 
his death. 

This great man’s moral chara@ter. was as amiable and 
refpectable, as his intelle@ual was admirable ; and his cone 
dué&. was exemplary in all the duties and relations of life. 
“His affections were ardent, and his friendfhips fervid and ac- ne 
tive. He united the wifdom of the philofopher with the - 
urbanity and elegance of the polite gentleman, and held 

an elevated rank among the ftatefmen of Europe. 

. During his laft illnefs, his underftanding operated with 
undiminifhed force, and uncontraed range ; and his dif- 
pofition retained its ufual fweetnefs. He continued regu-. _ 


~ larly to perform the duties of benevolence and religion. 


His concern for the happinefs of his friends, and the welfare 
of mankind, were equally vivid. He frequently, during his _ 


- ficknefs, declared his unfhaken belief of the chriftian reli- 


gion, his veneration for chriftians of all perfuafio ns, but his _ 
own preference for the church of England. He bore his 
long and painful illnefs with the fortitude of a Chika: Fe 





-and looked forward with trembling hope to that eternal = 
reft, which he had long fought with unfeigned humilia- 
tion. He appeared neither to with nor to dread, but pay iy. 
fiently and placidly to wait the hour appointed for all liv- : 


ing. A fhort time before his death, he recapitulated the 
moft important aétions of his life, the circumftances in 


which he a€ted, and the motives by which he was prompt. e 
ed ; and {poke with pleafure of the confcious reCtitude of 


his intentions. He expreffed his cordial for givenefs of all 


‘thofe who had endeavoured to injure him. His end was 


S 
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fuited to. the-fimple greatnefs of mind he had: difplayed 
through life, calm without levity, and full of dignity with- 
out oftentation. ‘He had been liftening to fome eflays of 
Addifon, in which he ever took delight ; had recommend- 
ed himfelf in many affectionate meflages ‘to the remem- 
brance of thofe abfent friends, whom he had never ceafed. 
to love; had converfed fome time with his accuftomed 
energy of thought and expreffion, on the awful fituation 
of his country, for the welfare of which his heart was in- 
terefted to its aft beat ; had given with fteady compofure 
fome private directions, in contemplation of his approach- 
ing death, when, as his attendants were conveying him to 
his bed, funk down, and, after a fhort ftruggle, expired 
. without a groan, July 8th; 1797, at his feat at Beaconf- 
field, in the fixty eighth year of his age. 

Biffet’s Life of Burke.—Annual Necrology, 1797. 





v 
WILLIAM COWPER, Es. 


— Wiritam Cowper, aneminent poet, was born in 1731. 






‘He was defcended from an ancient. family, who. were dif- 
tinguifhed both for rank and talents. His father, the 


= reverend John Cowper, was chaplain to King George IL, 


and re€tor of Great Berkhamftead in Hertfordhhire. His. 
mother, whofe merits are feelingly recorded by the filial 
tendernefs of the poet, died in 1737.* The lofs of this 
excellent parent in his childhood, was his firft misfortune, 
and perhaps contributed greatly to the dark colouring of: 


* Mr. Cowper publithed a beautiful little poem, fifty years after 
the deceafe of his mother, on receiving her picture from Norfolk. 


| 
| 


: 


} 
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his fubfequent life. He appeared peculiarly to require 


maternal attention ; for his infancy was delicate in no com. 


-mon. degree, and his conftitution difcovered at a very early 


feafon, that morbid tendency to diffidence, to melancholy 
and defpair, which. darkened as he advanced in years, into 
periodical fits of the moft deplorable depreffion. 

At nine years old, Cowper was fent to Weltminfter 
{chool. This fituation was ill fuited to his natural ten- 
dernefs and timidity ; and the cruel treatment of his older 
affociates, left an indelible impreffion onhis mind. How- 
ever, it did not prevent him from cultivating his intellec- 
tual faculties with affiduity and fuccefs. 

After quitting Weftminfter fchool, at the age of eighe 
teen, he was fent to a celebrated attorney, with whom he 
continued three years, and then entered himfelf, as a reg- 
ular ftudent inlaw, at the Inner Temple. His genius and 


ti, 


inclinations rendered him totally unfit to encounter the. 


buftle and perplexities of public life. His biographer ob- 
ferves, that, ‘ referved as he was to an extraordinary and 


painful degree, his heart and mind were yet admirably. 


fafhioned by nature, for all the refined intercourfe and con- 


fidential delights of friendfhip and of love ; but though_ 


apparently formed to poffefs, and to communicate an ex- 
traordinary portion of mortal felicity, the incidents of his 
life were fuch, that, confpiring with the peculiarities of his 
nature, they rendered him, at different times, the moft une 
happy of mankind.” 

In his thirty third year, hen was nominated to the office 
of reading clerk, and clerk of the private committees in the 
Houfe of Lords. But as the idea of reading in public 


| proved a fource of torture to his tender and apprehenfive 


R 
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{pirit, an expedient was devifed to promote his intereft, 
without wounding his feelings. Refigning this fituation, 
he was appointed clerk of the journals in the Houfe of 
Parliament, with a hope that his peérfonal appearance in 
that affembly might not be required. But this expecta- 
tion was alfo fruftrated ; a parliamentary difpute made it 
neceflary for him to appear at the bar of the Houfe of 
Lords, to entitle himfelf publicly for the office. 

Animated by the intreaties of his friends, he endeav- 
oured to furmount his terrours on this occafion ; and to 
prepare himfelf for his public duty, by attending clofely 
at the office for feveral months, to examine the parlia- 
mentary journals ; his application was rendered ufelefs by 
that exceflive diffidence, which made him conceive that, 
whatever knowledge he might previoufly acquire, would 
all forfake him at the bar of the houfe. This diftrefling 
apprehenfion increafed to fuch a degree, as the time for 
_ his appearance approached, that when the day fo anxiouf- - 
ly dreaded arrived, he was unable to make the experiment. 
The conflict between the withes of juft, affetionate am- 

bition, and the terrours of diffidence, fo entirely over- 
whelmed his health and faculties, that after two learned 
and benevolent divines, the reverend John Cowper, his 
brother, and the reverend Martin Madan, his firft coufia, | 
had vainly endeavoured to eftablifh a lafting tranquillity in 
his mind, by friendly and religious converfation, it was 
found neceflary to remove him to St. Albans, under the 
care of Dr. Cotton, a celebrated phyfician and poet, with 
whom he remained eighteen months. 

At this period, diftrefling apprehenfions refpeCting hie 
eternal welfare were added to Cowper’s conftitutional mel-- 
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ancholy. From December, 1763, to the following year, 
he laboured under the fevereft fufferings of mental depref- 
fion ; but the medical fkill of Dr. Cotton, combined with 
his cheerful, benignant manners, gradually fucceeded, with 
the bleffing. of Heaven, in removing the undefcribable load ; 
of religious defpondency, which had clouded his admira- 
ble faculties. His ideas of religion were changed from 
the gloom of terrour and defpair, to the luftré of comfort 
and delight. | 

This more juft and cheering view of evangelical truth, 
is faid to have arifen in his mind, whilft he was reading the 
third chapter of St. Paul’s epiltle to the Romans. De- 
vout contemplation became more and more dear to his re-- 
~ viving fpirit. He now refolved to relinquifh all thoughts 
of a laborious profeflion, and all intercourfe with the buly 


world, and pafs the remainder of his life in retirement. 


The confolation which he experienced, after the fevereft — 2 


diftrefs, he thus defcribes in an affecting allegory. 
“ ] was a ftricken deer, that left the herd 
“ Long fince ; with many an arrow deep infix’d, 
s* My panting fide was charp’d, when 1 withdrew 
“ To feck a tranquil death in diftant fhades. 
“ There was I found by one who had himfelf 
* Been hurt by the archers. In his fide he bore, 
* And in his hands and feet, the cruel fears, 
“ With gentle force foliciting the darts, 
“ He drew them forth, and heal’d, and bade me live.” _ 


The Ta/k, Book II. 


In June, 1765, the reviving invalid removed to a pri- 
vate lodging in the town of Huntingdon, where he had 
frequent opportunities of intercourfe with his brother, the 
reverend John Cowper, whofe place of refidence was con- 


my 
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tiguous. In this retirement, he attraéted the notice of _ 
‘William Carthorne Unwin, then a ftudent at Cambridge, 
whofe father, a clergyman, fuperintended a private claffical 
feminary in Huntingdon. This intelligent young man 

folicited Cowper’s acquaintance, and, charmed with the 

acquifition of fuch a friend, prefented him to his parents, 
who affeGtionately folicited him to relinquifh his lonely 
lodgings, and fix his refidence with them. He complied 

with their requelt, and lived in the moft intimate friend- 
_fhip with this amiable family. ve 

After the death of Mr. Unwin, which took place in 
1767, Mr. Cowper removed to Olney in Buckinghamfhire, . 
accompanied with that gentleman’s widow, who gene- 
roufly requefted him to continue under her care. This 
lady poffeffed a fuperiour intelle&, and highly cultivated 
mind ; and proved to him a fingular and invaluable friend. 
- The reverend Mr. Newton was then curate of Olney, and. 
they were defirous of enteting into the flock of a benevo- 
lent and animated paftor, whofe religious ideas were con- 
genial with their own. ; 
The retirement of this excellent man was ennobled by 
many private acts.of, beneficence ; for though he was far 
from being opulent he exerted his confined ability to the 
utmoft to aflift the indigent ; and his capacity to do good 
was enlarged, by the liberal affiftance of the late Mr. 
‘Thornton, whofe memory he has immortalized in his poem 
on charity. 
In 1770, the ficknefs and Weath of his learned, pious, 

and affectionate brother, made a very deep impreffion on 
the tender heart and mind of Cowper ; hence he was in- 


duced to write a narrative of the remark able circumftan- 
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‘ ees which occurred at that time. In his fequeftered life,. 
he feems to have been much confoled and entertained, by © 
the fociety of his pious friend, Mr. Newton, in whofe re- 
ligious purfuits, he took an active part. A  colleCtion of 
hymns, compofed for the inhabitants of Olney, was the 
joint production of the divine and poet, and intended, as 
the former exprefsly fays in his preface, ‘ to perpetuate 
the remembrance of an intimate and endeared friendfhip.” 

In 1773, Cowper funk into fevere paroxy{ms of reli- 
gious defpondency, which fufpended the exercife of his: 
genius for feveral years. He recovered by flow degrees, 
and refumed his literary purfuits. In 1781, he publifhed 
a volume of poems, chiefly on ferious fubje&ts. In 1786, 
he compofed the Tafk, which was printed the following 
year. In this poem, he not only furpaffed all his former 
compofitions, but executed an extenfive work, of original: 
and diverfified excellence. 

In 1786, he removed with Mrs. Unwin, tothe pleafant: 
village of Wefton, Durin g his refidence in Olney, his in- 
timacy with Mr. Newton was fo great, that this venera- 
ble divine has defcribed it in the following remarkable 
terms, in memoirs of the poet, which affection induced 
him to begin, but which the troubles and infirmities of a: 
very advanced life have obliged him to relinquifh. 

st For nearly twelve years we were feldom feparated 
for feven hours at a time, when we were awake andat 
home. ‘The firft fix, I paffed in daily admiring, and ena 
deavouring to imitate him ; during the fecond fix, 1 walk. 
ed penfively with him in thé valley of the fhadow of death.” 

“Mr. Newton records, with a becoming fatisfaction, the: 
evangelical charity of his friend. * He loved the poor,’”’ 
R 2 


e 


% 
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{ays his devout memorialift, « he often vifited them in their 
cottages, converfed with them in the moft condefeznding 

manner, fympathifed with them, covnfelled and comforted 

them in their diftreffés ; and thofe who were ferionfly dif- 

* pofed, wére often cheered and animated by his prayers.” 

In 1791, after five years of intenfe labour, Cowper pub- - 
Aifhed a complete verfion of Homer, in two quarto volumes. 
At the conelufion of this work, he undertook an edition of 
Milton, with a tranflation of his Latin and Italian poems. 
Mr. Hayley, who had diftinguifhed himfelf by feveral in- 
genious productions, both in profe and verfe, was then en- 
gaged in writing the Life of Milton. ‘This incident gave 
rife to an intimate and endearing acquaintance between 
the two authors. Upon their firft introduction, Mr. 

- Hayley eo «1 was enchanted, to find that the man- 
ners and converfation of Cowper refembled his poetry, - 
charming by unaffected eleg’nce and the graces of a be- 
nevolent fpirit.”” 

The literary purfuits of this eminent poet were again 
interrupted by the declining health of Mrs. Unwin, who 
had watched over him with maternal vigilance, during the 
tong periods of bis depreflive malady. Her increafing ill. 

_ pels confpired, with his conftitutional melancholy, gradu- 
ally to undermine his faculties, aud plunge him in the 
moft diftrefling fituation. 

In 1794, the king granted an annuity of three hune 

Pei J a year, to this dejected invalid 5 and in 1795, he was 

laced under the care of his young kinfman, the reverend 
John Johnfon, of Dereham, who devoted himfelf to the 
promotion of his health and happinefs. In 1796, Mrs. 

Unwin ended a troubled exiftence, diftinguithed by a fubs 
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lime font of piety and friendthip, that fhone through long 
periods. of calamity, and continued to glimmer through 
the diftrefsful twilight of her declining faculties. She 


was buried in the north aifle of Dereham church ; a marble 
tablet was ereCted to her memory, with the follow ins 


{eription. , 
“ Trufting in God with all her heart and mind, 
* This woman prov’d magnanimouily kind, 
6 Endur’d affliction’s defolating hail, 
‘* And watch’d a poet through misfortune’s vale. 
“ Her fpotlefs duit angelic guards defend ! 
© It is the duft of Unwin, Cowper’s friend ! 
‘ That fingle title in itfelf is fame, 
“ For all who read his verfe, revere her name.” 

es furvived this lady four years, during which time 


Mr. Johnfon continued his affeGtionate attentions ; and it 


feemed as if Providence had exprefsly formed him to prove 


fuch a guardian to the declining years of this afflicted. 
poet, as the peculiar exigencies of his fituation required. 
Be was at times fo far relieved, as to write a few occa- 
fional poems ; and his friends fometimes indulged the hope 
of his complete reftoration to health ; but the depreffion 
of his mind was the effet of bodily diforder, fo obftinate 
that their expeCtations were fatally difappointed ; and to- 
wards the clofe of the year 1799, it became fufficiently 
evident that he cou'd not fuccefsfully contend with the 

ravages of a rapid decay, and that ere long the mortal muft 
put on immortality. 

"The deplorable inquietude and darknefs of his latter 
years, were mercifully terminated by a moft gentle and 
tranquil diffolution. He paffed through the awful mo. 
ments of death fo mildly, that although five perfons were 


, 
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prefent, and obferving him in his chamber, not one of 
_ them perceived him to expire ; but he had ceafed to breathe: 
about five minutes before five in the afternoon, on the 25th 
of April, 1800. He was buried in Dereham church,. 
where a monument was ereéted to his memory. 

Mr. Hayley, the affeCtionate biographer of this excel- 
lent man, obferves, that “ Few minifters of the gofpel 
have fearched the fcriptures more diligently than Cowpery. 
in his days of health, and with happier effet ; for a fpirit 
of evangelical kindnefs and purity pervaded the whole: 
tenour of his language, and all the conduét of his life.” 

He prepared himfelf for his great poetical achievements,. 
by a fervent application to the facred oracles. In read- 
ing the Bible, he admired and ftudied the eloquence of the: 
prophets. He was particularly charmed with the energy 

of their language, in a the wrath of the Al- 
mighty. 

By his zealous attention to the fcripture,. he inceffantly- 
treafured in his own capacious mind,-thofe inexhauftible- 
flores of fentiment and expreffion, which enabled him: 
gradually to afcend the pureft heights of poetical renown,. 
which rendered him at laft, what he ardently wifhed to. 
prove—the poet of chriftianity—the monitor of the world. 

Hayley’s Life of Cowper. 


_ rs sen 
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Se WILLIAM JONES. 
Witram Jonzs, Efg. was born in 1746, at his fae 
ther’s refidence in Wales. He was fon to the famous: 
mathematician, William Jones, who was the pupil and: 
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friend of Newton, under whofe patronage he taught 
mathematics in London. 

Under the guidance and tuition of fuch a ‘parent, the 
mind of this celebrated man was early formed to regular 
habits of thinking, and: from him he foon caught the 
generous enthufiafm of literary fame. After having been 
inftructed by his father in the rudiments of claffical learn- 
ing, he was placed at Harrow {chool, where he diftin- 
guifhed himfelf no lefs by his wonderful facility in acquir- 
ing the learned languages, than by his fine tafte in Latin 
poetry. 

In 1763, he was fent to the “anivérfity at Oxford, of 
which he was foon made a fellow, and where he was equal- 
ly diftinguifhed for prematurity of mind, and unexampled 
~ diligence in his fludies. His diligence indeed was fo un- 
remitting, and his memory fo retentive, that before he had 
attained the age of twenty two, he not only acquired a. 
thorough knowledge of the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
tongues, but had alfo made great proficiency in the Arabic 
and Perfian. Neither had he negle&ted to cultivate the 
polifhed languages of modern Europe ; and his knowledge 
of the French was fo perfe&, that at the age of twenty 
four, while he was yet a reclufe ftudent at the univerfity, 
he tranflated the hiftory of Nadir Shaw from Perfian into 
French, not only with grammatical exaCinefs, but with a 
purity and elegance of diGtion, that obtained him the ap- 
plaufe of the moft diftinguifhed critics in France. About 
‘this time he publifhed his «“ Commentaries og Afiatic 
Poetry.” 

_He had determined on ae himfelf to the profef- 
fion of the law, at the age of twenty four ; and though his 
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ftudies in general jurifprudence, and the edmmon law of 
England, had been purfued with the moft indefatigable 
diligence, he negle&ted not at the fame time, to give his 


attention to phyfical {ciences, and to carry on with amaz-_ 


ing rapidity, his refearches into the literature of Afia. 
Between the years 1776, and 1784, he publifhed a num- 
ber of ingenious effays in profe, and a volume of poems, 
’ chiefly confilting of tranflations from the Arabic, Perfians 
and Turkifh poets. 

‘The reputation of his genius and great learning, being 
now {pread abroad, his acquaintance was fought by peo- 
ple of the firft rank in literature ; he confequently became 
known to Dr. Johnfon and Dr. Jofhua Reynolds, who 
introduced him to the celebrated literary club, of which 
he was admitted a member. 


In the fummer of 1783, he embarked for Ehdia, having | 
been appointed one of the ere of the fupreme court of 


Calcutta. : 

When he arrived at Cagis after phos his feat on 
the bench of the fupreme court, according to the ufual 
forms, he made public his plan for inftituting a fociety in 
that place, ‘ for the purpofe of inquiring into the hiftory, 
arts, {ciences, and literature of Afia.”” This plan was 
“eagerly embraced by thofe gentlemen in Calcutta, who 

were beft qualified to eftimate its advantages, and to con- 
tribute to its fupport, and being patronized by Mr. Haf- 
tings, the governour general, the fociety was founded, Sir 
William Jones was eleCted perpetual prefident, and deliv- 
ered his preliminary difcourfe in 1784. 

He was now enabled to give full fcope to the energy 


of his mind, and to gratify every with of his heart. The. 


& 
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wide and fruitful region of Afiatic learning was opened 

befere him, and the high and independent ftation which 

he filled, gave him a commanding profpeét of it, whilft 

he practifed thofe laws, which it was the pride of his life 
~ to cherifh and revere, and adminiftered to his fellow crea- 
_ tures the pure maxims of juftice and truth. 

He had long ardently defired to ftudy the Sanfcrit lan- 
guage, and in three years made himfelf fo completely matf- 
ter of it, that the moft enlightened profeffors of the doc- 
trine of Brahma, confeffed with pride, delight,and furprize, 
that his knowledge of their facred diale@ was moft criti- 
cally corre& and profound. Their refpea and attach- 
ment continued to the lat. The Pandits, who were in 
the habit of attending him, fincerely lamented his death, 
and felt the higheft admiration for his fuperiour talents 
and virtues. Lee 

He applied himfelf to his ftudies with pertinacious and 
unwearied diligence. Notwithftanding the great atten- 
tion, which his profeffional duties, and the preparation of 
his many valuable difcourfes to the Afiatic Society re- 
quired, he found time to write and publifh fome works, 
no lefs curious than important, between the years 1788, 
and 1793. Thefe were an Englith verfion of the Siraji- 
jah or Mahometan law of inheritance, with a commenta- 
ry-; the Inftitutes of Menu, literally tranflated from the 

-. Sanfcrit, with a learned preface, treating beth of the an- 

tiquity.and value of the work ; and an elegant tranflation 

of the drama of Sancontala, from the fame language. 

The firft of thefe performances, he printed at his own ex- 

penfe, and fold for the benefit of infolvent debtors ; an 
aG@ion. fo difinterefted, that ‘it will ferve'to do immortal. 

, , honour to his memory. | 


« 


* 
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This eminent man had engaged in a moft ufeful works 
which wasa copious digeft of the Mahometan and Hindoo 
law, compiled from Arabic and Sanfcrit originals, a plan 

of which he prefented to government, who gave it the moft 
~ Tberal patronage and ftrenuous fupport ; but the hand of 
death arrefted the progrefs of this performance. In April, 
1794, he was attacked with a bilious complaint, which, 
after a few weeks, proved fo obftinate, that it baffled the 
utmoft fkill of his phyficians. The laft hour of his life 
was marked by a folemn aé& of devotion. Finding his 
diffolution rapidly approaching, he defired his attendants 

to. carry him into an inner apartment, where at his defire . 
they left him. Returning, after a fhort interval, they 
found him in a kneeling pofture, with his hands clafped, 
and his eyes fixed towards heaven. As they were remov- 

him, he expired. 
vod thie folle wing epitaph was written by himfelf, and will 
doubrletal acceptable to the reader. 
Here lies depofited, 

The mortal remains of a man | 

Who feared God, but not death ; 

And maintained independence, 


But fought not riches : 
Who thought 
None below him but the bafe and unjuft, 
None above him but the wife and virtuous, 5 
Who loved ea 
His parents, kindred, friends, country, . 
With an ardour 
Which was the chief fource of : 
fll his pleafures, and all his pains ; ae 
. And who haying devoted 
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His life to the fervice é 
; And to 
The improvement of his mind, 
Refigned it calmly, 
Giving glory to his Creator ; 
Wifhing peace on earth, 
And 
‘Good will to all creatures, 
On the—day of— — 
In the year of our bleffed Redeemer 
-MDCC. Ca: 

The perfon of Sir William Jones was genteel and grace. _ 
ful ; his countenance open, manly, vivacious, and ferene. - 
His deportment was dignified, yet eafy ;-his addrefs cour- 
teous, yet plain ; and his manners polifhed, yet familiar. 
Hence, upon a firft acquaintance, he not only excited the _ 
admiration, but acquired the efteem of thofe with whom 
he converfed. In converfation, he illuftrated i ina pleafi ing. 
manner every topic which was difcuffed, and conveyed in- 
ftru€tion with a modefty and elegance, that at once capti- 
vated and informed the mind. 

The placidity and gentlenefs for which he was diftin- 
guifhed, did not proceed, from conttitutional tamenefs and 
languor, but {fprang from the union of temperance and lib- 

-erality, which a virtuous habit had formed in his mind. 
He -was fedate, moderate, and cautious ; but at the fame 





time ‘animated, afpiring, and generous. He poflefleda 


proud honour, an inflexible firmnefs, and a high fenfe of 
juttice ; yet he had not in his difpofition any thing of 
haughtinefs, obftinacy, or aufterity. His pride confifled 
an the love of independénce ; ; his refolution, in fhunning 
the temptations of vice ; and his idea of equity, in pro- 
5 
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cuting peace and happinefs among men, by making the 
laws lovely rather than fevere. 

‘He was no lefs eftimable in public hati in private life. 
As a public man, whether we confider his fine tafte, the 
ilrength of his mental faculties, or. the vat extent and va- 
riety of his acquirements, we are equally enamoured with 
his talents. His intelle€tual powers were of the higheft 
order. Theclearnefs of his underftanding no paradox 
_ could perplex ; the quicknefs of his intuition ran through 
Tyftems ata glance ; the folidity of his judgment even his 
lively fancy could not warp.; and nothing ufeful or ele- 
gant efcaped the retentive vigour of his memory. To 
thefe properties, he added a fertile imagination, a luminous 
comprehenfiom and an elafticity of mind, which gave ac- 
= tivity-to all the operations of his genius.. His mind thus 
 eonftituted, was enriched with the colleftive fcience and _ 
a learning of all times, and of all nations. 

Sir John Shone, in a difcourfe delivered at a meeting 
of the Afiatie Society, 1794, {peaking of Sir Wilham 
Jones, obferves, ** I have already enumerated attainments 
and works, which from their diverfity and extent, feem far 
beyond the capacity of the moft enlarged minds ; but the 
catalogue may yet be augmented. ‘To a proficiency in the 


"i languages of Greece, Rome, and Afia, he added the knowl+ © 


edge of the philofophy of thofe countries, and of every« 
thing curious and valuable in them. ‘The dofirines of the 
Academy, the Lyceum of the Portico,’were not more fa- 
miliar to him, than the tenets of the Vedas, the myflicifm of 
: the Sufis,or the religion of the antient Perfians ; and whilft, 
with a kindred genius, he purfued with rapture the heroic, 
lyric, or moral compofitions of the moft renowned poets - 
et ace: Rome, and Afia, he could turn with equal de- 


4 
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light and knowledge, to the fublime fpeculations or mathe- 
matical calculations of Barrow and Newton. With them 
alfo he profeffed his convition of the truth of the chrif- 
tian religion, and he juftly deemed it no inconfiderable ad- 
vantage, that his refearches had corroborated the multiplied’ 
evidence of revelation, by confirming the Mofaic account 


sic eS 


of the primitive world.” i 
Afiatic Annual Regifter. —Afiatic Refearches. ae 

Note to Maurice’s Poem to the memory of Sir png 

Wiliam Fones. ; ees & 





| JAMES BEATTIE. 


JAMEs Pe was born. in Scotland, and received 
part of his education at the univerfity of Aberdeen, where 
he cultivated the belles lettres with great afliduity, and 4 

_as great fuceefs. His firft employment was that of in~ a 
ftruGing youth; he affifted at the grammar fchool of P Abie. 
erdeen, and during his refidence there, married the daugh- 
ter of his principal. He was afterwards promoted to the 
profefforfhip of moral philofophy and logic, in the Ma- 
rifeal College of the univerfity ; and was affiduous in dif- 
charging the duties of this office. 

* After writing a volume of original poems and tranfla- 

tions, in 1770, he publifhed an “ Effay on the Nature and 
Immutability of Truth, in oppofition to Sophiftry and 
Scepticifm.”” A few years after, in 1777, this work was 
republifhed in quarto, by fubfcription, at the defire of fey~ 
eral perfons of diftin@ion. rere 
- In 1783, by the recommendation of Bifhop Portewa,, 
he completed and gave the world “ Evidences of the Chrif- 
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tian Religion,” briefly and plainly ftated, a performance 
intended for the ufe of young perfons. © 
Dr. Beattie filled the chair of moral philofophy in the 
univerfity of Aberdeen with great applaufe ; and his be- 
haviour in every department of life is truly amiable. 
‘Though deeply engaged in literary purfuits, he was cheer- 
ful, and at times unbent his mind in the fociety of his 
friends, until a melancholy event occurred, which, notwith- 
ftanding his fingular piety, caft a gloom upon his mind. 
For many years his eldeft fon, at once his companion 
and friend, had contributed not a little to cheer his mind, 
and promifed to become the delight of his declining years. 
This flay, this prop of all his comforts, and all his. hopes 
on earth, was fhatched from him in 1790, when he had at- 
tained the age of twenty two. ‘This promifing young 
man difplayed, on one hand, fuch a virtuous difpofition, — 
asthe fondeft father might have been proud to behold, 
~ while, on the other, his. gentus and talents began to de- 
velope, and afford an early profpe& of future excellence, 
Dr. Beattie publifhed a life of his much beloved and 
lamented fon, and concludes his account in the following 
affecting terms, : 
“ I have loft thé sisatineell and for the laft four or five 
“years of his fhort life, one of the mof inftru&tive compan- 
ions that ever man was delighted with. But the Lord® 
gave } the Lord hath taken away ; bleffed be the name of 
the Lord. I adore the author of all good, who gave him 
grace to lead {uch 4 life, and die fuch a death, as makes 
it impoffible for a chriftian to doubt of his having entered 
upan the inheritance of an a immortality. 
European Magazine, 1801.— 
Public Charafers, for 1802. 
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WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, Esq 

Wirtram Witnerrorce was born in the town of 
Hull, in the year 1759. By the death of his father, when 
he was very young, the care of his education devolved 
upon a prudent and affeionate mother, who appears to 
have been in every re{pect qualified for difcharging this im- 


portant duty, About the year 1774, he was enteredat 


St. John’s college, Cambridge, where he formed an inti- 


mate friendfhip with Mr. Pitt, the late minifter, 


When he became of age, which was a few weeks prior — 


to the general election in 1780, he was, in conjunétion 


with Lord Robert Manners, almoft unanimoufly elected 
the reprefentative of Hull. In the year 1784, he was 
reelected with Mr. Thornton ; but declined this honour, ce 
having been chofen alfo a reprefentative of the county pk 


York. 
Asa fenator, he has chiefly diffinguithed himfelf by his 


{pirited oppofition to the flave trade, and his exertions in — 


that caufe have enrolled his name among thofe who are. 
moft diftinguifhed for humanity, and the love of their fel- 
low creatures. His fpeeches in parliament, in favour of 
the abolition of this infamous traffic, are celebrated for 
eloquence, energy, and found reafoning. : 
His character as an author and friend to religion, is tru- 


ly refpeGtable. In the year 1797, he publifhed a work, 


entitled, “ A Praétical View of the prevailing Religious 
Syftem of profefled Chriftians, in the higher and. middle 
claffes, contrafted with Real Chriftianity.” This work. 
had a rapid and extenfive circulation ; feveral editions of 


it were fold:in the courfe of the firlt year. ee was fooh » 


after republifhed in a form better adapted to anfwer the. 


purpofes of thofe chriftians, who fuppofed it a work prop-- 
Gf ieee S. 2 
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er to be given away among the lower claffes of fociety, | 


and thoufands have, in this way, been diftributed in differ- 
ent parts of the country. ae 

In private life, this excellent man is faid. to exhibit, in a 
very high degree, that humanity, benevolence, and ftric 
piety, for which he has been a public advocate. 


Public Charaders of 18Q90—1 Bon % 
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RICHARD CUMBERLAND, Esa. 

~ Ricwsarp CumBERLAND, an ingenious writer, is the 
fon of Dr. Dennifon Cumberland, late bifhop of Clowfert 
ah and Killalo in Ireland. He was educated at Trinity col- 

“lege, Cambridge ; and, by the intereft of Lord George 
_ Germaine, was introduced to the office of trade and plan- 

3 tations, where he fucceeded ghe late Mr. Pownal as fecre- 
tary, in which poft he continued until the fuppreffion of 
that appointment by Mr. Burke’s bill, when he retired and 
___ was fupported by a penfion. 

This gentleman i is efteemed one of the beft dramatic 
re writers of the age, and his compofitions of that kind are 
‘numerous. In 1785, he publifhed the “ Obferver,” next 
year a fecond edition appeared ; and the fubfequent edi- 

tions have now fwelled the work to five volumes. In 
1792, he publithed a poem, called ‘ Calvary, or the Death 
of Chrift.”” 

He is not only diftinguifhed as an elegant writer, both 
i profe and poetry ; but, in feveral papers in the Obferver, 

has fhown himfelf ta be an able advocate for the facred 
traths of revealed religion. . 






Public Chara@er: for 1798—1799. 
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FACOB BR LAN Fox: 
Jacos Bryant, a diftinguifhed writer of ‘the prefent 


age, lias exerted his talents in defence of the: truth of di- 
vine revelation, in his « Analyfis of Ancient Mythology,” 


and his “* Obfervations on the Plagues of Egypt.” The — 


_ character of this great man, is thus delineated by the author 
of the Purfuits of Literature. 
“No man of literature can. pafs by the name of Mr. Bry- 


ant without gratitude and reverence. He is a gentleman 


of attainments peculiar to himfelf, and of claffical erudition 
without an equal in Europe. His whole life has been 
{pent in laborious refearches, and-the moft curious invefti- 


- gations. He-hasa youthful fancy, and a playful wit, with 


the mind, and occafionally the pen of a poet ; and with an 
eafe and fimplicity of ftyle, aiming only at perfpicuity. 
- He has contended, in various fields of controverfy, with 
various fuccefs ; but always with a zeal for truth and a fo. 
bernefs of inquiry. He has lived to fee his eightieth 
winter, with the efteem of the wife and good ; in hon- 
ourable retirement from the cares of life ; 3; with a gentle. 
nefs of manners, and a readinefs and willingnefs of com- 
munication feldom found. Heis admired and fought af. 
ter by the young, who are entering on acourfe of ftudy, 
and revered and often followed by thofe who have com- 
pleted it. Above all, he has gone forth in the ftreagth 
imparted unto him, in defence of the holy law made and 
given by God; he has put on the panoply from above, 
and having enlarged his mind, fanétified his ftudies, he may 
expe& with humble confidence the confummation of his 


Y; 


reward.’’ 


This eminent many in his Analyfig of Ancien Mythol. 


ee chee 
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ogy, has given the moft convincing proofs of the truth of 
the Mofaic hiftory. He has fhewn, that all the rites and 
myfteries of the gentiles were only fo many memorials of 
theit : 
hich they had been witneffes. Among thefe memori- 
- als, the chief were the ruin of mankind by a flood, and the 

renewal of the world in one family. They had fymbol- 


principal anceftors, and of the great occurrences to 





ical reprefentations, by which thefe occurrences were com- 


‘memorated; and their ancient hymns, in their temples, 

were to the fame purpofe. They all related to the hifto- 

xy of the firft ages, and to the fame events which are ree 

corded by Mofes, 

a Purfuits of Literature.—Bryant’s Analyfis 
of Ancient Mythology. 





ELIAS BOUDINOT, Esa, 

_ In giving an account of the great men, who have ex- 
-erted their talents i in defence of the truth of chriftianity, 
“%, honourable mention ought to be made of an American au- 
~ thor of the prefent day, Exias Boupinot, dottor of laws, 
and dire¢tor of the mint of the United States, who, in 1801, 
-publithed a work entitled, “The Age of Revelation, or 
_ the Age of Reafon fhown to bean Age of Infidelity.” 
Ina dedication of that performance to his daughter, he 

makes the following declaration refpeGting the {criptures. 

« For nearly half-a century have I anxioufly and criti. 
eally ftudied that invaluable treafure, and I {earcely ever 
take it up that I do not find fomething new ; that I do 
not receive fome valuable addition to my ftock of knowl- 
edge, or perceive fome inflrudtive fact never obferved be- 
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fore. In fhort, e you to afk me to recommend the 
moft valuable book in the world, I fhould fix upon the 
Bible, as the moft inftruGtive, both to the wife and igno- 
rant. Were you to afk me for one affording the moft ra- 
tional and pleafing entertainment to the inquiring mind, I : 
fhould repeat it is the Bible, and thould you renew the in- 
quiry, for the beft philofophy, or the moft interefting hif- 2 
tory, I fhould ftill urge you to look into the Bible. I 
would make it in fhort the alpha and omega of knowledge rs 
and be affured that it is for want of underftanding the 
fcriptures, both of the Old and New Teftament, that fo 
little value is fet upon them by the world at large. |'The _ 
time however is not far diftant, when we Ws meet a ES 
- different reception from the fons of men.’ ee 
Boudinot’s ve of Revaation 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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PREFACE TO PART Il. 


Tar following extracts are 
wholly felected from the writings of laymen, 
who cannot rationally be fuppofed to have had ue 
any interefted motives to induce them to be- : 
come advocates for the truth of the chriftian 
religion.* Many. of thofe eminent men 
poflefled ftrong intellects, found judgment, 


and profound erudition. They had fully i 


examined the fubject, and were perfectly ac. oe 


* The compiler does not mean to fuggeft, that the 
objections againft the writings of clergymen in defence of 
the chriftian religion, are rally juft and well founded, 
_ For, “ they do not defire to be trufted on their own au- 
thority, but upon the reafons they offer ; but lawyers and 
phyficians are not lefs trufted, becaufe they live by their 
profeffions ; but it isa fuggeltion that eafily takes hold 
-of weak minds, and efpecially {uch as catch at objeCtions, 
and are willing to be caught bythem. And confidering 
the diligence of the adverfary, in making profelytes, and 
drawing men from the faith of Chrift, equal diligence ‘is 
required of thofe who aim to maintain that faith, not on- 
ly to leave men no real ground, but evea no colour nor 


pretence for t heir infidelity.” 
fh 
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quainted with the objetions of the moft cel- 
ebrated infidels. | 
The lives and writings of fuch men are pe- 
culiarly calculated to prove that talents and 
genius have not always led to infidelity ; and 
that the abilities of the moft celebrated deifts 
are obfcured by a competition with thofe lu. 
minaries. of fcience, who have embraced 
chriftianity. It appears that the objections 
raifed. by deiftical writers againft the chrif- 
tian religion, are chiefly owing to the purity 
of gofpel morality. For men, who are re- 
folved to free chentlelves from all the -re- 
- ftraints of divine and,human laws, are natur- 
ally led to renounce and overlook the moft 
clear and convincing evidence of its truth 
and divine authority.” 3 
* After enumerating many ‘eminent phyficians, who 
have been firm believers in chriftianity, and diftinguifhed 
for piety and virtue, Dr, Ruth obferves, “ To the record 
of thefe medical worthies, I fhall add but -one remark, 
and that is, the weight of their names alone, in favour of 
revelation, is fufficient to turn the fceale againft all the in- 


Adelity that has ever difhonoured the {cience of medicine.” 
Rufh’s Introdu&ory Le&ures. 
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*¢ Deifm,”’ fays a late writer, “ is general- 
ly embraced either by men of a cold, phleg- 
_ matic, philofophical caft, who are indifpofed 
to believing any thing for which they have 
not abfolute demonftration, or by thofe who 
having never thought or reafoned, confider. 
it as a mark of wit and talents to fet up for 
unbelievers.”* 

The brevity of this work will not admit 
of inferting the various objections of deiftical 
writers ; anda fyftem ettablithed upon pofi- 
tive evidence cannot be fhaken by the foph- 
iftry of {ceptics. ‘The human mind is too 
limited to comprehend in one view the vatt 
plan of redemption, and objections may be 


raifed to detached parts of any fyftem, whilft 


* Dr. Johnfon has remarked, that, * Hume, and other 
{ceptical innovators, are vain men, who will gratify their 
vanity at any expence. Truth will not. afford fufficient 
food for their vanity, fo they have recourfe to errour, 
Hume owned to a clergyman in the bifhoprick of Dur. 
ham, that he had never read the New Teftament with at. 
vention,” , Bofwel’s Life of Fohnfan. 
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the great whole remains an impregnable bul- 
wark. 

It is not prefumed, that the following ar- 
guments in favour of chriftianity will afford 
any new light to the learned reader. The 
_ work being principally intended for the ufe 
of young perfons, with the fincere wifh and 
ardent hope that it may be ufeful in forming 
and ftrengthening their minds in the belief 

_of thefe divine truths, on which their pref- 
ent and future happinefs muft depend. 

The compiler folidits the candour and in- 
dulgence of the public in the perufal of this 
work, and requefts them to confider the ma. | 
ny difadvantages fhe has been under, from 
want of means to procure various publica- 
tions, which would have been ufeful for her 
felection, and which her pecuniary circums 
ftances rendered her totally unable to pur- 
chafe. In fubmitting this volume to the re- 
fpeCtable fubfcribers, who have patronifed it, 


and‘te the more extenfive, though fhe hopes 
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not lefs candid readers, the public, fhe feels a 
fatisfaction in avowing her firm belief in the 
truth of the chriftian religion,and a confidence 
of fupport inher feeble endeavours to promote 
that belief t in others, and check the progres 
of infidelity. 
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SECTION 1 


The Evidence in Favour of Revealed Religion, 


arifing from its Neceffity and Importance to 
Mankind. 


In exhibiting the evidences of the chrif- 
tian religion, the firft thing to be inquired into, is the ims 
portance and ufefulnefs of divine revelation ; for if fuch 
athing be ufeful and important, and even neceflary to 


man, it muft be fuitable to the divine wifdom and good- 


nefs to beftow it. : 

Firft, Uf man had perfevered in his primitive innocence 5 
if human principles and pra€tice had no influence on hus 
man happinefs, nor on each other ; and if ignorance, ins 


U + 
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attention, and prejudice ; if fuperftition and fenfuality ; 
if favage life, and fanguinary paffions, had no tendency 


to corrupt men’s opinions, to pervert their reafon, and to 


plunge them into guilt and wretchednefs ; on thefe fup- = 


pofitions it might be admitted that there is no need of 
revelation. But from daily experience, and from the hif- 
tory of men in all ages, it appears, that not one of the 
things now fuppofed is agreeable to fad. 
That man did not perfevere in innocence, requires no 
proof. That corrupt principles and practices lead to 
mifery, and truth and Virtue to? happinefs, is as evident, as 
that order is preferable to confufion, fecurity to danger, 
and a wife and good man toa barbarian or wild beait ; 
that, even though our intentions be good, we mutt, 
miftake our duty, if we are ignorant of the nature of that 
being ho is the obje& of it, will not be doubted by thofe 
who have obferved, that we muft believe a man to be our 
parent or heneOcter, before. we: can be fenfible that we 
owe him the duty of gratitude or filial affection. And 
that men’s notions of all the objects of duty, of their 
Creator, their fellow men, and themfelves, are liable to be - 
perverted, and in every country unenlightened by revela- ” 
tion, have been perverted by the weaknefs of the human 
underftanding, by the force of prejudice and paffion, by 
vice, by inattention, by fuperttition, the hiftory of man- 
kind proves to be a melancholy, but inconteftible truth. 
~*Phis being granted, it will follow, that a revelation, 
hich rectifies and afcertains men’s notions of the feveral 
objects of duty, by explaining the nature of God, and of 
man, and by informing their confciences, with refpeci to 
particular duties, mult be highly important and beneficial, 
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and muft even be neceflary to the attainment of that de- 
gree of happinefs and virtue, whereof human nature ap- 
pears to be fufceptible, and for which therefore we may 
prefume that man was made. 

Secondly, The chara@er of the Spree Being; and 
the nature and deftination of man, muft be very imper- 
fe&tly known to thofe who have received no pofitive in- 
formation concerning the reality of a future ftate, and its 
connexion with the prefent. Now this is a point in which 
all the evidences colle&ted by human reafon, while unaided 
by divine light, amount to nothing higher than probable 
conjeCture.* But that better evidences, in fo interefting a 
matter, muft be a defirable thing, will be acknowledged by 
allmen, unlefs they be men who believe that a future flate 
is an abfolute impoffibility. Revelation therefore feems to 
be neceffary to give fuch evidence of another life, and fuch, 
intelligence concerning it, as may vindicate the divine 
goodnefs and wifdom, with refpe& ‘to the conftitution of 
the prefent ; and fuch as may alfo prove a comfort to 
good men, and a reftraint on the paffions ‘of the wicked, 
and fuch, moreover, as may ferve for a folemn intimation 


* “ Before our Saviour’s time,” fays Mr. Locke, “the doctrine of 
a future ftate, though fome pagans, by tradition, had obtained con- 
ceptions of it, was not clearly known in the world ; no nation pub~ 
licly profeffed it, and it was no where made an article of faith, and 
principle of religion ; of Jefus Chrift, therefore, it may be truly faid, 
that he brought life and immortality to light; and he not only taught 
he do@rine of the foul’s immortality, but has given us an unguet- 
tionable affurance of it, by raifing the dead, and alfo by his own ref- 
utreStion and afcenfion into heaven.” 


See Locke’s Works, Vol. 1f 
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to all men, that their behaviour in this {tate of trial, is to 
them a matter of infinite importance. That this laft con- 
fideration ftrengtheneth morality, or promotes at leaft the 
peace of fociety, and confequeatly the happimefs of man- 
kind, feems to be admitted by the enemies, as well as-the. 
friends of religion. Elfe how can we account for the 
favourite maxim of the infidel, that religion was contrived, 
and is patronifed by politicians, in order to overawe the 
world, and make the paffions of men more manageable ? 
Thirdly, Revelation is farther neceflary to explain on 
_ what terms we may hope for pardon, confiftently with the 
perfetions of divine juftice. Of the neceffity of expiation 
for guilt, all mankind feem to have had an idea, as appears 
from the antient ufe of facrifices. But from the multi- 
tude of the pagan expiatory rites, from the abfurdity of 
all, and the impiety of many of them; and efpecially 
from the circumftance of ‘their confulting oracles on the 
fubje& of atonement, we may warrantably infer, not only 
their ignorance of duty in this particular, but alfo from their 
cenforioufnefs of that ignorance. And fome of their belt © 
philofophers in the Socratic {chool, feemed to think, that 
till God fhould be pleafed to reveal his will, in an extraor- 
dinary manner, it would be impoffible for man to know 
what religious fervice would be moft acceptable to him. 
To thofe who were fo wife and fo candid, as to think and 
fpeak in this manner, may we not prefume, that the chrif- 
tian doétrine of repentance and faith, if they had rightly. 
underftood it, and if they had known its evidence, would 
have been a welcome difcovery.. 

To our infidels, indeed it is not welcome; for they fay 
they have no need of it, being, it fecms, fully fatisfied, that 
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however ignorant Socrates might confefs himfelf to be, 
they have all the knowledge that man has occafion for. 
And yet, if it had not been for this manifeftation of di- 
vine grace and truth, they would probably, at this day, 
have been confulting oracles, offering incenfe to idols, or 
perhaps, like many of our remote forefathers, polluting 
the creation with human facrifices. Certain it is, that in 
thefe things no material reformation was ever introduced, _ 
or attempted by the philofophers of o]d. That men 
fhould worfhip the gods, and perform the facrifices and 

other rites, as by the law eftablifhed, was the dorine not 

of Pythagoras and Epictetus only, but of Cicero, a wifer 

and more learned man, at leaft, than either, and even of 
Socrates himfelf, the wifeft of them all. So that if phi- 

lofophy had been man’s only guide, it is probable, nay it 

is more than probable, that idolatry would at this day’ 
have been his religion. 

Fourthly, Revelation is yet farther neceflary, in order 
to make the whole of human duty not only known, but 
obvious to all capacities. The beft heathen moralifts ac- 
knowledged their ignorance in fome points of duty ; and 
what they knew, they had not power to enforce upon the 
common people, who in antient times were very illiterate, 
having rarely accefs to books, whereof there were then but. 
few in the world. ‘Though they had poffefled much 
power, and been all of the fame mind, which was by no 
means the cafe; and though they had ‘not been moved, 
as moft of them were, by pride, vanity, or the {pint of 
contradiction, to introduce new fyftems, yet their labours 
would have but little effe&, Such arguments as they had 
to offer, the greateft part of mankind could not under. 

U 2 
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fland ; for, in fa&t, the common people, in general, are not 
capable of perceiving the force of arguments, efpecially 
when the reafoning is complex, and relates to matters fo 
remote from fenfe, as the truths of morality and religion. 
“OF this, fome antient lawgivers, as Minos of Crete, and 
Numa of Rome, were fo fenfible, that they thought it 
prudent to afcribe to their inftitutions a divine original, 
pretending they received them from the gods. 

Let not the infidel pretend that human reafon is alone 
fufficient to difcover the whole of man’s duty, and eftab- 
lith in the world, a complete or comfortable fy {tem of nat- 
ural religion. For it is certain, that even in the moft po- 

lite nations, unaffifted reafon never did this, and in the 
opinion of Socrates never could; and of barbarous 
nations, it will not be faid, that their reafon ever made im- 
portant difcoveries of any kind. And it deferves partic- 
ular notice, that what our infidels call natural religion, is, 
in a great meafure, as Rouffeau himfelf acknowledges, de- 
rived from that very fcripture, which they abfurdly and 
wickedly reje&. 1 do not mean that their ideas on this 
‘fubje&, are acquired ‘by an actual perufal of holy writ. 
In this fludy, it is to be feared, that few or none of them, 
ever made great proficiency. Their ideas they derive 
from impreflions made on their minds in infancy and early 
youth, when, together with the humility and care, they 
had, probably what every chriftian muft have, the teacha- 
blenefs of little children. The writings too, and the con- 
yerfation of chriftians, to which in thefe parts of the world 
shey muft fometimes attend, may convey to them principles 
which they admut as rational, though pethaps they might 
be inclined to overlook, if they knew them to be feriptural. 
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If revelation be highly important, it is mof fuitable to 
the wifdom and mercy of God to beftow it; and fome 
perfons, even of the heathens, particularly Socrates,* were 
not without hope, that, fome time or other, it would be 
beftowed. So far was that great man from afferting the 
fufficiency of his knowledge, with refpect either to divine 
' or human things, that though by no means a fceptic, he 

ufed, through excefs of modelty, to fay that he knew 
nothing but his own ignorance. He taught that the 
gods grant extraordinary communications of wifdom to 
thofe to whom they are propitious ; and recommended it 
to his friends to have recourfe to the oracles, and other 
religious rites, in order to obtain from heaven fuch necef- 
fary or ufeful information, ashuman reafor was not of it- 
felf able to fupply.+ Indeed the oracles, divinations, and 
 auguries, fo much attended to by the pagan world, prove, 
as already hinted, their confcioufnefs of their own ignor- 


* Xenophon fays, that Socrates was fo pious as to do nothing with- 
out the advice of the gods ; and if any doubts arofe, his conftant ad- 
vice, in which Cicero followed him, was to go to the oracle for di- 
rection. 


+ Socrates confeffed his doubts and uncertainties, and that he was 
not able to comprehend the determination and judgment of God, with 
refpect to fin ; or how it will efcape the effects of his hatred, who is 
infinitely holy, and of purer eyes than to behold iniquity.» ) He ftill 
continued however to confider God as a merciful being ; and this 
mercy was to him a fource of confidence. “ I doubt not, fays he, 
but God will fend, at a time when his infinite mercy fhall fee fit, a 
man inftructed by himfelf, who fhall reveal to the world this moft 
orem of all myfteries, how he will pardon fin.” 


See Haller’s Letters to his Daughter. 
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ance ; and of the need that men have of {upernatural illu- 


mination. 
Beatties Evidences of the Chriftian Religion.  ~ 








THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


The State of the Pagan World previous to Chrift’s 
Appearance fhows the Neceffity of Revelation. 


AT the time of Chrift’s appearance, the pagan world 
was in an awful ftate of darknefs and vice. 1t will there- 
fore throw fome light on the neceflity mankind were in, 
at this time of great reformation, to attend to the nature 
and praétice of the heathen mythology. A re{peCtable 
author has given an epitome of it, in the following words. 
«The chief oracles among the heathens, appointed hu- 
man facrifices ; that of Delphini, of Dodona, and of Jupi- 
ter Saotes. It was the cuftom of all the Greeks, to fac- 
rifice a man, before they went out to war. It wasa 
cuftom among the Phenecians and Canaanites, for their 
kings in the times of great calamity, to facrifice one of 
their fons, whom they loved beft; and it was common, 
both with the Moabites and Ammonites, to facrifice their 
children.” The Egyptians, the Athenians, and Lacede- 
monians, and generally all the Grecians, Romans, and Car- 
thagenians, the Germans, Gauls, and Britons ; and indeed 
almoft all the heathen nations throughout the world, offer. 
ed human facrifices upon the altars, and this, not on cet- 
tain emergencies, and in imminent dangers only, but con- 
fantly, and in fome places every day ; put, on extraordi- 
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nary accidents, multitudes were facrificed at once to their 
bloody deities. 

Diodorus Siculus, and others relate, that, in Africa, 
two hundred children, of the principal nobility, were fac- 
rificed to Saturn at one time 3and Ariftomenes facrificed 
two hundred men together to Jupiter Ithometes, one of — 
whom was Theopompus, king of the Lacedemonians. 

Let thofe who are inftrumental, with fo much induftry, eo 
to deftroy our holy religion, and bring us back to this 
awful ftate of things, ferioufly reflea on the jutt deferts of 
fo aggravated a crime, and fear the tremendous punifh- 
ment that awaits their abfurd condudt. i 

Suetonius mentions that fome writers affirmed, that 
, Auguilus offered a great numberof enemies, who had fur- 
rendered themfelves, to be flain on the ides of March, in 
devotion to the manes of Julius Cefar. We are informed 
by Pliny, that in the year of the city 558, a decree of the 
fenate paffed, that no man fhould be facrificed, and that, 
till then, fuch facrifices were public. This prohibition 
feemed only to concern the common and frequent ufe of 
them ; for Plutarch fays, “¢ They continued in his time ;” 
and it was not till about the time of Conftantine’s reign, 
that a final ftop was put to fo ftrange and abominable a 
practice. 

Did not this degenerate and cruel ftate of things loud- 
ly call for a fpeedy and effeGtual remedy? ‘The Jews, as 
a people, had loft every fenfe of the fpirituality of their 
divine religion, and had fettled down into mere form and 
hypocrify. Their example no longer edified and inftruct. 
ed the neighbouring nations, to forfake their vain idols, 
and turn to the living God. Among the heathens, their 
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diabolical facrifices, with other impure practices, made up 
fo great a part of their worfhip, and were become fo ha- 
bitual and fafhionable, that arguments and reafonings, 
drawn from the nature of God, and the proof of his per- 
fe&tions, in the works of creation and providence, had_loft 
all their conviGtive force andenergy. In this gloom of 
_ more than midnight darknefs, the fun of righteoufnefs 
arofe on a benighted world with meridian {plendour. 
Boudinot’s Age of Infidelity. 


te ees 
THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 


1¥ there were any innate ideas, any moral fenfe, and 

_ original truths impreffed on the minds of men, we fhould, 

-™moft probably, find them genuine and unfophifticated 

“among remote and undifejplined favage tribes. But of 

this we meet with no inflance. Have then thefe ideas 

been effaced? Certainly not; for they could not lofe 

- what they never poffeffed. We are told that they are in- - 

capacitated to receive religious inftruétion, until they fhall 

be humanized, and, by gradual civilization, be prepared 

for the reception of facred truths. — 

If this be the ftate of fome parts of the world at this 
day, and if this intelleGtual darknefs was antiently ftill 
more prevalent, and attended: with the moft horrid and 
flagitious practices, it clearly fhows the neceffity of revela- 
tion, for the benefit of mankind. 


Bryant on the Truth of Chriftianity. 
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SECTION. Il. 


On Miracles. 


To fix the certainty of revelation, and 
eftablifh religion upon a fure foundation, it has pleafed 
God to give it two kinds of proof, which were at the fame 
time fuited to the capacities of the moft fimple, and fupe- 
riour to the fubtilties of the incredulous ; which vifibly 
bore the chara&ter of Omnipotence ; and which neither 
all the endeavours of man, or cunning of devils, were able 
to imitate. 3: 2 

Thefe two forts of proof confift in miracles and proph- 
ecies. 

The miracles are plain, public, notorious, expofed to 
the eye of all the world, infinitely multiplied and diverfi- 
fied, long foretold and expected, and continuing fora 
long feries of days, and fometimes of years. They are 
evident fa&ts, memorable events, of which the dulleft un- 
derftanding could not but be fenfible, whereof the whole 
people were not only fpectators and witneffes, but them- 
felvesthe matter and objeé&t ; they reap the advantages of 
them, and perceive the effeéts, and have their own happi- 
nefs or mifery dependant onthem. ‘The family of Noah 
could not forget the deftruction of the whole world by 
the deluge, after the continued menaces of an age, nor the 
miraculous manner in which they alone were preferved 
in the ark. The fire which came down from‘heaven up- 
on the unrighteous cities ; the whole kingdom of Egypt, 
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punifhed at different times, by ten terrible plagues ; the 
fea opening a paffage to the Ifraelites, and clofing to over- 
whelm Pharaoh and his army ; the people of Ifrael fed: 
with manna for forty years, and drinking of the brooks, 
which flowed out of the ftony rocks, covered with a cloud 
from the heat of the day, and enlightened by night, with 
a pillar of fire, their clothes and their fhoes not worn out 
in the courfe of fo long a journey; the ftreams of Jordan © 
forgetting to flow, and the fun ftanding ftill, to fecure the 
. victory ; an army of hornets marching before the people 
of God, to drive the Canaanites from their poffeffions ; the 
clouds, at feveral times, converted into a fhower of hail 
ftones, to overthrow the enemy; the nations in league 
againft Ifrael, difperfed by a vain terrour, or exterminated 
by a mutual flaughter, in turning their arms againft one 
‘another ; an hundred four fcore and five thoufand ftruck 
_ with thunder in one night, under the wall of Jerufalem ; 
all thefe prodigies, and a thoufand others of a like nature, 
whereof feveral were attefted by folemn fa&ts, eftablifhed 
on purpofe to perpetuate their memory, and by facred 
fongs, which were in the mouths of all the Ifraelites, 
could not be unknown to the moft ftupid, nor called in 

quettion by the mot incredulous. 
: ‘Rollin’s Belles Lettres. | 





THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


THE late celebrated Dr. Johnfon defines a miracle to 
be a fact above human and. natural power, performed in 
atteftation of fome truth. 
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This great man obferves, that although God has made 


_ nature to operate by certain fixed laws, yet itds not un- 


reafonable to think he may fufpend thofe laws, in order 
to eftablifh a fyftem highly advantageous te mankind. 
Now the chriftian religion is a moft beneficial fyftem, as 
it gives us light and certainty, where we were before in 
darknefs and doubt. The miracles, which prove it, are” 
attefted by men who had no intereft in deceiving us ; but 
who, on the contrary, were told that they fhould fuffer per- 
fecution, and did a€tually lay down their lives, in confir- 


mation of the truth of the facts, which they afferted. ie 


deed, for fome centuries, the heathens did not pretend to 
deny the miracles ; but faid tHe. were a by the 
aid of evil fpirits. 

This is a circumftance of great weight. Then when 
we take the proofs derived from prophecies, which have 
been fo exaétly fulfilled, we have moft fatisfatory evi- 
dence. Suppofing a miracle poflible, as to which, in my 
opinion, there can be no doubt, we have as ftrong evi- 
dence for the miracles in fupport of chriftianity as the 
nature of the thing admits. 


Bofwell’s Life of Fohnfon. 





THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


MIRACLES being a very important part of revela- 
tion, it is proper to confider that fubject. And firft, one 


~ would wonder that ever it fhould have occurred to any 


perfon, that the proof from miracles is a weak or fufpi- 
cious one, fuppofing the miracles to be really fuch, and 
Ww 
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nothing inconfiftent in the dotrine they are brought in 
proof of. For nothing feems more reafonable to expe&, 
than that, if the author of nature fhould choofe to be like- 


wife author of revelation, he fhould fhow his conéern in the 


eitablifhment or promulgation of fuch revelation, by ex- 
erting that power over nature, which we know he is pof- 


_ fefled of, and for which we believe and adore him as the 


author of nature. Can any thing be more reafonable to 
expect, than that he who firft breathed into man the 
breath of life, fhould, in order to afflure mankind, that a 
particular meflage comes from him, give power to thofe 
he employs in carrying fuch meffage, to reftore life to the 
dead ; or that he who, made the elements of the natural 
world, fhould authenticate his revealed laws, by giving 
x thofe whom he employs in promulgating them, a pow- 
er over nature, a command of the elements of air and 
water, fo that winds may ceafe to rage, and waves to roll, 
at their word? There: 1s, mindecd, all the reafon in the 
world to believe, that thefe very objeGtors againft the 
power of miracles, as a proof of a revelation coming from 
God, would have found fault with chriftianity, had there 
been no account of miracles in {cripture, as deficient in 
one very flrong and convinemy evidence of a divine 


original. 


Burgh’s Dignity of Human Nae 











THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 


CHRIST having performed his miracles openly, and 
before fo many witnefles, it is not found that the matter 
af fact was ever queftioned by euy, who lived in that age ; 
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on the contrary, we fee it was acknowledged by his moft 
vigilant enemies, the pharifees. They did not deny the 
miracles, but they afcribed it to the aid of the prince of the 
devils. So weaka fubterfuge againft the evidence of their 
“own fenfes, probably fatisfied neither themfelves nor oth- 
ers, if it had the accufation of forcery, being capital by 
their law, and alfo by that of the Romans, would have 


been heard of when they were fo much engaged to feck : 


for crimes, wherewith to charge him on his trial. If any 
man fhould objeé, that this is arguing out of the gofpels, 
in favour of the gofpels, 1 contend that this matter of 
fa&t does not reft folely on the gofpel evidence, but alfo 
on collateral, hiftoric proof ; for this very argument of 
‘the pharifees, and this only, is made ufe of by the Jews,, 
whom Celfus brings in arguing againft the chrifian re- 
ligion; and thefe Jews, on this very account, rank Chrilt 
with Pythagoras; and I challenge the cavillers againft 
Chrift’s miracles, either to controvert what is thus afferted, 
or to produce any other argument of Jewifh origin, x. 
cept that afcribed to the See e by the gofpel, either 
from ir or any other writer. \ 
~Cumberlane’s Obferver. 








THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 
On the Benevolent Nature of Chrift’s Miracles. 


THE nature of the miracles, which Chrift was to 
perform, had been foretold. His prodigies were not 
to be of that marvellous kind, which would only ferve 
to gratify vanity. He caufed neither mountains nor tem- 


t 
} 
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ples to be removed from their places. They were neither 
acts of feverity nor punifhment. His miracles were with- 
out oftentation, and benevolent in their effects ; fuch as 
Ifaiah had predifted for feveral ages paft. Maladies, be- 
fore incurable, difappeared at his command ; the eyes of 
the blind were opened ; the lame walked; children, de- 
“prived of life, were reftored to their difconfolate parents. 
His difciples, when angry, breathed nothing but revenge ; 
but he would not, at their folicitation, call down fire 
from heaven upon a town, whofe inhabitants had treated 
~ him with contempt. The pharifees and fadducees, who 
were profeffed enemies to every religion, experienced not. 
the avenging power of him, whom they had blafphemed. 
Thefe miracles were a proof of his modelty, as well as his 
* humanity. He required no recompence for the favours 
he had conferred ; he would fearcely permit thofe perfons, 
whom he had relieved from, diftrefs, to offer him the mer- 
ited tribute of thankfgiving. He refufed to hear himfelf 
praifed, by thofe whom he had miraculoufly delivered 
from their infirmities ; and when the people were defirous 
to proclaitn him their king, he prevented them by a {peedy 
retreat, 
Ftaller’s Letters. 


$ 
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The Evidence for the Truth of Chriftianity, 
arifing from Prophecy, and its Fulfilment. — 


One of the ftrongeft proofs of the truth __ 
of the chriftian religion, arifes from the feries of prophe- 
cies preferved in the Old and New Teftament. And we- 
find, that ** No argument made a ftronger impreflion on the 
minds of the learned pagan converts of the three firit centu- 
ries, than the predictions relating to our Saviour, in thofe ; 
old prophetic writings, which were depofited among the 
hands of the greateft enemies of chriftianity, and owned 
by them to have been extant many ages before his appear- 
ance. The learned heathen converts were aftonifhed, to 
fee the whole hiftory of their Saviour’s life publifhed be- 
fore he was born, and to find that the evangelifts and 
prophets, in their accounts of the Mefliah, differed only 
in point of time, the one foretelling what fhould happen 
to him, and the other defcribing thefe very particulars, as 
what had a€tually happened. ‘This our Saviour himfelf 
was pleafed to make ufe of, as the ftrongeft argument of 
his being the promifed Meffiah, and without it, would 
hardly have reconciled his difciples to the ignominy of his 
death, as in that remarkable paffage, which mentions his 
converfation with the two difciples, on the day of his ref- 
urreGtion. St. Luke xxiv. 13, to the end. 

The argument for the truth of chriftianity, which is de- 
rived from prophecy, is a progreflive and accumulated ev- 
5 W 2 
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idence, which fhines with increafing luftre, as time advan- 
ces in its courfe, and colleés ftrength from each fucceed- 
ingage. The following extraéts on this important fub- 
jet, are fele€ted from writers eminently diftinguifhed for 
genius and learning.* 

If the legiflator of nature, not fatisfied with employing 
the language of figns,} which fpoke chiefly to the fenfes, 
had alfo foretold, at fundry times and in diverfe manners, 
the miffion of his delegate, this would furely be a new 
and ftriking proof of the truth of that miffion. 

This proof would ftrike me much more, if by a particu. 
lar difpenfation of fupreme wifdom, the oracles of which 
Tam fpeaking, had been committed to the care of the 
very adverfaries of the delegate, and his difciples ; and if 
thefe firft and moft obftinate adverfaries had conftantly 
profeffed to apply eG mee to that divine a mcicaget, 
who was to come. 

I therefore open the Old Telament: which to this day 
is held forth as authentic and divine, by the defcendants, 
in a dire¢t line, of thofe very men, who have crucified the - 
Meflenger of Heaven, and perfecuted his minifters and 
firft difeiples. 1 perufe this book, and meet with a paf- 
{age in it,{ which excites in me the greateft aftonifhment ; 
{ think I am reading an anticipated and circumftantial hif- 
tory of Chrift ; I difcover all the features of his charaCter, 


* See Addifon’s Evidences. + Miracles. 


+ Maiah lin —This prophet was of the royal race, and the firft of 
the great prophets ; he prophecied about feyen centuries before the 
. chriftian era. Tt has been faid, and with reafon, of this prophet, that 
he was in fome fort a #/th evangesift. 
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and the principal particulars of his life ; ina word, I think. 
I am reading the very evidence of the witneffes themfelves. 

I cannot withdraw my attention from this {urprifing 
portrait ; what features ! what colouring ! what agreement 
with facts ! how juft, how natural are the emblems! em- 
blems, did I fay ? Isit not the emblematical portrait ofa 
very diftant futurity ? It is a faithful reprefentation of 
' fomething prefent, and that which is not yet in being, is 

painted as if it were. See Ifaiah liu.* 

He who defcribed thus to future ages the day fpring 
from on high, could he alfo proclaim the time of its rifing 2 
I can fearcely give credit to my fenfes, when [ read, m 
another part of the fame book, that admirable predition, 
which almoft feems a chronology, compofed after the 
event. See Daniel ix. Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finifh the tranfgreffion, 
and to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for in- 
iguity, and to bring in everlafting righteoufnefs, and to feal up 
the vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the moft holy. See alfo 
25,26, and 27th verfes.+ 

1 know that thefe weeks of the prophecy are weeks of 
years, each of feven years. The infpired writer is there- 
fore {peaking of an event, which was not to take place till 
490 years afterwards, 

By hiftory, I am informed of the time of the coming of 
that Chrift, which the prophecy foretells. I therefore go 


* The reader is defired attentively to perufe this chapter, 

f Daniel was the laft of the four great prophets, and was born 
616 years before Chrift ; he was led captive to Babylon towards 606, 
and inftructed ia all the fciences of the Chaldeans ; he was raifed to- 
wards the firft dignitics of the empire, and digd towards the end of 
the reign of Cyrus, aged 90, 
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back from this Chrift, as far as 490 years; for the event 
will be the moft faithful interpreter of the prophecy. . 

I therefore arrive at the reign of Artaxerxes, L. M.* 
from whom came the laft edi& for the reeftablifhment of 
the nation, held captive within the dominions of that 
prince; and it is from the hands of that very nation itfelf, 
that I receive this predi€tion, which is the moft powerful 
proof and conviction of their incredulity. 

Shall I doubt the authenticity of writings, which con- 
tain fuch predictions as thefe? But the nation to whofe 
care they have been conftantly committed, has never en- 
tertained the {mallet doubt on that head. What then 

fhall I oppofe to fo antient, fo conftant, fo formal a telti- 
mony ? I cannot imagine this nation to have fabricated 
thefe writings ; how abfurd would fuch a fuppofition be! 
Would not the prophecies themfelves confute it ? Would 
it not further be contradifted by fo many paflages, which 
load that nation with igNominy, and the ftrongeft re- 
proaches for its diforders and crimes ? That nation there- 
fore has neither counterfeited, altered, nor fupprefled any 
thing, fince it has preferved thefe records, fo humiliating _ 
to itfelf, and fo favourable to the great fociety of which 
Chrift was the founder. 


Bonnet?s Philofophical Inquiries concerning Chriftianity. 


* "Towards the twentieth year of his reign, according to fome chro- 
nologifts, and the feventh, according to Prideaux. ‘This cclebrated 
writer has fhown, that if the feventy weeks are calculated with be- . 
ginning with the feventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes L. M. or 
dated from the edict of that prince, granted to Efdras, the feventy 


weeks, or 490 years, are found month by month, from that edid, until 
the death of Chrift, 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 249 


THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


THE prophecies delivered in the feriptures prove the 
divine authority of the {criptures, even previoufly to the 
confideration of the genuinenefs of thefe prophecies, but | 
much more, if that be allowed. 

In order to evince this propofition, [ will diftinguith the 
prophecies into four kinds, and fhew in what manner it 
holds in refpe& of each kind. 

There are then contained in the feriptures, 

Firft, Prophecies that relate to the ftate of the nations 
which bordered upon the land of Canaan. 

- Secondh, 7 Thofe that relate to the political tate of the 
Hraelites and Jews in all ages. 

Thirdly, The types and prophecies that relate to the 
office, time of appearance, birth, life, death, refurrection, 
and afcenfion of the promifed Mefhiah, or Chrift. 

Fourthly, The prophecies that relate to the ftate of the 
chriftian church, efpecially in the latter times, and to the © 


fecond coming of Chrift. 

I begin with the prophecies of the firft kind, or thofe 
which relate to the ftate of Amalek, Edom, Moab, 
Ammon, Tyre, Syria, Egypt, Nineveh, Babylon, and the 
four great fucceffive empires, of the Babylonians, Perfians, 
Greeks, and Romans. Now here I obferve, Fir/?, That 
if we admit both the genuinenefs of thefe prophecies, and 
the truth of the common hiftory of the feriptures, the 
very remarkable coincidence of the facts with the prophes 
cies, will put their divine authority out of all doubt ; as ° 
1 fuppofe every reader will acknowledge, upon recollect- 
ing the many particular prophecies of this kind, with their 
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accomplifhment, which occur in the Old Teftament. Secs 
ondly, If we allow only the genuinenefs of thefe prophe- 
cies, fo great a part of them may be verified by the re- 
mains of antient pagan hiftory, as to eftablifh the divine 
authority of that part. Thus if Daniel’s prophecies of 
the image and four beafts, were written by him in the time 
of the Babylonian empire ; if the prophecies concerning 
the fall of Neneveh, Babylon, Tyre, &c. be genuine, pro- 
fane hiftory will fhow, that more than human forefight 
was concerned in the delivery of them. Thirdly, That 
fuch of thefe prophetic events, as remain to this day, or 
were evidently pofterior to the delivery of the prophe- 
cies, prove their divine authority, even antecedently to the 
eonfideration of their genuinenefs, as is affirmed in the 
former part of this propofition. Of this kind are the per- 
petual flavery of Egypt ; the perpetual defolation of Tyre, , 
and Babylon ; the wild, unconquered ftate of the Ith. 
maclites ; the great power and ftrength of the Roman em- 
pire, beyond thofe of the three foregoing empires ; its di- 
vilion into ten kingdoms ; its not being fubdued by any 
other, as the three foregoing were ; the rife of the Ma- 
_hometan religion, and Saracenic empire ; the limited con- 
tinuance of this empire ; and the rife and progrefs of the 
empire of the Turks. To thefe we may add, the tranf- 
actions that paffed between the contemporary kingdoms of 
Syria and Egypt, prophecied of in the eleventh chapter 
of Daniel ; for fince thefe prophecies reach down to the 
times of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the beginning fubjec- 
tion of thefe kingdoms to the Roman power, they cannot 
but have been delivered prior to the events, as may appear, 
both from the confideration of the feptuagint tranflation 


i 
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of the book of Daniel, and the extin&tion of the biblical 
Hebrew, as a living language before that time 3 even 
though the book of Daniel fhould not be confidered as 
genuine, for which fufpicion there is however no founda- 
tion. Lafly, We may remark, that thefe, and indeed all 
the other prophecies, have the fame marks of genuinenefs, 
as the reft of the {criptures, or as any other books ; that 
they cannot be feparated from the context without the ut. 
moft violence, fo that if this be allowed to be genuine, 
thofe muft be alfo ; that hiflory and chronology were in 
fo uncertain ‘a ftate, in antient times, that the prophecies 
concerning foreign countries could not have been adapted — 





to the facts, even after they had happened, with, fomuch 


_ exaGinefs, as modern inquirers: have fhown the {cripture 
prophecies to be, by a learned nation, and much lefs by the 
Jews, who were remarkably ignorant of what paffed in 
foreign countries. 

I proceed, in the fecond place, to fhow how the proph- 
ecies, that relate to the political ftate of the Jews, prove 
the divine authority of the feriptures. And here, pafling 
by many prophecies of inferiour note, and of a fubordinate 
nature, we may confine ourfelves to the promife or proph- 
ecy of the land of Canaan, given to Abraham, Laac, and 
Jacob, to the prophecies concerning the captivity of the 
ten tribes,and the Babylonifh captivity of the two tribes, 
with their return after feventy years; and to thofe con- 
cerning the much greater captivity and defolation, pre- 
dicted to fall upon this chofen people in the 28th chapter 
of Deuteronomy, in various places of the prophecies, and 
by Chrift and his apoftles, inthe New Teftament.. There 
was no natural probability, at the time when thefe proph- 
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ecies were delivered, that any of thefe events fhould hap- 
pen in the manner in which they were predicted, and 
~ have accordingly happened, but in fome, the utmoft im- 
probability ; fo that it muft appear to every candid, intel- 
ligent inquirer, that nothing fefs than fupernataral knowl- 

- edge could have enabled thofe, who delivered thefe predic- 
tions, to make them. The divine authority therefore 
of the books, which contain thefe predi€tions, is unquel- 
tionable, provided we allow them to be genuine. 

_- Now, befides the forementioned evidences of this, thefe 
© proplidcies have fome peculiar ones attendingthem. Thus 
the mere departure of the Ifraelites out of Egypt, in order 
to go to the land of Canaan, their burying Jacob in Ca- 
naan, and carrying Jofeph’s bones with them, plainly im- 
ply, that the promife of this land had been given to their 

“ anceftors. Thus, alfo, the prophecies relating to the cap- 
tivities of Ifrael and Judah, and to their reftorations, — 
make fo large a part of tle old prophets, that, if they be 
not genuine, the whole books muft be forged ; and the 
genuinenefs of thofe in the New Teftament cannot but be 
allowed by all. 

I come now, in the third place, to {peak of the types 
and prophecies, which relate to Chrift, the time of his ap- 
pearance, his offices, birth, life, death, refurre@ion, and 
afcenfion. Many of thefe are applied by him to himfelf, 
and by the authors of the books of the New Teftament ; 
but there are alfo many others, whofe difcovery and ap- 
plication are left to the fagacity and induftry of chriftians 
in all ages. This feems to be a field of great extent, and 
the evidence arifing from it, of an incréafmg nature. It 
is probable, that the chriftians of the fir ages were ac- 
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quainted with fo many more circumftances, relating tothe 


life, death, &c. of Chrift, as, on this account, to be able 
to apply a larger number of types and prophecies to him. 


than we can. But then this may perhaps be compenfated 
to us, by the daily opening of the feriptures, and our grow. 
ing knowledge in the typical and prophetical nature of 


them. What is already difcovered of this kind, feems no 
way poffible to ‘be accounted for, but from the fuppofi- 


tion, that God by his power and foreknowledge, fo orders 
ed the actions, hiftory, ceremonies, &c. of the patriarchs 


and Jews, and the language of the prophets, as to make 
them correfpond with Chrift, his offiees, actions, and fuffer- 


stan 





ings. 1f any one doubts of this, let him attempt to apply mle 


_ the types and prophecies to any other perfon. I will jo 


mention four claffes, into which thefe types and prophe- 
cies may be diftinguifhed, and under each of thefe, a few 
remarkable inftances. There are then, 4 

Firft, Prophecies which evidently relate to Chrift, and 
either to him alone, or to others in an inferiour degree on- 
ly. Such as that of Jacob concerning Shiloh, of Mofes 
concerning a great prophet and lawgiver that fhould come 
after him, of Ifaiah, in his fifty fecond and fifty third 
chapters, of Daniel concerning the Meffiah, many, in al- 
moft all the prophets, concerning a great prince, a prince 
ef the houfe of David, &c. who fhould make a new cove- 
nant with his people, &c. &c. 

Secondly, ‘Typical circumftances in the lives of eminent 
perfons, as of Ifaac, Jofeph, Jofhua, David, Solomon, 
Jonah, and in the common hiftory of the Jewifh people, 
as being called out of Egypt. 

Thirdly, Typical ceremonies in the Jewifh worfhip, 
as their facrifices in general, thofe of the paflover and day 

ok 
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of expiation in particular, &c. To this head we may alfo - 
refer the typical nature of the high priefthood, and of the 
offices of king, prieft, and prophet, among the Jews, &c. 

Fourthly, The apparently incidental mention of : many 
circumftances in thefe things, which yet agree fo exadlly, 
and in a way fo much above chance, with Chrift, as to 
make it evident, that'they were originally intended to be 
ste ° him. The not prem: a bone of the Pateal ga 


lots upon the vefture Se David; of ieee ere sie ‘vin= 


. egar$ of looking on him whom they had pierced ; of the 


third day, upon numerous occalions, &c. are circumftances 


OF this kind. ny 


Now, thefe types and propicces afford ac he (Sine a 
evidence, whether we confider the books of the Old Tef- “« 
tament as genuine or no. For no one calls in queftion 
their being extant, as we now have them, {mall, -immate- 


_ rial variations excepted, before the time of Chrift’s appear- _ F 
ance. Many of them do indeed require the common hif- 


tory of the New Teftament to be allowed as true. But 
there are fome, thofe for inftance, which relate to the — 


humiliation and death of Chrift, and the fpiritualicy of his 


office, the proofs of whofe accomplifhment are {ufficiently ? 
evident to the whole world, even independently of this. 
‘The fourth branch of the prophetical evidences, are 
thofe which relate to the chriftian church. Here the 
three followin g particulars deferve attentive confideration. 
Firft, The predi€tions concerning a new and pure re- 


ligion, which was to be fet up by the coming of the prom- ~ 


ifed Meffiah. 
Secondly, A great and general corruption of this relig- 


. don, which was to follow in after times. 





pa 
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Thirdly, The recovery of the chriftian church from 
: this corruption, by great tribulations ; and the final eftab- 
lifhment of true and pure religion, called, The kingdom of 
righteou/ne/s, of the faints, the new Ferufalem, Sc. 
‘Phe predi@ions of the firft and third kinds, abound ev- 
ery where in the old prophets, in the difcourfes of Chrift, 
and in the writings of the apottles. Thofe of the fecond 
kind are chiefly remarkable in Daniel, the Revelations, and 


the Epiftles of St. Paul, St. Peter, St. John, and St. Jude. 
In how furprifing a manner the events of the firft and 2 
fecond kind have anf{wered to the predictions, cannot be 2 Fe 


; unknown to any inquifitive, ferious perfon, in any chriftian 








country. At the fame time, it is evident, that the pre ae 
dictions of thefe things could have no foundation i in prob- 
able conje@tures when they were given. The events of 
the third clafs have not yet received their accomplifhment, 

but there have been for fome centuries paft, and are ftill, 

perpetual advances and preparations made for them; and 

it now feems unreafonable to doubt of the natural proba- 

bility of their accomplifhment, unlefs we doubt, at the 

fame time, of the truth of the religion itfelf. If it be 

true, it muft, upon more diligent and impartial examina- 

tion, both purify itfelf, and overcome all oppofition. 

It is remarkably agreeable to the tenour of Providence 
in other things, that that accomplifhment of prophecy, 
which will hereafter evidence the truth of the chriftian 
religion i in the moft illuftrious manner, fliould be effected 
by. prefent evidences of a lefs iluftrious nature, 

Toet me add here, that many of the Pfalms are peculiar- 
ly applicable to the reftoration and convertion of the Jews, 
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and to the pial prevalence and eftablifhment of the chrif- 
tian church, i. e. to the events of the third clafs. 
Hartley on the Truth of the Ree Be 





THE 2 SUBIECT CONTINUED. 
: The E vidences of Fe cfuus Chrip from! tbe Prophecies, Sy 


er HE: - noble evidences of our. Lord are de rprophe: : 
fe cies, which preceded him. And, accordingly, it has pleaf- 








. ed God to exercife a peculiar care in this behalf ; for the — 


full accomplifhment of them being a perpetual miracle, 
which reacheth: from the beginning to the end of the 
eburch. Sixteen hundred years together, God raifed up — 


© a facceffion of prophets ; and, during the {pace of four 


hundred years: after, -he ‘difperfed thefe prophecies, to- ; 
gether with the Jews. that kept them, throughall regions —~ 


of the world. See the wonderful” preparation to our 
Lord’s appearance. As his gofpel was to be embraced 


‘and believed by all nations, there was a neceflity not only at 


of prophecies to gain it this belief, but likewife of diffu- 
fing thefe prophecies to the fame extent of human race. 

Suppofing one fingle man to have left a book of pre- 
dictions concerning, Jefus Chrift, as to the time and man- 
ner of his coming ; and fuppofing him to have come 
agreeably to thefe predictions, the arguments would be of 
almoft infinite foree. Yet here the evidence is ftronger, — 
beyond all comparifon. A fucceffion of men, for the 
fpace of four thoufand years, follow one another, without 
interruption or variation, in foretelling the fame great ~ 


ered. 
Se 
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event. A whole people are the harbingers of the great 
* Meffias ; -and fuch a people-as fubfifted four thoufand’ 
years, to teltify, i ina general: body, their affured hope and: 
-expeétation, from which no feverity of threats or. perfecus 
~ tion could ph them 1 to depart. This i is a cafe which - 
challengeth,. in a far 1 5 






tranfcendent ok ‘our affent - 
and wonder. ; 






fate oF the ieee F ee the condition of the heathen world 
by the comparifon between thétwo temples ; and evel 
the precife number of years which fhould interven 
The prophets have alfo.. given various’ marks 
Meffias who was.to come ; it feemed neeee ey, that u fe 
_ marks fhould all concur at-the fame period.’ Thus i it was 
neceflary that the fourth monarchy fhould be eftablihed © 
ere the expiration of Danicl’s feventy . weeks, thatthe . 
{ceptre fhould then depart from Judah, and that the Mef- 
fias fhould then immediately appear.’ In purfuit of which 
predi&tions, our. Lord appeared at this juncture, and dem- 
onftrated his .claim ee as ftyle and charaéter.of the 
Mefhias. :- . 

The- Jews, in. eae to an Sele Chrift, whom they 
believed not to be the Meflias, gave him. the final mark 
and affurance of the-Meffiah’s character.» The more they 
perfifted in denying him, they {till became the more infalli- 
ble witneffes of the truth ; for to difown and to flay him, 
was but to join their own teftimony to that of the prophee - 
cies, which they fulfilled. ' 

’ The prefent condition of the Jews is a fingular confir- 
mation of our faith. It is ‘aftonifhing to fee this people, . ; 


during fo vaft a courfe of years, never extinguithed, and... 
a, x 2 


258 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


yet ever miferable, as having been his crucifiers. And 
though to fubfift, and to be miferable, are contrarieties 
ungrateful to nature, yet they fail not to maintain their 
fubfiftence, under all the power of their mifery. : 
Pafcal’s Thoughts on Religion. 
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2 SECTION 1. 


The Refurrection of Chrift evinces the certain. 
y of Revealed Religion. 


‘Gurerr WEST, Efqe i in a Hie Obfervas 





tions on nthe Hiftory and Refurre@ion of Jéfus Chrift, by: eae 
comparing the feveral parts of the hiftory, has madé it to : 
appear, that the women came at different times to the fep- 
ulchre, and in different companies ; that there were feveral es 


- diftiné: appearances of angels, of which he reckons three, _ 
befides that to the Roman foldiers, viz. to the other Mary 
and Salome ; to Mary Magdalene, to Joanna, and others 
with her ; that thefe feveral fais were reported to the 
apoftles at different times, and by different perfons ; that 
there were two diftin@ appearances of Chrift to the wom- 
en ; one of which was to Mary Magdalene alone ; the 
other to the other Mary and Salome ; that to St. Peter 
was twice at the fepulchre ; once with John, after the firft 
report to Mary Magdalene, concerning the body’s not 
being found in the fepulchre’; the fecond time after the 
report made to Joanna, and the women with her; of the 
appearance of the angels to them. ‘This learned author 
obferves, that chriftian writers, dazzled by a few points of 
refemblance, have confounded thefe different fa&ts, and 
thereby given great advantage to «he infidel. Whereas 
the fa&ts being rightly diftinguifhed, all the objections 
againit this part of the gofpel hiftory, as contradi¢tory and 
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inconfiftent, entirely vanifh; and it appeareth that the-. 
evangelifts, inftead of clafhing and. difagreeing, mutually. 
confirm, illuftrate, and fupport each other’s evidence. | 

Mr. Weft hath made excellent and judicious reflections, . 

upon the feveral incidents i in the hiftory of the refurreGtion, 
and upon the order i in which they happened, and i in which . 
the feveral proofs of the. refurrection were laid before the. 
apoftles. He fhews that the difcovery of it, which was - 
made to them, was wifely ordered to be gradual ; 3 and: 
that, as they were to be the chofen witneffes of ‘the refurs 
reCtion of Jefus, there was a: great propriety in the fever= 
al fteps that.were taken, to give the higheft conviétion of 
it. There is a train of witnefles, a fucceffion of miracu- ~ 
lous events, mutually ftrengthening, and. iluftrating each 
~ other, equally and jointly concurring. to prove the fame 
fa&t. And, whereas their doubting. and unbelief, {poken. 
of by the. -evangelitts, feems principally. to have ‘confifted. 
in this, that though. they*might believe that Chrift had 
appeared to thofe, who declared they had feen him, yet 
they might not believe that he had appeared to them with - 
a real body ; therefore, in condefcenfion to their infirmity, 
he gave them the fulleft evidence of the reality of his bod- 
ily appearance. 

The proofs of Chrift’s refurreGtion laid before the apof- 
tles, are digefted by Mr. Weft, under four heads. Fir/,. 
The teftimony of thofe, who had feen him after he was 
rifen. Secondly, The evidence of their own fenfes.. Third~ 
ly, The accomplifhment of the words. he had fpoken to 
them, while he was yet with them. Fourthly, The fulfll= 
ing of the things which were written in the law of Mofes, 

_in the prophets, and in the Pfalms, concerning him ; 3 of 
which he has given a judicious fummary. 
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~Upon recapitulating feveral particulars, which conftitute 
the evidence of our Saviour’s refurreGtion, this learned au- 
thor concludes, that there never was a fa&t more fully 
proved than his refurreGtion ; and that thofe, who were 
appointed to be the witneffes of it, had every kind of 
proof, that, in the like circumftances, the moft {crupulous 
could demand, or the moft incredulous imagine.* 
Having confidered the proofs of the refurrection of Je- 
fus Chrift, as they were laid before the apoftles, he pro- 
ceeds to confider fome of the arguments, that may induce — 
us to believe, at this diftance of time, that Chrift rofe 
from the dead; thefe he has reduced to two principal 
heads, viz. the teftimony of the chofen ‘witneffes, of the 
~ refurre@tion recorded in the feriptures, aud ae exiftence 
of the chriftian religion. ae ; si 
With regard to the former, he theweth that the eee 
tles and evangelifts had two qualities neceflary to eftab- 
lith the credit of a witnefs, a perfect knowledge of the 
faéts they give teftimony to, and a fair, unblemifhed char- 
acter ; and that their teftimony is tranfmitted down in 
writings, either penned by themfelves, or authorized for 
their infpeGtion and approbation, He offereth feveral 
confiderations, to fhow the genuinenefs of thofe writings, 
and makes ufe, both of the internal marks of the veracity 
of the facred writers, obfervable in the {criptures, and the 
external proofs of their veracity and infpiration ; efpecial- 
ly the exaét accomplifhment of the prophecies recorded 


(eo 


* After entering into a long and ferupulous examination of the 

feveral particulars, which conftitute the evidence of the refurrection, 

~Mr. Weft thows, that there never was a fact, that could more abide 
the teft, than the refurrection of Jefus Chrift, 
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in thefe writings. For inftance, in thofe relating to the 
various ftates of the Jews and Gentiles, different, not only 
from each other, but from that in which both were at the 
time when thefe prophecies were written. He obferves, 
that there are feveral particulars, relating to the condition 
of the Jewifh nation, which were moft exprefsly foretold 
in the deftrution of the city and temple of Jerufalem, and 
the figns preceding that deftru@tion ; the miferies of the 
- Jews before, at, and after the famous fiege of that city ; 
the general difperfion of that people, the duration of their 
calamity, and their wonderful prefervation under it ; and, 
finally, their reftoration. And fince the other parts of 
~ thefe predi@ions have been exactly accomplifhed, there is 
the greateft reafon to think the laft will be fo too, in their 
proper feafon. 
Mr. Weft concludes the whole, with the argument 
drawn from the prefent exiftence of the chriftian religion ; 
and fheweth, that without fuppofing the truth of Chrift’s 
refurrection, there is no accounting for the propagation 
and prefent exiftence of chriftianity. To fet thisin a 
properlight, he reprefenteth, in an elegant and ftriking 
manner, the great difficulties that religion had to ftruggle 
with, at its firft appearance, and the inability of its firft 
preachers, humanly fpeaking, to oppofe and overcome 
thofe obftacles. They had the fuperftition and prejudices 
of the Jews to encounter ; and at the fame time, religion, - 
cuftom, law, policy, pride, intereft, vice, and even philof- 
ophy, united the heathen world againft chriftianity. Its 
oppofers were poffeffed of all the wifdom; power, and au- 
thority of the world. The preachers of it were weak and . 
contemptible, yet it ‘triumphed over all oppofition ; and 
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this, as the cafe was ae ah feeds afforded a manifeft 
proof of a divine interpofition, and of the truth of the ex- 
traordinary faéts, by which it was fupported, the princi« 
pal of which is the refurreCtion of Jefus Chrift. 

Weft?s Obfervations on the: Refurredion 
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SECTION V. 


The rapid nee of Chriftianity a Proof a? its 
_ Divine eee 


W: find, in the Aas of the Apoftles, and 
jn their Epittles, that the number of converts to the chrif- 
tian religion began to increafe confiderably, almoft immedi- 
ately after ¢ our Saviour’s afcenfion. The ‘firft affem bly 
which we meet with of Chrift’s difciples, and that a i few days 
after his removal from the world, confifted of one hundred 

andtwenty. About a week after this, three thoufand were 


_ added in one day ; and the number of chriftians very foon 


increafed to five thoufand. Multitudes continued to be 
added daily ; fo that within about thirty years after the 
death of Chrift, the gofpe) was fpread, not only through- 
out almoft all parts of the Roman empire, but even in 
Parthia and India. About eighty years after the afcen- 
fion of our Saviour, the: chriftians were fo numerous, that 
the eloquent Pliny, a pagan, and proconful of Bithinia 
~ complained, that in his province the altars were abandoned, 
and the worfhip of the gods neglected. The gofpel con- 
tinued to {pread, in an aftonifhing degree, through every 
age, until the final eftablifhment of the chriflian religion 
by Conftantine. The wonderful and unexampled* prog- 


* This diftin@ion ought ever to be kept up, between the fpread 
of the chriftian and Mahometan religion, Chrift was the prince of 
peace, and made ufe of no force, but the force of truth. Mahomet 
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grefs of chriftianity, notwithftanding the formidable op- 
pofition it met with, both from the pagans and Jews, is 
defcribed in the following ftriking manner, by a oaks 
ted writer. 

The rifing fociety of chriftians increafes in ftrength ev- 
ery day, it fpreads itfelf, and wherever it is eftablithed, I 
behold corruption, fanatciifm, fuperftition, prejudice, and 
idolatry proftrate before the crofs. 

What an aftonifhing revolution has been the fubje& of 
my contemplation !_ Who are the men, who have effe@ted 
it ? What obftacles have they had to furmount ! A poor 
man, who had not where to lay his head, who paffed for ; 





the fon of a carpenter, who ended his life by an ignomini- Teh 





_ ous death, was the founder of this religion, which triumphs 
over paganifm and all its monfters. f 
' This man chofe his difciples from amongft the lowe 


propagated his religion by the fword ; and till he made ufe of that 
inftrument of converfion, the number of his profelytes was a mere 
nothing. Jt was at the head of his armies that he preached the 
koran. 

As Monfieur Pafcal obferves, “ Mahomet eftablithed himfelf by 
killing ; Jefus Chrift, by commanding us to lay down our lives; 
Mahomet, by forbidding his law to be read; Jefus Chrift, by en- 
gaging us to fearch and read. Ina word, the two defiens are in all 
refpects, fo dire@ly oppofite, that Mahomet took the way, in human 
probability, to fueceed; Jefus Chrift, humanly fpeaking, to be difap- 
pointed, And hence, inftead of fo irrational a conclufion, as that be- 
caufe Mahomet fucceeded, Jefus Chrift might, in like mannér, have - 
fucceeded before; we ought by the rule of ccntrarics, to infer, that 
fince Mahomet has fucceeded, chriftianity mutt inevitably have perifh- 
ed, had it not been founded and fupported by a power altogether 
divine.” 
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clafs of people, the chief part of them from fimple, plain 
fifhermen ; and it is fuch men as thefe, that he commiffion= 
ed to preach his religion over all the earth.—Go and 
preach to all nations—ye fhall bear ace of me to the fartheft 
ends of the earth. 

They obey the voice of their lord and matter ; they 
publifh to all nations the doétrine of life ; they atteft the 
refurreGtion of the crucified man ; the nations Pee in 
his name, and are converted. \ 

This is the great moral phenomenon, which i have to 
explain ; a revolution more extt aordinary than all thofe re- _ 
corded in hiftory, and of which T am defirous to the. 
efficient caufe. 

I take a rapid view of the world before this great revo- 
lution took place. Two predominant fyftems of religion 
prevailed in it, Theifm and Polytheifin. 

Tam not {peaking of the pagan philofophers, that very 
limited number of faves, who, like Anaxagoras or Soc- 
rates, attributed the origin of all things to one eternal 
fpirit. Thefe fages did not form a body ; and they left 
the common people immerfed in prejudices and the groffett 
idolatry.. The philofophers themfelves had attained the 
knowledge of fome important truths ; but they oe. open 
their treafure only to the adepts. 

Lam fpeaking of the Theifts of that nation, fo extraor- . 
dinary and fo numerous, feparated by its laws, its cuftoms,. 

even by its prejudices, from all other nations, and who 
~fappofed that their anceftors. received their re! ligion and 
“Jaws from the hands of God. 


That nation is fifmly con- 
vinced, that this religion, and thefe laws, are eftablithed 
by hgnal and innumerable miracles ; it is 2 rongly attached 


aX 
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to its external worfhip, cuftoms, and traditions ; and al- 
though much fallen from its former fplendour, and fubje& 


toa foreign yoke, it ftill retains all the pride of its antient 


liberty, and believes itfelf to be the fole object of the ata 
tention of its Creator. This people retains a fovereign — 


. contempt for every other people, and profefles to wait for 


_ paffions ; giving a full career to the heart of man, though — 


aN 


a deliverer, who will oe the whole world to their 
nation. 
Polytheifm was, in every other country, the predomi- 
nant and almoft univerfal religion ; it varied under dif- 
ferent forms, according to the climate and genius of the 


people ; it was favourable to all, even the moft monftrous 


it fometimes checked his hand ; flattering every fenfe, and — 
aflociating the fleth with the fpirit. It exhibited to the 


people the example of its gods; and thele gods were 


monfters of cruelty and impurity, and of courfe mult be — 


_ worfhipped with cruelties and debaucheries. The eyes 
of the multitude were fafcinated by its enchantments, its 


prodigics, i its auguries, divinations, and pompous ceremo- 
nies. -Such a religion builds altars to vice, and digs the 


_ grave for virtue. 


~ How will fifhermen, affuming the character of miffiona- 
ries, be able to perfuade the Theifts, that this external, 


majeltic, antient, and venerable worfhip is no longer what _ 


_ God requires of them, and that it is abolifhed forever ; 


that all thofe auguft ceremonies, fo myfterious, fo well 
calculated to captivate the fenfes, are only the fhadow of 


thofe things, the fubftance of which is now prefented to 


them? How will it be poffible to force them to acknowl. ~ 


_edge, that thofe traditions, to which they are fo united 
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in their hearts and minds, are only the commandments 
of men, and that they deftroy that law, which they be- 
lieve to be divine ? But above all, how fhall fifhermen con- 
vince thefe proud and difdainful Theifts, that this defpifed 
and abject man, whom their magiftrates have condemned, 
and who expired on a crofs, is kimfelf the great Deliverer, 
who had been foretold to them, and for whom they fo im- 
patiently waited ; that they are not the fole objeéts of 
the extraordinary favour of Providence, but that all the 
nations of the earth are called to partake of it? 

- How fhall fifhermen eradicate from the imagination of 
the fenfual and coarfe Polytheift, that herd of gods, as 
numerous as the various objects of nature ? What method 
_ fhall they take to fpiritualize his ideas, to difengage him 
= : from the dead matter, within which he is immerfed, and 





convert him to the living God? How fhall they wreft 
him from the feducing pleafures of the fenfes, and a life 
of voluptuoufnefs ? How thall they purify and ennoble all 
his affe€tions ? How fhall they make of him a fage, and 
more than a fage ? How fhall they reftrain his heart, as 
well as his hands ? And, above all, how fhall they perfuade 
him to pay homage to a man, ftigmatized by a moft igno- 
minious punifhment ? And, how fhall they, in the eye of 
the Polytheift, convert the folly of the crofs into wifdom ? 
How fhall thefe heralds of a crucified man, engage their 
new followers to forfake their temporal interefts ; to fub- 
mit to a life of contempt, humiliation, and ignominy ; to 
defy all kinds of punifhments and tortures ; to refift all 
temptations ; and to perfevere, even unto death, in a doc- 
trine which infures no recompenfe but in another life ? 
By what means are thefe fimple fifhermen become fith- 
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ers of men ? Whence has it happened, that, in lefs than 
half a century, fo many and different fets and nations, 
have embraced the new doétrine ? How has this feed of 
muftard become a great tree? And, how has this tree 
over fhadowed fuch immenfe countries ? I know that in 
general men are not enemies to feverity of doétrine in 
point of morals, becaufe it fuppofes an uncommon effort — 
of mind, and becaufe men have a natural tafte for perfec.» : 
tion ; not that they always feek after it ; but they are — 
fond of it, at leaft, in fpeculation. A voluntary poverty, 
a great difintereftednefs, a painful and laborious life, at- 
tra& eafily the attention and efleem of men. They are 
very ready to admire all this, provided ee do not. ay Be 
_ them to the pratice of it. ; 

Tf therefore this new do&rine publifhed to the world, j 
had been purely fpeculative, I can eafily conceive that it 








might have gained the efteem, and even the admration __ 


of fome people. They would have viewed it in the light — 
of a new feé& of philofophy ; and thofe who profeffed it, 
might have appeared to them fages of a very peculiar ftamp. 

But this doctrine is not merely fpeculative, it is chiefly 
practical, in the ftriteft and moft literal fenfe of the word, 
It is the moft elevated kind of practical heroifm, it enjoins 
an entire felf denial, combats every paflion, regulates every 
affection, checks every defire, requires a total furrender of 
our heart to the love of God and of our neighbour, de- 
mands continual facrifices, and thofe the greateft of facri- 
fices ; and promifes no other rewards, but thofe which the 
eye cannot fee, and which the hand cannot feel. 

That the charms of eloquence, the attractions of riches,. 
the {plendour of dignities, and the influence of power, may 

pe. 
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gain credit to a doétrine, and bring over to it many profe- 
lytes, IF can eafily conceive. 

But the doftrine of the crucified Saviour is taught by 
men void of art, and in the loweft circumftances, whofe 
eloquence confifts more in things than in words ; by men 
who preach dotrines oppofite to the moft received opin- 
ions ; by men of the loweft clafs, and who hold out to their 

. difciples no other expeétations in this life, than fuffer- 
- ings, tortures, and the crofs; and yet thefe are the men 
_. whotriumph over flefh and blood, and convert the uni- 
. verfe. 





The effet was prodigious, rapid, permanent ; it exifts 
to this day. I can difcover no natural caufe to produce 







this effet ; and yet there muft be a caufe, and a great 
caufe. Where then is the caufe ? In the name of the cru- 
"ified man, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanfed, the deaf 
‘hear, the blind fee, the deaX are raifed. 1 am no longer at 
a lofs ; every difficulty vanifhes ; the problem is folved ; 
the legiflator of nature has fpoken ; nations have heard 
him ; the univerfe has acknowledged its mafter. He who 
can fee in the muftard feed the lofty tree, was the Mef- 
fenger of that God, who has chofen the weak things of the 
avorld to confound the things that are mighty. 

The weak things of the world !— If this Saviour was 
to have a precurfor, it was alfo in the order of this fib- 
lime economy, that this precurfor fhould lead a life of 
poverty and frugality ; that his manners fhould be auftere, 
his a€tions irreproachable ; that, cloathed in coarfe rai- 
ment, he fhould precede the Prince of Life, who was him- 
felf concealed under the humble veil of flefh. This pre- 
eurfor was alfo to recall men to the moft effential duties of 
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human nature, and teach them a do€trine preparatory, as it 
were, to the more complete and more elevated dostrine of 
the great fovereign teacher ; it was, in fine, his commif- 
fion to announce and charaéterize, by the molt ftriking 
features, him who was to come after him. 

The weak things of the world !—In conformity to thefe 
views, fo far excelling all human views ; the Meflenger of 








the Moft High was to be born of a virgin, in an obfcure® 
family, but defcended of illuftrious anceftors, to whom the 
moft magnificent promifes had been made by antient pre- 
ditions. His birth was to be proclaimed by fhepherds ae 
and the celeftial heralds, commiffioned to celebrate by the 
hymns thefe glad tidings, were to inftrué thefe fhepherd: 
in the obje& and extent of the miffion of Chrift.—On eart: 
peace ; ; good will towards man.—Good will—not toward 
a fingle generation, but to every generation to come; the __ 
benevolence of the beft and greateft of beings compre- is 
hends all mankind, becaufe he is the father of all. > 

The weak thinzs of the world !—In this marvellous dif- 
penfation of Providence, what numberlefs circumftances 
ftill prefent themfelves to me, all directed to divert the at- 
tention of man from human grandeur, towards that which 
- istruly great. This child, the defire of all nations, is 
born ina manger, the fuppofed fon of a carpenter ; for 
was he, at whofe feet all thrones were one day to be caft 
down, was he to borrow his glory from the fplendour of 
thrones ? Was he, to whom all nature and all minds were 
to become fubjeét, was he to be invefted with the power 
of kings ? And becaufe he could give all power to his dif- 
ciples to command, even as he himfelf did, all nature, and 
all the hearts of men, therefore his difciples were to be 
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chofen from amongft fifhermen and publicans ; and thefe 
were the men whom he was to commiffion to teach all na- 
tions, and reform the univerfe. : 


Bonnet’s Philofophical Inquiries. 
re rere 
THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


WHEN we confider the ages, which have elapfed fince 
the introduétion of chriftianity, and the events attending 
its propagation, how wonderful is the hiftory we contem- 
e plate! We fee a mighty light, {preading over all man- 
kind, from one fpark kindled in an obfcure corner of the 
earth, An humble, perfecuted teacher preaches a reli- 
j gion of peace, of forgivenefs of injuries, of fubmiffion to 
_ temporal authorities, of meeknefs, brotherly love, and uni- 
ae verfal benevolence ; he is tried, condemned, and executed 
- for his doétrines ; he rifes from the tomb, and breaking 

-down the bars of death, fets open to all mankind the evi- 
dence of a life to come, and, at the fame time, points out - 







the fure path to everlafting happinefs in the future flate. 
A few, unlettered difciples, his adherents and {urvivors, 
take up his doétrines, and going forth amongft the princes 
of the Roman empire, then in its zenith, preach a religion 
to the gentiles, direétly ftriking at the foundation of the 
moft fplendid fabric of fuperftition ever reared on earth. 
Thefe gentiles are not a rude and barbarous race, but men 
of illuminated minds, acute philofophers, eloquent orators, 
powerful reafoners, eminent in aris, in {ciences, and armed 
with fovereign power. What an undertaking for the 
teachers of chriftianity! What a conflict for religion, 
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holding forth no temporal allurements ! On the contrary, 
promifing nothing but mortification in this world, and 
referring all hope of a reward for prefent fufferings to the 
“unfeen glories of a life to come. 


Cumberland’s Obferver, Vol. III. 
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SECTION Vi 


The moral Charaéers of Chrift, the Prophets, 


and Apofeles, prove the Truth and Divine Au- 
thority of the Scriptures. 


2 


‘Lue charaGter of Chrift, as it may be 
 eolleéted from the plain narrations of the gofpels, is man- 
= ifeftly fuperiour to all other charafters, fictitious or real, 
_ whether drawn by hiftorians, orators, or pocts. We fee ~ 
init the moft entire devotion and refignation to God, 
and the moft ardent and univerfal love to mankind, join- 
d with the greateft humility, felf-denial, meeknefs, pa- 
lence, prudence, and every other virtue, divine and hu- 
“man; to which we are Yo add, that, according to the 

New Teftament, Chrift, being the Lord and creator of 
all, took upon himfelf the form of a fervant, in order to 
_ make atonement for all; that, with this view, he fubmit- 
ted to the helplefsnefs and infirmities of infancy, to the 
narrownefs of human underftanding, and the perturbations 
_of human affeétions, to. hunger, thirft, labour, wearinefs, 
poverty, and hardfhips of various kinds, to lead a forrow- 
ful, friendlefs life, to be mifunderftood, betrayed, infulted, 


and mocked, and at laft to be put to a painful and igno- 
minious death. 









The manner in which the evangelifts {peak of Chrift, 
fhews that they drew aftera real copy, i.e. fhews the 
genuinenefs and truth of the gofpel hiftory. There are 
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no dire&t encomiums upon him, no laboured defences or 
yecommendations. His chara¢ter arifes from a careful, 
impartial examination of all that he faid and did ; and the 
evangelifts appear to have drawn this greatelt of all char- 





aéters, without any direét defign to do it. Nay, they 





have recorded fome things, fuch as his being moved with 











the paffions of human nature, as well as being affected 
with its infirmities, which the wifdom of this world would 
rather have concealed. But their view was to fhew him 
to the perfons to whom they preached, as the promifed 
Meffiah of the Jews, and the Saviour of mankind ; and as — 
they had been convinced of this themfelves, from his dif- 
courfes, actions, fufferings, and refurreétion, they thought 
nothing more was wanting to convince fuch others, as were 
ferious and impartial, but a fimple narrative of what Jefus 
faid and did. And if we compare the tranfcendent great- 
nefs of this charaGer, with the indire& manner in whic h 
it is delivered, and the illiteratenefs and low condition o: 









f 
the evangelifts, it will appear impoflible, that they fhould 
have forged it, that they fhould have not had a real original — 
before them, fo that nothing was wanting, but to record — 
fimply and faithfully. How could mean and illiterate per-. 
fons excel the greateft geniufes, antient and modern, in 
drawing a charaéter? How came they to draw it in an_ 
indire&t manner? This is indeed a ftrong evidence of gen- 
uinenefs and truth ; but then it is of fo reclufe and fubtle 
a nature, agreeably to this, has been fo little taken notice 
of, by the defenders of the chriftian religion, that one 
cannot conceive the evangelifls were at all aware that it 
was an evidence. The chara¢ter of Chrift, as drawn by 


them, is therefore genuine and true; aad confequently 
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proves his divine miflion, both by its tranfcendent excel- 
- lence, and by his laying claim to fuch a miflion. 

The characters of the perfons, who are faid in the fcrip- 
tures to have, had divine communications, and a divine 
miffion, are fo much fupericur to the characters, which oc- 
curin common life, that we can fcarce aécount for the 
more eminent fingle ones, and therefore much lefs for fo 
large a fucceffion of them, ‘continued through fo many 

ages, without allowing the divine communications and 
affiftance, which they allege. It is true indeed, that many 
of thefe eminent perfons had confiderable imperfeGtions, 
and fome of them were guilty of great fins occafionally, 
though not habitually ; however, upon a balance, after 
roper dedutions are made, on account of their fins and 
mperfedions, it is left to the impartial reader to confider, 
whether the prophets, apoftles, &c. were not fo much 
fuperiour, not only to mankind at an average, but even to 












‘the beft men among the Greeks and Romans, as is not fairly 
“to be accounted for by the mere powers of human nature. 
--'The chara@ers of the eminent perfons mentioned in 
the {criptures, arife fo much in an indire&t way, from the 
plain narrations of faéts, their fias and imperfections are 
fo fully fet forth by themfelves, or their friends, with their 
condemnation and punifhment, and the vices of wicked 
men, and the oppofers of God and themfelves, related in 
fo candid a way, with all fit allowances, that we have in 
this a remarkable additional evidence for the truth of this 
part of the feripture hiftory, befides the common ones be- 
fore given, which extend to the whole. 
Hartley on the Truth of the Chrifian Religion. 
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THE SUBYECT CONTINUED. 


THERE i is no argument fie the truth of cheillaaiey, 
more irrefiftible than the character and conduct of its firft 
propagators, and efpecially of ‘its glorious author. No 
* human fagacity could, from meer invention, have put to-. 
. gether a fictitious account of the behaviour of a perfon, in 
fo many ftrange and uncommon particulars, as the evan- 
gelifts have told us of our Saviour, without either fwellin g 
up the imaginary character into that of the hero of a ro- | 
mance, or drawing it defaced with faults and blemifhes. 
-That human invention is by no means equal to any fuch 
taflc, is evident from the unfuccefsful attempts, which have 
been made by the greateft mafters of defcription, to draw 
perfect chara&ers, efpecially where any thing fupernatu- 





ral was to havea place ; andthat fuch a charaGter as that 


of our Saviour, fhould be drawn fo uniform and confiftent, 


at the fame time that it is fo wholly new and peculiar, 


that in all the hiftories, and all the epic poems in the g i a 


world, there is no pattern whence the leaft hint could be 
taken, to form it by; that this character, in which the — 

greatnefs i is of fo extraordinary and ftupendous a kind, 
that whatever is great in thofe of warriors, or heroes, or 
kings, is defpifed and negleéted by him, and infinitely be- 
neath him; that fuch acharaGter fhould be the invention 
of a few illiterate men, and that it fhould by them be ex- 
hibited, not by ftudied encomiums, but by a bare, unadorns - 
ed narration of fats, but fuch faéts as are no where elfe 
to be equalled. He who can believe that all this could — 
be the effet of mere human invention, without fuperiour 
interpofition, muft be capable of believing any thing. So 

z 
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that I may defy all the oppofers of revelation to anfwer 
the queftion, how we came to have fuch a charaéter, as 
that of Chrift, drawn as it is, and drawn by fuch authors, 
_ if it was not taken froma real original, was not fomething 


above human. 
Burgh’s Dignity of Human Nature. 
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SECTION VIL. 


The Converfion of St. Paul* furnifbes a Proof 
of the Divine Origin of the Chriftian Religion. 


Tue converfion of fuch a man, at fuch 
a time, and by fuch means, furnifhes one of the moft com- 
plete proofs that have ever been given, of the divine origin 
of the chriftian religion. That Saul, a zealous perfecutor 
of the difciples of Chrift, became all at once a difciple 
himfelf, is a fa&t which cannot be controverted, without 
overturning the credit of all hiftory. He muft therefore 
have been converted in the miraculous manner, in which 
he himfelf faid he was, and of courfe the chriftian religion 
be a divine revelation ; or he muft have been either an im- 
poftor, or enthufiaft, or a dupe to the fraud of others. 
There is not another alternative poffible. 

If Paul was an impoftor, who declared what he knew 
to be falfe, with an intent to deceive, he mult have beer 
induced to aét that part from fome motive. But the only 
conceivable motives for religious impofture are, either the 
hope of advancing one’s temporal interefl, reputation, or 
power, or the profpe& of gratifying fome paflion or appt- 
tite, under the authority of the new religion. 


* The celebrated Lord Lyttleton, in his Obfervations on the 
Converfion of St. Paul, has endeavoured to prove, that nothing but 
the actual appearance of one from heaven was able to produce convic- 

tion in fo bitter an enemy to Chrift and his gofpel. ‘The following: 
is aa abridgement of his arguments. 





280 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


That neither of thefe could be St. Paul’s motives for 
- profeffiag the faith of Chrift crucified, is evident from the 
ftate of Judaifm and chriftianity, at the period of his for- 
faking the former, and embracing the latter. Thofe 
whom he left, were the difpofers of wealth, of dignity, ° 
and power in Judea ; thofe to whom he went, were indi- 
gent men, oppreffed, and deprived of all means of acquir- 
ing riches. ‘The certain confequence, therefore, of his em- 
bracing chriftianity, was the lofs, not only of all that he 
pofleffed, but of all hopes of acquiring more ; whereas, by 
continuing to perfecute the chriftians, he had almoft cer- 
tain hopes of making his fortune, by the favour of thofe 


= who were at the head of the Jewifh flate, to whom noth- 


ing could more recommend him, than the zeal he fhowed 
in that perfecution. As to credit, or reputation, could 


= the difciple of Gamaliel think he fhould gain either, by 


becoming a teacher in a college of fifhermen ? Could he 
flatter himfelf that either‘in, or out of Judea, the do@trines 
he taught could do him any honour ? No; he knew very 
well that the preaching of Chrift crucified was a fumbling 
block to the Feqws, and to the Greeks, foolifbnefs. 1 Cor. iv. 
23. He afterwards found by experience, that in all 
parts of the world, contempt was the portion of whoever 
engaged in preaching a myftery fo unpalatable to the 
world, to all its paffions and pleafures, and {6 irreconcilea- 
ble to the pride of human reafon. See 1 Cor, iv. 13. 
Yet he went on as zealoufly as he fet out, and was not 
afoamed of the go/pel of Chriff. Certain then the defire of 
glory, the ambition of making to himfelf a great names 
was not his motive to embrace chriftianity. Was it then 
the love of power ? ? Power! Over whom ? Over a flock 
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of theep, driven to the laughter, whofe fhepherd himfelf 


had been murdered a little before. Could he expeét more 
mercy from the chief priefts and the rulers,.than they had. 


fhewn to Jefus himfelf ? Would not their anger be proba-- 


bly fiercer againft the deferter and betrayer of their caufe, 
than againft any other of the apoftles ? Was power over 
fo mean and defpifed a people, worth attempting with fo 
much danger? So far was Paul from affuming any au- 


thority over the other apoftles, that he declared himfelf 
the aft of them; and lefs than the leaft of all faints. Eph. 


ii. 8. 1 Cor. xv. gi 
~ It cannot be alleged, that St; Paul commenced a: 


teacher of chriftianity, with a view of gratifying fome li-- 


centious paffion, under the authority of that new religion. 
His writings breathe nothing but the ftri@eft morality,. 
obedience to magiftrates, order, and-government, with the 
urmoft abhorrence of all licentioufnefs, idlenefs, or loofe: 
behaviour, under the cloak of religion. We no where- 
read in his works, that faints are above moral ordinances ;. 
that dominion is founded'on grace ;. that there is no dif. 
ference in moral ations ; that any impulles. of the mind’ 


are to direét us againft the light of our reafon, andthe | 


laws of nature, or any of thofe wicked tenets, from which 


the peace of fociety has heen difturbed, and the rules of 7 


morality have beea broken by men, pretending to act un- 
der the fanGtion of divine revelation. Nor does any part 
of his life, either before, or after his converfion to chrif- 


tianity, bear any mark-of a libertine difpofition ; as: 


among the Jews, fo among the chriftjans, his converfation: 
and manners were blamelefs. 
* It has fometimes been objeGted to the other apoftles, by: 
: Ze 2: 


eee. t 2 
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thofe who were refolved not to credit their teftimony, that 
having been deeply engaged with Jefus during his life, 
they were obliged to continue the fame profeffions after 
his death, for the fupport of their own credit, and from 
having gone too far to go back ; but this can by no means 
be faid of St. Paul. On the contrary, whatever force 
there may be in that way of reafoning, it all-tends to con- 
vince us that St. Paul muft have naturally continued a 
Jew, and an enemy of Jefus Chrift. If they were en- 
gaged on one fide, he was as ftrongly engaged on the 
other ; if fhame withheld them from changing fides, much 
more ought it to have deterred him, who from his fuperi- 
our abilities and reputation, muft have been vaftly more 
fufceptible of that kind of fhame, than the mean and il- 
literate fifhermen of Galilee. The only other difference 
was, that they by quitting their mafter after his death 
might have preferved themfelves, whereas he by quitting 
the Jews, and taking up the crofs of Chrift, certainly 
brought on his own deftruction. 

As St. Paul was not an impoftor, fo it is evident he 
was not an enthufiaft. Great heat of temper, melancholy, 
ignorance, credulity, and vanity are the ingredients of 
which enthufiafm is generally compofed ; but from all 
thefe, except the firft, the apoftle appears to have been 
wholly free. That he had great fervour of zeal, both 
when a Jew, and. when a chriftian, in maintaining what he 
thought to be right, cannot be denied ; but he was at all 
times fo much matter of his temper, as in matters of indif- 
fererice, * to become all things toall men,”’ 1 Cor. ix. 20,: 
bending his notions’ and manners to theirs, fo far as his 
‘duty to God would permit ; a condu& neither compatible 
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with the ftiffnefs of a bigot, nor the violent. impulfes of 
fanatical delufion. His zeal was eager and warm, but 
tempered with prudence, and even with the civilities and 
decorums of life, as appears by his behaviour to Agrippa, 
Feftus, and Felix, not the bliad, inconfiderate, indecent 
zeal of an enthufiaft. Se 

That St. Paul was not melancholy, is plain from his. 
conduét in embracing every method, which prudence: 
could fuggeft, to efcape danger, and fhun perfecution,. 
when he could do it without betraying the duty of his of=. 
fice, or the honour of his God. A melancholy enthufiaft 
courts perfecution, and when he cannot obtain it, affi@s 
himfelf with abfurd penances ; but the holinefs of St. Paul: 
confifted only in the fimplicity of a godly life, and in the 
unwearied performance of thofe apoftolic duties, to which 
he was called. 

As to ignorance, which is another ground of enthufi= 
. afm, St. Paul was fo far from it, that he appears to have 
been matter, not of the Jewifh learning only, but alfo of 
the Greek philofophy, and even to have been very conver- 
fant with the Greek poets. 

That the apoftle was not credulous, is plain, from his. 
having refifted all the evidence of all the miracles perform- 
ed on earth by Chrift, as well as thofe that were after 
wards worked by the apoftles ; to the fame of which, as 
he lived in Jerufalem, he could not poflibly have been a: 
ftranger. This evinces that his mind, far from being dif-. 
pofed to a credulous faith, or a too eafy reception of any, 
miracle, worked in proof of the chriftian religion, appears _ 
to have been barred againft it by the moft obftinate prejue. 
dices, as much as any man’s could poflibly be ; and hence 
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we may fairly conclude, that nothing lefs than the irre- 


filtible evidence of his own fenfes, clear from all poffibility’ 


of doubt, could have overcome his unbelief. 


Vanity, or felf conceit, is another circumftance that for 


the moft part prevails in the chara&ter of an enthufiaft. 
That St. Paul was as free from vanity as any man that 


ever lived, is evident from all we fee of his writings, or 


know of his life. In his Epiftle to the Ephefians, he calls 
himfelf /e/s than the leaft of all faints. And to the Corin- 


\ thians, he fays he is the leaf? of the apoftles, and not meet to be: 


called an apofile, becaufe he had perfecuted the church of God. 


He calls himfelf the chief of fenners, in his Epiftle to Timo« 


_ thy. And he prefers in the flrongeft terms univerfal be- 
__ nevolence to faith, prophecy, and miracles. Is this the 
e Tanguage of vanity or enthufiafm? Did ever& fanatic pre- 
- fer virtue to his own religious opinions, to illuminations 
Sak of the fpirit, and even to the merit of martyrdom ? 
Having thus thewn that St. Paul was neither an im- 
poftor nor an enthufiaft, it remains only to be inquired, 





this ingt iry need not be long, for who was to deceive him ? 
_A few illiterate fifhermen in Galilee. It was naturally 
_impoffible for fuch men to conceive the thought of turn. 
ing the moft enlightened of their opponents, and the cru- 
eleft of their perfecutors into an apoftle, and to do this by. 
fraud, in the very inftant of his greateft fury againft them 
and their Lord. But could they have been fo extrava- 
gant, as to conceive fuch a thought, it was phyfically im- 
poffible for them to execute it in the manner in which we 
find his converfion to have'been_ effeGted. Could they 


| Produce in: the air alight at noonday, which was brighter” 


was deceived by the fraud of others ; but 


— 5 ee ee ee 
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than the fun? Could they make Sanl hear words from 
out of the light, which were not heard by the relt of the 
company ? Could they make him blind for three days af- 
ter the vifion, and then make fcales fall from his eyes, and 
‘reftore him to fight by a word? Or could they make him, 
and thofe who travelled with him, believe that thefe things 
had happened, if they had not happened ? Moft certain- 
ly no fraud was equal to all this. tae 
Since then St. Paul was neither an impoftor, an enthu- Z 
fiatt, nor deceived by the fraud of others, it follows that 
his converfion was miraculous; and therefore that the 
chriftian religion is a divine revelation. as - 
Lyttleton on the Converfion of St. Paul. 


F, 
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SECTION VIII 


The Purity and Perfection of the Moral Pre- 
cepts of Chriftianity an Argument for its Di- 
_ vine Original. 


An account of Jenyns’ Internal Evi- 
dence of the Chriftian Religion has been given in the 
fketch of his life, in Part 1. The following extra& is an 
abridgement of the third propofition contained in that 
work, which is as follows, viz. ; 

That from this book, called the New Teftament, may 
be collected a fyftem of ethics, in which every moral pre- 
cept founded on reafon, is carried to a higher degree of _ 

purity and perfeGtion, thaw in any other of the antient phi- 
lofophers of preceding ages. 

Moral precepts founded on reafon, are fuch as enforce 
the praétice of thofe duties that reafon informs us mu — 
improve our natures, and conduce to the happinefs of 
mankind: fuch as piety to God, benevolence to man, 
juftice, charity, temperance, and {fobriety, with all thofe, 
which prohibit the cemmiffion of the contrary vices, all 
which debafe our natures, and’ by mutual_ injuries, intro- 
duce univerfal diforder, and confequently univerfal mifery. 

Let us now examine what are the new precepts in the 
chriftian religion, peculiarly correfponding -with the new 
object of it, that is preparing us for the kingdom of 
heaven... Of thofe, the chief are poornefs of fpirit, for- 
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givenefs of injuries, and charity to all men ; to thefe we 
may add repentance, faith, felf abafement, and a detach- 
ment from the world ; all moral duties peculiar to this re- — 
ligion, and abfolutely neceflary to the attainment of its end. 
Bleffed are the poor in fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom — 
of heaven ; by which poornefs of fpirit is to be under- 
ftood a difpofition of mind, meek, humble, fubmiffive to 
power, void of ambition, patient of injuries, and free from 
all refentment. This was fo new, and fo oppofite to the 


ideas of all pagan moralifts, that they thought this temper 


of mind a criminal and contemptuous meannefs, which 
muft induce men to facrifice the glory of their country, 
and their own honour toa fhameful pufillanimity ; and’ 
fuch it appears to almoft all who are called chriftians, even 
_ at this day, who not only reject it in practice, but difavow 
it in principle, notwithftanding this explicit declaration of 
their matter. 3 

Another precept, equally new and no lefs excellent, is 
that forgivenefs of injuries, which our Saviour enjoins in 
Matt. v. 23. This was a leffon fo new, and fo utterly 
unknown, till taught by his doétrines, and enforced by his 
example, that the wife moralifts of the wifeft nations and 
ages reprefented the defire of revenge as the mark of a 
noble mind, and the accomplifhment of it, as one of the 
chief felicities attendant on a fortunate man. But how 
much more magnanimous, how much more beneficial to 
mankind is forgivenefs! It is more magnanimous, be- 
caufe every generous and exalted difpofition of the human 
mind is requifite to the practice of it ; for thefe alone can 
enable us to bear the wrongs and infults of wickednefs and 
folly with patience, and to look down on the perpetrators - 
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of them with pity, rather than indignation»; thefe alone 
can teach us, that fuch are but a part of thofe fufferings 
allotted to usin this {tate of probation, and to know, that 
to overcome evil with good, is the moft glorious of all vic- 
tories. It is the moft beneficial, becaufe this amiable con- 
dué alone can put an end to an eternal fucceffion of inju- 
ries and retaliations, for every retaliation becomes a new 
injury, and requires another aé of revenge for fatisfaction. 
But would we obferve this falutary precept, to love our 
_ enemies, and to do good to thofe who defpitefully ufe us, 
this obftinate benevolence would at laft conquer the moft 
inveterate heart, and we fhould have no enemies to forgive. 
. A third precept, firft noticed and firft enjoined by this 
inftitution, is charity to all men. What this is, we may 
beft learn from the admirable defcription in 1 Corinthians 
xiii. 4. Here we have an accurate delineation of this 
_ bright conftellation of all virtues, which confifts not, as 
many imagine, in the buiMing of monafteries, endowment 
of hofpitals, or the diftribution of alms, but in fuch an 
amiable difpofition of mind, as exercifes itfelf every hour 
in acts of kindnefs, patience, and complacency to all around 
us 3 and which alone is able to promote happinefs in the 
prefent life, or render us capable of receiving it in another. 
And yet this commandment is declared to be new by the 
author of it. See John xiii. 34. ‘This benevolent dif- 
pofition is made the great charaCteriftic of a chriftian, the _ 
teft of his obedience, and the mark by which he is to be 
diftinguithed. Yet was this commandment entirely new, 
when given by him who fo entitles it, and has made it the 
capital duty of his religion, becaufe the moft indifpenfably 
neceflary to the attainment of its great objeét, the king- . 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 289 


dom of heaven ; into which, if proud, turbulent, and vin- 
dictive {pirits were permitted to enter, they muft unavoid- 
ably deftroy the happinefs of that flate, by the operations 
of the fame paffions and vices, by which they difturb the 
prefent, and therefore all fuch mutt be eternally excluded, 
not only as a punifhment, but alfo from incapacity. 
Repentance, by this we plainly fee, is another new mor- _ 
al duty ftrenuoufly infifted on by this religion, and by no 
ether, becaufe abfolutely neceflary to the accomplifhment 





of its end ; for this alone can purge us from thofe tranf- 


greffions, from which we cannot be totally exempted in y ie 


this flate of trial and temptation, and purify us from that 
depravity in eur nature, which renders us incapable of at- _ 


taining that end. Hence, alfo, we may learn, that no 


repentance can remove this incapacity, but fuch as entire- 
ly changes the nature and difpofition of the offender ; 
which, in the language of {cripture, is called “ being born 
-again.”? Mere contrition for his paft crimes, nor even 
the pard6n of them, cannot effect this, unlefs it operates 
to this entire converfion or new birth, as it is properly 
and emphatically named ; for forrow can no more purify 
a mind corrupted by a long continuance in vicious habits, 
than it can reftore health to a body diftempered by a long 
courfe of vice and intemperance. Hence, alfo, every one, 
who is in the leaft acquainted with himfelf, may judge of 
the reafonablenefs of the hope that is in him, and of his 
fituation in a future ftate, by that of his prefent. If he 
feels in himfelf a temper proud, turbulent, vindictive, and 
malevolent, and a violent attachment to the pleafures or 
bufinefs of the world, he may be affured, that he muft be 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven ; not only becaule 


AA 
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his condu& can merit-no fuch reward, but becaufe, if ad- 
mitted, he would find there no objects fatisfactory to his 
paffions, inclinations, and purfuits, and therefore could 
3 only difturb the happinefs of others, without enjoying any 
fhare of it himfelf. 
Faith is another moral duty, enjoined by this inftitu- 
tion, of a fpecies fo new, that the philofophers of antiqui- 
ty had no word expreffive of the idea, nor any fuch idea to 
be expreffed, as anfwers for the word fides, or wssz1sy which 
we tranflate faith, nor was it everufed by any pagan writer, 
ina fenfe the leaft fimilar to that to which it is applied in 
the New Teftament ; where in general, it fignifies an 
humble, teachable, and candid difpofition, a truft in God, 
and confidence in his promifes ; when applied particular~ 
ly to chriftianity, it means no more than a belief of this 
fingle propofition, that Chrift was the fon of God; that 
is, in the language of thgfe writings, the Meffiah, who 
was foretold by the prophets, and expected by the Jews $ 
who was fent by God into the world to preach righteouf- 
nefs, judgment, and everlafting life, and to die as an atone- 
ment for the fins of mankind. 

Self abafement is another moral duty, inculcated by 
this religion only, which requires us to impute even our 
own virtues to the grace and favour of our Creator, and 
to acknowledge that we can do nothing good by our own 
powers, unlefs affifted by his overruling influence. Yet 
this duty was utterly repugnant to the proud and felf fuf- 
ficient principles of the antient philofophers, as well as 
modern deifts, and therefore, before the publication 
of the gofpel, totally unknown and uncomprehended. 
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Detachment from the world is another moral virtue, « 
conftituted by this religion alone, fo new that, even at this 


day, few of its profeffors can be perfuaded, that it is re- : S 


quired, or that itis any virtue at all. By this detachment 
from the world, is not to be underftood a feclufion from 
fociety, abftraction from all bufinefs, or retirement to a 
gloomy cloifter. Induftry and labour, cheerfulnefs and 
hofpitality, are frequently recommended. Nor is the 
- acquifition of wealth and honours prohibited, if they can 
be obtained by honeft means, and a moderate dégrée of 
attention and care ; but fuch an unremitted anxiety, and 
perpetual application, as engrofies our whole time and 
thoughts, are forbid, becaufe they are incompatible with — 
_the fpirit of this religion, and muft utterly difqualify us 
for the attainment of its great end. We toil on in the 
vain purfuits and frivolous occupations of the world, die 
in our harnefs, and then expect, if no gigantic crime 
flands in the way, to ftep immediately into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but this is impoflible, for without a previous de- 
tachment from the bufinefs of this world, we cannot be 
prepared for the happinefs of another ; yet this could 
make no part of the morality of pagans, becaufe their 
virtues were altogether conneéted with their bufinefs, 
and confifted chiefly in conduting it with honour to 
themfelves, and benefit to the public. But chriftianity 
has a nobler obje& in view, which, if not attended to, 
mutt be loft forever. This objeé is that celeftial manfion, 
of which we fhould never lofe fight, and to which we 
fhould be ever advancing, during our journey through 
life ; but this by no means precludes us from performing 


the bufinefs, or enjoying the amufements of travellers, 
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piowaed they detain us not too Sikes or lead us too Yay 
out of our way. s 


Fenyns’? Internal Evidence. 





THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


THE excellence of the do&rine contained in the fcrip- 
_ tures, is an argument which has great force, independent- 
- ly of other confiderations. “Phus let us fuppofe, that the 
author of the gofpel, which goes under St. Matthew’s 
name, was not Known; and that it was unfupported by | 
the writers of the primitive times; yet fuch is the unaf- 
fe€ted fimplicity of the narration, the purity of the doctrine, 
and the fincere piety and goodnefs of the fentiments, that 
it carries its own authority with it. And the fame thing . 
may be faid, in general, of all the books of the Old and 
New Teftament ; fo that it feems evident to me, that if 
there was no other book in the world befides the Bible, | 
a man could'not reafonably doubt of the truth of reveal.” 
ed religion. ‘The mouth fpeaks from the abundance of 
the heart. Men’s writings and difcourfes muft receive a 
tinGture from their real thoughts, defires, and defigns. It 
is impoffible to play the hypocrite in every word and ex. 
preflion. his isa matter of common, daily obfervation, 
that cannot be called in queftion ; and the more any one 
thinks upon it, or attends to what paffes in himfelf or oth- 
ers, to the hiftory of the human thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, and their neceffary, mutual connections, i. e. to the 
hiftory of affociation, the more clearly will he fee it. 
We may conclude therefore, even if all other arguments 
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were fet afide, that the authors of the books of the Old 
and New Teftament, cannot have made a falfe claim tor” 
divine authority. Le 

But there is alfo another method of ee Be the divine 
authority of the fcriptures, from the excellence of the- 
do&rine contained therein; for the. fefi iptures contain’ 
do&rines concerning God, providence, a future ftate, the: 
duty of man, &c. far more pure and fublime than can any’ 
ways be accounted for from the natural powers of men, fo: 
circumftanced as the facred writers were. That the read-- 
er may fee this in a clearer light, lét him compare the fey-- 
eral books of the Old and New: Teftament, with the con-- 
temporary writers among’ the Greeks and’'Romans, who 
could not have lefs than the natural powers of the human 
mind, but might have, over and above, fome traditional 
hints, derived ultimately from revelation. Let him con-- 
fider whether it be poflible to fuppofe, that Jewith thep-- 
herds, fifhermen, &c. fhould both before, and after the 
rife of the heathen philofophy, fo far exceed the men of 
the greateft abilities and accomplifhments in other nations, 
by any other means than divine communications. Nay, 
we may fay, that no writers, from the invention of letters 
to the prefent times, are equal to the penmen of the books 
of the Old and New Teftament, in true excellence, utility, 
and dignity, whichis furely fuch an internal criterion of 
their divine authority, as ought not to be refifted; and 
perhaps it never is refifted by any, who have duly confide 
ered thefe books, and formed their affections and aGtions 
agcording to the precepts therein delivered. 

Hartley onthe Truth of the Chriftian Religions. 


ez A.a2: 
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S2CTION 1x. 


‘Proof of the Truth of Chriftianity from its mant- 
felt Superiority to the higheft Productions of 
Human Wifdom. 


Cue STIANITY, fays a late pious 
author, is not fatisfied with producing merely, the {pecious 
- guife of virtue. She requires the fubftantial reality, which 
may ftand the fcrutinizing eye of that Being, “ who 
fearches the heart.” Meaning therefore that the chriftian 
_ foould live and breathe in an atmofphere, as it were, of 
benevolence; fhe forbids whatever may tend to obftru& its 
- diffufion, or vitiate its purity. It is.on this principle, that 
emulation is forbidden ; fgr befides that this paflion almoft 
always degenerates into envy, and that it derives its origin 
chiefly from pride, and a defire of felf exaltation. How 
can we eafily love our neighbour as ourfelves, if we confider 
him at the fame time as our rival, and are intent upon fur- 
paffing him in the purfuit of whatever is the fubje& of 
competition ? 
Chriftianity again teaches us not to fet our hearts on 
worldly pofleffions and earthly honours ; and thereby pro+ 
vides for our really loving, or even cordially forgiving 
thofe, who have been more faccefsful than ourfelves in the 
attainment of them, or who have even defignedly thwarted 
usin the purfuit. ‘ Let the rich,”’ fays the apoftle, « re- 
joice in that he is brought low.” How can he, who 


ee Nal ee 
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means to attempt in any degree to obey this precept, be 
irreconcileable-towards any who may have been inftrumen- 
‘tal in his depreffion ? 

Chriftianity alfo teaches us not to prize human eftima- 
tion at a very high rate; and thereby provides for the 
practice of her injunétion, to love from the heart thofe, 
who juftly, or unjuftly, may have attacked our reputation, 
or injured our chara@ter. She commands not the thow, 
but the reality of meeknefs and gentlenefs; and by thus 
taking away the aliment of anger, and the fomenter of dif- 
cord, fhe provides for the maintenance of peace, and the 
reftoration of good temper among men, when it may have 

‘fuftained a temporary interruption. - : 

It is another capital excellence of chriftianity, that fhe 
values moral attainments at a far higher rate than intellec- 
tual acquifitions, and propofes to condué her followers to 
the heights of virtue, rather than of knowledge. On the 
contrary, moft of the falfe religious fyftems, which have 
prevailed in the world, have propofed to reward the labour 
of their votary, by drawing afide the veil which concealed 
from the vulgar eye their hidden myfteries, and by intro- 
ducing him to the knowledge of their deeper and hidden 
my tfteries. 

This is eminently the cafe in the Hindoo, and in the 
Mahometan religion, in that of China, and, for the moft 
part, in the various modifications of antient paganifm, 
On fyftems which proceed on this principle, it is obvious 
that the bulk of mankind can never make any great pro- 
ficiency. There was accordingly among the nations of an- 
tiquity, one fyftem, whatever it was, for the learned, and 


another for the illiterate. Many of the philofophers {poke 


Z 
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out, and profeffed to keep the lower orders in ignorance; 


for the general good ; plainly fuggelting that the bulk of . 


mankind was to be confidered as almoft of an inferiour 
Species. Ariftotle himfelf countenanced this opinion. 
An oppofite mode of proceeding naturally belongs to 
chriftianity, which without diflinétion, profeffes an equal 
regard for all human beings, and which was characterized 
by its firft promulgator, as the meflenger of “ glad tidings 
to the poor.” 


> 


Wilberforce’s Prattical Views. 





THE SUBFECT CONTINUED: 


CHARITY, or tendernefs for the poor, which is now” 


juftly confidered, by a great part of mankind, as infepara~ 
ble from piety, and in which almoft all the goodnefs of 


the prefent age confifts, is known only to thofe who ens - 
joy, either immediately, or by ia care the light of 


revelation. 


Thofe antient nations who have given us the wifelt 


models of government, and the brighteft examples of pat 
riotifm, whofe inftitutions have been tranfmitted by all 


fueceeding legiflations, and- whofe: hiftory is ftudied by - 


every candidate for particular military reputation, have 
yet left behind them no mention of alms houfes or hof. 


pitals, of places where age might repofe, or ficknefs be - 


relieved. 
The Roman emperours, indeed, gave large donations 
to the citizens and foldiers, but thefe diftributions were. 


always reckoned rather popular than virtuous ; nothing. 


; 
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more was intended, than an oftentation of liberality, nor 
was any recompence expected, but fuffrages and acclama- 
tions. 

Their beneficence was merely occafional ; he that ceafed 
to need the favour of the people, ceafed likewife to court 
it ; and therefore no man thought it either neceffary, or 
wife, to make any ftanding provifion for the needy, to look 
forward to the wants of pofterity, or to fecure fucceffions 
of charity, by fucceffions of diftrefs. * 

Compaffion is, by fome reafoners, on whom the name 
of philofophers has been too eafily conferred, refolved into 
an affection merely felfifh, an involuntary perception of 
pain, at the involuntary fight of a being like ourfelves, 
languifhing in mifery. But this fenfation, if ever it be 
felt at all from the brute inftin@ of uninftructed nature, — 
will only produce effets defultory and tranfient ; it will 
never fettle into a principle of ation, or extend relief to 
calamities unfeen, in generations not yet in being. 

The devotion of life, or fortune, to the fuccour of the © 
poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity has never 
rifen by its own power. The charity of the Mahometans 
is a precept, which their teacher evidently tranfplanted, 
from the doétrines of chriftianity ; and the care with which 
fome of the oriental feéts attend, as it is faid, to the ne- 
ceffities of the difeafed and indigent, may be added to the 
other arguments, which prove Zoroafter to have borrow- 


ed his inftitutions from the law of Mofes. 
Fobnfon’s Rambler. 
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Doctrine of the firft Difciples of the Founder of 
Chriftianity ; Parallel between thefe Difci- 
ples and the Sages of Paganifm. 


HAVING thus far attended to the voice of divine 
wifdom,* if I liften to thefe extraordinary men, whom fhe 
infpired, I fhall ftill believe 1 hear her voice, for it is ftill 
divine wi/dom that {peaks. I fhall not therefore inquire, 
whence thefe plain, artlefs fifhermen have been able to dic- 

‘tate to mankind a fyftem of morals fo far fuperiour to 
what reafon had till then conceived, a fyftem, in which 
all the duties of man are comprifed ; which refers them 
all to their true fource ; which forms into one family all 
the different focieties difperfed over the earth ; which 
binds clofely together all the members of that family ; 
which conneéts it with the great family of celeftial intel- 
ligences ; and which proclaims Him the father of thofe 
families, whofe goodnefs extends from the fparrow to the. 
cherubim. I fhall readily acknowledge, that fo fublime 
a philofophy did not take its rife in the turbid waters of 
the Jordan ; and that fo bright a light did not break out 
from the thick darknefs of the fynagogue. . 

1 fhall be confirmed ftill more in this opinion, if I have 
fufficient patience, or courage, to perufe the writings of 
the moft famous teachers} of that lofty and fanatical fo- 


* The author, in the two preceding chapters in his work, expa- 
tiates on the doétrine of the great Founder of chriftianity. _ 


+ The rabbins and talmudifts, the antient doctors of the Jewith 
nation, 
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ciety ; and if I compare their writings with thofe of the 
men, whom they perfecuted with fuch fury, becaufe their 
virtues irritated and offended them. What a montftrous 
farrago of dreams and vifions ! what abfurdities heaped 
upon abfurdities ! what licenfe of interpretation ! what a 
total forgetfulnefs of reafon! what infults to common 
fenfe ! : 

I afterwards direct my views towards the fages of pa- 
ganifm. I open the immortal works of Plato, Xenophon, 
and Cicero, and I obferve with joy thefe firft glimmerings 
of the light of reafon. But how weak, unfteady, and 
confufed they appear! what clouds overfhadow them. 
Day has not yet begun. The day ftar from on high has 
not yet appeared. But thefe fages hope for and expect 
its rifing.* 

The more I ftudy thefe fages of paganifm, the clearer 
does it appear to me, that they have not attained to that. 
perfection of doGtrine, which I difcover in the writings of 
the fifhermen and the tent maker. In the fages of pa. 
ganifm, the whole is not homogeneous, nor of the fame 
value ; they fometimes fay admirable things, and f{eem al- 
moft to be infpired ; but thefe things do not go fo near 
my heart, as thofe which I read in the works of thefe 


* Sce the fecond Alcibiades of Plato, where he makes Socrates 
fpeak thus. Wemuft wait for the coming of fome perfonage, who 
will teach us our duty towards God and mankind. Who will that 
be, replied Alcibiades, that will inftruét us ? It will be he who taketh 
care of you, anfwers Socrates. 

And in Phedon.—To come to the knowledge of thefe’ things ia 
this life is impoffible, or at leaft extremely difficult, unicfs we can ars 
rive at this knowledge by more certain means, fuch as a divine reve- 


lation. 
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men, whom human philofophy had not enlightened. In 
thefe I find a pathos, a gravity, a force of fentiment and 
thought ; I had almoft faid, a ftrength of nerves and of 
raufcles, which I do not meet with in the others. The 
firft penetrate the very receffes of my foul; the latter af- 
fe& only my underftanding. Then how greatly do the 
former exceed the others in the powers of perfuafion ! The 
reafon is, becaufe they have themfelves received fuller con- 
viGtion—T hey had feen, heard, and touched, 

_ I meet with many other chara¢teriftics, which create an 
immenfe difference between the difciples of the Meffiah 
and thofe of Socrates,* and ftill more thofe of Zeno. 
I ftop to confider thefe difcriminating circumftances ; and 
thofe which ftrike me moft in the former, are, that entire 
inattention to felf, which leaves no other fentiment to the 
foul, than that of the importance and grandeur of its ob= 
ject, and to the heart, ng other defire, than that of faith- 
fully fulfillmg its duty, and doing good to mankind ; that 
patience, the refult of refleCtion, which enables us to fup- 
port the trials of this life, not only becaufe it is great and 
philofophical to do fo, but becaufe they are the difpenfa- 
tions of a wife Providence, in whofe eyes refignation is 
the moft acceptable homage ; that elevation of thought, 
that dignified courage, which renders the foul fuperiour 
to all events, becaufe they render her fuperiour to herfelf; 
that conftant adherence to what is good and true, which 
nothing can ftagger, becaufe that truth and good are not 


* The wifeft of the Grecian philofophers, who lived about four 
centuries before Chrift. 


t Another Grecian philofopher, who. eftablithed the fe@ of the 
ftoics. 


? 
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the refult of opinion, but reft on the demonftration of the 
ie ; : RRS 
{pirit and of power, that juft eftimate of things. 
But how infinitely are fuch men above my feeble praife ! 
They have drawn their own \characters in their writings ; 3 
it is there they muft be confidered ; 3; and how isit poffible 


to draw any parallel between the difciples of divine wife 


dom and thofe of human philofophy. 
Bonnet’s Inquiries concerning Chriftianity. 
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SECTION X% 


The Suitablene{s of Chriftianity to the Wants. of 
_ Human Nature evinces its ra Original. 


‘ 


Pe ent and excellent Sir Matthew 
Hale Golerves, that, becaufe the chriltian religion was in=__ 
tended and inftituted for the good of mankind, whether 
poor or rich, learned or unlearned, fimple or prudent, wife — 
or weak, it was fitted with fuch plain, eafy, and evident 

directions, both for things to be known and thingsto be — 
done, in order to the attainment of the end, for which it 
was defigned, that might be underftood by any capacity, . 
that had the ordinary apd common ufe of reafon or human 

underftanding, and by the common afliftance of divine “a 
grace, might be pra&tifed by them. 

Certainly it was neceffary and becoming the wildom of 
the moft wife God, that religion and doétrine, which equal- 
ly concerned men ofall kinds and capacities, fhould be fo 
accommodated as to be ufeful to all. If the do&rine or 
precepts of the chriftian religion fhould have been delivey- 
ed in over fublime or feraphical expreffions, in high rhe- 
torical raptures, in intricate or fubtle phrafes or ftyle, or 
if it fhould have been furcharged with a multitude of pars 
ticulars, it would have been like a fealed book to the far 
greater part of mankind, who yet were equally concerned 
in the bufinefs and end of religion, with the greateft phi- 


Jofophers and clerks in the world. 


Hale's Conie-mplations. 
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IT is the beauty of the chriftian religion, that it is not 
held out exclufively to a few fele& f{pirits ; that it is not 
an object of {peculation, nor an exercife of ingenuity, b 







a rule of life, fuited to every condition, capacity, and tem. pe 
per» It is the glory of the chriftian religion to be, what = 
it was the glory of every pagan inftitution not to be, the A 
religion of the people ; and that which conftitutes its char- 
acteriftic value, is its fuitablenefs to the genius, condition, i; 
and necefiities of all mankind. 

For with whatever obfcurities it has pleafed Godto 
_ fhadow fome parts of his written word, yet he has gra- 
cioufly ordered, that whatever is neceflary fhould ‘be per- ce 
f -fpicuous alfo ; and though *‘ clouds and darknefs are the ~ 
habitations of his throne,” yet they are not the medium 
through which he has left us to difcover our duty. In 
this, as in all other points, it has a decided fuperiority 
over all the antient fyftems of philofophy, which were al- 
ways in many refpects impracticable and extravagant, be- 
caufe not framed from obfervations drawn from a perfect 
knowledge <* of what was in men.””? Whereas the whole 
{cheme of the gofpel is accommodated to real human na- 





ture; laying open its mortal difeafe ; prefenting its only 
remedy ; exhibiting rules of conduct, often difficult in- 
deed, but never impoffible; and where the rule was fo 
high that the practicability feemed defperate, holding out a 
living pattern, to elucidate the doétrine, and to iluftrate 
the’ precept ; offering every where the cleareft notions of 
what we have to hope, and what we have to fear; the 
ftrongeft injunGiens of what we are to believe; and the 
moft explicit direCtions of what we are to do. 
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In fhort, whoever examines the wants of his own heart, 
and the appropriated affiftance which the gofpel furnithes, 
will find them to be two tallies, which exaétly correfpond 
—an internal evidence, ftronger ae than any other, 
of the truth of revelation. 

This is the religion with which the i ingenuous fea of 
youth fhould be warmed, and by which their {pirits, while 
pliant, fhould be dire&ted. This will afford a “ lamp to 
their paths,”’ ftronger, fteadier, brighter than the feeble 

and -uncertain glimmer of a cold and comfortlefs Pye 
reenter: 
Religion of the Fafbionable World.* 


* This valuable little work was written by Mifs Hannah More, 
who has been long celebrated in the literary world for her ingenious 
publications. She is a native of Briftol in England. Fromher ear- 
lieft years, her time has been devoted to the improvement of het 
mind ; and fhe has, with much induftry, attained the Latin, French, 
Italian, and Spanifh languages, fo as to converfe and write poetry 
in each with facility. To which fhe added great knowledge in the 
Belles Lettres, Natural Philofophy, Mathematics, Hiftory, Meta- 
phyfics, and Divinity; and nearly an univerfal acquaintance with 
authors on all thefe fubjeas. 

Refpecting her charaster, fhe is not only ftri&tly moral, but truly 
pious; and in the caufe of religion and foviety, her labours are origin- 
al and indefatigable. ‘The induftrious poor are at once enlightened 
by her inftructions, and relieved by her bounty. She was one of the 
firft concerned in the eftablifhment of the Cheap Repofitory, and has 
been particularly aflifting in that work, by her excellent productions, 

Her {chool, which fhe fhares with her fifters, is of the higheft rep- 
utation, and many families of rank received their education there, 
She ig honoured with the friendfhip of many of the nobility, and al- 


moik every literary character inthe kingdom, It is faid,. the difcox- 


he 
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THERE are many people, who affect to fet up moral= 


ity againft religion ; and who, after having enlarged their 


own ideas of virtue, by the fublime precepts that are con- 


tained in the New Teftament, affert, that the pale planet, 

which they have decked in borrowed {plendour, would 
emit fufficient light to anfwer all our wants, eyen if the ra-_ 
diant fun of revelation was extinguifhed. The fituation 


of the pagan world at the coming of Chrift, proves how 
few difcoveries human nature was able to make in what 


_was mofl likely to promote the general welfare of fociety. _ 
Our Lord appeared in the Auguftan age, which concen- 


_ trated all the learning of preceding times, and when phi- 
lofophy had tried its utmoft to reform erroneous princi+ 
ples, and to introduce juft ideas of moral obligation. 


Many of the horrid enormities, which were then fanétioned,. 


not only by general practice, but by public inftitutions, 
are better buried in oblivicn. I will only mention two 
crimes, which moft of the Romans eftcemed meritorious, 
and marks of a noble charater, felf murder, and the thirft 
of vengeance. Should it be afked, whether the pure and 
holy religion, which exprefsly forbids thefe fatal caufes of 
diftrefsand difcord, has fucceeded in eradicating them out of 
chriftian countries ? I anfwer, that it is ever to be lament- 


ed, that our theory and our conduc fo little correfpond 3: 


but if the moft awful motives that can be offered to ovr: 


ers far more wit and genius in her converfation, than in her writings. 
The compiler has partly taken this brief account of Mifs More from. 


a létter, written by an Englifh gentleman to his friend, dated Februas 
ty 3d, 1789, 
Bae 


cle 


306 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


confideration, will not prevent proud, rebellious man from 
lifting up his hand againft his own life, or that of his fel- 
low creature, in a private quarrel, will a fenfe of proprie- 
ty, with regard to public good, check the felf murderer 
or the duelift, when his bofom boils with the frenzy of 
rage, madnefs, or defpair ? Public opinion unhappily urg- 
es him to the dreadful a& ; for it induces the thoughtlefs 
“many to point with derifion at the ruined gamefter, at 
the broken {peculator, and at the coward. If the thought 
of rufhing uncalled into the prefence of an awful judge, 
recent from an act of atrocious rebellion, will not appal 
the criminal, who meditates on fuch awful expedients, 
what has morality to hope from her fyftem of beauty and 
propriety ® Can fhe convince the man, whom want makes 
defperate, that poverty is noble ? Can fhe teach indignant 
pride, or fullen hatred, that the approbation of our own 
hearts is a fure defence againft undeferved contumely ? 
She has no motives to urge attention, no rewards to ftimu- 
jate an exertion fo laborious as that of fubduing ourfelves. 
Her language is, ‘ Exift in want, rather than brave an- 
nibilation; be difgraced and. miferable, rather than be 
nothing. It is moft probable that the prefent fcene is 
-your all. The world will fhun you, there is no recome | 
pence for patience ; weaknefs is thought to be defpica- 
ble ; but Ican prove that patience and meeknefs are vir- 
tues ; therefore practife them. Inthe folitary corner, 
in which you hide your forrows, you will have the fatis-* 
fa@tion of thinking that you do right during the few re- 
- maining years of your exiftence. Perhaps your reputa- 
tion may be traduced after you are dead; perhaps the 
tine reafons of your condu@ may then be afcertained, and 
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pofterity may juftify and admire you ; but if you fink in- 
to nothing, this praife or cenfure will be alike indifferent.?? 
Such are the only diffuafives that morality can urge, to 
turn the fuicide from his dreadful purpofe. For, if the 
affirms the certainty of another life, or urges: the rewar ds 
which fuffering innocence may there hope to enjoy, ‘the 
fteals the arguments of that celeftial advocate, whofe office 
he arrogantly claims. It is the peculiar occupation of re 
‘ligion to fuccour and confole the unfortunate. In the 
moft calamitous, affli@ting fituation, the chriftian will not 
dare to offend an omnifcient, all powerful God, who can. 
either punifh or reward him throughout eternity ; 3 who 
ean infinitely overbalance the temporary chaftifements 
which it is good for him to endure, or purfue his rebel- 
lious contumacy through every period of an eternal exift- 
ence. How muft the mind of the true believer be foothed, 
while fuffering under the pangs of oppreffion and calumny, 
by confidering that God will avenge his caufe, and that 
his innocence fhall one day be cigars before men and 


angels. 
Weft’s Letters to a Young Man on his 


Firft Entrance into Life.* | & 


* Mrs. Welt, from whom the above extract is taken, has diftin 
guifhed herfelf in the.literary world, and enlifted her talents under 
the banners of morality and religion. 


joe EXCELLENCE OF THE 
SHC TLONAXE 


The Sublime Nature of the Future Rewards; 
which are promifed to Chriftians, evinces the 
Divine-Original of Revealed Religion. 


~ Every religion promifes to virtue: 
eternal rewards in another life ; but the chriftian religion 
is the only one, which has promifed to man an happinefs 
worthy of an immortal and fufceptible foul. ‘The form: 
of man’s body, of that mortal fpoil, which he muft one. 
day quit, is certainly not that which diftinguifhes him from: 
‘animals ; therefore it is evidently a falfe religion, which 
only promifes him for recompence, after this life, the. 
pleafures of the fenfes. According to this fingle reflec-. 
tion, I difcover eafily in Mahomet an impoftor, who is 
equally ignorant of the dignity of man, and of the happi- 
nefs which is proper for him. Other impoftors have. 
promifed, to grofs and ferocious people, that they fhould 
enjoy after death the cruel pleafure of exercifing upon - 
their enemies an eternal vengeance. In the elyfian fields of: 
the pagans, the happy fhades, forever deprived of paffions 
and defires, walked im groves perpetually verdant, and 
amufed themfelves in peace. This is the monotonous 
defcription of foft leifure and repofe, and not of felicity. 
{t is upon earth that man ought to feek for repofe, in- 
ficad of happinefs, which he.cannot find there; it is upon 
earth that man ought to moderate his defires, becaufe 
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nothing can fatisfy them ; finally, it is there that reafor 

prefcribes to him, not to love to excefs any created object, 

fince every paffionate attachment, even the moft legitimate, 

is for him an inexhauftible fource of mental inquietude 

and devouring pain. Neverthelefs, it is not in vain that. 

the Creator has given him that aétive fenfibility, which 

he is inceflantly- obliged to fupprefs. The ‘moments of 
lively and tranfient happinefs, which it procures, give him 

at leaft an idea of real felicity. He perceives that the 
power alone of loving can produce it ; but will it be by a 
paffionate attachment to frail and imperfeét creatures like 
himfelf ; and with the frightful certainty. of being fooner 

or later feparated from them by death ? Certainly no. 
To love with ardour, with tranfport, and yet without in- 

_ quietude and jealoufy ; to find in the obje& of one’s love 
the only model of perfeCtion, to fee it at the height of 
glory, and abfolutely fovereign of all that exifts ; this is 

the ravifhing and fublime idea of fupreme felicity ; and 

fuch is the eternal futurity, which religion promifes to 

virtue. © you, who alone deferve to be confulted upon 

the nature of happinefs made for man ; you who alone have 
a right to conceive and to define it ; fufceptible fouls, do 
not thefe divine promifes fulfil all the wihhes you can form ? 

Could it be poffible that you fhould not be attracted by a 

religion, which gives you fuch hopes? For my part, I 

find in the defcription of eternal happinefs, all that can 
charm the mind, exalt the imagination, and affect the 

heart. Alas, if God deigns to pardon me, my weak. 

neffes and faults, the inftant my foul fhall be difengaged 

from its terreftrial bondage, 1 fhall be ftruck with the pier 

cing and uficlouded light of truth! That inftin& peculiar 
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to man, that defire of inftru€ion, which weak, human 
knowledge irritates without fatisfying, that eager curiofi- 
ty will be fully gratified; I fhall know all, comprehend | 
all; there will be no more enigmas, obfcurities, or myfte- 
ries for me; my exiftence being thus become immortal, 
my genius will extend itfelf, and embrace infinity. Pure. 
and divine pleafures, if 1 cannot yet enjoy you, I can at 
leaft conceive what your nature is; you are only the pleaf- 
‘ures of the mind, © But how fhall 1 comprehend, how 
thall I reprefent, in its fulleft extent, this inexpreffible hap- 
pinefs which the immortal foul will enjoy ? the foul purifi- - 
ed and difengaged from its vicious inclinations, and felf 
created paffions ; that foul whofe energy will be propor- 
_ tioned to its boundlefs duration! I fhall fee the Creator 
of heaven and the univerfe, the fource and model of true 
perfection ; 1 fhall be capable of being infpired with all 
the affe&tion, ‘gratitude, and admiration, that are due to 
him; I fhall be encompafed by his fupreme glory; I 
fhall love with an ardour, of which it is impoffible we can 
have a juft idea, becaufe we have loved weak, changeable, 
imperfe&t and perifhable beings only ; my love of God 
will be like himfelf, immutable, eternal, and infinite ; and 
this love will be the foundation of my glory, as well as 
my happinefs! Fear and conflis will be no more; I 
fhall love fecurely, paffionately, and forever! The religion, 
which promifes fuch recompences, is certainly the true ree 
ligion! Reafon will be fatisfied with this one proof. All 
other religions have promifed pleafures only, independent ~ 
of the foul, or repofe; he who formed the heart of man, 
could alone difcover to him the fource and image of true 
felicity. . When he informs me of my deftiny, 1 know the 
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voice of my Creator; he promifes me the only good, 
which can fully fatisfy the defire of my foul.* == 
Genlis’ tihice on Religions 


pe 
of 





THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 





Mr.. ADDISON remaks, that, itis an dgtecabies: enter. ee Le 


tainment, to refle&t on the various fhapes under which 
the doétrine of the immortality of the foul has appeared: — 
in the world. The Pythagorean tran{migration, the fen- 
fual habitation of the Mahometan, and the fhady realms 
of Plato, do all agree in the main points, the continuation 
of our exiftence, and the diftribution of rewards and pun- 
ifhments, proportioned to the merits or demerits of ioe 


in this life. 
But in all thefe fchemes there is fomething grofs and 


improbable. Whereas nothing can be more rational and 

¥ The above is extracted from a work, entitled,“ Religion confid- 
ered as the only bafis of Happinefs and true Philofophy, in which the 
principles of modern pretended philofophers are laid open and refuted.” 
This valuable publication was written by the Marchionefs de Sillery, 


formerly Countefs de Genlis, a French lady, who has favoured the _ 


world with many ingenious productions, She was felected in early 


life by the late Duke of Orleans, as preceptrefs to histwo fons; and 


_ how well the was qualified for that office, may be feen in her nume- 


rous works on education and morals, Her“ Theatre of Education” 


is at once captivating and inftructive, and in lefs than a year from its 
firft publication was tranflated into fix different languages.. Having 
loft her hufband under the fanguinary tyranny of Robefpierre, the 


fought an affylum from revolutionary horrours in the duchy of Hol- 


ftein. 
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fublime, than the chriftian idea of a future flate. Eye 
hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to. conceive, the things which God hath 
prepared for thofe that love him. The above mentioned 
{chemes are narrow tran{cripts of our prefent flate ; but 
in this indefinite defcription, there is fomething indefinite- 
ly great and noble. The mind of man muft be raifed to 
a higher pitch, not only to partake the enjoyments of 
__ the chriftian paradife, but even to be able to frame any 

<  gotion of them. 

é Addifon’s Evidences. 


‘CHRISTIAN RELIGION. ae 


Re 


“SEC D 10 NWR Le hates 


The o Nef ity of Religion t0 j Siphon and Cofole Z 
us under the many Evils of Life, and at the 
Hour of Death, a Proof fi its: Excellence and ea 


Divine ions 


Motrrrupes who have wafted 
their time in folly and diffipation, under a total rejeGion 


of chriftianity, have, in feafons of adverfity, confeffed their . 
_ need of religious confolation ; and multitudes, whom in- ° 


fidel principles have led into vicious courfes, have, at the 
awful moment of death, reflected with deep concern on 
their paft lives, and have been ready to exclaim with Ba- 
laam, let us die the death of the righteous, and let our laft end 
be like bis. 

The celebrated Mr. Addifon thus expreffes his fenti- 
ments, refpeCting the confolation which is derived from 
religion. 

The profpeét of a future ftate, fays he, is the fecret 
comfort and refrefhment of my foul. It is that which 


makes nature look cheerful about me ; it doubles all my 


pleafures, and fupports me under all my affliftions. I can 
look at difappointments and misfortunes, pain and ficknefs, 
death itfelf, and what is worfe than death, the lofs of 


thofe who are deareft to me, with indifference, fo long as 
1 keep in view the pleafures of eternity, and the ftate of 


being, in which there will be no fears nor apprchenfions, 


Cc 


A eB a eh 
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pains nor forrows, ficknefs nor feparation. Why will any 
man be fo impertinently officious, as to tell me all this is 
fancy and delufion ? Is there any merit in being the mef- 
fenger of ill news ? If it is a dream, let me enjoy at, fince 
it makes me both the happier and the wifer man, 

The great received articles of the chriftian religion have 
been fo clearly proved, from the authority of that divine 
revelation in which they are delivered, that it is impoffible 
for thofe, who have ears to hear, and eyes to fee, not to 
be convinced of them ; but were it poffible for any thing 
in the chriftian faith to be erroneous, I can find no ill con- 
fequences in-adhering to it. The infidel himfelf muft al- 
low, that no other fyftem of religion could fo fie ually 
contribute to the heightening of morality. 

Evidences of the Chriflian Religion. 


EEN TE 





THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


THE neceflity of religious confolations to fupport us 
under the lofs of near and dear friends is thus feelingly 
defcribed by the great Dr. Johnfon. 

The lofs of a friend, upon whom the heart was fixed, 
to whom every wifh and endeavour tended, isa flate of 
dreary defolation, in which the mind looks abroad impa- 
tient of itfelf, and finds nothing but emptinefs and horrour. 

Thefe are the calamities, by which Providence gradually 
difengages us from the love of life. Other evils, fortitude 
may repel, of hope may mitigate ; but irreparable priva- 
tion leaves nothing to exercife refolution, or flatter expec- 


/ 
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tation. The dead cannot return, and nothing is left us 
here but languifhment and grief. . 

Yet fuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever lives 
long muft-outlive thofe whom he loves and honours. 
Such is the condition of our prefent exiftence, that life 
muft one day lofe its affociations, and every inhabitant of 
the earth muft walk downward to the grave alone and un= 





regarded, without any partner of his joy or grief, without 
any interefted witnefs of his misfortunes or fuccefs. 

We know little of the ftate of departed fouls, becaufe 
fuch knowledge is not neceflary to a good life. Reafon 
deferts us at the brink of the grave, and can give no far~ 
ther intelligence. Revelation is not-wholly filent. There 
is joy in the angels of Heaven over one fianer that repenteth 3 
and furely this joy is not incommunicable to fouls difen- 
tangled from the body, and made like angels. 

Let hope therefore diftate what revelation does not 
confute, that the union of fouls may {till remain ; and that 
we who are ftruggling with fin, forrow, and infirmities, 
may have our part in the attention and kindnefs of thofe 
who have finifhed their courfe, and are now receiving 
their reward. . 

Thefe are the great occafions, which force the mind 
to take refuge in religion ; when we have no help in our- 
felves, what can remain, but that we look up to a higher 
and a greater Power? And to what hope may we not 
raife our eyes and hearts, when we confider that the 
greateft power is the beft ? 

Surely there is no’man, who, thus affliGted,. does not 
feek fuccour in the gofpel, which has brought life and 
immortality to light. The precepts of Epicurus, who 
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a teaches us to endure what the laws of the univerfe make 
“neceffary, may filence, but not content us. The diGates 
geerse Zeno, who commands us to look with indifference en 
external things, may difpofe us to conceal our forrow, but 
cannot affuage it. Real alleviation of the lofs of friends, 
and rational tranquillity in the profpeét of our own diffolu- 
Bacio canbe received only from the promifes of him in whofe 
hands are life and death, and from the affurance of anoth- 
er and better ftate, in which all tears will be wiped from. 
the eyes, and the whole foul thall be filled with joy. 
: Philofophy may infufe ftubbornnefs, but religion alone 
san give patience. . 


a “ Silas Ramblers 
ae t 







THE b SUBJECT CONTINUED. é 
“THE celebrated Baron Haller, in his Teiters to his 
Daughter, gives feeling reprefentations of the mifery of 
human life, and of the fitnefs of the chriftian religion, to 


remedy that mifery. He obferves, that the enemies of 


revelation have fometimes made a confeffion well ‘worthy : 
our attention. They acknowledge, that .a chriftians: 
whofe faith notwithftandin g in their opinion is chimerical, 

ceafes not to be happy, even at the time when his body 

is almof deprived of its vivifying powers, and is haften- 
ing to a ftate of corruption ; at that moment, in which 
the foul feems deprived of every fupport. They confefs, 


that his hopes, however ill founded they efteem them, = 


never forfalee him;- SButembolden 'and encourage hint to 


the laft. " His faith, fay they, infpires him with refolu. 
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tion. “Armed with this, he dares look Meath 1 in the face ; ee 


becaufe, after this period of exiftence is finithed, wee ek: 
_ tends his view to an eternity of happinefs. i 
 Haller’s Letters to his Davghtors ; 


3 Be ig oi a = 
THE suayect CONTINUED: 


"Dr. BEATTIE, in the eloquent ‘conden of ae 
 Effay on the Immutability of Truth,” {peaking of fcep~ 
tics and deifts, very juftly obferves;. Careffed by thofe- 


s who call themfelves the great, engroffed by the formali- 
ties and fopperies of life, intoxicated with vanity, pam-: 


pered with adulation, diffipated in the tumult of bufinefs, 


or amidft the viciflitudes of folly, they perhaps have little © 


need and little relith for the confolations of religion, But 
“Tet them know; that i in the folitary fcenes of life, there 


is many an honeft and tender heart pining with incurable: 


anguifh, pierced with the tharpeft fting of difappointment, 
bereft of friends, chilled with “poverty, racked with dif 
éafe, fcourged with the oppreffor, whom ndtiong. but truft 
in Providence, and the hope of a future retributios 







_ preferve from the agonies of defpair. Andd 
facrilegious hands attempt to violate the laft refuge of the 
aniferable, and to rob them of the pnly comfort that has 
furvived the ravages of misfortunes, malice, and tyranny ! 
Did it never happen, that the influence of your tenets dif. 

turbed the tranquillity of virtuous retirement, deepened 
the gloom of human diftrefs, or aggravated the hort ours 
of the grave? Ye traitors to human kind, ye murderers 


of the human foul, how can ye anfwer for it to: your own - 


Coe 
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© hearts? Surely every {park of your generofity is extin- 
guifhed forever, if this confideration do not awaken in you | 
the keeneft remorfe. oh 


Beattie on the Tatnatabllty of Truth. 


¥ 





THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 


~ THERE are many, fays Dr. Gregory, who have pafl- 
ed the age of youth and beauty, who have refigned the 
pleafures of that {miling feafon, who begin to decline in- 
to the vale of years, impaired in their health, depreffed in 
their fortunes, ftript of their friends, their children, and 
perhaps ftill more tender and endearing conneCtions. 
What refource can the world afford them? It prefents a 
dark and dreary watte, through which there does not if- 
fue a fingle ray of comfort. Every delufive profpe& of 


ambition is now at an end; long experience of mankind, 


an experience very different from what the open and gen- 
erous heart of youth had fondly dreampt of, ‘has rendered 
the heart almoft inacceffible to friend{hip. The principal 
fources ‘of activity are taken away, when thofe for whom 
we labour are cut-off from us, when thofe who animated, 
and thofe who {weetened all the toils of life, are gone to 
the filent grave. Where then can the foul find refuge 
but in the bofom of religion? There fhe is admitted to ~ 
thofe profpe&ts of providence and futurity, which alone 
can warm and fill the heart. I fpeak here of fuch as ree 
tain the feelings of humanity, whom misfortunes have 


foftened, and perhaps rendered more delicately fenfible 
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i ed 
Pict of fuch a8 poffefs that ftupid infenfibility, which fome _ 
are pleafed to dignify with the name of philofophy. 
“It fhould therefore be expected that thofe philofophers, . 
who never felt the want of religious confolations, would 


yet have the humanity to confider the very different ft: . 
ation of the reft of mankind; and not endeavour to dea 


prive them of what habit, at leaft, if they will not allow 





it to be nature, has made neceflary to their morals, and to Si 


their happinefs. It might be expeGed that, humanity 
would prevent them from breaking into the laft ‘retreat 
of the unfortunate, whe can no longer be objects of their 
envy or refentment, and tearing from them their only re. 
maining comfort. The attempt to ridicule religion may _ 
be agreeable to fome, by relieving them from a reftraint 

on their pleafure ; and may render others very miferable, 
by making them doubt thefe truths, in which they | were 
moft deeply interefted, but it can convey real gad a Ga 
happinefs to no one individual. a 


Comparative Fie 





g20 ‘EXCELLENCE OF THE | a 
SECTION XIU. 


The Manner ix which the Bake op the Olt tnd 
New Teftament have been banded down from 
Age to Age, proves both their Genuinene/s, and 


the Truth of the Hahei ge Facts contained in in: 
3s - them.* Re : 


> 


ee 


“Fok fc rft, it refembles the manner in’ 
which all other genuine books, and true hiftories have tS 
‘been conveyed down to poiterity. As the writings “of: the : 
Greek and Roman poets, orators, philofophers, and hif- 
torians, were elteemed by thefe nations to be tranfmitted.- 71 
to them, by thee forefatheds, in a continued fucceffion, 
from the times when the re{pective authors: lived, fo have 
the books of the Old Teftament, by | the Jewifh nation, | 
and thofe of the New, by fhe chriftians ; and it is an ad= 
ditional evidence, in the laft cafe, that the primitive chrif- 
tians were not a diftin@ nation, but a great multitude of 
people, difperfed through all the nations of the Roman 
empire, and even extending itfelf beyond the bounds of 
that empire. As the Greeks and the Romans always be- 
lieved the principal fats of their hiftorical books, fo the 





& 
q 
i 


a 
a elas, 


gain ee 


* The ingenious Dr. Hartley, whofe works area treafure to every 
fcientific mind, has ftated the evidences for the truth of chriitianity, 
in a clear, convincing, and perfpicuous manner. ‘This and the three 
following fedtions, are felected and abridged from the writings of 
that eminently great and learned man, 
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« Jews and chriftians did more, and never feem to have 
doubted the truth of any part of theirs. In fhort, what. 
- ever can be faid of the traditional authority due ‘to. the | 
Greek and Roman writers, fomething analogous to this, ; 
and for the moft part of greater weight, may be urged. 
for the Jewith and chriftian. Now as all fober minded 
men admit the books cufually aferibed to the Greek and a 
Roman kiftorians, philofophers, &c. to be genuine, and = 
the principal facts related or alluded to in them to be true, — 
and that one chief evidence for this is the general tradi- te 





tionary one here recited, they ought therefore to pay 
the fame regard to the books of the Old and New Tefta- 
~ ment, fince there are the fame or greater reafons for i ite 

_ Secondly, if we confider the cireumftances recited i in- rahe . 
laft paragraph, ‘it will appear, that thefe traditionary eVie 
ences are fufficient ones ; and we fhall have a real argue 
ment, as well as one ad hominem, for receiving books fo 
handed down to us. For it is not to be conceived, ‘that 
whole nations fhould either. be impofed upon themfelves, 
or concur to deceive others, by forgeries of books or facts, 
Thefe books and fas muft therefore, in general, be gen= 
‘uine and true; andit isa flrong additional evidence of 
this, that all nations muft be jealous of forgeries, for the 
fame reafons that we are. ’ 


Hartley’s Obfervations on Man, Vol. IL, 
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SECTION XIV. 


The Agreement of the Books of the Old and New 
Teftaments with themfelves and with each 
other, is an Argument both of their Genuines 

. be and Truth. : 


eo fs truth of this pipette: will be 

evident, if a fufficient number of thefe mutual agreements 
can be made out. It is never found, that any fingle per- 
fon, who deviates much from the truth, can be fo perfeGtly 

upon his guard as to be always confiftent with himfelf. 
Much lefs therefore can this happen in the cafe of a num- 
ber, living alfo in different ages. Nothing can make them 
confiftent, but their copying faithfully after real fa&ts. 
The inftances will make this clearer. 

The laws of the Ifraelites are contained in the penta- . 
teuch, and referred to in a great variety of ways, dire& 
and indire&, in the hiftorical books, in the Pfalms, and in 
the prophecies. The hiftorical faéts alfo in the preced- 
ing books are often referred to in thofe that fucceed, and 
in the Pfalms and prophecies. In like manner the gof- 
pels have the greateft harmony with each other, and the 
Epiftles of St. Paul with the A&s of the Apoftles. And 
indeed one may fay, that there is fcarce any book of either 
Old or New Teftament, which may not be fhewn to refer 
to many of the reft, in fome way or other. For it is to 
be obferved, that the Bible has been ftudied and comment- 
ed upon far more than any other book whatfoever ; and 


if 
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that it has been,the bufinefs of believers in all ages to find 
out the mutual relations of its parts, and of unbelievers to 
fearch for inconfiftencies ;-alfo that the firft meet every 
day with more and more evidences in favour of the {crip-_ 
tures, from the mutual agreements and coincidences here 
eonfidered ; and that unbelievers have never been able to | 
allege any inconfiftencies that could in the leaft invalidate _ 
the truth of the principal facts ; I think, not even affea — 
’ the divine infpiration of the hiftorical books, according to 
the fecond or third hypothefis above mentioned. 

It will probably illuftrate this propofition, to bring a 
parallel inftance from the Roman writers. Suppofe then 
that no more remained of thefe writers than Livy, Tully, 
and Horace. Would they not by their references to the: 
fame fats and cuftoms, by the famenefs of ftyle in the 
fame writer, and differences in the different ones, and num. 
berlefs other fuch like circumftances of critical confidera- 
tion, prove themfelves; and one another to'be genuine, 
and the principal facts related or alluded to, to be true ? 

It is alfo to be obferved, that this mutual harmony and 
felf confiftency, in its ultimate ratio, is the whole of the 
evidence which we have for fa&ts done in antient times or 
diftant places. ‘Thus, if a perfon was fo {ceptical as to 
call in queftion the whole Roman hiftory, even the mott 
notorious faéts, as their conquette firft of Italy and then of 
the neighbouring countries, the death of Cefar, and the 
fall of the weftern empire by the invafion of the Goths 
and Vandals, with all the evidences of thefe from books, 
infcriptions, coins, cuftoms, &c. as being all forged in or- 
der to déceive, one could only fhew him, that it is incon- 


fient with what he fees of human nature ; to fuppofe that 
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there fhould be fuch a combination to deceive, or that the 
agreement of thefe evidences with each other is far too 
great to be the effect of any fuch fraudulent defi ign, of 
chance, &c. And all thefe arguments are in effe& only 
bringing a number of concurring evidences, whofe fum 
total foon approaches to the ultimate limit i. e. to unity, 
or abfolute certainty, nearer than by any diftinguifhable 
difference. It does not therefore import, in refpe&t of 
real ‘conviétion, after a certain number are brought, 
whether we bring any more or-no ; they can only add this 
imperceptible defe, ie. ined eaeae. Thus I 
fuppofe that the remaining writings of Livy, Tully, and 
Horace alone would fatisfy any impartial man fo much of 
the general extenfivenefs of the Roman conquetts, &c. that 
nothing perceptible could be added to his conviction, no - 


‘more than any common event can or ever does in fa&t, ap- 


pear more credible from the teftimony of a thoufand, than 
of ten or twenty witneffes of approved integrity. And 
whoever will apply this reafoning to the prefent cafe, 
muft perceive, that the numberlefs, minute, dire€t, and in- 
dire&t agreements and coincidences, that prefent them- 
{elves to all diligent readers of the f{criptures, prove their 
truth and genuinenefs beyond all contradiction. 

As to thofe few and fmall apparent inconfiftencies, 
which are foundyin the feriptures, one may obferve, that 
they decreafe every day as learned men inquire farther ; 
and that were the feriptures perfeGily exa€t in every par- 
ticular, there muft be fome apparent difficulties, arifing 
merely froni our ignorance of antient languages, cuftoms, 
diftant places, &c. and confequently, that if thefe be not 
more than our ignorance makes it reafonable to expe@, 
they are no objection at all. 
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The A lereement of the Scriptures with Hiftory, 
natural and civil, is a Proof of their ce 
inenefs and Truth. | : 


Tuus the hiftory of the fall agrees. 
in an eminent manner with the obvious fads of ue 
forrow, pain, and death, with what we fee and feel every. 
day, and with all our philofophical: inquiries into the 
-frame of the human mind, the nature of focial life, and : 
the origin of evil. The feveral powers of the little world — 
within a man’s own breaft are at variance with one an- 
other, as well as thofe of the great world ; we are utterly 
unable to give a complete folution of the origin of the 
evils which flow from thefe difcords, and from the jarring 
of the elements of the natural world; and yet there are 
comfortable hopes, that all evil will be overpowered and 
annihilated at laft, and that it has an entire fubferviency 
to good really and ultimately, i.e. though the /erpent 
bruife our heel, yet we fall bruife its head. 

Natural hiftory bears a ftrong teftimony to Mofes’ ac- 
count of the deluge ; and fhews that it muft have been 
univerfal, or nearly fo, however difficult it may be to us, 
either to find fources for fo great a body of waters, or 
methods of removing them. 

Civil hiftory affords likewife many evidences, which 
fupport the Mofaic account of the deluge. Thus, jiz/, 

Dob 


f 
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We find For pagan authors, that the tradition of a flood 
was general, or even univerfal. Secondly, The paucity of 
mankind, and the vatt tra@s of uninhabited land, which 
are mentioned in the accounts of the firft ages, fhew that 
mankind are lately fprung from a {mall ftock, and even 
fait the time affigned by Mofes for the flood. Thirdly, 
The great numberof {mall kingdoms and petty ftates in 
the firft ages, and the late rife of the great’empires of 
Egypt, Affyria, Babylon, &c. concur to the fame pur- 
‘pofe. Fourthly, The invention and progrefs of arts and 
fciences concur likewife, and this laft favours the Mofaic 
hiftory o¥ the antideluvians. For as he mentions little of 
their arts, fo it appears from the late invention of them 
after the flood, that thofe which were preferved from it 
were poffeffed of few. 
The next great event, recorded in facred hiftory, i is the 
confufion of languages. \Now the Mofaic account of this 
appears highly probable, if we firit allow that of the del- 
uge. For it feemss impoffible to explain how the known 
languages should arife from one ftock, Let any one try 
only in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and Englifh. The chan- 
ges which have happened in languages fince hiftory has 
been certain, do not at all correfpond to a fuppofition of 
this kind. There is too much of method and art in the 
Greek and Latin tongues, for them to have been the in- 
vention of a rude and barbarous people ; and they differ 
too much from Hebrew, Arabic, &c. to have flowed from 
them without defign. 
The difperfion of the three fons of Noah into different 
countries, related in the tenth chapter of Genefis, comes 


next under confideration, being the confequence, not the 
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caufe of the diverfity of languages. Now here antiquari- 
ans and learned men feem to be fully agreed, that the — 
Mofaic account is confirmed, as much as can be expetted f 


in our prefent ignorance of the ftate of antient nations. 


And it is to be obferved of all the articles treated of une 
der this propofition, that we,* who live in the north wett Z 
corner of Europe, lie under great difadvantages in fuch 
refearches. However, fince thofe who have ftudied the — 
oriental languages and hiftories, or have travelled into the 
eaftern parts, have made many difcoveriés of late years, 

which have furprifingly confirmed the Scripture accounts, 
»we may hope and prefume, that if either our learned men 
be hereafter fuffered to have free accefs to thofe parts, or 
the natives themfelves become learned, both which are 
furely probable in the higheft degree, numberlefs unex- 
pecied evidences for the truth of the {cripture hiftory gril 
be brought to light. 


Let us next come to the ftate of religion in the an t ae 


poftdeluvian world, according to Mofes and the fucceet l- 


ing facred hiftorians. The poftdeluvian patriarchs then 
appear to have worfhipped the one Supreme Being by 
facrifices, but in a fimple manner, and to have had frequent 
divine communications. By degrees their pofterity fell 
off to idolatry, worfhipped the fun, moon, and ftars, deifi- 
ed dead men, and polluted themfelves with the moft im. 
pure and abominable inftitutions, The Ifraelites alone 
were kept to the worfhip of the true God, and even they 


were Often infected with their idolatrous neighbours. 


‘Now all this is perfetly agreeable to what we find 1n pa- 


* It is to be noted that this extrac is taken from a Britifh author. 
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gan hiftory. The idolatries of the pagans are acknowl- 
edged on all hands. © It appears alfo from pagan hiftery, 
that they grew up by degrees, as the {eriptures intimate. 
All the pagan religions appear to have had the worfhip of 


‘one God fuperiour to the reit, as their common founda- 


tion. They all endeavoured to render him propitious by 
facrifice, which furely cannot be an human invention, nor 


~a cuftom, which if invented in one nation, would be readi- 


ly propagated in another. They all joined mediatorial 


and inferiour, alfo local and tetular deities to the one God. 


y 


And they all tanght the frequency of divine communica- 
tions.. Hence the pagan religions appear to be merely 


“the degenerated offspring of patriarchal revelation, and to 


infer them as their caufe. Hence the pretences of kings, 
lawgivers, and great men, to infpiration, with the creduli- 
ty of the multitude. That there had been divine com- 
munications was beyond Wifpute ; and therefore all that 


reluGtance to admit them, which appears in the prefent 


age, was overruled. At firft there were no impoftors. 
When therefore they did arife, it would not be eafy for 
the multitude to diftinguifh between thofe who had really 
divine communications, and thofe who only pretended to 
them ; till at laft, all real infpiration having ceafed among 
the gentile world, their feveral religions kept poffeffion 
merely by the force of education, fraud in the prieft, and 
fear in the people, | and even thefe fupports began to fail 
at laft, about the time of Chrift’s coming. And thas 
many things, which have been thought to weaken the ev- 
idences for the fcripture accounts, are found to ftrength- 
en them, by flowing naturally from that ftate of religion 
in antient times, and from that only which the feripture 
delivers, id 
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It is remarkable, that not only the dire relations of 
the hiftorical books, but the indire&, incidental mention. 
of things in the prophecies, tallies with true chronolo- 
gy, which furely is fuch an evidence for their genuinenefs 
and truth, as cannot be called in queftion. And, upon. 
the whole, it may be obferved, that the facred hiftory-is ig 
diftin@, methodical, and confiftent throughout ;, the pro- 
fane, utterly deficient in the firft ages, obfcure and full’o Ca 
fictions in the fucceeding ones ;,and that it is, but jot clear 
and precife in the principal facts about. the time that the 
facred hiftory ends. So that this eorreéts and regulates 
that, and renders it intelligible in: many inflances, which 
mutt otherwife be given upas utterly inexplicable. How 
then can we fuppofe: the facred hiftory not to be genu- 


ine and true, or a wicked impoftor to rife up, and continue 
not only undifeovered, but even to increafe to a: moft au- 










dacious licight, in a nation which of all others kept the | 
moft exaG accounts of time: I will add one remark 
~ more ; this fame nation, who may not have loft fo much 
as one year from the creation of the world to the Baby- 
lonifh captivity, as foon as they were deprived of the af- 
fiftance-of prophets, became moftinaccurate in their methe- 
ods of keeping time, there being nothing more erroneous 
than the aceounts of Jofephus, and the modern Jews, 
from the time of Cyrus to that of Alexander the Great 3: 
notwithftanding that all the requifite affiftances might eafi- 
ly have been borrowed from the neighbouring nations, who 
kept regular annals. Hence it appears, that the exadtnels 
of the facred:- hiftory was owing to the divine afliftance. 

It is alfo an evidence in. favour of the {criptures, that . 
the manners of the perfons therein. mentioned have that. 


Doz 


oy 
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fimplicity and plainnefs, which is afctibed to the firt 
ages of the world by pagan writers ; and both of them 
concur, by this, to intimate the aerelty 0 of the then pref- 
ent race, i. e. the deluge. 

Befides thefe atteftations from profane hiftory, we may 
confider the Jews themfelves as bearing teftimony to this 
day, in all countries of the world, to the truth of their an- 
tient hiftory, i.e. to that of the Old and New Teftament. 

Allow this, and it will be eafy to fee how they fhould 
- full perfift in their attachment to that religion, thofe laws,. 
and thofe prophecies, which fo manifeltly condemn them, 
both.in paft times, and in the prefent. Suppofe any con- 
fiderable alteration made in their antient hiftory, i. € any 
fuch as may-anfwer the purpofes of spacey and their 
prefent {tate will be inexplicable. 

The books of the New ‘Feftament are verified by hifto- 
ry in a fuil more illuftrious manner ; thofe books being 

written, and the fats mentioned therein, tranfaGed during 
the times of Auguftus, Tiberius, and the fucceeding Ce-. 
fars. Here we may obferve, 

Firff, That the incidental mention of the Roman em- 
perours, governours of Judea, and the neighbouring prov- 
inces, the Jewith high priefts, fe€ts of the Jews, and their 
euftoms, of places, and of tranfaCtions, is found to be per- 
fe€tly agreeable to the hiftory of thefe times. And as 
the whole number of thefe particulars is very great, they 

- may be reckoned a full proof of the genuinenefs of the 
books of the New Teftament, it being impoffible for a per- 
fon who had forged them, i. e. who was not an eye and ear 
- witnefs, and otherwife concerned with the tranfa¢tions as the 
books require, but who had invented many hiftories and cir- 
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cumflances, &c. not to have been deficient: ferent and 


erroneous. Noman’s memory and knowledge is fufficient 
for fuch an adaptation of feigned circumitances, and ef- 


pecially where the mention is incidental. Let any one 


confider how often the belt poets fail in this, who yet en~ 
deavour not to vary fromthe manners and cuftoms of the ce 


age of which they write; at the fame time that poetry 


neither requires nor admits fo great a minutenefs inthe 
Ni ra = 
particular circumftances of time, place, and perfon,-as the 


writers of the New Teftament have defcended to natural 
ly and incidentally. — 
Secondly, That Chrift preached in Judea and Galilee, 


a 


made many difciples; and was crucified under Pontius Pi- — 


late, at the inftigation of the Jews ; alfo that his difciples 
preached after his death, not only in Judea, but all over the 
Roman empire; that they converted multitudes, were per= 
fecuted, and at laft fuffered death, for their firm adherence 
to their mafter; and that both Chrift and his difciples 
pretended to work many miracles, are facts attefted by 
civil hiftory in the ampleft manner, and which cannot be 
called in,queftion. Now thefe faéts are fo conneCted 
vith the other fa&ts mentioned in the New Teftaments. 
that they muft fland or fall together. -There is no prob- 
able account to be given of thefe facts, but by allowing 
the reft. For the proof of that I appeal to every reader 
who will make the trial. It may alfo be concluded from 
the remarkable unwillingnefs of the prefent unbelievers to 
allow even the plaineft fa&ts in exprefs terms. For it 
fhews them to be apprehenfive, that the conneétion bes 
tween the feveral principal fats mentioned in the New 
Teftament is-infeparable, and that the atteftation given to 
fome by civil hiftory may eafily be extended to all. 
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It has been objected, that more mention ought to have 
been made of the common faéts,by the profane writers of 
“thefe times, alfo fome acknowledgment of the miracu- 
‘lous ones, had they been true.. To this we may anfwer, 
Firft, That Judea was but a {mall and diftant province of 
the Roman empire, and the Jews themfelves, with whom 
the chriftians were for a long time confounded, much de- 
fpifed by the Romans: _ Secondly, That hiftorians, politi 
cians, generals, &e. have their imaginations fo much pre+ 
-ecupied by affairs of ftate, that matters purely religious 
are little regarded by them. Gallio cared for none of thefe- 
things. Thirdly, That a perfon who attended in any 
- great degree to the chriftian affairs, if a good man could 
fcarcely avoid becoming achriftian ; after whch his teftie 
mony ceafes to be pagan, and becomes chriftian. Fourth- 
ly, That both thofe who were favourers of the chriftians, 
and thofe who were averfe to them. in a moderate dea 
gree, one of which muft ‘be the cafe with great nume 
bers, would have reafons to be filent; the half chriftiangs 
would be filent for fear of being perfecuted ; and the oth- ~ 
ers would affeét to take no notice of what they difliked, 
but could not difprove, “which isa fa& that occurs to 
daily obfervation. Lafly, when thefe things are laid to- 
gether, the atteftations of the profane writers to. commor 
facts appear to be fuch-as one might expedt, and their fis. 
lence as to the miraculous ones is accounted for. 

Thirdly, All the chriftian writers from-the time of the 
apoftles and downwards, bear teltimony-to the genuinenefs 
of the books of the New Teftament, and the truth of the 
facts, in a great variety of ways, direé&t and indire€t, anth 
in fuch amanner as might be expected. Their quotations: 
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from them are numberlefs, and agree fufficiently with the 


prefent copies. They go every where vpon the fuppofi- 


tion of the facts, as the foundation of all their difcourfes, 
writings, hopes, fears, &c. They difcover every where 


the higheft regard, and even veneration both for the books 


and the authors. In fhort, one cannot fee how this tefti- 


mony in favour of the books of the New Teftament can S 


be invalidated, unlefs by fuppofing .all the ecclefiaftical 
writings of the firft centuries to be forged alfo, or all the 
writers to have concurred to write as if they believed the 
genuinenefs and truth of thefe books, though they did 
not ; orto have had-no ability, or inclination to dif- 
tinguifh genuinenefs and truth from forgery and falfehood; 
or by fome other fuch fuppofition, as will fcarce oes to 
be named. 

Fourthly, The propagation of chriftianity, with the 
manner in which it was oppofed by both Jews and gen- 
tiles, bears witnefs to the truth and genuinenefs of the 
books of the New Teftament. And there are many paf- 
fages in the talmudical writings, which afford both light 
and confirmation to the New Teftament, notwithftanding 
that one principal defign of the authors was to difcredit it. 

Hartley on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, 
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“SECTION XVI. 


The many and great Advantages, which have 
accrued to the World from the Patriarchal, 

- ¥udaical, and Chriftian Revelations, prove 
the Divine Authority of the Serine 


‘Turse Pen are of two forts, 
buns Fefpebtively to the knowledge and aes of re- 
ligion. I begin with the firft. 

Now it is very evident, that the chriflian revelation 
has diffufed a much more pure and perfe&i knowledge of 
what is called natural religion, over a great part of the 
world, viz. wherever the profeffion either of chriftianity 
or Mahometanifm prevails, And the fame thing will ap- 
pear, in refpe@ of the Judaical and patriarchal revelations, 
to thofe who are acquainted with antient hiflory. It will 
be found very difficult for fuch perfons to account even for 
the pagan religions, without recurring to fuch patriarchal 
communications with God, as are mentioned in the penta- 
teuch, and to the more full revelations made to the Jews. 
So that one is led to believe, that all that is good in any 
pagan or falfe religion, is of divine original ; all that is er- 
roneous or corrupt, the offspring of the vanity, weaknels, 
and wickednefs of mens and that properly fpeaking, we 
have no reafon from hiftory to fuppofe, that there ever 
was any fuch thing as mere natural religion, i. e, any true 
religion, which men difcovered to themfelves by the mere 
light of nature. Thefe pofitions feem to follow from in- 
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quiries into the antiquities of the heathen world, and of 
their religions. The heathen, religions all appear to be 
of a derivative nature ; each circumftance in the inquiry 
confirms the feriptural accounts of things, and fends us to 
the revelations exprefsly mentioned, or indireétly implied, ape 
in the Old Teftament, for the real original of the pagan 
religions in their fimple ftate. This opinion receives 





great light and confirmation from Sir [aac Newton’ Sy 


Chronology. A og 
It appears alfo very probable to me, that a carefil gt 
amination of the powers of human underftanding would ” 





confirm the fame pofition ; and that admitting the 





ty of the prefent world, there is no way of accounting {66 ¢ 
the rife and progrefs of religious knowledge, as it has 
taken place in fa&, without having recourfe to divine rev- 
elation. If we admit the patriarchal, Judaical, and chrif- 
tian revelations, the progrefs of natural religion, and of © 
all the falfe pretences to revelation, will fairly arife, at 
leaft appear poffible in all caf-s, and probable in moft, from 
the circumftances of things, the powers of human nature, 
and the doétrine of affociation. If we deny the truth of 
thefe revelations, and fuppofe the f{criptures to be falfe, we 
fhall caft utter confufion upon the inquiry, and human fac- 
ulties will be found far unequal to the tafk affigned to 
them. 

Secondly, if we confider the pra¢tice of true religion, the 
good effects of revelation are ttill more. evident. Every 
man who believes, muft find himfelf either excited to good, 
or deterred from evil, in many inftances, by that behef; 
notwithftandiiig that there may be many other inflances, 
in which religious motives are too weak to reltrain violent: 


ee 
sar 
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and corrupt. inclinations. The fame obfervations occur 
daily, with regard to others, in various ways and degrees. 
And it is by no means conclufive again{ft this obvious ar- 
gument for the good effeéts of revelation upon the morals 
of mankind, to allege that the world is not better now 
than before the coming of Chrift. This is a point which 
cannot be determined by any kind of eftimation, in our 
power to make ; and if it could, we do not know what 
circumftances would have made the world much worfe 
than it is, had not chriftianity interpofed. However, it 
- does appear to me very probable, to fay the leaft, that 

Jews ‘and chriftians, notwithitanding all their vices and 
corruptions, have, upon the whole, been always better 
than heathens and unbelievers. It feems to mealfo, that 
as the knowledge of true, pure, and perfeé religion is ad- 


vanced and diffufed, fo the practice of it correfponds 


thereto; but that this, from the nature of the thing, isa 

fa& of a lefs obvious kind§ however, if it be true, it will 

become manifeft in duetime. Let us ‘fuppofe a perfon 

to maintain, that civil government, the arts of life, med-- 
icines, &c. have never been of ufe to mankind, becaufe it 
does not appear from any certain calculation, that the 

{um total of health and happinefs is greater among polite 

nations, than among the barbarous ones. Would it not 

be thought a fufficient anfwer to this, to appeal to the ob- 

vious good effects of thefe things in innumerable inftan- 
ces, without entering into a calculation impoffible to be 

made ? However, it does here alfo appear, that, as far as 

we are able to judge, civilized countries are, upon the 
whole, in a more happy flate than barbarous. ones, in all 
thefe refpeQs. 
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Now, as the divine original of revelation may be direét- 
ly concluded from its being the fole fountain of all relig. 
ious knowledge, if that can be proved; fo it will follow 
in an indire&t way, if we fuppofe, that revelation has only 
promoted the knowledge and practice of true religion, 
It is not likely that folly or deceit of any kind fhould be 
eminently ferviceable in the advancement of wifdom and 
virtue. Every tree muft produce its proper fruit. Ene 
thufiafm and impofture cannot contribute to make men 
prudent, peaceable, and moderate, difinterefted and fincere. 


Hartley on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion. 
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SECTION XVII. 


The T: ruth of the Mofaic Hiftory is proved from 


its Internal Evidence. 


‘Tue texture and compofition of the 
‘Mofaic. hiftory, however fimple, fhows infinite marks of 
wifdom. The hiftory proves the miracles, and we may at 
3 every ftep cry out with the magicians of Egypt, “ This 
is the finger of God.” _ The very nature of the Mofaic 
hiftory fhows the neceffity of God’s interpofition ; for 
without his ordinance and fanGtion, it would never have 
been eftablifhed. And we might reft the argument for 
the divine appointment of Mofes upon this fingle founda- 
tion, that thefe rites and inftitutes could not have been 
either received or enforced by him ; nor could he poffi- 
bly, unlefs commanded, have wifhed to have carried them 
into execution. They confifted of a code of painful rituals, 
- and burdenfome ceremonies, to the purport of which the 
people were ftrangers, and if they were not enjoined by the 
Deity, no good could poffibly have arifen from them. 
For what reafon therefore could Mofes with to impofe 
upon the people fo many rules and precepts, and bind 
them to fuch fevere difcipline, if it was in his power to have 

~ a@ted otherwife ? 

But the chief queftion to be afked is,. though he were 
ever fo willing to frame them, how could he poffibly en- 
force them ? They muft have appeared in many inftances 
inexplicable, and even contrary to reafon. What art or 
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power could be ufed to bring the people to obey them ? 


A people too who were of a rebellious {pirit, impatient of — 
‘controul, and devoted to fuperftition, quite repugnant to 
thefe ordinances. Human affiftance he had none, for we i, 
find inftances of his own brother and filters oppofing him, — 
and of the very children of Aaron being in a@tual rebel- 
lion, Laws are generally made when people have been 


AED sais he Ae ott 


well fettled, and they are founded on many contingencies, 


which arife from the nature of the foil, the trade and pro- — 


duce of the country, and the temper, cuftoms, and difpo- 


fitions of the natives and their neighbours. Butthe laws — 


of Mofes were given in a defart, while the people were in 


a forlorn ftate, wandering from place to place, and en-— 
countering hunger and thirft, without feeing any ultimate ‘ 


of their roving. Thefe prefcripts for a religious polity, 
when the people fhould be at*fome particular period fet- 
tled at Canaan, of which fettlement human foreeaft could 
not fee the leaft probability. For what hopes could a 
leader entertain of poffeffing a country, from which he 
withdrew himfelf, and perfifted in receding for many years? 
* And when at a time an attempt was made to obtain fome 
footing, nothing enfued but repulfe and difappointment. 
Did any lawgiver ever pen direGtions about corn and wine, 
in a country that was a ftranger to tillage and cultivation, 
or talk of tythes and firft fruits, where there was fearcely a 
blade of grafs. It may be anfwered, that thefe ordinan- 


ces were given with a view to Canaan. True, but Mofes 


was not acquainted with Canaan, and if Providence were 
not his guide, there was little chance of getting even a 
fight of it. He was in the midft of a wildernefs, and fo 
gontinued for nearly forty years. And in this place he 


od 
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ve direGtions about their towns and cities, and of the 
ftranger within their gates, while they were in a fate of 
- folitude, under tents, and fo likely tocontinue. He men- 
tions their vineyards and olives, when, they had not an inch 
of ground, and gives direftions about their future kings, 
when they were not conftituted a nation. Thefe good 
things they did at length enjoy, and in procefs of time 
they were under regal government. But how could Mofes: 
be apprifed of it ? Was it by infpiration ? If fo he was 
under the direétion of an higher power, and his miffion by 
_ divine authority, which is granting the point in queftion. — 
Add to the articles above mentioned, the various ordinan- 
ces about burnt offerings, peace offerings, and fin offerings, 
alfo concerning offerings of atonement, and of the general 
atonement to be made with blood by the high prieft for all 
the people, the redemption of the firft born, and the ranfom 
which every one was to pay for his own foul. Nor muft the 
feafts and feftivals be omitted, the feaft of the fabbath, of 
penticolt, of the paffover, the feaft of trumpets, and of the 
rew moon, and the feaft ofexpiation. Alfo the fabbatical 
year, and year of jubilee, the redemption of fervants, and 
redemption of lands, and above all the redemption of fouls. 
‘There were alfo many other ordinances, to which we 
know of nothing fimilar in Egypt, nor any other country, 
The heart of man could-not have devifed them, If, then, 
there was a particular meaning in thofe laws, and a fecret 
allufion, and they were not merely rites of arbitrary infti- 
tution, the fecret purport muft relate. to events in the 
womb of time, with which Mofes was not acquainted ; 
or if he was\acquainted, the fame conclufion follows 3 
hence, as before, he muft have had the intelligence by ine 


Sk 
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fpiration, and confequently, what he did was by ‘divine ap- 
pointment. ‘The internal evidence we fee is wonderful, and 
not to be controverted.: The only way to get rid of it is to _ 
fet afide the external, and fay that the whole isa forgery. ‘ 
But this is impoffible. The law fill exifts, and muft have 


had a beginning. It is kept up by people Ronee Be 


race, as thofe to whom it was firft delivered, and from z: 

_whom it has been uniformly tranfmitted without any ine 
terruption. The people have now loft their polity, and 2 
been for ages in a ftate of difperfion. And as there are 





many things, in the books of Mofes, faid concerning both _ @ 


them and their forefathers, every thing that was prediéted 
‘has been literally fulfilled. They are probably as numer- 
ous now as they were of old; but widely dffperfed in the 
‘midft of nations, yet feparated from them ; preferved by 
Providence for efpecial purpofes ; and particularly to af- 
ford atteftation to thofe divine oracles, in which they are 

fo fignally pointed out. 
Bryant’s Plagues of Egypt. 





THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 


THE writings of Mofes derive the greateft credit im- 
aginable, not only from the fettled opinion, and conftant 
tradition amongft the Jews, that he was appointed by the © 
exprefs command of God himfelf, to be the leader and 
captain of this people ; but alfo becaufe, as is very evident, 
he did not make his own glory and advantage his princi. 
pal aim ; but he himfelf relates thofe errers of his own, 
“nes he could have concealed, and delivered the regal 


Ee2 
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and. {acerdotal dignity to others, permitting his own pof- 
terity to be reduced only tocommon Levites. All which 
plainly thow, that he had no occafion to falfify in his hifto. 
_ ry, as the ftyle of it further evinces, it being free from 
that.varnifh and colour, which ufes to give credit to roman- 
ces ; and is very natural and eafy, and agreeable to the 
matter of which it treats. . 

- Grotius on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion. 
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SECTION XVIII. 


The Language, Style, and Manner of Writing - 
ufed in the Books ofthe Old and New Tefta- 
ment, proves their Genuinenefs, and Superia 
ority to all Human comp tions. ed 






‘Tue beauty a fublimity of the — 
{cripture language has been acknowledged and applauded 
by authors, who have been juftly celebrated for tafte and 
genius. The great critic Longinus,* in his Treatife on _ 
_the Sublime, quotes, as an inftance of aftonifhing fublim- 
ity, that paflage in Genefis, God faid let their be light, and 
‘ there was light. Sir William Jones, who has rendered him- 
felf fo famous by his genius and oriental learning,t declares, : 
that “ he found all his refearches ftrengthen his belief in 
divine revelation ; and obferves, that the colleCtion of | 
tracts, which, from their excellence, are called f{criptures, 
contain, independent of their divine origin, more true fub- 
limity, more exquifite beauty, more morality, more impor- 
tant hiftory, and finer ftrains, both of poetry and eloquence, 


* Longinus was a Grecian philofopher and orator, His “.'Treatife 
on the Sublime” raifed his reputation to fuch an height, as no critic 
before or after could ever reach. - His contemporaries had fo great 
an opinion of his judgment and tafte, that they appointed him fover- 
eign judge of all authors, and every thing was received or rejected 
by the public according to his decifion. He was put to death by 
Aurelian in 273. See Jones’ Biographical Dictionary. 

4+ See Life of Jones, in Part 1 
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than could be colleGted within the fame compafs from all 
other books that were ever compofed, in any other age; 
er in any other idiom. The two parts of which the fcrip- 
tures confit, are conne&ed bya chain of compofition, 
meaning the prophetic books, which bear no refemblance 
in form or ftyle, to any other that can be produced, from 
the ftores- of Grecian, Perfian, or Arabic learning. The 
: antiquity of thofe compofitions no man doubts, and the 
- unreftrained application of them to events long fabfequent 
‘to their publication, is a folid ground of belief, that they — 
are genuine productions, and confequently infpired.”” 


ee 


THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 


IT is faid, that Mr. Burke derived much of the fublim- 
ity and energy of his moft‘admired public f{peeches from 
his attentive perufal of the facred oracles. He remarks, 
in {peaking of the power of the Deity, that ‘the feripture 
alone can fupply ideas anfwerable to the majefty of this fub- 
je&t. In the fcripture, where ver God is reprefented as ap- 
pearing or {peaking, every thing terrible in nature is called 
up to heighten the awe and folemnity of the divine prefence. 
The Pfalms and the prophetical books are crowded with 
inftances of this kind. The earth fbook, {ays the Pfalmif, 
the heavens alfo dropped at the prefence of the Lord. And 
what is remarkable, the painting preferves the fame char- 
aGter, not only when he is fuppofed defcending to take 
vengeance upon the wicked, but even when he exerts the 
like plenitude of power in aéts of beneficence to mankind. 


Tremble thou carth! at the brefence of the Lord ; at the prefs 
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ence =) the God of Sacokg which turned the rock into fand- 
ing water, the flint into a fountain of waters? 
Burke on the Sublime and. Beautiful. | 


THE SUBYECT CONTINUED. 





Mr. ADDISON, who is allowed to excel inaneatand 
elegant ftyle, obferves, that there is a certain coldnefs and _ 


indifference in the phrafes of our European languages, 
when they are compared with the original forms of fpeech 5 
and it happens very luckily, that the Hebrew idioms run 


into the Englith tongue with a particular grace and beau- 


ty. Our language has received innumerable elegancies 
and improvements from the infufion of Hebraifms, which 
are derived to it out of poetical paflages in holy writ. 
They give a force and energy to our expreffions, warm 
and animate our language, and convey our thoughts in 
more ardent and intenfe phrafes, than any that are to be 
met with in our own tongue. There is fomething fo pas 
thetic in this kind of diétion, that it often fets the mind 
into a fame, and makes our hearts burn withinus. How 
cold and dull does prayer appear, that is compofed in the 
moft elegant and polite forms of fpeech, which are natu- 
ral to our tongue, when it is not heightened by that fo- 
lemnity of phrafe, which may be drawn from the facred 
writings. It has been faid by fome of the antients, that 
if the gods were to talk with men, they would certainly 
talk in Plato’s ftyle; but 1 think we may fay, with juf- 
tice, that when mortals converfe with their Creator, they 
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cannot do it in fo proper a ftyle as in that of the holy 
{criptures. 
Addifon’s Evidences. 





"/ THE SUByECT CONTINUED. 


THE ftyle of the gofpel bears intrinfic evidence of its: 
truth. We find there no appearance of artifice, or of 
"party {pirit ; no attempt to exaggerate on the one hand, 

: or depreciate on the other ; no remarks thrown out to an= 
ticipate objections ; nothing of that caution which never” 
fails to diftinguifh the teftimony of thofe who are con- 
-feious of impofture; no endeavour to reconcile the read- 
er’s mind to what may be extraordinary in the narrative ; 
all is fair, candid, and fimple; the hiftorians make no re- 
fleGtions of their own, but confine themfelves to matter of . 
-~ faGt, that is to what they heard and faw, and honeftly re- 
cord their own miftakes and faults, as we as the particu. 
Yars of the flory. 

Beatties Evidences. 





THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


MONSIEUR PASCAL made a great number of 
very particular obfervations on the ftyle of the holy {crip- 
tures, of the gofpel efpecially. Amongft: other things, 
he was wont to admire the native fimplicity ; and if we 

may fo term it, the coldnefs and unconcernednefs, with 


which our Lord feemed to fpeak of the greateft and moft 
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‘important fubjects: as, for inftance, of the kingdom of 
God, of the glory of the faints in heaven, and of the pains ~ 
of hell; without dilating upon thefe topics, as the fathers 
and other wniters are obferved to do. And, he faid, the 
true reafon of this difference was, that the particulars before 








mentioned, though infinitely noble and fublime in ‘refpe& 
of us, were by no means fo in refpeét of Jefus Chrift ; e al 
that therefore it was natural for him to fpeak of the 
without aftonifhment or admiration ; 3 as we heara gen 
{peaking of the fiege of fome place of confequence, o . 
his fuccefs ina mighty battle, without being moved or 
affected ; or as a king expreffeth himfelf with indifferen 
about a fum of many thoufands, which a private’ pe el : 
or a mechanic, could not name without the highett exag- ¢ 
eration. 
Pafeal’s Thoughts. 
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SECTION XIX. 


a Forttad with which the Apeples 





ich appears to me a nding minide: in the 
firft centuries ; 1 mean that amazing and fupernatu- 

ral courage or patience, which was fhown by innumerable 
multitudes of martyrs, in thofe ‘flow and painful torments 
i ~ Which were infli@ed onthem. Their trials, under the 
_ moft exquifite and lingenjng fufferings, feem to me above 

“the ftrength of human nature, and able to overbear duty, 
reafon, faith, convi€tion ; nay, and the moft abfolute cer- 
tainty of a future ftate. Humanity, unbiafed in an ex- 
traordinary manner, muft have fhaken off the prefent 
preffure, and have delivered itfelf out of fuch dreadful 
diftrefs, by any means that could have been fuggefted to 

it. We can eafily imagine, that many perfons in fo good 

a caufe might have laid down their lives at the gibbet, 

the ftake, or the block ; but to expire leifurely among 

the moft exquifite tortures, when they might come out 

of them, even by a mental refervation, or an hypocrify, 
which was not without a poffibility of being followed by 
repentance and forgivenefs, has fomething in it fo far be- 

yond the force and ftrength of mortals, that we cannot 
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but think There was fome miraculous power to fupport 
the fufferer. 

We find the church of ‘Saas in that admirable let- 
ter, which gives an account of the death of Polycarp, 
their beloved bifhop, mentioning the cruel torments 
other early martyrs for chriftianity, are of opinion that 
our Saviour ftood by them in a vifion, and perfonally co 
verfed with them, to give them ftrength and comfort « 








ing the bitternefs of their long continued agonies + 
we have the ftory of a young man, who, having fuffered 
many tortures, efcaped with life, and told his fellow chrif- 





tians that the pain of them had been rendered tolerable, ey 





by the prefence of an angel who ftood by him, and wipe 
off the tears and {weat, which run down his face, whillt We 
lay under his fufferings. We are affured, at leaft, that the 
firft martyr for chriftianity was encouraged in his laft mo- _ 
ments, by a vifion of that divine perfon, for whom he fuf- 
fered, and into whofe prefence he was then haftening. 

Let any man calmly lay his hand upon his heart, and 
after reading the terrible conflifs in which the antient 
martyrs and confeffors were engaged, when they pafled 
through fuch new inventions and varieties of pain, as tired 
their tormentors, and afkk-himfelf, however zealous and fin- 
cere he is in religion, whether, under fuch lingering 
tortures, he could ftill have held faft his integrity, and. 
have profeffed his faith to the laft, without a fupernatural 
affiftance of fome kind or other. For my part, when 1 
confider that it was not an unaccountable obftinacy in a 
fingle man, or in any particular fet of men, in fome ex- 
traordinary jun@ture ; but th+t there were multitudes of 
each fex, of every age, of different countries and condi-. 

‘ FF 
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tions, who, for nearly three hundred years together, made 
this glorious confeffion of their faith, in the midft of tor- 
tures, and in the hour of death: I muft conclude, that’ 
they were either of another make than men are at prefenty. 
or that they had fuch miraculous fupports as were peculiar 
to thofe times of chriftianity, when without them, perhaps 
the very name of i it might have been extinguithed. 
8 certain, that the deaths and fufferings of the primi- 
chriftians had a great fhare in the converfion of thofe 
Ik arned pagans, who lived in the ages of perfecution, 
nich, with fome jaterale and abatements, lafted nearly 
three hundred years after our Saviour. Juftin Martyr, 
¢ ‘Tertullian, Laéantius, Arnobius, and others, tell us, that 
: this firft of all alarmed their curiofity, roufed their atten- 
tion, | and made them ferioufly inquifitive into the nature 
Sete that religion, which could endue the mind with fo much 
a ftrength, ‘and overcome the fear of death, nay, raife az 
earneft defire of it, though it appeared in all its terrours. 
This they found had not been effected by all the doGtrines 
of thofe philofophers, whom they had thoroughly ftudied, 
and who had been labouring at this great point. The 
fight of thefe dying and tormented martyrs, engaged them 
- to fearchinto the hiftory and doctrines of him for whom 
they fuffered. he more they fearched, the more they 
were convinced ; till their conviction grew fo ftrong, that 













: 


they themfelves embraced the fame truths, and either ac- 
tually laid down their lives, or were in readinefs to do it, 
rather than depart from them. 


Addifon's Evidences of the Chrifian Religion. 
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THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


THE apoftles themfelves declare, that their mafter an- 
nounced to- them, that they would be perfecuted ca 
ee his law 5 3 aud that ae has ees to es 















by their being elec perfecuted, ee S43 id ai 
led to torments and an- ignominious death ? ‘They 
vered in their belief, although it actually drew upo 
the moft horrid perfecutions ; and to fupport, an an 
gate it, they fuffered joyfully tortures and death ; an 





the fame time implored Heaven for thofe who depr j 
them of life. It is therefore impoffible to rationally b 
lieve, that they could be deceived ; or that they wif 
to deceive ; and this one point granted, it is Me 
doubt of the truths, which religion teaches us. ee 
Genlis on Rolston, Z 
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THE SUBYECT CONTINUED. 


Mr. BONNET, fpeaking of the chriftians of the firft 
eenturies, obferves, that they increafed in the midft of the 
moft horrid perfecutions. Yet, fays he, it is not this 
natural effet of perfecution which engages my attention, 
fo much as this new fpecies of martyrs. Violent contra» 
di&tions may irritate and exalt’the foul. But thefe thou- 
fands of martyrs, who expire in the moft cruel tortures, 
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are not martyrs of opinion ; they die voluntarily to atteft 
faéts. I know there have been martyrs to opinion. Such 
have exifted almoft in every age, in every country. There 
are even now fome unhappy regions where the wildeft fu- 
perftition eptaaniec 5 ; but the ee of a Meffiah on 






eae, ‘hen but fede conviction of thie 
the Soe that can — me with a ap Laer 


Bonnets Inquiries: 





CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 353 


SECTION Xx. 


The General Charaéters of the Oppofers of 
Chriftianity afford an Argument in Favour e 
its Truth. 





“As all moval truth is i fail rie a 
by its influence on mankind, nothing can be more forcibly 
contrafted than the tendency of the doétrines of the ferip- 
tures, and that of infidel philofophy, and nothing can mo 








forcibly illuftrate this contraft’ than the oppofite lives of 


chriftians and infidels. ‘The early chriftians, in general, 
even as reprefented by many of their moft refpeGable ens 
emies, had no parallel in the annale of infidelity.”* Ag — 
the beniga effects. of religon are apparent in the lives of — 

its fincere profeffors, the pernicious influence of deiftical 
principles is obvious, from thie conduét.of thofe who have- 
embraced them.{” For, if we examine the pages of biog- 
raphy, we find that the moft celebrated infidels have, in’ 
general, been immoral. And we have a ftriking inftance 
of the fatal tendency of infidel philofophy, in the horrid: 
eruelties recently perpetrated in France. Robefpierre and: 


* Should the lives of thofe eminent laymen, who are mentioned’ 
in the firft part of this work, be contrafted with thofe of Shaftefbury, - 
Hobbs, Bolingbroke, Voltaire, Rouffeau, and others of the moft cele. 
brated infidels, how greatly would the Barehigiie, be on the fide of ” 
the former. 

} See Dr. Dwight’s excellent Difcourfes om the Nature and: Dan-« 
ger of Infidel Philofophy. , 

FE F2- 
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his accomplices were the enthufiaftic difciples of Voltaire, 
Diderot, and other champions of infidelity, and confe- 
quently the declared enemies of the chriftian religion. 

Monfieur Pafeal, {peaking of infidels, makes the follow- 
ing rematks. He who doubts, and yet feeks not to be 
refoived, is equally unhappy and unjuft. > But if, withal, 
he appears eafy and compofed ; if he freely declares his 
indifference ; nay, if he takes a vanity. in profeffing it, 
and feems to make this mof deplorable condition the fub- 
jet of his pleafure and joy, [ have not ewtorda to fix a name 
on fo extravagant a creature. 

In earneft, it is a glory to religion te have fo unreafon- 
able men for its profeffed enemies ; and their oppofition is 
of fo little danger, that it ferves to illuftrate the principal 
truths which our religion teaches. For the main fcope 
of chriftian faith is to eflablifh thefe two principles, the 
corruption of human oe and the redemption by Je- 
fus Chrift. And thefe oppofers »if they are of no ufe 
towards demonftrating the truth of the redemption, by 
the fanctity of their lives, yet are, at leafl, admirably ufe- 
fulin thewing the corruption of nature, by fo unnatural 

\ fentiments and fuggeftions. : 





Nothing is fo important to maa as his own eflate and 
condition ; nothing fo great, fo amazing, as eternity. 
If therfore we find perfons indi fferent to ike lofs of their 
being, and to the danger of endlefs mifery, it is impoffible 
that this temper fhould be natural. They are quite oth- 
er men in all other refpe€ts ; they feel the {malleft incon- 
veniences ; they fee them as they approach, and feel them 

-°as they arrive; and he who paffeth days and..nights in 
chagrin or defpair, for the lofs of employment, or for 
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fome imaginary blemifh in his honour, is the fame mortal 
who knows that he mutt lofe all by death, and yet remains 
without difquiet, refentment, or emotion. This wonders 
ful infenfibility with refpe& to things of the moft fatal con- 
fequence, in a heart fo nicely fenfible of the meanelt trifles, 
is an aftonifhing prodigy, an unintelligible inchantment, a 
fupernatural blindnefs and infatuation. 


A man in aclofe dungeon, who knows not whether ee 


fentence of death is pafféd upon him, who is allowed but 


one hour’s {pace to inform himfelf concerning it, and that — é 


one hour is fufficient, in cafe it have paffed, to obtain its 
reverfé, would at contrary to nature and fenfe, fhould he 
make ufe of this hour not to obtain information, but to 
purfue his vanity or fport. Yet fuch is the condition of 
the perfons whom we are now defcribing, only with this 
difference, that the evils with which they are every mo- 
ment threatened do infinitely furpafs the bare lofs of life, 
and that tranfient punifhment which the ‘prifoner is fup- 
pofed to apprehend. Yet they run thoughtlefs upon the 
precipice, having only cafta veil over their eyes, to hinder | 
them from difcerning it, and divert themfelves with the of- ° 
ficioufnefs of fuch as charitably warn them of their danger. 
Thus not the zeal only of thofe who heartily feek God 
demonttrates the truth of religion, but likewife the blind- 
nefs of thofe who utterly forbear to feek him, and who 
pafs their days under fo horrible a negle@. There muft 
needs be a ftramge turn and revolution in human nature, 
before men can fubmit to fuch a condition; much more 
before they can have obtained. an abfolute certainty, that 
there was no fear after death, but of igliags into nothing, 
ought not this tohe the fubje& rather of i uae of ~ 
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jollity? And is not therefore the higheft pitch of fenfe 
lefs extravagance, while we want this certainty, to glory 
in our doubt and diftruft ? 

Pafcal’s Thoughts. 








THE SUBFECT CONTINUED: 


_ THE late learned'and ingenious George Adams,* in his 
 Le@ures on Natural and Experimental Philofophy,’” 
informs us in his introduétion, that the plan of this work. 
firt occurred’ to. him when he was in France and Switzer 
Tand, an eye witnefs to the zeal and induftry with which: 
principles were there propagated under the veil of philof. 
ophy, that are fubverfive of all order and religion. 

It is evident, fays he, from the works of thefe pretenders: 
to philofophy, that they inveltigated nature only with a° 
view to darken the mind, an¥ prevent mankind from con-- 
fidering any thing as real but what the hand could grafp, 
or the coporeal eye perceive. For you find them con- 
_ tinually embracing every opportunity to ridicule our bee | 
lief in Mofes and the prophets, and cenfuring us for ad-- 
mitting the evidences, or believing the truths of revela- 
tion ; though it is a revelation which juftifies itfelf from- 
the creation of the world, which declares every truth: 
that a wife man would wifh to hear; though it is fup-- 
ported by divine authority, and confirmed by all the af- 
furances that human teftimonv can afford, or the rational: 
mind require. 3 


*A celebrated aftronomer and mathematician, who has eminently” 
diftinguifhed himfelf in the literary. world by his ingenioys publica 
tions, He disd 1795, 
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Alarmed at what I faw, and what I read, it appeared. 
to me of the utmoft importance to contrive means effe@tu. 
ally to repel notions fo pernicious to mankind, and fo ree 
pugnant to truth. I conceived, that the belt method of 
defeating their deftructive purpofes, and depriving them 
of their baneful influence, would be by thewing, that they | 
were neither friends to philofophy, nor had any right to 
the title of philofophers ; that this end would be anfwere 
ed by exhibiting a fyftem of philofophy, which fhould | 
point out their errours, and fhew that no operation in na- 
ture would authorize the conclufions that they had ate 
tempted to deduce; that phyfics, properly underltood, : 
would ever go hand in hand with religion; and all its 
branches converge in God, the centre of all truth, oa 


fource of all perfeCtion. 
__ This ingenious author obferves in his LeCtures, that, if 


we inquire into the charaéters of the moft noted infidels. 
we fhall find them to have been men who exceeded their 
fellow creatures in nothing but arrogance and prefump- 
tion, and that infidelity, in general, is founded on an ime 
plicit faith in the writings and opinions of men of wan. 
ton and fenfual minds. Yet thefe are the men who call 
our faith mean, and fubmiffion to revelation flavery, 
though yielded only to the higheft evidence om matters of 
the greateft moment. 

Thefe men are very forward to tell you precifely what 
God can or cannot do, he cannot work a miracle, cannot 
give a revelation, cannot guide the motions of a free agent,. 
nor make fuch a one impeccable, nor annex rewards to the 
aflent of the maind, nor, &c. &c. For all thefe are cone. 
trary to the nature of things. If you afk what things 
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they mean, or what, by the nature of them, they will not 


vouchfafe, or rather cannot give an explanation, but are 
angry with you, as a captious perfon for putting the quef- 


' tion. They ftill, however, go 6n to lay a mighty ftrefs 


upon thefe words, without having any clear or fettled idea 
of their import. Thefe men are fevere upon others for 


SN a eee. 


ufing expreffions they do not underftand. But you wilh 


-conftantly find them pretending to build demonftrations 


upon principles, whereof they have no clearer nor more 
adequate ideas than the vulgar, whom they affe& to rid- 
icule, have of their myfteries ; and yon will find them al- 
ways endeavouring t to make a conftant repetition of = 
tive affertions pafs for proof and explanations. 

They wifh to be confidered as unbelievers, but upon ex- 
amination, you will find them men of the moft refigned 
and implicit faith. ‘The creed of the infidel has as‘ many 
articles as that of the chriftian, and the belief thereof re= 
quires a much greater fufpenfion of your reafon. If ta 
believe things upon.no authority, or without any reafon,. 
be a fign or mark of credulity, of all men, the free thinker 
and infidel will be found to be the moft eafy and credu- 
lous. The difference between the chriftian and the deift, 
does not confift in this, that the one affents to things un- 
known, and the other does not ; but in this, that the chrtt 
tian affents to things unknown on the account of evidence 5 
the other affents to things unknown, without any evis 
dence at all. 

Religion requires a ferious and wife ufe of your reafon, 
and can only recommend itfelf to you when you are in 
a difpofition to reafon and think foberly, and confider it as 
the moft Scsee important, and facred fubje@ in the i 
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It is not the deift’s bufinefs to reafon foberly, and confider 
the weight and moment of things with exacinefs ; idle fto- 
ries, rude jefts, and lewd inuendoes, ferve the purpofe of in-’ 
fidelity much better than any argument it has yet difcov- 
ered. They not only confufe and diftra& the mind, but 
they alfo gratify and engage the attention of immoral men, 
by affording them what they deem an eafy confutation of 
religion. Ze 
The objeGtions of infidels are fee od can have little 
force but upon depraved minds, or on thofe whofe under- 
fiandings are naturally weak, or made fo by an implicit re- 
fignation of their faculties, to writings which can neither 
improve your mind, purify your heart, exalt your virtue, 
- nor increafe your wifdom. 
_ To doubt cautioufly, till you have examined fully, and : 
" retain your affent, till you have feen clearly, are proofs of 
. reafon and force of mind. But to doubt without any rea-’ 
fon of doubting, is as great a defect as to believe without 
any reafon of believing. Both extremes proceed from an 
excefs of imagination, which, difordering the intelleétual 
eye, deludes the credulous to fee what is not, and blinds 
the infidel, fo that he does not fee what is. There is a 
fundamental maxim clofely conneéted with thefe obferva- 
tions, andthat cannot be too ftri€tly inculcated on your - 
minds ; for want of attention thereto, weak reafoners have 
ampofed on themfelves and deluded others. Many things. 
may be incomprehenfible, and yet demonftrable ; and 
though. feeing clearly be a fufficient reafon for affirming, 
yet not feeing at all can never be a reafon for denying, 
We fee many things muft be, but we cannot conceive how 
they are; we fee the connexion between fome truths, 
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but not between all ; we fee a part, but not the whole ; 
we fee fome attributes and modes of things, but we do not 
fee their intimate effence. Nature abounds in myfteries, 
of which we may have a certain knowledge, but no clear 
conception ; fome are too large for imagination to grafp, 
__ fome too minute for it to difcera, others too obfcure to be 
' — feen diftin@ly, and others, though plainly difcernible in 





ede yet remain inexplicable in the manner of pro- 


~yaiation, or appear incompatible with one another. 
Adams’ Philofophical Ledures. 


ree 
THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


LEST it fhould be objefted, that the foregoing out- 
lines of deiftical chara€ters are drawn by their profeffed 
enemies, the following firlking defcription of the infidel 
philofophers, and their partizans, is extracted from the 
writings of the celebrated Rouffeau, and is the more re- 
markable, as he himfelf was one of the moft diftinguifhed 
chiefs of that philofophy, which-he fo pointedly condemns. 

Thefe philofophers, fays he, are haughty, affirmative, 
and dogmatical ; pretending to know every thing, and 
proving nothing ; laughing at each other ; and this com- 
mon point appears to me to be the only one in which they 
are all right. Truth, fay they, is never prejudicial to 
men ; I believe fo too; and this is, in my opinion, a great 
proof that what they teach is not the truth. One of the 
moft familiar fophifms of the philofophical party is, to op- 
pofe a people of fuppofed good_ philofophers, to a peo- 
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ple who are bad chriftians ; as if a people of true phi- 
lofophers were more eafy to make than a people of true 
chriftians. It remains to be known, if philofophy, at eafe 
and upon, the throne, would reftrain the vain, glory, inter- 
eft, ambition, and little paflions of man ; and if it would 
practice. well that lenient humanity which it extols with 
the pen. By thefe principles, philofophy can do nothing 
good, which religion does not do till better ; and. relig 
ion does many good things which philofophy cannot | do 
Crimes committed among the clergy, as well as elfewhere, 







prove not that religion i is ufelefs, but that very few people a : 


have any. The folidvauthotity of modern governments, ie 
and lefs frequent revolutions, are inconteftibly due to chrif- 
tianity ; it has rendered governments themfelves lefs fan- 
guinary ; this-is proved by facts, on comparing them with 
antient governments, Religion, better underitood, exclud- 
ing fanaticifm, has given more mildnefs to chriftian manners. 
This change is not the work of letters ; for wherever they 
have flourifhed, humanity has not been more refpeéted on 
their account ; of which the cruelties of the Athenians, of 
the Egyptians, of the Roman emperours, and of the Chi- 
nefe, are fo many proofs. What acts of clemency are the 
works of the gofpel. Were philofophers in a fituation to 
difcover truth, who among them would intereft hirafelf 
in its behalf 2? Each of them well knowg that his fyftem is 
not better founded than thofe of others ; but he fupports 
‘it becaufe it is his. There is not one of them, who, hav- 
ing found truth and falfehood, would not prefer the lie* 
he had adopted, to truth difcovered by another, Where 
is the philofopher, who, for his own glory, would not de- 


ceive mankind. * The eflential point is'to think differently 
Z Ge 
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from others. With believers he isan atheift ; with athe-- 


ifts he would be a believer. 

Avoid thofe who, under the pretence of explaining na- 
ture, fow defolating doctrines in the hearts of men; and 
whofe apparent fcepticifm is an hundred times more affir- 
mative and dogmatical than the decided tone of their ad- 
verfaries. Under the haughty pretence, that they only 
are enlightened, true, and fincere, they imperioufly fubje& 
us to their oppofite decifions, and pretend to give us, for 
real principles of things, the unintelligible fyftems of their 


own imaginations. Moreover, by overturning, deftroy-— 


ing, and treading under foot, every thing refpected by 
men, they deprive the afflifted of the laft confolation of 
their mifery, and take from the rich and powerful the on- 
ly bridle of their paffions ; they {natch from the heart 
both the remorfe of crime and hope of virtue; and fil] 
boaft of being the benefaCtors of mankind. 


\ 
. Rouffeau’s Works. 


ae a 
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SECTION XxXI. 


An Argument in Favour of Chriftiantty, from 
‘its Tendency to promote Science and Ufe fal | 
Learning. 


Me. ADDISON remarks, that — 
it happened very providentially to the honour of the chrif- 
tian religion, that it did not take its rife in the dark and. 
illiterate ages of the world, but at atime when arts and 
{ciences were at their “height, and when there were men 
who made it the bufinefs of their lives to fearch after 
truth, and fift the feveral opinions of philofophers and 
wife men, concerning the duty, the end, and chief happi- 
nefs of reafonable creatures. 

The late celebrated George Adams obferves, that it is 
obvious at this day, that arts and learning flourifh in the 
higheft degree, in thofe countries only, which are enlight- 
ened by chriftianity.* Religion is undoubtedly the fun 
that gives light to the mind; the vital fpirit that ani- 
mates the human underftanding to its higheft achieve- 
ments ; though many have been indebted to it, without 
being fenfible of their obligations, or without confefling 


* The end of learning is to repair the ruins of our firft parents, by 
regaining to know..God aright, and out of that knowledge to love 
him, to imitate him, to be like him, as we may be the neareft by 
poffeffing our fouls of true virtue, which being united to the heaven= 


ly grace of faith makes up the higheft perfection, MILTon, 
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it ; and others have turned againft it that light which 
they borrowed of itfelf. 

Dr. Rufh* obferves, that the fublime and various ob- 
jects of ‘religion are calculated to expand the human in- 
tellets to their utmoft limits, and impart to them a fa- 
cility of a@ion; we read that the face of Mofes fhone 
when he defended from converfing with his Maker upon 
‘mount Sinai. The contemplation of the divine charac- . 
ter and perfections is calculated te produce a fimilar 
fplendour in the human mind. ones 

Addifon’s Evidences.—Adams’.Ledlures on Philofoo ° 
phy.—Rufb’s Introdudory Lefures. 


* Profeffor of the Inftitutes of Medicine, and of Clinical Pragtice 
in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania ; and a writer of great diftinction 
on medical fubjects.. The intrepidity and benevolence which he 
- difplayed during the feveral feqfons in which peitilence has prevatice 
‘in Philadelphia, deferve the higheft eulogium, 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 365 


SECTION XXIL 


Tefimonies of Pagan Authors a the Truth of 
the Hiftoric Facts recorded in the Scriptures. 


Propane titra who men 
tion Mofes and his charaéter, feem to be in part acquaint- 
ed with his education, his military exploits, and his mira. 
cles, efpecially thofe plagues he brought on Egypt, and 
confider him as a famous magician. He is univerfally 


confidered by heathen authors as a great lawgiver, as is 


teftified by. Diodorus Siculus, who fays, that Mofes re- 


ceived his laws from the God Jao, meaning Jehovah, 
which fignifies exiftence. His fine form and confummatz 


wifdom are mentioned by Trogus Pompeius, and he takes _ 
notice of Mofes’ fuccefs againft the Ethiopians, who had 
invaded the territories of Pharaoh. ‘Trogus was the firit 
of the Latin hiftorians, and attributes the profperous and 
flourifhing circumftances of the Jewifh flate to a mixture 
of juftice with religion in their government. He gives a 
high chara@ter of Jofeph, and mentions his being fold by 
his brethren to foreign merchants through envy, who car- 
ried him into Egypt, where he foon became dear to the 
king. ‘That Jofeph was the firft who. underftood the in- 
terpretation of dreams, and foretold a famine many years 
before it happened, and preferved Egypt, by adviling the 
king to provide ftores of corn againft the time of need ; 
and that there had been fo much experience of the truth 
2 GG2 
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of his anfwers, that they feem to be given rather by God 


~ than man. 


Diodorus and Herodotus take notice of the terrible 


feourges brought on the Egyptians by Mofes. The fore 


‘ 


~ mer, who lived in the time of Julius and Auguftus Cefar, 


and wrote the hiftories of Egypt, Perfia, Syria, &c. alfo 
mentions, that the Trogloditics, the indigenous inhabit- 
ants of the place, where Mofes croffed the Red Sea, had 
a tradition from father to fon, from their very early and 
remote ages, that once a divifion of the fea did happen 
there ; and after leaving the bottom fome time, the fea 
again returned, aad raged with great-fury. This is the 
teftimony of a heathen hiftorian, not writing on the fubje& 
of revelation, but merely fpeaking of the country, the 
hiftory of which he was writing, and recording the ote 
edge he had obtained of the natives. 

Grotius on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion.—- 

Boudinot’s Age of Revelation. 





THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


PROFANE hiftory abundantly teftifies that there-was 
fach a perfon as Jefus Chrift. It records the tranfaCtions 
of his life, and many diftinguifhing traits of his charaCter. 

e appearance of a wonderful ftar at Chrift’s nativity is 
cmon by Pliny, in his natural hiftory, under the name 
of a bright comet. Dion, in his life of OGaviue Cafar, 
mentions the murder of the babes of Bethlehem; and 

Macrobius, another hiftorian of early date, and a heathen, 
fays that Herod the king ordered to be flain in Syria, by 


& 
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which the Romans often mean Judea, fome children that 
were under two years old, among whom he included his 
own fon. Celfus* relates, that our Saviour had been into 
Egypt. Celfus, alfo, with Julian, Porphyry,+ and Hiero- 
cles, all mortal enemies to chriftianity, acknowledge that 
Chrift wrought miracles, out of the ordinary courfe of na- 
ture, though they afcribe them to the power of magic. 
Phlegen, who lived in the fecond century, attefts, that 
our Saviour foretold many events, which took place ac- 
cording to his predictions ; and that when he was cruci~ 
fied, there was a preternatural darknefs, and a great earth. 
quake. Juftin Martyr afferts, that Pontius Pilate, in a 
letter to his fovereign, gave an account of this event ; and 
the extraordinary circumftances which attended it. An- 
other profane hiftorian, who lived feventy years after the 
crucifixion of Chrift, fays, Chrift was worfhipped as a 
God among chriftians; that they would rather fuffer 
death than blafpheme him; that they received a facra- 
ment, and by it entered-into a vow of abftaining from all 
fin and wickednefs. | 


Pe 


Addifon’s Evidences. 


* Celfus was a virulent enemy to chriftianity, who lived in the 
fecond century. He produces many paflages out of the gofpels, and 
though he mentions thefe things only with a defign to ridicule them, 
they furnifh us with an inconteftible proof that the gofpels were then 
extant, 

+ Porphyry was a famous heathen philofopher, who lived in the 
third century, and wrote againft the chriftian religion. He afferted, 
that our Sayiour had the power of curing the poffeffed with devils, 
and. deftroyinz their dominion wherever he came. 
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SECTION XXIII. 


Teftimonies of Fewilh Writers refpecting Chrift, 
and the Deftruttion of their Temple and 
WorJhip according to his Prediétions. 


Tar Jefus Chrift was crucifi- 
ed and raifed from the dead, is a fat acknowledged by 
Jofephus, the famous Jewifh hiftorian, who was never 
thought to be friendly to the chriftians. Speaking of. 
Chrift, he fays, “ He was feen alike again, the third day 
after his crucifixion, as had been foretold by feveral 
prophets.* ; 

Both Jewifh and heathen writers relate the deftruGion 
of the Jewifh nation, accerding to Chrift’s prediGtion. 
Maimonides, a Jewifh writer, fays, that Turnus, captain 
of the army of Titus, did with a ploughfhare, tear up the 
foundations of thetemple. And then was fulfilled an an- 
tient prophecy, ‘ Therefore fhall Zion for your fake be 
ploughed as a field, and Jerufalem become heaps, and the 
mountain of the houfe as the high places of the foreft.’? 
Micah iii. 12. 

H. Taylor in Ben Mordecai, fpeaks the language of 
many a Jewith convert to the gofpel, when he fays that 


among the many proofs of the truth of the chriftian relig-_ 


ion, the evidence which arifes from the perpetual corref- 


pondence between the two revelations, is not the leaft; the . 


* Vol. Ul, book 17, p. 13%, 


4 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. “~ 369 


one of which is a plain counter part to the other. One, 

the feal or type; the other, the impreffion or antitype, an- 
{wering to it ina thoufand particulars. But this internal 
proof will not be apprehended in its full force, by thofe who 
are not fatisfied of the divine original of both, But when 
the divinity of them is once acknowledged, there appears in 
almoft every chapter of the New Teftament, fome hint, re- 
ference, or doétrine, which either explains, or fulfils, or far- | 
ther continues, or confirms the fame fcheme of Providence, — 
which we learn from our own fcriptures, in a confiftent, in- 
_ telligible, and very extraordinary manner, 


Pn 


“370 EXCELLENCE OF THE 


SECTION XXIV. 


Teftimony of Deipticall Writers to the Difinguifo 
ing Excellence of Chriftianity. 


Men of genius and learning, 
who have unfortunately embraced the pernicious fyftem — 
of infidelity, have, in general, acknowledged the fuperiour 


morality which chriftianity inculcates. Among others, 


the celebrated Rouffeau, whofe originality of genius, and 


ftriking manner of expreffion, have been fo juftly admired, ae 


has paffed the higheft eulogy on the excellence of the 4 
gofpel, and the charaéter of its divine founder, in the fol- * 


lowing remarks, which are extracted from his writings. 
On raz COSPEL. 


This divine book, the only one neceffary to a chriftian, 
and the moft ufeful%of all to thofe who are not, only re- 
quires being meditated, to infpire the foul with love to its 
author, and a defire to accomplifh his precepts. Never 
did virtue fpeak in more perfuafive language ! Never did 
the moft perfe& wifdom explain itfelf with fo much energy 
and fimplicity ! It is impoflible to read without feeling 
ourfelves the better for the perufal. The majefty of the 
language furprifes me; the holinefs of the gofpel {peaks 
to my heart. Obferve the books of the philofophers, 
with all their pomp, how infignificant do they appear, in 
comparifon with this? Is it poffible that a book, which 
is at once fo wife and fublime, fhould be the work. of 
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~toan ? Is it poffible that he whofe hiftory it contains, 


i of vice, and entitled to all the rewards of virtue, he paint- 


fhould himfelf be a mere man ? 1s the ftyle that of an en- 
thufiaft, or an ambitious feCtary ? What fweetnefs, 
what purity of morals! What affecting graces in his in- 


ftruGtions !| What elevation in his maxims! What pro-. 


found wifdom in his difcourfes ! What prefence of mind, 
what ingenuity and juftice in his replies ! What command 


of his paffions ! Where is the man, where is the philofo-_ 


pher, who could act, fuffer, and die without weaknefs, and 
without oftentation ? When Plato drew the character of 
his imaginary juft man, overwhelmed with all the ignominy 


_ ed every trait of our faviour Jefus Chrift. “The ‘refem- 


J 


blance was fo ftriking that all the fathers felt ity 3 it was 
impoffible to be deceived by it. 
~How prejudiced, how blind muft he be, who could 
dare to compare the fon of Sophronius with the fon of 
‘Mary. What a difference between them. Socrates, 
dying without forrow, without reproach, eafily fuftained 
his charaéter to the end, and if his eafy death had not -re- 
fle&ted_credit on his life, it is dubious whether Socrates, 
with all his intelligence, was better than a fophift. He 
devifed, they fay, a fcheme of morality; others, before 
him, had put it in pra€tice. He only faid what they 
had performed. He only compofed precepts from their 
example. <Ariftides was juft before Socrates defcribed 
juftice. Leonides died for his country, before Socrates 
made patriotifm a virtue. ‘lhe Spartans were fober be- 
fore Socrates praifed fobriety ; and before he applauded 
virtue, Greece‘abounded with virtuous: men. But from 
whence among his people dis Jefus draw the morality fo 


+ 
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pure and elevated, of which he alone gave the precept 
and example ? In the centre of the moft furious fanati- 
cifm, meaning Judea, did he make the voice of the moft 
exalted wifdom heard, and the fimplicity of the moft he- 
roic virtues honoured the lowelt of all the people. The 
death of Socrates, quietly mcralizing among his friends, 
is the eafieft that could be defired ; that of Jefus, expiring 
in torments, injured, infulted, and curfed by a whole peo- 
ple, the moft terrible. that could be dreaded. ' Socrates, ij 
taking the poifoned cup, bleffes thofe who prefented. ita 
to him weeping. Jefus, in the anguifh of his torments, 
prays for his” exafperated tormentors. If the life and. 
death of Socrates {peak a philofopher, the life and death 
of Jefus mark a God. It has been argued, that the hif- 
tory of the gofpel was a defigning invention. It is not 
thus that people invent; and the. aétions of Socrates, 
which were never difputeg, were lefs powerfully attefted 
than thofe of Jefus Chrift, Upon the whole, it is raifing 
difficulties without deftroying the fa&. It is much more 





incredible, that many men fhould have agreed together 
to form the book, than that one alone fupplied the fubjeét. 
Never have we met, in any Jewith writers, fuch a ftyle, 
fuch a moral; and in the gofpel, the characters of truth 
are fo great and itriking, that the inventor would be more 
wonderful than even the hero. 

The principles of chriftianity form an univerfal religion, 
which has nothing exclufive, nothing local, nothing that 
is‘more adapted to one people than another. The divine 
author, embracing equally all men in his boundlefs chari- 
ty, came-to remove the barrier between nation and nation, 


and to reunite the human race in one community of 
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brethren. Adis, x. 5.35. Suchis the true fpirit of the. 
gofpel. 

I know not why the fine morality of our books fhould 
be afcribed-to the progrefs: of philofophy ; the morality. 
drawn from the gofpel was chriflian before it was philo. 
fophical. The precepts of Plato were frequently very — 
fublime, but how erroneous are theyifometimes, and how 
far do not thofe errours extend. As to Cicero, it is poffi- 
ble to believe that without Plato he would have devifed 
his offices. The gofpel alone, with refpe@ to the moral, 
is always fure, always true, and always like itfelf. 

3 Beauties of Rouffeau. 
frm en tno 
\ 


THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


FREDERICK III. king of Pruffia, freely owns the 
purity and excellence of the morality of Chrift, and the 
amiable tenour of his whole dottrine; but he infifts that 
his religion has undergone the fate of all fublunary things, 
and has been corrupted. Hence he makes the following 
remarks on the “ Syftem of Nature,” a celebrated deifti- . 
cal performance. | 

But let us proceed to the article, which relates to re- 
ligion. We may accufe the author of poverty of under. 
ftanding, and efpecially of ill addrefs, becaufe he calumni- 
ates the chriftian religion, by imputing to it faults which 
it has not. How can he fay with truth, that this religion 
is the caufe of all the miferies of the human race. To _ 
exprefs himfelf with juftice, he might have. faid fimply, 

thag the ambition and intereft of man had feized on the 
Hua 
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pretext of this religion to trouble the world and gratify 
their paflions. What is there upon honour to difapprove 
in the morality contained in the decalogue? If there 
was in the gofpel, only this fingle precept, Therefore 
all things, whatfoever you would that men fhould do to yoit, 
do you even fo to them,”? we fhould be obliged to ac- 2 
knowledge that thefe few words contain the quinteflence 
of all morality ; and were not the forgivenefs of injuries, Re 
charity, and humanity, preached by Jefus in his excellent 
fermion on the mountain? He {liould not have confoun 






ed the law with the abufe 3 things written with things — 
that are practiced ; the genuiae chriftian morals with thofe : 
which the priefts have degraded. How then can he 
charge the chriftian religion itfelf with being the caufe of : 
depravation of morals? But the author might accufe the 
ecclefiaftics with fubftibuting faith to the virtues of focie~ 
ty, external ceremonies to good works, frivolous eXpia- . 
tions to the remorfe of confcience, the indulgencies which 
‘they fell, to the neceffity of reformation. He might re- . 
proach them, with abfolving from oaths, of conftraining 
and tyrannizing confciences. ‘Thefe ‘criminal abufes de- 
ferve that we fhould oppofe fuch as introduce, as well as 
thofe ‘who authorize them. 


Pofthumous We orks of Frederick III. King of Pruffia. 








THE SUBFECT CONTINUED. 


It is related, that one day Mr. Beauzet, a member of 
the French academy, went to fee Diderot, one ofthe 





CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 375 


champions of infidelity, and found him explaining a chap- 
ter of the gofpel to his daughter, as ferioufly, and with 
the concern of the moft chriftian parent ; Mr. Beauzet — 
expreffed his furprife. “TI underftand you,” faid Dide- 
rot, * but in truth where could I find, or what better lef - 
_ fon could-I give her 2”? 
: Barruel’s Hiftory of Facobin ifm. 
p Alembert, another French infidel, {peaks refpe€tful- 
2 of Jefus Chrift, defcribes him as a philofopher and re- 
former; the. foe of fuperftition and perfecution ; one who 
taught benevolence and juftice; and who reduced all law 
to the love of our neighbour, and the adoration of God 
in fpirit and truth. Such, he fays, was the primitive ftate _ 
_ of chriftianity, which is now fadly debafed. He gives it 
as his decided opinion, that reducing it to its primitive 
flate, would be rendering effential fervice to mankind. 
Lord Bolingbroke, a celebrated Englifh deift, obferves, 
‘ that, fuppofing chriftianity to have been an human in- 
vention, it has been the moft amiable invention that ever 
- was impofed on mankind for their good; that chriftiani- 
ty, as it came out of the hand of God, was a moft fimple 
ane intelligible mode of belief, worfhip, and manners ; 
and that the gofpel isin all cafes one continual leffon of 
the firiGeft morality, of juftice, of benevolence, and of 
univerfal charity. Bolingbroke’s Works. 


Gibbon, the celebrated deiftical hiftorian, has ob- 
ferved, that ‘the chriftian religion contains a pure, be- 
nevolent, and univerfal fyftem of ethics, adapted to every 
duty, and every condition in life.”’ » 


Hiffory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 
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“ - ig 
SECTION XE 


The Hiftorical. Evidences for the Genuinenefs, 
Truth, and Divine Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, do not Diminifh from Age to Age, but 

it may be prefumed that ae —— Increafe. 


eet h 

. Tr; is souiedtned alleged a8 an in- 
S dice objection to the chriftran religion, that the evidence 
for fas done in former times diminifhes with the diftance 
ef time and place,and confequently that the evidence of the 
truth of ehriftianity will be fo inconfiderable as not to claim 
our affent, even allowing that it does fo now. To this 
I aniwer, 

_ Firef, That printing has fo far fecured all confiderable 
monuments of antiquity, as that no” ordinary calamities of 
wars, diffolutions of governments, &e. can deftroy any ma- 
terial evidence now in being; or render it lefs probable 
in any difcernible degree, to thofe who fhould live five 
hundred or a thoufand years hence. : 

Secondly, As many new evidences and coincidences have 
been difcovered in favour of the Jewifh and chriftian hif- 
tories, fince the three great concurring events of printing, 
the reformation of religion in thefe weftern parts, and in 
the reftoration of letters, as in fome meafure to make up 
for the evidence loft inthe preceding times, and fince the 
improvement in the hiftorical evidence is likely to contin- 
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ue, there is reafon to hope that they will grow every day 
more and more irrefiftible to all candid inquirers.* 
Thirdly, That it is our bufinefs to weigh carefully the 
evidence which appears at prefent, leaving the care of fu- 
ture ages to Providence; and that the prophetical eviden- 
ces are manifeftly of an pecs nature. ; 


Hartley on the Chriftian Religion 


~ 


* A late writer obferves, that, * As the laft century is remarkable _ 
for having furnifhed an unprecedented number of attacks on reveal~ 
ed religion, through the medium of {cience, fo it is no lefs remarkable 
for having difcovered much fupport to revelation, from the inquiries 
of philofophers, and the obfervations of travellers, Many of the dif- 

-coveries made in mechanical and chemical philofophy, during this pee 
tiod, have ferved to illucidate and confirm various parts of the chrif- 
tian {criptures. Every fober and well direéted inquiry into the nate 
ural hiftory of man, and of the globe we inhabit, has been found 
to corroborate the Mofaic account of the creation, the fall, the deluge, 
the difperfion, and other important events recorded in the facred vol- 
ume, To which we may add, that the reports of voyagers and trav- 
ellers have no lefs remarkably ferved to eluftrate the facred records, 
and to confirm the faith of chriftians, Never was there a period of 
the fame extent, in which fo much in favour of revelation were drawn 
from the inquiries of philofophy, as that of the eighteenth century ; 
nor was it ever rendered fo apparent, that the information and the 
dogtrines contained in the facred volume, perfectly harmonize with F 
the moft authentic difcoveries, and the foundeft principles of fcience,” 

Milsers’ Reirofped of the Eighteenth Century. 
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In page 76, the reference to the fecond note thould be plac-. 
ed at the end of the fentence, ‘‘ He ordered his profane and 
indelicate writings to be burnt.” ~ 

P. 78 for finner, read Sgviour, and for this, read thy. 

P. 80, for literally, rea d liberally, © 

P. 307, for be, read fhe. 
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